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50th Commemorative Events
Vietnam Veterans of America in Arizona has performed a marvelous job with their 50th Commemoration Events for the Veterans
within our state. As of this issue, six events have been put on and
at least two more are on the way. The Arizona Department of Veterans Affairs headed up by Wanda Wright has been so gracious in
providing funds for us to put on what I would call first class gatherings that hopefully will last life time for the men and women that
attended them. Events such as these are suppose to be a sweet
remembrance for all of us as they are all different with different
things to recall, listen to, and gain some insight about and pass it
on to the generations after us.
As we age, we’ll want to be a part of more and more things in our
life and the military service and our tours to the Far East, possibly
Europe, North America and other locations in the world. And let’s
not forget Vietnam as that was a major place for all of us. We all
did “DIFFERENT” things, and they were “ALL” important, no matter
what it was, “EVERYONE SERVED”.
We all have families and better than 95% of us have children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren who need to know
“something about Vietnam”. Write your autobiography, write a
book, develop that video, record yourself. You have three generations to attend to, not to mention the myriad of friends who “likely
want to know something about your tour and Vietnam”. As you
know, it is a unique and interesting country and, well worth visiting
again, while you still can. For the “50th Events”, please attend one,
make the most of them, remember them, pass it on, remember
VVA, remember Vietnam and remember your family. It will become very important one day least expected.
This issue covers most of the types of 50th events, the people who
served, the types we can recognize, all of the service branches and
a lot of the other information you may want to read, study and pass
on to your family as well as possibly planning your next “50th Commemorative Event” within Arizona or elsewhere.
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This Is About YOU—The Vietnam Veteran
The Vietnam Veteran is quickly becoming a “LEGEND”. One that we do not want forgotten. We also
chose not have the veterans of World War II and Korea and the Global War on Terror forgotten either,
so that is why we write, write, write and write about all of these veterans and what they mean to us.
And frankly, it is our responsibility to alert others in the later generations about all of the Veterans
mentioned above.
For example, if we (America) had not won, World War II, can you imagine what the world would be
like today? That is exactly why we honor the World War II military and women that fought for four
long years and we came out to be a better nation for it. And then Korea blossomed and for three
years from 1950 to 1953 was you might say an unwinnable war and to this date, it is still a stalemate
of a situation and dangerous on top of that.
The Vietnam cause came about in the mid-1950’s when France lost their last battle at Dinh Bin Phu in
1954 and the time seemed right to take over all of Indo-China, and the countries in the region
(eventually). Well, we all know that Vietnam started up around 1959-1960 and for the next fifteen
years, we made great strides and in the end won from a political point of view. Yes, Vietnam became
a Communist state, runs itself as a Socialized nation and carries out everyday business as a Capitalistic country and the nations in the three corners of Vietnam are still as they were when the war started over fifty years ago. Communism did not win.
And, who is the cause for all of this happen? Well, in the minds of the U.S. military who in and around
Vietnam, it is a good guess that they “The Vietnam Veteran” is. It is our job to HONOR that Vietnam
Veteran as much as we can.
A later article in this issue of the “AZ-LZ” talks about only having so many years left to honor those
men and women that put their lives on the line. Many gave up their lives and many have suffered
since then and many have not gotten over the trauma of the war, but, it is still time, now and for the
rest of this 50th Commemoration to “HONOR” them, year after year after year.
If you happen to be a Vietnam Veteran, take the time to attend one or more of these events as it is a
real honor to do so and be honored and at the same time, invite someone you to be honored for maybe they have “NEVER” had a thank you from the American public or be awarded a pin or a coin or
even had a meal paid for by their counterpart or someone they don’t even know.
Read this issue carefully as there is A LOT of information in here about Vietnam. A lot of it you may
not know and if you do know it, read it again and again and then pass it on to: your children, your
grandchildren, your great-grandchildren; that is three generations to learn from you. Then, email it to
someone you may think would enjoy reading it. Teach it in schools, they need to learn as well.
Bottom line, don’t let these events go by you. Enjoy them, invite others, join Vietnam Veterans of
America in your city and make the most of your time left as a Vietnam Veteran as you too, along with
us are in the winter of your life and we all need to make the most of it as a proud Vietnam Veteran in
the time we have left. Keep that chin up, keep that smile on your face, be that proud Vietnam Veteran that fought in a war over fifty years ago and can still talk about it. You’ll be glad you did.

We Have Only Until 2025
For those of you that HAVE NOT been to a 50th Commemorative event of the Vietnam War.
You are missing out and should make it a practice to go to everyone you can. They are ALL
different, well RECEIVED, done WELL and a BLESSING to be at.
We can NEVER complain when DOD goes out of their way for a fifteen (15) period to HONOR, RECOGNIZE and REWARD as many Vietnam Veterans as they can in their later years.
While you still have breath in you, find out thru Vietnam Veterans of America which ones are
still going on, about to be put one, even if it is in the future and attend one of them.
One that comes to mind is the Arizona Military Museum Dinner held every October and it is
usually attended by 400 people and many of them return each year. The one in 2017 will be
the 7th event coming up in which they have a wonderful dinner, great fellowship, a superb
guest speaker and an all around good time for all to enjoy. Please look for the details in the
next issue of the AZ-LZ newsletter that you are currently reading.
This also might be an opportunity for you to write you military memoirs and time in Vietnam
that at many times you did enjoy. If you don’t and let’s say later this year or down the road,
you pass on, who will do it for you? We all know the answer to that, so take the effort and
make the effort to do it for your wife, children and grandchildren. Consider having it video
taped so they can “see the real you” as you tell the myriad of stories you can still recall after
the fifty years we have all been away from Vietnam. If you have a personal computer, buy a
copy of the program called “DRAGON” that will take your voice over a microphone and enter
the words right into MS Word. With a little bit of correction, you have a lot of work done in
nothing flat. If your wife or daughter is good with graphics or scrap-booking, then consider
making a 20-40 page book using SNAPFISH which puts out a wonderful memory book of pictures for anyone who knows you to enjoy.
Why am I saying all of this? Well, this is the 50th Commemoration of the War we were all in
and if we don’t react and act to the events and things we could and should do for us as well
as our families, we will be sorry and then it will be too late.
In closing, this is the middle of 2017,a year I could not have possibly envisioned a long time
ago, but here we are in the future and in the latter end of our life and we should make the
most of what God gave to us. We don’t have a timetable, but He knows exactly when that is,
make the most of the time and make the effort that we have before us.
Enjoy the rest of the year and seriously consider attending as many of the 50th Events that
you can and it will in fact put a real smile on your fac and your families as well.
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50th Commemorative Events Are Still Alive
To the Presidents and Commemorative Partners for the 50th Commemoration of the Vietnam War,
the DOD Program Office is asking you to do think about your NEXT program event. You realize
there are many ways to celebrate this commemoration. There are five (5) methods of doing so
and they are:

In addition to honoring the veterans of Vietnam, we might consider locating some of the POW’s
that have been lost. You could check with VVA National to ascertain the POW’s from your city
and state and other fraternal organizations within your region to locate the names and possibly
family members that may live in the area.
How about doing a special tribute to all of the ARMED FORCES that served in the Vietnam War?
We typically realize and celebrate the five that are US Army, US Navy, US Marine Corps, US
Coast Guard and US Air Force, but let’s not forget the US Merchant Marines who in the beginning of the war were the ones that got the men, supplies, and armor and artillery over to Vietnam
until the larger ships and planes were able and capable to provide transport of some sort to the
far away land we call VIETNAM.
We all know that there were many, many FEDERAL AGENCIES such as DOD, NSA, CIA and
many others that provide intelligence and other information about the Vietnam War and possibly
have a speaker come out to speak on behalf of that agency and bring forth a light of what they
did and provide a ncie gift to them.
As we,, there were many NON-GOVERMENTAL COMPANIES that provide varied types of
support to the Vietnam War and those too could be looked up on the Internet and there might be
one, two or three within your city that you could recognize and provide a recognition on behalf of
Vietnam Veterans of America
And lastly, the HOME FRONT PEOPLE who remained behind, such as the parents grandparents
aunts, uncles and other close relatives. Providing them with a nice dessert and a speaker that
“can relate to what they went through when their son or daughter went to Vietnam and providing
them with a nice keepsake would be very appropriate.
A small gathering could and would make a difference for any of those mentioned above.
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Information About the 50th Flag
The United States of America Vietnam War
Commemoration" is the official title given to the
Department of Defense program in the 2008
National Defense Authorization Act. The traditional use of the color gold to signify a
50th Anniversary was chosen for the
phrase "50thAnniversary" and symbolizes the
specific mission of the Department of Defense
program as outlined in the Congressional language "to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the Vietnam War."
A representation of the Vietnam Service Medal (ribbon) rests below the inner rings. The red,
white, and blue inner rings represent the flag of the United States of America and recognize
all Americans, both military and civilian, who served or contributed to the Vietnam War effort
The outer black ring serves as a reminder of those who were killed in action, held as prisoners of war or listed as missing in action during the Vietnam War. The black ring surrounds the
red, white and blue rings to call attention to their sacrifices, the sacrifices of their families, and
the defense of our nation's freedom.
Within the blue ring are the words "Service, Valor and Sacrifice"; virtues demonstrated by our
veterans during the Vietnam War. The gold-rimmed white star located between the words
"Service" and "Valor" represents hope for the families of those veterans for which there has
not been a full accounting. The blue-rimmed gold star located between the words "Valor" and
"Sacrifice" represents the families of those veterans who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the
war. The blue star at the bottom of the inner blue ring represents the families of all veterans
and symbolizes their support from home
At the bottom of the inner blue ring are six white stars, three on each side of the blue
star. These six white stars symbolize the contributions and sacrifices made by the United
States and its Allies, Australia, New Zealand, Philippines, Republic of Korea, and Thailand.
The center circle contains a map of Vietnam in black outline relief, signifying both the country
and the Vietnamese veterans who stood with our veterans. The subdued outlines of Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and surrounding waters represent the area of operation where U.S.
Armed Forces served.
The green laurel wreath signifies honor for all who served. The phrase "A Grateful Nation
Thanks and Honors You" is the personal message to each veteran, civilian, family member,
and all who served and sacrificed during the Vietnam War
The seal’s blue background is the same color as the canton in the United States Flag. When
placed next to the flags of World War II and the Korean War Commemoration Flags, the Vietnam War Commemoration Flag will signify the Vietnam Veterans taking their rightful place
among generations of U.S. veterans

