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FEBRUARY 28 - General Meeting will be held at the Disabled American Veterans:chapter : =
: +Hall, 4656 E, st st. (See map on back Page). A raffle will be held
and several important issues will be discussed., . YOUR PARTICIPATION IS
"VITAL. Lo wy
MARCH 13 . Women's COmmittee‘meeting will be held. SeRreport inside for details.

SR &
of the refugees believe it's better to go
back home to a ravaged:land than to stay
here. ; il

The end result is an exodus of Indnchi-
nese across the United States seeking some-
thing that is Perhaps beyond their reach.
Tens of thousands are moving towards a war -
mer, more conducive 'climate - California.
According to the Office of Refugee Reset-
tlement, 200 Indochinese:left Chicago ‘and
its harsh winter last Year alone. Tie New

stacle confronting these men and women is
10t only the obvious differencesAin culture,
,administrative red taps and culture shock;
but rather the psychological traumatization
from”their own war experiences. The term
MANY precfessionals -use is quite:familiar to
many of us -"PTSD, Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, - - ' f

Many Southeast Asians suffer the same
delayed stress problems as American Vietnam
Veteransg - depression, guilt, rage, alien-

INDOCHINESE: REFUGEES, | .
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April 30:marks the.tenéh\annivgrsary of :South
Vietnam's demise, but the horrors of war con-'
tinue in. Southeast Asia. ‘Over 1,000,000 1indo~
chinese ‘have been resettled in foreign lands and
still more. are fleeing the raging;inte;nacine
conflicts. Between 1975-1983, 63% of those lea-

ving came to the United States as the chart below
indicates: (el

ation, alcohgl/druq'addiction and suicide,
ameng others. The stymied reaction to death

SOUTHEAST 'ASIAN REFUGEES
- .locations 1975- :

and violence is

Shared with American war—

riors, but is complicated by the difficulty

§- 3

TransCentury Poundation

+ & private consult-

ing firm, reported’their study of rerigees

" indicate 33.6%!9f the 130,000 wha ar ~T¥ed

in. 1975 moved within 31 months.and project

654,167 in adjusting.tq an_alien culture, A pilot | i 45% will relocate within 5 years, Most
i 193 . study of 65,000 Indochinese refugegs wag |-, ‘leave the northern gtates with their ad-

¢ Yo g ~accomplished in. Santa Clara County;.cCali- . . f yersa climates to one:which is closest to
Australia fornia,lbut officials there:believe the '  their departed’homeland ~ California. The
Germany findings equally‘apply‘elsewhereiin this federal governmant indicates the follcwing
England country? . The overall conclusion’was those States reflect the highest departure num-
Taiwan i ‘Who 'wictnessed thg?ggeatgst‘devaatation in bers: Texag - 4733 New York ~ 2073,_§11i-
Hong Kong~ igheir’raspéétive*hombland have the'most dif- nois - 1991, Oregon -~ 1939, and Washington
Others -7 7" ficuley Adjusting and assimilating into = 1925, 5

Bive Lt ir i L s American society, Other findings were:’ California has repeatedly asked the fed-
Total 17033740 '95% of the Cambodians and 18% of "the @ral governmen

UN High Commissioner For Réfugees

Source:

-April 30th marks the teath anniverdary of
- . South Vietnam's“demise but the horrors of

i war cantinye unabated in Southeast’'Asia.
Over.1,000,000 Indochinese have'been reset-
‘tled in’ foreign lands and still more are
fleeing the raging internecine;conflicts.

i
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339 R during the.conflick, | 4
(3 & thea Cambodians and ‘56%: of the

Vietnamesa lost ‘all of their" personal pro-

pertyLi .