The Commemorative Seal
"The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration" is the official title given to the Department of Defense program in the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act.
A representation of the Vietnam Service Medal
(ribbon) rests below the inner rings of the Seal.
The red, white, and blue inner rings represent the
flag of the United States of America and recognize
all Americans, both military and civilian, who served
or contributed to the Vietnam War effort.
The outer black ring serves as a reminder of those
who were killed in action, held as prisoners of war or listed as missing in action during the
Vietnam War. The black ring surrounds the red, white and blue rings to call attention to their
sacrifices, the sacrifices of their families, and the defense of our nation’s freedom.
Within the blue ring are the words "Service, Valor, and Sacrifice"; virtues demonstrated by
our veterans during the Vietnam War. The gold-rimmed white star located between the words
"Service" and "Valor" represents hope for the families of those veterans for which there has
not been a full accounting. The blue-rimmed gold star located between the words "Valor" and
"Sacrifice" represents the families of those veterans who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the
war. The blue star at the bottom of the inner blue ring represents the families of all veterans
and symbolizes their support from home.
At the bottom of the inner blue ring are six white stars, three on each side of the blue
star. These six white stars symbolize the contributions and sacrifices made by the United
States and its Allies Australia, New Zealand, The Philippines, Republic of Korea, and Thailand.
The center circle contains a map of Vietnam in black outline relief, signifying both the country
and the Vietnamese veterans who stood with our veterans. The subdued outlines of Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and surrounding waters represent the area of operation where U.S.
Armed Forces served. The white number "50th" emblazoned over the map, and the outer and
inner gold rings which make traditional use of the color to signify the 50th anniversary, symbolize the specific mission of the Department of Defense program as outlined in the Congressional language "to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War."
The green laurel wreath signifies honor for all who served.
The seal’s blue background is the same color as the canton in the United States Flag.
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Information About the 50th Program
VVA-Arizona has put on its share
of 50th Commemorative events
for the Vietnam War and we are
certainly proud of that. We only
have a few years left to do so,
lest, we should always prepare
for the next one and the next one
to honor ALL of the Vietnam Veterans within Arizona. For us,
make the attempt to attend at
least one if not all of them that
are put on in our favor. We only
have until year 2025.
The 50th Commemoration of the
Vietnam War is a very special document that one should read and
take seriously. Typically, veterans
usually live through one war, however, we have many that have
served in World War II, Korea and
Vietnam which is a real tribute to
themselves and their country. But,
the “Proclamation” is that the Vietnam Veteran has served and
served well.
The Vietnam War was the longest
conflict in American history and
the ultimate goal was to not have
Communism be apart of Southeast
Asia, Oceania, Australia, New
Zealand, The Philippine Islands ,
Papua New Guinea and other
countries within that region of the
world.
The American military men and
women are and should be proud of
their duties during this fifteen year
war, Thank you very much to all
of the Vietnam Veterans throughout this time period. You are part
of a proud nation.

50th Commemorative Events Are Important
Arizona has seen a lot of 50th Commemorative Events since 2011 since
we began our Commemorative Program. VVA Arizona has been involved directly and indirectly in about twenty-five plus events that have
made the news on television, most in print in this publication and talked
about at the highest levels of Vietnam Veterans of America. It is important to have VIETNAM VETERANS remembered in their lifetime over
a period of about 70+ years of service, all the way from the Vietnam
War in 1960 to 1975 and all of the items since then. We as Vietnam
Vets certainly recall World War II and Korea and it is of the utmost importance that we are remembered and more importantly the Vietnam
War is not forgotten. In this publication I urge everyone to get together with 2 or 3 other people and go to school to teach about Vietnam, the
war and what it meant to fight there and the reasons why. If you’re not
sure why we fought, there was one major reason and that was “to keep
Communism out of Southeast Asia and the Oceanic Countries (NZ,
Australia, Fiji, and others)”. Most adults don’t know much about Vietnam much less the rationale of the War, and the kids of today do not
either, therefore, it is up to us to keep the Vietnam Spirit alive and train
those that do not know anything about this War. In grammar school we
learned all we wanted to about WWI, WWII, Korea and the conflicts
around the world, but today is a different story. It is our responsibility
to teach, discuss,
show, illustrate,
pass on, watch
everything on VIETNAM. We need
to be productive
in our later years
and talk about
our experiences,
the purpose, the
good times not
the bad, the travels, the friends
and your life.
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The U.S. Army in the Vietnam War
The Communists’ victory at Dien Bien Phu in May 1954 marked
the end of French involvement in Indochina. The Geneva Accords
of July 1954 divided Vietnam into a Communist state in the North
and an anti-Communist state in the South.
The United States had supported the French army in Indochina
through the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG), and
U.S. advisers continued to train and organize the South Vietnamese Army to repel an invasion from the North. In 1955, MAAG numbered 342 officers and men--most of them Army personnel—rising
to around 700 by 1960. In February 1962, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
established the U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
(MACV), appointing General Paul D. Harkins as the first commander. General William C. Westmoreland succeeded Harkins in June
1964. As MACV’s responsibilities expanded, U.S. military strength
in South Vietnam increased to 23,000 by the end of 1964. Of these,
about 15,000 were Army personnel.
In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson began sending U.S. ground troops to stave off the defeat of
the South Vietnamese Army. At first, Army combat units played a defensive role, protecting Saigon, the
South Vietnamese capital, and other important cities and bases. The president authorized the Army to
send 20,000 support troops to establish a supply network that had to be built from the ground up. The
newly formed U.S. Army, Vietnam managed the logistical effort.
As the U.S. troop presence increased, Army combat units operated farther afield. In the fall of
1965, Westmoreland sent the 1st Cavalry Division—the Army’s first airmobile unit—to the rugged Central
Highlands, where it defeated North Vietnamese regulars in the month-long Battle of the Ia Drang.
By the fall of 1966, Westmoreland had enough forces, including 240,000 soldiers, to mount sustained offensives. For over a year, Army combat units conducted search and destroy operations against
an elusive enemy. Whenever the Army could bring its superior firepower to bear, the results were often
devastating. On 10 March 1967, a Viet Cong regiment mounted a night assault on Firebase Prek Klok,
defended by a battalion of the 1st Infantry Division, resulting in 200 enemy dead at a cost of 3 U.S. fatalities.
On 31 January 1968, the Communists launched a major assault known as the Tet Offensive. U.S.
Army units helped to repel Viet Cong attacks at Saigon and other South Vietnamese cities. The fiercest
battle occurred around Hue, where soldiers of the 1st Cavalry Division and the 101st Airborne Division
helped U.S. marines and South Vietnamese forces defeat North Vietnamese regulars. Although a tactical
victory, Tet signaled a change in U.S. policy in Vietnam; henceforth, peace negotiations would play a pivotal role in ending the war.
In 1969, President Richard M. Nixon introduced a program called Vietnamization, in which the
South Vietnamese Army assumed an ever-larger combat role, as MACV began a phased withdrawal of
over half a million U.S. soldiers and marines. Westmoreland’s successor, General Creighton W. Abrams,
continued search and destroy operations, gradually reducing their frequency as the drawdown progressed. Notwithstanding their diminishing numbers, Army units and advisers supported South Vietnamese forces in the Cambodian Campaign (1970), Operation LAM SON 719 (1971) in Laos, and in the repulse of the enemy’s Easter Offensive (1972). The Army’s role in the Vietnam War officially ended on 29
March 1973, with a ceremony marking the deactivation of MACV.
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The U.S. Navy in the Vietnam War
The U.S. Navy performed a wide array of missions in the Vietnam War. In the air, it was a key partner with the U.S. Air
Force during the Rolling Thunder and Linebacker air campaigns
against North Vietnam, and in other air operations in Laos and
Cambodia. On the coast, it developed a highly effective blockade
to prevent the resupply of enemy forces by sea, engaged in naval gunfire support missions against enemy targets in the littoral
areas of Vietnam, and provided amphibious transport for Marines operating in I Corps. On the rivers, it stood up several task
forces designed to protect commercial traffic, assist allied ground
forces in pacifying these areas, and interdict enemy troops and
supplies moving on these inland waterways. The U.S. Navy also supported the war effort with a massive sea and riverine logistics operation, built and managed shore facilities throughout South Vietnam,
and provided extensive medical support for the allied military operation. Advisors assisted the Republic of Vietnam in developing the Vietnam Navy (VNN) that grew from 5,000 sailors and 122 vessels in
1959 to over 42,000 men and 1,500 vessels in 1972, making it the fifth largest navy in the world. Naval advisors worked throughout the war to train this indigenous navy, and experienced many hardships and much danger serving on VNN ships.
The U.S. response to the North Vietnamese attack on USS Maddox (DD 731) in the Gulf of Tonkin in August 1964 marked the beginning of the Navy’s air and surface bombardment against
North Vietnam. During the course of the war, Seventh Fleet aircraft carriers supported allied air campaigns by bombing fuel and supply facilities, power plants, bridges, and railroads in Laos and North
Vietnam, and after 1970, in Cambodia. Navy surface vessels steamed up and down the coasts of both
North and South Vietnam, raining down shells on a variety of targets. Rolling Thunder air and naval
gunfire attacks, however, did not prove decisive. The 1965–68 interdiction campaign neither resulted
in a peace treaty nor altered significantly the ground situation in the South. Linebacker attacks in
1972, by comparison, were more effective, especially in blunting the Communist Easter Offensive.
During Linebacker I, the Navy flew an average of 4,000 sorties a month, which represented 60 percent of the air effort; Navy surface ships fired over 111,000 rounds at targets on the North Vietnamese
coast. Navy aircraft also closed North Vietnam’s major ports in a highly successful mining operation,
code-named Pocket Money. In December 1972, peace negotiations with North Vietnam stalled, compelling President Nixon to resume the air offensive. Linebacker II was a maximum effort air campaign,
focusing heavily on strategic military targets in Hanoi and Haiphong. Air Force B-52s performed the
brunt of the bombing missions during the operation, but Navy aircraft played a vital role in air defense
suppression missions and also reseeded North Vietnam’s major ports with mines.
The discovery of a 100-ton enemy trawler in Vung Ro Bay in February 1965 led to the establishment of a U.S. Navy and Coast Guard patrol force to complement the existing VNN anti-infiltration
program along the 1,200-mile coast of South Vietnam. The purpose of this deployment, which became Operation Market Time (Task Force 115), was to halt the seaborne infiltration of supplies to
Communist troops. Market Time represented the Navy’s most successful interdiction program during
the war, all but eliminating infiltration by North Vietnamese steel-hulled freighters and significantly reducing North Vietnamese resupply by sea.
In December 1965, the U.S. Navy initiated Operation Game Warden to patrol the major rivers
and canals in the Mekong Delta and Rung Sat Special Zone. Consisting of a fleet of 31-foot patrol
boats augmented by attack helicopters and SEAL units, this naval inshore force (Task Force 116) imposed a curfew in the region, interdicted enemy troop and supply movements, curbed Communist taxation of peasants, and hindered large-scale Viet Cong operations. Minesweeping forces and harbor
defense units kept the vital waterways to Saigon and Hue and South Vietnam’s major ports open for
allied use. In performing these varied functions, Game Warden helped secure the major rivers in the
area for commerce and extended government control to the "breadbasket" of South Vietnam.

The U.S. Marine Corps in the
Vietnam War
The U.S. Marine Corps provided ground, air, supply, and logistic support in the Vietnam War for
over two decades as part of III Marine Amphibious
Force. Initially in Vietnam as advisors, the Marines forces grew with the need to protect the key airbase at Da
Nang. After the Gulf of Tonkin incident, more troops
arrived and the Marines began to engage in the counterinsurgency effort with small-scale pacification units.
Combined Action Platoons – comprised of U.S. Marines
and Vietnamese soldiers – were a novel concept that
the Marines brought.
By 1966, there were nearly 70,000 Marines in Vietnam carrying out large scale ground operations
against the Viet Cong. In addition to ground combat,
the Marines Corps provided air support from helicopter
squadrons and fixed-wing aircrafts striking targets in South and North Vietnam. In 1967, the Army leadership in Saigon advocated that the Marines concentrate their efforts on large unit search and destroy operations. The Marines’ mission was split, with fighting against the North Vietnamese Army along the demilitarized zone (DMZ) toward the north, and a counterinsurgency operation waged against the Viet
Cong in the villages in the south.
In the north, the Marines engaged in heavy fighting between Khe Sanh in the West and Leatherneck Square in the Eastern DMZ. They also began to create the McNamara line, a series of strong
points, sensors and obstacles meant to detect communist forces crossing the DMZ. The North Vietnamese focused much of their firepower on destroying the McNamara line in its early stages, resulting in
many conflicts, most notably Con Thien. The McNamara line ultimately failed to materialize, but the Marines were largely successful in stemming the flow of communist forces across the DMZ, although at a
large price. 3,461 Marines were killed in action in 1967 and another 25,525 were wounded. Despite the
fewer numbers, it was clear that more troops would not guarantee more success.
The year 1968 proved to be a watershed for the Marines in Vietnam. The January 31 Tet Offensive
– the massive offensive the North Vietnamese launched against South Vietnam in 105 cities on the Tet
Lunar Year – was largely repulsed by U.S. Marines and South Vietnamese forces. This was not the case
at Hue, a city where Marines fought for 26 days before expelling the North Vietnamese. The Marines also defended Khe Sanh in a 77 day siege, under fire by as many as 1000 shells per day, until the U.S.
Army’s 1st Cavalry Division broke the siege.
After footage of these bloody battles was aired on television and with no clear end in sight by
1969, much of the American public support for the war eroded. President Nixon began to bring troops
home. Few Marines units were involved in the U.S. military actions in Cambodia or Laos, and while 1 st
Marine Division fought in major engagements around Da Nang, 3d Marine Division was heading back to
base at Okinawa. By 1971, the 1st Division and 3d Marine Aircraft Wing departed for the United States
and Japan.
Marine advisors, fire support personnel, and air units fought during the 1972 Easter Offensive
supporting the Vietnamese Marine Corps. A peace treaty was signed in Paris in January 1973. The U.S.
agreed to withdraw all of its forces from Vietnam and in turn the North Vietnamese returned its U.S. prisoners of war, 26 of whom were Marines. In 1975, Marines led Operations Eagle Pull and Frequent Wind
to evacuate the American embassies in Phnom Penh and Saigon. Immediately after saving hundreds of
American lives in the embassy evacuations, President Ford ordered the Marines to rescue the crew of
the USS Mayaguez, which had been taken by the Khmer Rouge. A joint task force completed the mis39
sion and recaptured the ship, but not without Marine and U.S. Air Force casualties.

The U.S. Coast Guard in the Vietnam War
Early in the Vietnam War, the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces obtained their supplies in many ways and the
forces allied with the Republic of South Vietnam had great
difficulty stopping the enemy’s flow of men, arms and supplies.
In February 1965, U. S. Army helicopter pilot 1LT James
Bowers flying a HU-1B Iroquois over Vung Ro Bay near Qui
Nhon noticed an "island" moving slowly from one side of the
bay to the other. Upon closer observation he saw the island
was a carefully camouflaged ship. Air strikes were called in
and the vessel was sunk. Intelligence sources determined the
ship was North Vietnamese engaging enemy forces.
While the U.S. Navy recognized the need for an effective security and surveillance system,
it also knew this would be a difficult task with 1,200 miles of coastline to patrol and over 60,000
junks and sampans to control.
In March 1965, the Coastal Surveillance Force was established and began Operation MARKET TIME, so named after the native boats using the waterways for fishing and marketing.
This task force provided a single command to integrate sea, air, and land based units and coordinate U.S. Navy, and South Vietnamese naval units.
Soon the Navy recognized the need for Coast Guard units to support this mission and on
April 29th, President Lyndon Johnson committed the USCG to service in Vietnam under the Navy
Department’s operational control and announced the formation of Coast Guard Squadron One
(RON ONE). Initially, 47 officers and 198 enlisted were assigned to the newly formed Squadron
and on 16 July, Division 12 of Coast Guard Squadron One departed Subic Bay, Philippines for
Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam. It arrived on July 20th and began its security and surveillance patrol mission on July 21st. Throughout the war, OPERATION MARKET TIME units stopped many
enemy vessels carrying supplies and men. The largest naval engagement of the Vietnam War
was on 29 February 1968. Four trawlers attempted to penetrate the barrier. Of these, three were
destroyed and the fourth retreated to the north.
The success of this and other operations forced the enemy to rely on the Ho Chi Minh trail
to transport supplies. As many of the trawler kills were in southern Vietnam near the Ca Mau peninsula, the enemy had to carry supplies over an extraordinarily long distance. As the United
States military involvement in South Vietnam shifted from an advisory role to combat operations,
advisors from Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) to the South Vietnamese military
noticed an increase in the amount of military supplies and weapons being smuggled into the
country by way of North Vietnamese junks and other small craft.[8][9] The extent of infiltration was
underscored in February 1965 when a U.S. Army helicopter crew spotted a North Vietnamese
trawler camouflaged to look like an island.[10] The event would later be known as the Vung Ro
Bay Incident, named for the small bay that was the trawler's destination. After the U.S. Army helicopter crew called in air strikes on the trawler, it was sunk and captured after a five-day action
conducted by elements of the Republic of Vietnam Navy (RVN). Investigators found one million
rounds of small arms ammunition, more than 1,000 stick grenades, 500 pounds of prepared TNT charges, 2,000 rounds of 82 mm mortar ammunition, 500 anti-tank grenades, 1,500
rounds of recoilless rifle ammunition, 3,600 rifles and sub-machine guns, and 500 pounds of
medical supplies.[12] Labels on captured equipment and supplies and other papers found in the
wreckage indicated that the shipment was from North Vietnam. Concern by top MACV advisors
as to whether the RVN was up to the task of interdicting shipments originating in North Vietnam
led to a request by General William C. Westmoreland, commanding general of MACV, for U.S.
Navy assistance.