384 of the Cambodians and 12% of the
Vietnamese stated they felt their lives
were in danger for up to four years. A
similar amount reported a shortage of food

t who must feed and house the

oaly those agencies
iare under cantract to them and those ccher
agencies which deal with the overflow are,
at this point, not reimbursed. All of this
has resulted inp queries concerning the U©.s.
resettlement program., As the following
1983 charr indicates; 37% of the almost
700,000 refugees in that year lived in

Between 1975-83, 63% of those leaving came for the same perjod. : California. These figures doinat reflect
to the United States as the chart below One in five {13,000) were :imprisoned for the increased growth in. 1984 and:early 1985,
indicates: b - ; e 3 ,politlcal-rqasoga. o oy . California | 248,000 e ¢
- . " According to, 'Seleng Tom, Santa“Clara Men- Texas ! 54,900 - °
s T e , tal Health:Department, the refygees' psy- Washington 31,000,
5 ‘The United States figure rose to an 'lchologigal traumatization is compounded Illinois- g ,000°
estimated 710;000 by ‘January; 1985, and ac- only,bvia myriad of health problems. He Pennsylvania ; © 23,400
cording to thexgovernmentt more will be alw . stated that,60% of:the Cambodiang were in New - York 23,300
“lowed entry. . Negotiations are continuing * T very:bad health.and 50% ‘were in. immediate Minnesota 21,500
between Washington and Hanoi“concerning ap- need of mental health treatment upon arrival Virginia i 20,000
proximately 50,000 Amerasians, ‘their fami- in this country: | Mr, Tom further empha- Other States 226,500

lies and other Vietnamese®who formerly wor~
ked for the U,S8. Government, Problems of °

adjustment§~pgggram administration and fin- ‘celve public health care that is ‘paid for refugees, 78% of Los Angeles' Indoc aese,,
ancial responsibility are-compounding almost i by the'égunty-taxpayer; not the federal gov- ' ireceive some type of welfare-and,abo 32%: ¢
as rapidly. kit A L * ernment, 3 ok i T ; .of the recipients moved form other s .tes.

Incoming refugees are?éssigﬁédrtijarioua
states by the Pederal Office of "Refugee Re~
settlement. " This agency eontracts church

and other private greups to assist the Indo- {,

chinese in adjusting, findipg work and hones, w ??f?qgggecgigsggffnglgf 82;{ g%ezgzmg:;b;d— only one project"haq?shqwnvmsaSurabl suc—~
> : e ¥ %.18n8, {39% of the Vietnamese and 49% of the gess 0 the Cambodian!Cluster. Abaut 10,000
Though this office is in charge of monitor- _Chinese-earn less than $8500 annually. This Indochinese are °1?‘t‘?§d 13 tf:lfg ;is:
ing the entire resettlemsnt process and X ., 38 far below the $15,500 median income in and necessary Bgivbge” gritay .gz 3 xhas"g“g
- federal funds expended,” the number of ra-" ‘the United States; 1 < are readily, availsble.. Culture fiqu s

fugess and bureaucratic problems,have be- -
come mindboggling. In-1983 alaone, -USA

L £

- the U.S. from Vietnam) 17,785 from Cambodia
and. 7,423 Laotians,

Today reported 23,272 Indochinese enterad

T§e>m@st diftieu}trobf

TUCSON CHAPTER 106
P.O. Box 40993, Tucson, Arizona 85717

sized that 99% of the Cambodians; 31% of
the Chinese and 22% of the Wietpamése re-

Adjustment 'is further gomplicated by the
difficulty in finding employment”in Santa
Clara County. The current employment rate

! ,this country,
Fey, if any, Indochinese social workers and
psychologists residetin the United States,

! The necessary feelings of love; camaraderie

“and family%d03nop-sgep.ta be there., Many

i.The outlook is not good in~

iLos Angeles County, for axample,épayn $3

million yearly to provide welfare ™o the

The repetitious question is who repa : Los
-Angeles and California?

1 Federal and private officials are
ing to slow the westward refugee flc  but

and first year progress showed 88% @ <he
refugess ware atill 1iviag whare the had
been resettled, mostly in Ohigq, I11is is
and New Yark, There. is a,limit, howear,

to what can be done:to keep these peorle
from leaving for cCalifornia since Rf&wt'?llt

it is a free country. - g

vt sespnyn, -
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A Vietnam War Collection is available to -
Veterans who need to document thelr activi-
ties in Vietnam. - Official records of combat:

_ experiences can be critical in demonstrating
to'the VA that a-Veteran experienced stress—
ful events which may have resulted in PTSD.
or exposure. to ‘Agent Orange. Rt A