The U.S. Merchant Marines in the Vietnam War
The merchant ships of the Military Sea Transportation Service delivered 95 percent of the military
equipment and supplies consumed by allied forces in
Vietnam. Navy Seabee construction units built enormous support bases at Danang and Saigon to supply all
Navy and Marine Corps forces in the field as well as
some Air Force and Army units. Naval Support Activity
Sailors administered these logistical hubs and operated
a fleet of supply craft and barges that plied the waters of
the Mekong Delta and beyond. The Navy also operated
two hospitals at Da Nang and Saigon and two hospital ships, Sanctuary (AH 17) and Repose (AH
16), staffed by Navy doctors, corpsmen, and 425 female members of the Nurse Corps.
In February 1951 the Military Sea Transportation Service (MSTS) aircraft carrier Windham Bay,
was the first large ship to navigate the Long Tam River since 1925. While the ship was docked at
Saigon (French Indochina) 17 hand grenades were tossed at the ship by terrorists. The Military Sea
Transportation Service was established in 1949 to provide sea transportation to the military as a
successor to the Army Transportation Service. MSTS operated a fleet of ships and had charter
agreements with commercial shipping firms. MSTS was succeeded by Military Sealift Command.
In 1954, after the partitioning of Vietnam, MSTS evacuated Vietnamese refugees from North to
South Vietnam. USNS Howze was one of many MSTS ships involved in "Passage to Freedom"
bringing 300,000 refugees and 200,000 tons of Cargo from North Vietnam.
The Military Sea Transportation Service had the job of bringing war supplies to Vietnam -- 10,000
miles from the Pacific coast. MSTS had four separate customers to serve: the Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps. MSTS ships were staffed by "civilian" crews, but carried 95% of the supplies
used by our Armed Forces in Vietnam including bombs and ammunition into combat zones under
fire. Crew members were given Navy grades and rank identification in event of enemy capture.
During Vietnam, MSTS first utilized roll-on/roll-off ships and container ships which speeded loading
and unloading.
MSTS took about 100 Victory ships out of the National Defense Reserve Fleet (mothball fleet),
repaired them, and assigned them to private companies for operation to carry ammunition across
the Pacific. MSTS carried guns, tanks, trucks, trains, riverboats, barges, helicopters, bombers,
fighters, reconnaissance planes, food, fuel, and medical supplies. By 1965 MSTS had 300 freighters and tankers supplying Vietnam, with an average of 75 ships and over 3,000 merchant mariners
in Vietnamese ports at any time.
Early in the Vietnam War, troop ships such as the USNS Upshur, Geiger, and Gordon carried two
thirds of U.S. troops to Vietnam; later, most American troops traveled by air. However, Korean
troops were transported by MSTS throughout the war, with the first 2,000 coming on the
MSTS Mann in March 1965. In August 1966 USNS Patch and Darby carried troops 12,500 miles
from Boston to Vietnam, the longest troop lift in U.S. military history. In October 1966 the converted Liberty ship SS Benjamin Chew and the SS Meredith Victory were added as troop carriers.
Men and equipment of the Army 1st Cavalry Division went to Vietnam aboard the baby flattops USNS Kula Gulf and Point Cruz which were taken out of mothballs to transport the 434 aircraft and other equipment. Other escort carriers which saw WWII duty included the USNS Core.
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The United States Air Force in the Vietnam War
The United States Air Force provided tremendous and diverse contributions in Vietnam, beginning as advisors in the U.S. Military Assistance
Advisory Group in the 1950s and ending with large
bombing operations in the early 1970s.
Initially, the USAF helped train and equip the
growing South Vietnamese Air Force, while also
building up radar, reconnaissance, air control, and
counterinsurgency capacities. After the Gulf of Tonkin incident in 1964, a major military buildup began
and many new types of aircraft arrived in country.
At this point in the war U.S. leadership emphasized
restraint and gradual escalation, so the USAF mission was at first limited, even as forces grew.
During the second half of the 1960s, the USAF gained more flexibility and took on a more active role in the War. Operation Rolling Thunder, ordered by President Johnson in 1965, had two objectives: (1) to smash the North Vietnamese air defense system, industrial base, and supply network;
and (2) to erode its support in the South. The campaign targeted rail lines, highways, bridges, and
petroleum targets, as well as the supply lines running down the Ho Chi Minh trail to the South. China
and the Soviet Union continued to help North Vietnam build up its supplies of antiaircraft artillery and
surface-to-air missiles, eventually creating the strongest air-defense system then in existence. USAF
losses in the campaign totaled 531 aircraft and 547 airmen. Increasing losses also meant increased
numbers of prisoners of war falling into enemy hands. In total, some 800 men – most of them Air
Force and Navy aviators – were taken captive by the North Vietnamese and their allies.
The USAF served in close air support operations with modern fighter-bombers like the F-4s
and F-100s as well as older A-7 Skyraiders and the AC-47 Spooky, and B-52 bombers from Guam.
This close air support proved crucial to the defense of the Marine base at Khe Sanh, which lay under
siege for two and a half months during the Tet Offensive that began in January 1968. The effort also
included a supply mission, an important but overlooked element of the war, since, along with aeromedical flights, para-rescue, and air sea rescue, they proved essential to supporting and maintaining
U.S. personnel and activities throughout the entire region. Between 1965 and 1973, the Military Airlift
Command evacuated over 400,000 medical patients. To improve the military infrastructure that allowed all these operations, the Air Force also created new construction and engineering teams to
construct, improve, and repair airfields, buildings, roads, and wells.
As Rolling Thunder ended and Vietnamization began in late 1968, the USAF continued its
bombing campaign, including in southern Laos and Cambodia. As ground troops continued to pull
out, air power began a greater offensive. During Operation Linebacker I, from May to October 1972,
the USAF dropped over 150,000 tons of bombs over North Vietnam, concentrating mostly on transportation targets, airfields, power plants, and radio stations. The USAF also continued to develop a
wider range of weapons suited to the conflict, including specialized bombs to penetrate or defoliate
the jungle canopy, nonlethal gas bombs that could provide cover for air rescue missions, and a new
arsenal of radar- and laser-guided bombs. These bombs felled several important bridges over the
Red River, including the Paul Doumer Bridge, which was one of the longest bridges in Asia and the
only bridge to link Hanoi and Haiphong—it was a logistically and symbolically important target that
had withstood previous attacks.

A Tremendous Ally—Australia

Remembering the Australians From the Vietnam War

Kevin “Dasher” Wheatley
Birth date: 13 March 1937
Birth place: Australia: New South Wales, Sydney
Death date: 13 November 1965
Death place: Vietnam: Quang Ngai Province, Tra Bong
Final rank: Warrant Officer Class 2
Service number: 29890 - Vietnam, 1962-1975
Unit: Australian Army Training Team Vietnam
Kevin "Dasher" Wheatley was born in Sydney, and had several jobs before joining the Australian Regular Army in 1956.
He served in different battalions of the Royal Australian
Regiment, including me in Malaya, before being posted to
Vietnam in 1965. A short and stocky man, he had become
known as "Dasher" for his rugby skills. On 13 November
1965 Wheatley and Warrant Officer Ronald Swanton, were
opera ng in the Tra Bong valley. Their platoon came under
heavy fire and Swanton was shot. Although he knew his mate was dying, Wheatley refused to leave him. Again urged to
withdraw, Wheatley would not. Instead, he pulled the pins
from two grenades and waited for the enemy. Two explosions were heard, followed by bursts of fire; both men were
killed. Wheatley's refusal to leave a mate was seen to be in
the highest traditions of gallantry. His body was returned to
Australia for burial. Wheatley was awarded the Victoria
Cross, the General Service Medal (for Malaya), service
medals for the Vietnam War, the United States Silver Star,
and South Vietnamese awards.