The Vietnam War Collection contains:

operational ‘reports - lessons learned
combat ‘dfter action reports
casualty reports : 153
letters to next of kin .
daily ‘jourhals of battalions
morping reports T
Vietnam station lists
command“vost listings
situation reports

.+ strength reports ¢

To:permit as complete a search ag posgsi-
ble, it is important that the following in-
formation be provided: the Veteran's full
name, military service and Social’ Security
numbers, units df assignment (company, bat-
talion;:xegiment, division) and 'specific

incident in guestion (type, place, date and .

where available; names of friends killed in
the action). In addition to. asking for in-
formation to document a particular stress-
ful incident, be sure to ask for a report
indicating the likelihood of exposure to
herkicides in that area. Upon request, this

group provides maps to ¢oncerned Veterans .

which indicate the area-¢of operations in '
yvietnam -and individual hnit locations .in
relation to- herbicide spray missions.
HrlggubQipiiag g b, i
Army Agent Orange Task Force
office of Deputy. Adjustant General '
(DAAG~ESG) - g J

‘Attn:. Richard Christian -

1730 % Sty, NW, Rm. 120 .

Washington, D.C, 20006

[T

To .obtain a corrected-DD:Form 214, Dis~
charge Certification, without.the Separa-
tion Program.Number (SPN) or Separation
pesignation Number -(SDN) .in the Air Force,
write to.the following address for the
branch ‘you were assigned.to: o
ARMY ¢ . Commander, - Reserve Companents
. personnel’ &"Administration Center

Box .12479;:10livette Branch | . &

St. Louis, MO- 63132 . A NS
USAF:  Air Force Military Personnel Center

(DPMDR)...... s ey

2l

it ¥ 7818
TRV T LR
NAVY: Chief, Bureau of Naval Personnel

(pers38) o
“.Department”of the Navy

4. Washington, D.C,. . 20870
USMC

.Commandant, USMC (MSRBO10)
HQ, USMC - ai i
Washington, D.C, 20380 “'.“i

AGENT ORANGE:MEDICAL RECORDS
e . $99 £ 5 1A M
If.you file a claim through'the class.
action settlement and/or the VA, you need
all the records obtainable. Write to:
Office of The Assistant’Secretary ‘of
Defense (Health Affairs)
ATTN: Capt. Peter Flynn
Department of Defense
washington, D.C. 20301.

R
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1f you-know any parents:of Vietnam KIA's
be sure to tell them about the American
Gold Star: Mothers. .Their purpose is to work
together. for the betterment of pur country .
in memory of.their sons and daughters. They
invite all Vietnam.Gold Star Parents to join
them. They-can write: = /7. 4
Amerigan.Gold Star Motheks ‘')
, National- Headquarters
2128 Lexoy-Place,;NW:
Washington, D.C. :,20008

.Veterangtcan askto receive the awards, .
ribbons,‘medals and citations, including - =%
unit citations they-are eligible for. by wri~

ting:
Marine

Conmandant,> USMC™
" Code:; DL. - [ i )
..rWashington, -D.C, " 20380

Chief of Naval Personnel’
_Department of the Navy °

- .si4.washingtoen, D.C, i :

¥

hayy;

. -“Commander,:U.S. Army Reserve Com= *
w +ime mepenents Personnel & Administra- ‘
iirinuobiqn Center o .

S2. Abgnt AGUZ-PSE-AW
«jx197Q0 Page Blvd.™: -
., yiSt.louis MO 63132
USAP: b Commander,.U.$: -Air Force Military .
L9 u.aq-wugoaaonnc}fConter”* :
Attni’ AFPM-PE" &
ot . ,sRandolph AFB, TX 78148
Coast.., Cofmandant, U.8. Coast Gyard
.Guard: *'43¢h:and E 8t., I :
AR washington,”D.C. 20226
S e L
| R R

g0 e
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~ vatérans 8re being soughtias:agents by
the Border-Patrol of the Immigration and -
waturaifzakion Service (INS).-!Bight hun-=’
dred pusifions are now open and axpected - - .-
legislabdon will add-another, 2,400 by early -~
“mpring.. Veterans who pass a written exam- . .
”inat}onﬂand{ggvs a ppeaking.knowledge of

H

\

ship benefits and privileges.

Fragments

By Chuck Hovey

Spanish will be awarded points in addition
to theiriVeteran's praference. Inforimation
on these opportunities may be obtained from
your local Border Patrol or write tor
Immigration. and Naturalization Service
Central Office . b
425 I Street ™
Washington, D.C.” 20536

‘A complete listing of Aix Force litho-
graphs, ranging from fighters to gatellites,
is available from the Air Force or Govern-
ment Printing Office. They're relatively
inexpensive.and.make good -conversation. pie-
ces. ‘Write: -

USAF Lithographs Listing

DAVA~-N-LGL

Norton AFB, CA 92409

or
Government Printing Office
Yashington, D.C. - 20402

The .Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C...
seems to have established itself as the se-
cond most popular tourist attraction in the
sation's capital. The National Park Ser-
vice,qwhich.is.in charge of such matters,.
says“the Vietnam Memorial was visited by
precisely, 1,219,226 people’ from January 1T
1984 through July 31, 1984. Only the Lin-
coln Memorial’ drew more visitors in the same
period = 2,099,443. Third in popularity was
the Jefferson Memorial with:715,190 visitors
and fourth was the White llouse with 627,618,

Radcitchers,‘lnc.. is the association of
the 199th Light Infantry Brigade in Vietnam
{Combat Redcatchers). If you're a former
trooper seeking. camaraderie, please write
to the group:

Radcatchers, Inc.

Box 122 Jore

Chantilly, VA 322021

Gamewardens of Vietnam - This oxganization
is composed of Veterans who perpetuate the
name of Naval Task:Force 116 in Vietnam,
"Operation Gamewarden". Fore more!informa-
tion,: contact the organization at Box 5523,

virginia Beach, VA .23455

Fo:mertlst CaVaiky menkers can become a
life member of the lst Cavalry Division As-
sociation for $10 and receive full member-—
Write to the
ssagiation.»302 North Main, Copperas Cave

'76522§2459;2“H*.&V : -;axgggg‘ T e

The Adolph Coors Company has been recog-
nized as the top hirer of Vets in the Uni-
ted States.. 32% of their work force is com-
prised of former servicemembers. In addi-
tion, Coors donated $50,000 to the Disabled
American Veterans Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Eagle's Nest, New Mexico.

The California Vietnam Veterans Leader-
ship Program has established a special tel-
ephone hotline for unemployed Vietnam Era
Veterans, 1-800-JOB~VVLP. Employers are
also-encoaraged to use this number.

According to a recently declassified
1966.CIA study, the total U.S. and South
Vietnamese troops strengths outnumbered the
VC/NVN/PLA 6 to 1, but the ratio of combat -
troops was about even! Of the 218,000 U.S.
Army and Marine Corps ground forces in coun-
try, only 44,200 were actually fighting.
Support troops comprised 15% of Communist
forces and 80% of Allied troops.,

. * a

ACCOUNTABILITY - When the USMC sent death
certificatss to families who had lost sons
in thé tragic.Beirut bombing, a seemingly
innocuous error was made. 50 of the 241
certificates state the Marines were victims
of “"death due to accidental injury", and the
remainder were designated “non-battle deaths.,"

A cOpLIAVSEAY,.3L0sa as. suryiving family mem-
beris comp afn’é‘é‘f‘c;f’f? the e"ér%r” “and” Benatot™ """

Chairles’ Percy lodged official protests from
thel Marines to the Department of Defense.
Finally, the’Corps redesignated all’the deaths
ag "battle casualties” at the beheat of Cas-
per Weinberger, Secretary of Degense.

“““mwe 82nd Airborne Division Association *
has been in existence for over :38yyears and
now has made plans to have an All Alirborne
Chapter in everxy state.
ar can join’if he/she is a qualified para-
¢rooper or gliderman. The only qualification
is that you'must be Airborne. If interested
contact S.R. Gossett (85), 5459 Northcutt

Pl, Dayton, OH' 45414.