Kevin Wheatly-Aussie Hero
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A VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT FOR AMERICA
On Saturday, July 24th, 2010 the town of Prescott Valley, AZ, hosted a Freedom Rally. Quang Nguyen was asked to speak on his
experience of coming to America and what it means. He spoke the following in dedication to all Vietnam Veterans. Thought you
might enjoy hearing what he had to say:
"35 years ago, if you were to tell me that I am going to stand up here speaking to a couple thousand patriots, in English, I'd laugh at
you. Man, every morning I wake up thanking God for putting me and my family in the greatest country on earth. I just want you
all to know that the American dream does exist and I am living the American dream. I was asked to speak to you about my experience as a first generation Vietnamese-American, but I'd rather speak to you as an American. If you hadn't noticed, I am not white
and I feel pretty comfortable with my people. I am a proud U.S. citizen and here is my proof. It took me 8 years to get it, waiting in
endless lines, but I got it, and I am very proud of it.
I still remember the images of the Tet offensive in 1968, I was six years old. Now you might want to question how a 6-year-old boy
could remember anything. Trust me, those images can never be erased. I can't even imagine what it was like for young American
soldiers, 10,000 miles away from home, fighting on my behalf. 35 years ago, I left South Vietnam for political asylum. The war had
ended. At the age of 13, I left with the understanding that I may or may not ever get to see my siblings or parents again. I was one
of the first lucky 100,000 Vietnamese allowed to come to the U.S. Somehow, my family and I were reunited 5 months later, amazingly, in California. It was a miracle from God.
If you haven't heard lately that this is the greatest country on earth, I am telling you that right now. It was the freedom and the
opportunities presented to me that put me here with all of you tonight. I also remember the barriers that I had to overcome every
step of the way. My high school counselor told me that I cannot make it to college due to my poor communication skills. I proved
him wrong. I finished college. You see, all you have to do is to give this little boy an opportunity and encourage him to take and
run with it. Well, I took the opportunity and here I am.
This person standing tonight in front of you could not exist under a communist environment. By the way, if you think socialism is
the way to go, I am sure many people here will chip in to get you a one-way ticket out of here. And if you didn't know, the only
difference between socialism and communism is an AK-47 aimed at your head. That was my experience. In 1982, I stood with a
thousand new immigrants, reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and listening to the National Anthem for the first time as an American. To this day, I can't remember anything sweeter and more patriotic than that moment in my life. Fast forwarding, somehow I
finished high school, finished college, and like any other goofball 21 year old kid, I was having a great time with my life. I had a
nice job and a nice apartment in Southern California. In some way and somehow, I had forgotten how I got here and why I was
here.
One day I was at a gas station, I saw a veteran pumping gas on the other side of the island. I don't know what made me do it, but I
walked over and asked if he had served in Vietnam. He smiled and said yes. I shook and held his hand. The grown man began to
well up. I walked away as fast as I could and at that very moment, I was emotionally rocked. This was a profound moment in my life.
I knew something had to change in my life. It was time for me to learn how to be a good citizen. It was time for me to give back.
You see, America is not just a place on the map, it isn't just a physical location. It is an ideal, a concept. And if you are an American,
you must understand the concept, you must accept this concept, and most importantly, you have to fight and defend this concept. This is about Freedom and not free stuff. And that is why I am standing up here. Brothers and sisters, to be a real American,
the very least you must do is to learn English and understand it well. In my humble opinion, you cannot be a faithful patriotic citizen if you can't speak the language of the country you live in. Take this document of 46 pages - last I looked on the Internet, there
wasn't a Vietnamese translation of the U.S. Constitution. It took me a long time to get to the point of being able to converse and
until this day, I still struggle to come up with the right words. It's not easy, but if it's too easy, it's not worth doing.
Before I knew this 46-page document, I learned of the 500,000 Americans who fought for this little boy. I learned of the 58,000
names scribed on the black wall at the Vietnam Memorial. You are my heroes. You are my founders. At this time, I would like to
ask all the Vietnam veterans to please stand. I thank you for my life. I thank you for your sacrifices, and I thank you for giving me
the freedom and liberty I have today. I now ask all veterans, firefighters, and police officers, to please stand. On behalf of all first
generation immigrants, I thank you for your services and may God bless you all."
Quang Nguyen
Creative Director
P.S. We did do some goof after all and here is proof of that. He was willing to give his heart and life to America.

Roosevelt and Stalin Discuss the Future of French Rule in Indochina, Teheran Conference, November 28, 1943, from Major Problems in American Foreign Policy, Volume II: Since 1914
The President [FDR] said that Mr. Churchill was of the opinion that France would be very quickly
reconstructed as a strong nation, but he did not personally share this view since he felt that many
years of honest labor would be necessary before France would be re-established. He said the first
necessity for the French, not only for the Government but the people as well, was to become honest
citizens. Marshal [Josef] Stalin agreed and went on to say that he did not propose to have the Allies shed blood to restore Indochina, for example, to the old French colonial rule. He said that the
recent events in the Lebanon [where the French ended their mandate] made public service the first
step toward the independence of people who had formerly been colonial subjects. He said that in
the war against Japan, in his opinion, that in addition to military missions, it was necessary to fight
the Japanese in the political sphere as well, particularly in view of the fact that the Japanese had
granted the least nominal independence to certain colonial areas. He repeated that France should
not get back Indochina and that the French must pay for their criminal collaboration with Germany.
The President said he was 100% in agreement with Marshal Stalin and remarked that after 100
years of French rule in Indochina, the inhabitants were worse off than they had been before. The
President continued on the subject of colonial possessions, but he felt it would be better not to discuss the question of India with Mr. Churchill, since the latter had no solution of that question, and
merely proposed to defer the entire question to the end of the war. Marshal Stalin agreed that this
was a sore spot with the British.
Eisenhower on the Strategic Link between French Forces in Europe and Vietnam
Serious problems were plaguing our nation in Korea and Vietnam. In the former, indecisive and
costly fighting still dragged on. In Vietnam the French had not yet convinced the world that the
struggle was between those who stood for freedom on one side and Communist rebels, supported
by the power of Red China, on the other. Consequently a considerable portion of world opinion
viewed the war there as merely a French effort to continue their prewar domination in the region.
Until this point was clarified, it was difficult for any Western nation, including our own, to offer or provide any help to the French and loyal Vietnamese.
This was a matter that had troubled me greatly when I was serving as military commander of NATO
in 1951-52. In that period the French government had found it necessary to deplete their NATO military contingent by a number of battalions so as to reinforce promptly French troops in Vietnam. In
expressing my disappointment in that development I had strongly urged the government to interpret, publicly, their Far Eastern war effort in terms of freedom versus Communism. This could be
done only through a French public commitment assuring to the Vietnamese, unequivocally, the right
of determining their own political future. Such a pronouncement, I argued, would earn the approval
of the Free World as well as its moral and greater material support.
During my service in NATO a considerable number of responsible officials in France had assured
me of their complete agreement with this view. General de Lattre de Tassigny, who was then the
commander of French forces in Vietnam, had come to the United States, at my urging, just a few
months before his death and in a nationally televised speech in this country made just such a statement. But because his government did not follow with a public political pronouncement, the matter
was still subject to misinterpretation and an American support for the French in that region could not
achieve unanimous domestic approval. Nonetheless, recognizing the necessity of stopping Communist advances in that country, we started immediately after my inauguration to devise plans for
strengthening the defenders politically and militarily within the proper limits.
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Some Facts About Vietnam
March 29th is a very special date for Vietnam Veterans and the nation. It is the day in
1973 when the last American combat troops were withdrawn from Vietnam, and with the
support of Congress in 1974 the first Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed by Presidential
order, and again in 2012 was proclaimed Vietnam Veterans Day by Presidential order. It is
important that those who served with Honor, Dignity and Valor during the Vietnam War and
Era and their families can finally experience the nations and citizens’ appreciation and respect for a job well done.
This year we also commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War. Sadly there has
never been a closure for those who served in country and during that Era nor for their
families nor our nation. Establishing a national March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day in perpetuity will deliver, to those who were indelibly touched by the Vietnam War and its consequences, the earned respect and gratitude and ultimately the healing as well as closure.
Declaring this special day will also uplift the spirits of our current generation of our nation’s
defenders, knowing that theirs and their families’ sacrifice and service will not be forgotten. It
will also deliver the opportunity for our whole nation to reflect and heal.
NUMBERS

-7.6 million - Number of Vietnam-era veterans in 2009. Thirty-five percent of all living
veterans served
this time (1960-1975).
-9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty during the Vietnam Era which was
August 5, 1964 - May 7,
-8,744,000 GI’s were on active duty during the war (Aug 5, 1964-March 8, 1973
-2,709,918 Americans served in Vietnam, this number represents 9.7% of their

-3,403,100 (Including 514,300 offshore) personnel served in the broader Southeast
Asia Theater
Laos, Cambodia, flight crews based in Thailand, and sailors
in adjacent South China Sea
-2,594,000 personnel served within the borders of South Vietnam (Jan. 1,1965 to
March 28, 1973).
50,000 men served in Vietnam between 1960 and
-Of the 2.6 million, between 1-1.6 million (40-60%) either fought in combat, provided
close combat support or were least fairly regularly exposed to enemy
-7,484 women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in
-Peak troop strength in Vietnam: 543,482 (April 30,
YEARS