THE MCNAMARA FENCE ~-.Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara proposed constructing a 10~
nmilefwide "buffer zone" across South Viet-
nam according to a declassified 1966 CIA' top
secret report. The plans included 11 mil-
lion anti-parsonnel mines; 415,200 anti-
-ank mines; 843,720 fence posts with barbed
wire; 72,000 floodlights, 1,800 12" rotating
searchlights powered by a small ATOMIC REAC-
TOR; & guard every 400 meters; and the ‘use
of ATOMIC DUST OR MUSTARD GAS in the soil.
petailed plans were ordered by the Secretary
of Defense from the armed forces without re-
‘gard to cost or political impact..

i

-3

Any Airborne troop- .

[}

A provision of the Department of Defense
Authorization Act, 1985, establishes’a three
vear pilot peacetime GI Bill program:affect-
ive July 1, 1935. To’'be eligible, an ipdi-
vidual must enter the service between July,
1, 1985 and June 30, 1988. Participants
must be high school graduates or earn a GED
duripg this period of service.. Also inclu-
ded are those who, as of December 31, 1989,
are eligible for educational assistance be-
nefits under Chapter 34 of Title 38 and with~
out a break in service on Active duty since
the completion of the service establishing
such eligibility. A [

' Basi¢ entitlements:

a, $300/month for 36 months (3 years

active duty or 2 vears active and 4 years.

in Selected Reserve or National Guard).
b. $250/month for 36 months (2 years
of active duty.)

c. Unless the servicemember elects not
participate in the program, his/her bas-
ic pay will be reduced by S$100 a month ,for
12 months ‘in order to be entitled to full
educational benefits. A service member
who, as of December 31,71989, is eligible
for educational assistance benefits under
Chapter 34 is not 'subject to a reduction in
basic pay.

i 4, .Administered and paid by VA
Kicker to basic entitlement: a. Up to
$400 additional; b, Discretionary, can be
targeted; c. Paid by Department of Defense.
Supplemencal benefit: a. $300 a month
Zor 36 months (five years of service i. ad-
dicion to initial three years); b. Di-Zre~
tionary, can be targeted; c. Paid to 2"D.
Guard and Reserve Entitlement Prog
a. $140 a month for 36 months (enlis
reenlistment or extension for 6 year
b. Paid by.DOD. it
No new enrollments in post-Vietnar
Educational Assistance Program (VEAP)
1, 1985 through June 30, 1988.

to
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Ollie Pickral is attempting to locate ad-
dresses of all VietVets who served with the
11th Armored Cavalry'Regiment for a possi-
ble reunion. If you're one, send your hame,
address and phone numher to hid, 1607 Lorrie
prive, Richardson, TX 75080. Don't forjet
to include your,year-in country and v.it
assignment. “"‘ SR (RN s

a VvietVet Army dental hygienist, Sharon.
Rice, is researching health issues of women
who gerved in Vietnam as arg of her yrad-

g %ﬁérk atiefie Divgndonvot” goniedidrorks
California State University. If you wcul
be willing to answer a questionnaire, please
contact her at the following: :

Sharon Rice . x

ATTN: Eugene 0. Sahs
pivision nf Social Work:
CsU-Sacramento b
6000 J Street o
Sacramenco, CA “95819-2694

HR 1961, the Veterans' Dioxin and Radia-
tion Exposure Compensation Standards Act,
has been assigned the following Pubiic Law
Number:

PL No. 98-98-542, 98 Stat. 2725 (Oct.

24, 1984) ;
Copies are available for $1.00 from the Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washintgon, D.C.
20402,

5
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A Massachusetts:writer would
terview anyone who was involved in Cperation

“1ike . to in-

Phoenix.
tact; 4
‘Doug Valentine . F 54}
iP.0U Bow 1674 Hmiieersisusd

.Lunenburg, MA1 Q1462

If you are interested, :please con-

Jim Gutshall, A VietVet and VVA Member,’
would like to correspond with women Veterans
who also served in Vietnam. - Jim served in-
countrv from 11/3/69 to 11/10/70 »: Tai Khe, -
An Khe, and Pleiku, but would like co suc- %

cessfully contactiwomen VietVets reqardless

s

of where they waerae in Nam. Contact him at.:
© 6307 Jackson St. 7 :
Philadelphia, PA 19135~ e
&F : ;

. ‘Michael Norman, 8‘'New York Tim ¢ reporter,
,is writing a book. about the men w-- served
with him in” Golf Company; 2nd Bn, ith Marine
in 1968. Please contact him at’1.? Wilwood
Avenue, Uppeg ngpglair,;qq ;gyo¢3.a

Doc Woody; Fox 2-9, 3rd Marine Rivision,
1967-68 wants to organize a reunioi. Con-
tact him at 25428vMountain Drive, Arling- .
‘ton WA 98223, 4 s R 4

Did you 'serve;with Charlie Company, lsat
Bn, 9th Marine, 3rd Marine Division, from
April 1966 tp july 19677 If you aid, .write-
to Dave Miller and‘recaive & copy of the .
C1/9 roster and reunion informati~a. pDave's
;ggizas is 1528 Red Oak St., Chzr.eston, WV

SR,




*'WITNESS TO WAR ° AT IS Rt

‘By Edwina Vogan ! !

‘How does-a Vietnam Veteran, now a phy=~"
“'sician,”explain why he’ spent a*year doctor~"
ing civilians in a Salvadoran "free:Zone"?

"I've been called a communist,” Charlie
‘Clements says. "I'm not. I'm.a humanist
‘and I'm involved in El-Salvador because
our government is responsible for much of

the violence. The U.S. is sounding increas-
ingly as it did in Vietnam 15 years ago,

and I'm very aware of what that led to." .

Less than twenty years ago Charlie Clem-
ents, a-graduate of the Air Force Academy,
was:a C-130 pilot in the 50th Tactical Air-
1ift Squadron which was primarily based in

Taiwan, alchough they also served in Saigon
during 1969-1970. He flew 50 combat missions
out -of Saigon and Cam Ranh Bay. Charlie
never questioned his country's call to duty;
,in fact, he wanted and pursued a military

career. He recounts some of his experience
“in Nam in his recently published book, Wit-
ness to War, 1984, and what brought anger
and doubt in his mind aboyt United States
involvement in Vietnam. Of the many things
that he saw and expericned in Vietnam, the
iecss of friends and the constant denials
and lies the Nixon administration about the
escalarion intc Cambodia disturbed him the

most. ] i,

In 1970 he declared himself unfit for
-duty and returned to the States. He knew
then that he could nodt go back should the
Air Force try to send him there., After
meeting with his squadron commander to
explain his position he was recommended

to see a psychiatrist. The talks with the
psychiatrist lasted several months and he
was ‘'given a desk job. In September, 1970,
he was put into the psychiatric ward at
Lackland Air Force Base. He spent six
months there trying to get out and was
finally given a psychiatric discharge in

1971. Afrer taking a few years off ta thinkJ
he entered medical school. He likedthe
r3ea ¢f becoming a doctor because ‘of the
positive roles playegwby_medics”and doctors

in Yietnam. tr e Sty

.53 a doctor in 1980 he joined:aYmedical
center in Salinas, Callfornia. ‘' .Améng his
ratients were Salvadoran refugees who were:
2xperiencing wat'he termed “physical and
psychological torturg®. fThe first case he’
treared was that'ofia fifty-four year old -
Salvadoran.school teacher who had had a. 5
breasg,macheted.off' by government interro-,
jators., i S B b

Charlie became more and more disturbed .

by his Salvadoran patients and decided to:.
lo something, He tried to.organize other
doctors, but.realize he had pothing for
‘them to-do. Groups like Catholics Relief
Services and the Peace Corps could offer
him no jobs bécause they said it was too
“dangerous. Through his own initiative and
negotiations with the Salvadoran guerillas

LD ensered EL Salvadop. Feb 1982, He
—éf“ufgg %:%deé’#jgﬁ:a‘%g“g%@ D, ;ﬂﬁ%ﬁimﬁ%
E8aL; anynae withoyl 3&& fd o paltrical
sfcoieideration, 2) he:wonld not bear arms
2nd 3) he wanted to work with civilians.
~The year Charlie spent in®Salvador was
a tough and demanding one, personally and
colitically. He worked under severe medi-
~al restrictions - no'hospitals, bad sani-
tation and little staff. Death was. always
close because of constant bombings by the
Salvadoran Air Force and troop attacks of
villages. He almost died from denque fever,

similar in symptoms to malaria. :
Charlie left Salvador in the:yspring of
1983 to bring back medical supplies, but
‘discovered he wanted to bring: the story of
‘the war in El Salvador to the ‘American pub-
lic. He has spoken to Copgregs, many citi- .
zens' groups and has established a medical
support group called: "Medical Aid to El
Salvador”. He spoke in Tucson recently and

encourages all Americans to consider U.S.
foreign involvement in Central America,

When he was asked what he will do if
there is a U.S. troop invasion in"El Salva-
I have to."

dor, he said,."I'll go back.