-E1: 525 men at 20.34
-11B MOS: 18,465 combat soldiers at age 22.5.
-Five men killed in Vietnam were only 16 years
-The oldest man killed was 62 years
-Highest state death rate: West Virginia - 84.1% (national average 58.9% for every
100,000 males in

Some Facts About Vietnam
RACE AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND
-88.4% of the men who actually served in Vietnam were Caucasian; 10.6% (275,000) were
black; 1% belonged to other races.
-86.3% of the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasian (includes
-12.5% (7,241) were black; 1.2% belonged to other
-170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2% of total) died
-70% of enlisted men killed were of North-west European
-86.8% of the men who were killed as a result of hostile action were Caucasian; 12.1% (5,711)
were black and 1
belonged to other
-14.6% (1,530) of non-combat deaths were among
-34% of blacks who enlisted volunteered for the combat
-Overall, blacks suffered 12.5% of the deaths in Vietnam at a time when the percentage of
blacks of military
was 13.5% of the total
-Religion: Protestant -- 64.4%; Catholic -- 28.9%; other/none -SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS
-Vietnam veterans have a lower unemployment rate than the same non-vet age
-Vietnam veterans' personal income exceeds that of our non-veteran age group by more than
18
-76% of the men sent to Vietnam were from lower middle/working class
-Three-fourths had family incomes above the poverty level; 50% were from middle income
-Some 23% of Vietnam vets had fathers with professional, managerial or technical
-79% of the men who served in Vietnam had a high school education or better when they entered the
-Service. 63% of Korean War vets and only 45% of WWII vets had completed high school upon
Deaths by region per 100,000 of population: South - 31%, West -29.9%; Midwest 28.4%; Northeast WINNING & LOSING
82% of veterans who saw heavy combat strongly believe the war was lost because of lack
of political
Nearly 75% of the public agrees it was a failure of political will, not of

HONORABLE SERVICE
97% of Vietnam-era veterans were honorably
91% of actual Vietnam War veterans and 90% of those who saw heavy combat are proud to
have served
74% say they would serve again, even knowing the
87% of the public now holds Vietnam veterans in high
INTERESTING CENSUS STATISTICS
1,713,823 of those who served in Vietnam were still alive.
As of the current Census taken during August, 2010, the surviving U.S. Vietnam Veteran population estimate 1,002,511. This is hard to believe, losing nearly 711,000 between '95 and
'00. That's 390 per
47

We do this for the VIETNAM VETERAN, because the men and women of the United States to
illustrate just how important you are to us: Vietnam Veterans of America. VVA has over 80,000
members within its organization and while all of us are in the “wintery days of our life”, we all
need to take advantage of this time to be honored and honor those who have had a large impact
on the Vietnam War from 1960 to 1975, America’s longest war.

1. To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as prisoners of war or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the
United States and to thank and honor the families of these veterans.

2. To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of
Federal agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations that served with,
or in support of, the Armed Forces.

3. To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States
during the Vietnam War.

4. To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military research
conducted during the Vietnam War.
5 To recognize the allies of the United States who fought the North Vietnamese whom include:

South Vietnam

Thailand

Philippine Islands

South Korea

Australia

New Zealand
The United States DOD 50th Commemoration Program Office in Washington D.C. is making
great strides to have every Vietnam Veteran in America honored before they leave this earth and
they are to be thanked for making that effort. Vietnam Veterans of America—Arizona State
Council has put on nine 50th Events within Arizona to honor all of these men and women who
most certainly deserve a huge thank you. Now, we of you “Vietnam Veteran” to pass that thank
you onto the next generations after us and let them know what Vietnam was all about, for if we
do not tell them, teach them, “How will they ever know?”. It is critical to inform them that their
Grandfather or Great Uncle served in a war and they no little or nothing of. This is not the way
to leave a legacy. We need to pass it on to them so they will know.

From The Commemorative Chairman
I have been the chairman for Vietnam Veterans of America for Arizona for going on five years
and I am delighted to see the Chapters within VVA-Arizona and the State Council do their
share of ensuring that all of the veterans of Arizona get their recognition of keeping all regions of the world safe from Communism.
Chapter 1011 in East Phoenix headed up by Mike Marks put on a beautiful event with
212 veterans on hand, while Chapter 106 in Tucson also commemorated 196 veterans and
their families. Chapter 1043 in West Phoenix in January of this year had a superb event with
95 veterans being honored.
Chapter 975 of Bullhead City held their event in September of 2016 with 129 on hand
and provided a great event honoring those Vietnam Veterans. Chapter 1093 of Sierra Vista
provided their 50th event in 97 with 54 on hand to receive DOD pins and coins. Chapter 432
of Central Phoenix had their event in November 2016 with a large crowd of 158 held at the
Heard Museum. We are also pleased that at this writing that Chapter 1093 Sierra Vista is
scheduled to host their second 50th Event.
Chapter 835 and the Arizona State Council will also host their first 50th Commemorative Event in October 2017 in Yuma, Arizona with hopefully around 200 veterans and their
families. With receipt of a the DOD pin and a nice challenge coin and honoring those that
had families serve with the Allied Nations, along with honoring those Federal Agencies such
as Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) and the Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) that played a
large part in preparing the Armed Forces in Vietnam to be ready for their enemy. Between
the three categories of medicine, science and technology, these three attributes has improved how conflicts are handled both on and off of the battle field. In addition, it is true
blessing and integrity that we honor the families of those that sent the men and women off to
battle America’s longest war.
We with the 50th Commemorative Partnership of the 50th Commemorative System have
honored hundreds of different of men and women throughout the state of Arizona and it has
been the first time that many of them had had that precious thank you with a nice remembrance.
So, as you hear and read about these, I request you the reader that you provide the information to another veteran before he or she does not have a chance to attend one of our
events in the major cities of Arizona. 50th Commemoration Events can be critical when we
look back on our lives 50 years ago when most of us went to Vietnam and upon coming
home, we did not get that “warm greeting” by the American public, mostly because they did
not know the reason for Vietnam, and today the thinking of “Why Vietnam Was” is even more
critical now.
Are we all looking for a reason to be “Welcomed Home” and “Honored”? If so, then it is up to
us to “teach” those two and three generations after us “the who, what when, where, why and
how of Vietnam”. It is essential that: “We Teach The American Public What The Vietnam
War Was All About”. Think on this and then do something about so that our legacy will go on
and on the way the heritage of the World War II veterans has carried on since 1945. And it
(WWII) is still going on and in my mind it always will.
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From A Commemorative Partner
I asked a special friend of mine to let us know from his perspective on the military and here is
what he had to say. His name is Pastor John Goetsch, a 50th Commemorative Partner.

“A Sense of Responsibility”
I did not grow up in a military home. I did have a Grandfather who fought in
WWII but my own father was a preacher. My parents certainly tried to instill
in their children a sense of patriotism and respect for this country and its
patriots. I remember learning about the attacks against freedom and about
those who so bravely fought to preserve the liberties that we are so privileged to enjoy. I was always intrigued and interested in the history of WWI,
WWII, the Korean War, and Vietnam, but I don’t think I ever truly understood the value of those wars nor their individual and collective enemies until 1991.
I was 14 years old and I had just come home from church with my family when my father
asked the family to sit with him in the living room. He proceeded to explain that our country
had declared war on Iraq for invading Kuwait and that we needed to pray for the men and
women who were putting their lives in great danger to defend freedom. We stayed up rather
late that night and sat and by the radio, listening to the news reports. I will never forget those
sounds of war that evening as, for the first time in my life, war became reality. Since that
night twenty-six years ago, I have retained an authentic sense of gratitude for those who
have defended my freedom. I have thought many times that it never seems to enough to
simply say “thank you.” Surely there must be more that I can do.
Now these many years later as a father of five children and as the Pastor of Faith Baptist
Church in Yuma, Arizona, God has given me the opportunity and the sense of responsibility
to do more. For the last nine years our church family has held a Veterans Appreciation Sunday on the first weekend of November. It has been our opportunity to express our deep gratitude to those who have served this great nation in the armed forces. What a privilege it has
been to host hundreds of veterans over the years, and to honor them and recognize them for
their service. Every year as I have opportunity to present each veteran with a challenge coin
and a handshake I can’t help but feel a sense of indebtedness to each one of them for what
they have done.
I want my children and our church family to never forget that freedom is not free. We enjoy
what we have today because someone was willing to pay the price of freedom. In a day
where patriotism is getting lost, you will still find it very much alive at Faith Baptist and I pray
that you always will, for we have a responsibility to remember, thank, and honor those who
have defended this nation. The next time you see a veteran wouldn’t you also sense the responsibility to perhaps give a handshake and say “Thank you for serving?”

Chapter 1043—50th Event
President Mike Roberts of VVA Chapter 1043 in
West Phoenix, Arizona provided a superb
luncheon commemorating the 50th Commemoration of the Vietnam War on the 7th of January
2017. This is a "Thank You" to veterans who
never got the "Welcome Home" they deserved.
Held at the Sun City Elks Club in Sun City, this
was one that many of the veterans that attended will never forget.
There were about 200 people that attended and the main guest
speaker was a John Oliveri, a Vietnam Veteran and author.

“Honoring
those that
served in all
six branches
of service”

This event was superb with 95 Vietnam veterans on hand, 198 others present and 93 family members also on hand. A Choice of delicious dinners. T-shirts, DOD pins, and Commemorative coins were
also gifts to the deserving Vietnam Veterans that attended.
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Quilts of Valor
What if I told you that six of us received a wonderful and unexpected
gift from someone we may not have known for us being “Vietnam Veterans”?
The lady to our left in this photo is largely responsible for making our
day “to be remembered with a gift of love from four people that hardly
know us. All of us like to be remembered and thought of and be kept
warm. And that is what Jennifer Wilson, the State Coordinator of Arizona on behalf of the Quilts of Valor Foundation. Everyone of us likes
to be thought of in a way that something like this was a real surprise
and to say the least it truly was. We occasionally see others receive
“gifts form the heart” and once in a while it is nice to do the same for someone else that either you
know or you don’t know. We are all provided with a heart that keeps us alive and the heart can be
broken or softened with something like this to be thought of in a heartfelt human way.
As a result there were six of us that were presented with “quilts of valor” made by the ladies and
gentlemen of the Quilts of Valor Foundation so that “we may be warm” and in a very thoughtful
way. These people “took the time” out of their busy schedule and life to “think of others” (such as
us), and made the effort with their own funds “to do this for us.” That is extremely unselfish and
very loving towards the Vietnam veterans of America. This is an honoring to us that have never
received one before. Every event (such as this always has a story and those of us that received
one of these are humbled and we truly thank you for taking the effort, taking the time to something
so thoughtful for people you either don’t know or hardly know.

Quilts of Valor
What Quilts of Valor Are
I (Catherine Roberts) knew a Quilt of Valor had to be a quality-made quilt, not a “charity quilt.” Quilts
of Valor would be the civilian equivalent of a Purple Heart award. A Quilt of Valor had to be quilted,
not tied, which meant hand or machine quilting. Quilts of Valor would be “awarded,” not just passed
out like magazines or videos. A Quilt of Valor would say unequivocally, “Thank you for your service,
sacrifice, and valor” in serving our nation in combat.

Our Mission Statement
The organization’s original mission statement said its purpose was “to cover all those service members and veterans wounded physically or psychologically with comforting and healing.”

Those of us fortunate ones who received a quilt and blessed when presented are below:

Butch Morgan

Randy Schriver

John Zohovetz

Larry Mitchell

“The Quilted Group”

Walt Schumacher

Mike Woods

Jennifer Wilson, Cheryl Voirin, Michelle and Robert Bernal

VVA-Arizona cannot thank you folks enough for blessing us with something so thoughtful as to your capabilities and love for us; the Vietnam Veteran. This is something we will not forget for a long time, knowing you
thought enough of us to remember us. Thank you again from all of us.
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VVA State Council & Chapter 835
50th Commemorative Event
The Vietnam Veterans of America State Council and Chapter 835 is embracing their
own 50th Event in Yuma, Arizona. The 3rd of November 2017 will be the date to honor those Vietnam Veterans within Southwest Arizona.
To be held at Faith Baptist Church situated at 1535 S. 8th Avenue in Yuma, Arizona,
we are expecting around 200 personnel to attend with 150 Vietnam Veterans to be
honored.
Yuma has a population of just right at 100,000 residents that live here all year long and
about an0ther 100,000 winter visitors that comes here from Canada,, the West, Northwest and the Mid-West of the United States and within those numbers approximately
1,000 former military personnel which likely served in in World War II, Korea and Vietnam. It’s just a matter of “finding them” and inviting them to this event, not to mention the ones that live here on a full time basis with two military installations on hand
nearby named Yuma Proving Ground and Marine Corps Air Station-Yuma. The Canadians were also a part of the Vietnam War as hundreds came south to join the American military to fight the enemy in Southeast Asia.
The expectation is to have Director Wanda Wright on hand as a guest speaker, Col.
Randy Murray from Yuma Proving Ground, AZ as “YPG” provided a lot of military support with arms and ammunition as well as artillery during Vietnam. Along with the
Commander of the Yuma Marine Corps Air Station. We are also expected to pay tribute to representatives of allied forces from Thailand, Philippine Islands, South Korea,
Australia, South Vietnam.
The Desert Southwest is home to over 5,000 retired and/or separated personnel that
served somewhere in the Armed Services. It is realized that NOT everyone could
have been in Vietnam during 1960 and 1975, but they served somewhere and did
something to be honored today.
If you are on hand to be in the Yuma, AZ area at that time, please consider coming.

Thoughts From a Vietnam Veteran
I have learned in my studies and in my travels in Viet Nam that Ho was an ardent Nationalist who wanted
freedom and unity for all of Viet Nam and all Vietnamese people. He left his Country in the 30s and 40s, including the time of WWII, and lived much of that time in Paris, France developing his goal for his movement
to free his country from the Imperialist French and Japanese, who Viet Nam has always hated much more
than they disliked us. Ho wrote a Declaration of Liberty word for word following our Declaration of Independence, written by Thomas Jefferson, which is today in the Viet Nam Declaration of Rights, an important document in their country’s government. He also asked our Country to support his movement in the 1940s that he
planned to bring to his country, but we refused because of our great developing fear of Communism from
Stalin and Lenin in Russia, which Ho was embracing too at that time. We then, after World War II, went
through the McCarthy Era in the 1950s, because of the great fear in our country of Communism after its taking over in China and North Korea. That was a low point in our Democracy and our own Civil Liberties in my
opinion, but I was caught up on this Red Scare as a kid in the 1950s and 1960s as well. In the 1940s and
early 1950s, Ho needed assistance from other bigger countries in the world for his cause with his new political party, the Viet Minh. The Russians and Chinese obliged and they being Communist influenced Ho to continue the Communist route he planned for his country. He had developed infatuation with Communism during
his time in Paris in his readings of Marx and Lenin. But still his goal was only to unite his country under Communism but not to spread it elsewhere.
The tragedy of our war was the misunderstanding each side thought about the other. After the Geneva Accords in 1954 and our steady tilt toward the South Vietnamese side opposed to Ho’s movement, influenced by the McCarthy era Red Scare in the United States, we developed our incorrect and irrational fear
the war was necessary to stop the spread of Communism throughout the world. Ho and the Viet Minh and
later the National Liberation Front (VC) fought us to the death so to speak because they thought we were
then just another imperialist nation, like the French, who only wanted to take them over and exploit the riches
and people of their country. This is what the French did do to them for 100 years, and I noted that they even
today are a little wary of the French in a way they are not with us, even when the French are tourists, as
many of them are. Ho and the Vietnamese communists were wrong about us, and we were wrong about
them. After the war, the Vietnamese had two other very short and quick wars against the Chinese and they
soundly defeated the Chinese who were encroaching on their northern border with China, causing the Vietnamese to fear the Chinese would now try to invade them again. They also whipped Pol Pot’s abusive regime in Cambodia who was bothering them on their western border. The Vietnamese government, to this
date, is very concerned about it’s borders, not unlike our fear of our borders.
During the Vietnam War, which the Vietnamese call the American war, Ho Chi Minh and his government
gladly took the support in weapons and material and money from both the Russians and Chinese, but they
never liked either of these powers. Their history was that the Chinese and Mongolians from the north tried
over and over again to try to conquer and subjugate their country for a thousand years. Why? To get the
riches of Viet Nam and Southeast Asia for themselves. The Vietnamese did not like Russians as well. Although both the Russians and Chinese offered their troops to help the Vietnamese, like the Chinese had done
with the Koreans in 1950, Ho and the Vietnamese generals were smart enough to know that would be a big
mistake. They never allowed the Chinese or Russians to fight in Viet Nam, but they freely took (and thus
tricked both the Russians and Chinese) by taking their money for guns and ammunition. They also used a
few Russian advisors to help them with SAM missiles, but my reading showed they endured these officials for
only as long as they thought they needed them and then casted them off as soon as possible. Today, the
Vietnamese government and people both do not seem to like either the Russians or the Chinese and interestingly enough seem to like us much more than they like peoples from the other countries in the world. Also,
the Vietnamese seem to want us to vacation in their beautiful country and spend money, etc. They are industrious people and have built up their economy. When you see the rice, rubber, clothing industry, etc. (Viet
Nam is the second largest producer of rice in world, one of the largest exporters of rubber in the world and we
see all the clothing made in Viet Nam today) and the nice country, you get the idea of why the Chinese and
Mongolian Hordes for centuries wanted to conquer Viet Nam and why the Vietnamese had to fight them incessantly for more than a thousand years.
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Thoughts From a Vietnam Veteran
Today, I have found in my discussions with the Vietnamese people, they are truly done with
fighting and war and want nothing of it and definitely do not want to conquer other areas of the
world. After all the war they have endured for centuries, they desperately seem to be choosing
peace now at all costs.
At the end of our war the Communist government of Viet Nam was pretty horrible to their
own people with the communist ideology and collectivization, etc. They terrorized the Vietnamese people who supported our side, and we know about all of them who wound up in California,
Texas, and the entire west coast and now throughout our country. By 1987 their country was
starving and, despite the riches of their country, everything was failing. Like the Chinese, they
then made a great change in their policy called Du Mois (a French term) which means great
transformation. Their transformation was to go to a market based free enterprise type economy,
surprisingly not much different from our own capitalist economy. Now the Vietnamese farmers
own their own rice and vegetable farms, the people own their own businesses and land, and the
government does nothing more than what we do in the form of taxation but they call it required
contributions of a percentage of profit rather than taxation. But the amount of money the people
of Viet Nam owe the government is not much different from what you and I owe our various government entities in the form of taxes. Today, Viet Nam is prospering greatly under their new system and you see it everywhere you go, especially with bricks and mortar and construction. And,
they are now welcoming back those Vietnamese people who went to California and other states
in our country. Some of them are coming back and investing their new found wealth in the high
rise hotels you see now all over Viet Nam. The Vietnamese government got over its hatred of
their people who left for our country and now they are welcoming them back with incentives.
But, the negative part of the Vietnamese government, which has not changed much in my
opinion from what it was in 1975, is still with their one-party dictatorial political system. Civil
Rights are not in vogue and I have heard that people who speak out against the government get
hauled off to the slammer. Also, I have found that the Department of Tourism and treatment of
tourists, especially the American tourists, is a number 1 priority for their Government in that they
want us to love their country and come back and have a nice time and spend money. But I have
heard that Vietnamese people who do bad things which could negatively impact the tourist trade
such as offering to sell drugs to the tourists, or prostitution could be hauled off to the slammer
without due process of law if they are caught. Although these things go on because, as we know
prostitution and drug selling is very profitable and some people simply take the chance because
of the profit they could make, it is done very much in secret because if and when prostitutes or
drug dealers/sellers are caught they are hauled off to the slammer without much due process of
law to protect them. Actually, for us tourists, Viet Nam is about as safe a country for us to visit as
any in the world. I had a Vietnamese waiter one time run after me, after I had accidentally left my
expensive digital camera on the restaurant table after leaving the very nice Hoi An restaurant, to
return the camera to me. Where would you find that anywhere else, including our own country? I
did befriend a Vietnamese Communist party Official my last time there (April 2016, and we since
communicate by email) who told me his government is now working hard on trying to improve
their poor record of civil rights, which he acknowledges has been poor, so maybe there is hope
for them there too. But I won’t hold my breath on that one just yet. I know too many other Vietnamese people who have had civil rights trouble big time and so the jury is still out on this aspect
of their government.