SENATE COMMITTEE BACK LOAN

The Arizona Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee has given their approval to'a pro-
posed $250,000 state loan for construction
of a Phoenix Vietnam Veterans Memorial
honoripng those killed or missing in action,
If the legislation is passed by the legis-
lature, the Vietnam’'Veterans Memorial Board
would utilize the funding to build a bronze
and black granite memorial at Wesley Bolin
Plaza in Phoenix sometime this year.

According to Representative Jim Hartdegen
Chairman of the Veterans Board, the loan
will be repaid over a two year period, if
necegsary, through contributions and fund-
raising afforts organized by a local beer
distributor. Committee members hope the
pay-back requirement is eliminated before
final passage of the bill which will reach
the Senate floor shortly. % .

"My only sadness {s that we'are not just
appropriating the $250,000 today  (January
27, 1985)," said Senator John Mawhinney,
R-Tucson. "It comes to a miserable $400.
apiece to recognize that sacrifica.”

(Late note - A bill' appropriating. $260,000
passed the House February 7, Ed,) .

4

VA APPOINTS NEW MEDICAL CHIEF
=N =i-Lirs

sy

been splected’as “the agency's next

..ehigf medical officer., VA Administrator Lis
Harry N.'Walters announced the appointment =
of pr. Ditzler to head the nation's
largest health care system. The appointee
was director of the San Diego Medical
Center and will succeed pr. Donald L.
Custis who retired in May of 1984,

A World War II and Korean Conflict
Veteran, Dr. Ditzler served with the
US Army Medical Corps from 1946-53.
He is - a board-certified anesthesiologist
and has both field and headquarters
experience in the operation of VA's
Department of Medicine and.Surgery.
Prior to becoming director of the San
Diego facility, he managed the agency's
medical budget which exceeds $9 billion
this year.

. DFL, John W.. bitzler, a3VA_phx§icign. has

NOVEL LEGAL SUIT FILED OVER HERBICIDE

Lawyers for Vietnam Veterans exposed to
Agent firange have filed a second lawsuit
againsc the federal government'in an attempt
tc win $1.82 billion. The lawyers, .who
successfully argued the class action suit,

+ 103t in an earlier attempt to sue the fed-
eral government and concede the latest
strategy is a long shot.

Their arqument - is based on quality spe~
cifications of the herbicide., Federal law
Protects government contractors from liti-
gation as long as what they supply meets
government specificaticns, Agent Orange
dis meet requirements when supplied, but
this ¢censtitutes trie argument. Benton
Musslewhite, key attorney, -and his col-
leagues arque that the government had un-
constitutionally deprived their clients
of their "property" since it provided the
chenical companies with an almost iron-
clad defense against Veterans' charges.
Therefore, the chemical companies were able
to evade responsibility for health problems
and force the Veterans to accept only a
fraction of their $2 billion claim. As:

a result, the lawyers argue, the gov-
ernment - should pay the difference be-
tween the $2 billion and settled $180
million ~ $1,820,000,000. it 1

:0ther arguments advanced are that’ the
government:knew of'Agent Orange exposure
dangers, but failed to .insure that adeguate
precautions in handling and application i
were‘taken. = The suit alao contends the
government wronged the Veterans after they
leftthe 'armed forces by failingito give
them tests and medical treatment. Both
of ‘these arguments make an assumption that
dioxin-caused rhe disorders experienced by
:the Veterans; a fact the government, sev-
eral federal surveys and the judge have

———

The President signed into law October

30, 1984, legislation aimed at establish~
ing cancer screening and research facili-
-ies to.aid people who lived inthe path of
fallout from open-air atomic weapons tests
during the 1950's and 1960's.