Chapter 106 Honors Its Veterans
Butch Morgan and Jennifer Wilson honored some of the Chapter in Tucson with
quilts from the organization we fondly call “QUILTS OF VALOR”. Headed up in
Arizona by Jennifer Wilson, these quilts were a wonderful endearment of a gift.

Keith Carter

Martin Belden

Sarge Rodriguez

Dan Ross

Along with that, Eleanor Apodaca was
awarded a plaque for her years of service with Associate of Vietnam Veterans
of America (AVVA) and as the State
Committee member of the POW/MIA
member of the State Council. Remembering people is something we should
all do, and we should all think on it on a
weekly basis..
We so appreciate Butch Morgan and
Jennifer Wilson for remembering, honoring and blessing these five personnel
within their chapter. This is what the
50th Commemoration is all about, is to
honor the men and women of the Vietnam War with HONOR.
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The Vietnam Wall in Washington D.C.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is a 2-acre national memorial in Washington, DC. It
honors U.S. service members of the U.S. armed forces who fought in the Vietnam War,
service members who died in service in Vietnam/South East Asia, and those service
members who were unaccounted for (Missing In Action) during the War. Its construction
and related issues have been the source of controversies, some of which have resulted in
additions to the memorial complex. The memorial currently consists of three separate
parts: the Three Servicemen Memorial, the Vietnam Women's Memorial, and the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Wall, which is the best-known part of the memorial. The main part of
the memorial, which was completed in 1982, is in Constitution Gardens adjacent to
the National Mall, just northeast of the Lincoln Memorial. The memorial is maintained by
the U.S. National Park Service, and receives around 3 million visitors each year. The Memorial Wall was designed by American architect Maya Lin. In 2007, it was ranked tenth on
the "List of America's Favorite Architecture" by the American Institute of Architects. As
a National Memorial it is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Arizona Military Museum—7th Event
The Arizona Military Museum is pleased to host the 7th Annual Commemoration of the
Vietnam War Honoring Arizona’s Vietnam and Vietnam era veterans. This symposium
includes a Vietnamese Color Guard, a wonderful dinner, good music, videos, and a special presentation to Vietnam Veterans. The symposium will dispel myths and “alternate
facts” about the war. Two great guest Speakers will present a Symposium on the Vietnam
War.
Professor Mark Moyar is the Director of the Center of Military and Diplomatic History in Washington, D.C. Dr. Moyar has served as a professor at the U.S. Marine Corps University and a Senior Fellow at the Joint
Special Operations University, and has advised the senior leadership of
several U.S. military commands. He holds a BA summa cum laude from
Harvard and a PhD from Cambridge. Dr. Moyar’s articles have appeared
in the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal,
and numerous other publications. He speaks at a wide range of public
and private institutions around the world. His newest book is “Oppose
Any Foe: The Rise of America’s Special Operations”. The author of six
books and dozens of articles, he has worked in and out of government on national security affairs, international development, foreign aid, and capacity building. He holds a B.A.
summa cum laude from Harvard and a Ph.D. from Cambridge. He critiqued US national
security policy during the Obama era in “Strategic Failure: How President Obama’s Drone
Warfare, Defense Cuts, and Military Amateurism Have Imperiled America”. (Threshold,
June 2015).

Professor Robert F. Turner holds both professional and academic
doctorates from the University of Virginia School of Law, where in 1981
he co-founded the Center for National Security Law. A former distinguished lecturer at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, he is a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Academy of Political
Science, and other professional organizations. A former Army captain
who served two tours in Vietnam, he has also served as national security
adviser to a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as
Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, as Counsel to the President’s Intelligence Oversight Board in the White House, as Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs, and as the first president of the United
States Institute of Peace. He spent more than a decade focusing almost entirely on the
Vietnam War and for the past quarter-century has taught undergraduate and graduate
seminars on the war at the University of Virginia—as well as at the Naval War College,
where he held the Charles H. Stockton Chair of International Law.
Details for the 50th Dinner-Event
DATE: Saturday, 28 October 2017
TIME: . Check-in 4:30pm for seating. No-host bar 4:30-5:30pm.
PROGRAM: Seating at 5:30. Program begins at 5:30 pm.
LOCATION: Elements Event Center, 16000 Maricopa Road #200, Maricopa, AZ.
ATTIRE: Business-casual or Army Class A or service equivalent, military decorations.
COST: $50.00 per person for a double entree meal.
HOTEL: AC CHIN Casino Hotel at 800-427-7247, near the Elements Event Center.
QUESTIONS: Call Joe at 520-868-6777 or 602-509-8762.
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From The President of VVA-Arizona
As we come into the middle of the year of 2017, we have become a blessed nation with a new start of our country. Vietnam Veterans of America in Arizona has
increased its membership up to nearly 1,200 members and hopefully more on
the way.
A lot of our celebrations are at this time of year which include Memorial Day, July
4th, Father’s Day, Mother’s Day, Vietnam Veterans Day not to mention Veterans
Day on November 11th and Thanksgiving and Christmas and we wish you very
best on these days by remembering those in your family and those that served
your country. We all need to remember our parents, grandparents, those that
brought our country to what it was over two-hundred years ago and those veterans of all eras that have kept us safe from danger of the enemies of the world.
We need to express to the later generations that include our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren about the veterans of World War II, Korea, Vietnam and the Global Wars on Terror (GWOT) the needs that all of these veterans will have as they progress in their later years. And most of that will include:
“being remembered by their person and their health care”.
Vietnam Veterans are quickly becoming the “World War II Veterans” of their time
and like all veterans of any conflict America has been involved in, we all need to
remember all of the veterans that have fought for the good of America.
I plead that all of you reading this newsletter that you be involved in something
with your fraternal organization “Vietnam Veterans of America” to fulfill your
dreams, then and now of being that kind of veteran that will be important to your
family and you pass on to them what you believe that they’d like to know about
you.
Vietnam Veterans of America–Arizona is quickly becoming a well known State
Council with new and different concepts for operating as a statewide organization including maintaining records for archive purposes after VVA is closed, ensuring all of the State Committees bring forth important information about legislative and medical information for the good of the Vietnam Veterans themselves,
attending events throughout the year, holding “50th Commemoration Events”
within the state of Arizona with the help of the Arizona Department of Veterans
Services. As well as looking out for the Homeless, Legislative items, Health Issues, Veterans Affairs, POW-MIA unaccounted for personnel, Minority Affairs,
Agent Orange, PTSD, Women’s Affairs, the members within VVA, Grants for tremendous purposes as well as fund raising for those that need to spend it on
those men and women that need it. We should all remember to be there for
those less fortunate than we are.
I trust you will all have a great rest of the year 2017, do what you can for yourself, remember others, pass on to others in your family your remembrances to
your family about your time as a Vietnam Veteran. Take the time to pass on this
newsletter in your family to illustrate where “YOU” may have been in Vietnam.