The new law calls for $6 million to es~
cablish a screening and research clinic in - H
S¢. George, Utah, in addition to another
$4 million in federal matching -funds to
nay for a research center at the Universi;y
of Utah in salt Lake City. p A :

More than 1000 residents”in southern
Utah,“northern Arizona and southern Nevada
filed a3 massive lawsuit contending they or
their relatives suffered from disease or
died as a result of radioactive fallout,

In May, 1984, U.S, District Judge Bruce
Jenkins. ruled the government was responsi-
ble for cancer in'10 of 24 .cases considered
ty the court, He ordered the government
pay $2.6 million to plaintiff in the
.cases, but denied the .other 14, 3

et
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RETIRED COLONEL RECEIVES NOTICE!
' AnBl-year-old'retired Army’colonel,
Thomas A ®itcher of Tombstine, received
2 letrer from the Selective Service System
which directed the combat Veteran of three
Wwars Tto complete a registration form
for the draft., Being a good citizen
and Zormer ayor of Tombstone. between
1960-66, he filled out the form and
returned it on December 6, his 8lst
- birthday.

i i’
B

On January '3, ‘Col. Pitcher received. a
query letter from Selective Service re~
questing verification of his date of birth
and an explanation that only men:'born after
‘1960 are required to register. He replied
that he filled out the registration form
because "I wantéd to show that.I am as
stupid as your computer, Incidently, I re~
tired from the Regular Army with 30 years
service on 1-29-59." The retired office
ended his note: "I was in combat in three
ward.! He is still awaiting a reply.

REAGAN TO TAX DISABILITY BENEFiTs 1

For months now,” the MONSOON TRIBUNE. has
been warning /its 'readers of various plans
the Reagan Administration was contempla~
ting to allevi@te the federal 85€Vcit E i
while penalizing the men and women who
have served this country honerably. Rea-—
gan's tax simplification plan would re-
quire Veterans injured during their mili-
tary service to being.paying federal in-~
come tax in fiscal vear 1987 on the dis~
ability benefits they received.

The inpact of the tax would be pffset
somewhat by an income tax credit- of up to
15 percent for disabled Veterans according
to the Office of Management and Budget.
Veterans ygroups, however, reiterate the
overall effect would be a.dramatic reduc~
tion in benefits for most of the country's
2.2 million disabled Vets. . ~ -

R. Jac« Powell, executive diteqtor of
the Paralyzed Veterans of America, simply
stated: "This is ridiculous!"  Powell,
who lost the use of his legs after heing
injured in Vietnam, further..added: "To
tax compensation that is being paid to
remunerate a Veteran for a disability that
(s/)he suffered fighting for his country
is simply immoral.” The Disabled American
Veterans have already $ent a letter to the
President calling the proposed tax a “de
vastating attack” on the financisl secu-
ricy of disabled Veterans. Ho response
has been noted from the Veterans of For=-
eign Wars, who heartily endorsed Reagan
during their 1984 convention.

TONKIN GULF-NEVER HAPPENED?

Retired Admiral James B. Stockdale,
former Vietnam War POW, broke a 20-year
silence to say the August 4, 1964, Gulf
©¢f Tonkin incident was a phantom battle.
The Gulf incidents resulted in a
congressional resolution which gave
President Lyndon B, Johnson a blank
check to wage war in Vietnam.

According to“Stockdale's hook,

In_Love And War, the United States -launched
an air actack after a radar man.on the USS
Maddox reported enemy " torpedo boats -
closing fast} 'Stockdale led the air strike
and was the only pilot at water level..

~He writes there were “no boats, no boat

wakes, no ricochets. off hoats,..no boat
sunfire, no torpeda wakes-nothing but
black seas and American firepower.”
Hours later, LBJ ordered retaliatory
strikes on military targets in North-
Vietnam. ' Stockdale's account of the |
incident supports reports in the 1971
Pentagon Papers.

ARTICLE
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‘awarded a former Army paratrooperimore than

$2 millicn after finding Veterans Adminis-
tration doctors had negligently administered
a drug coverdose. =

The drug, Thorazine, caused Larry Hedin,
36, to develop a permanent cippling nerve
disorder which resulted in loss of control
over body movements. Hardin'will receive
$2,162,542 and legal costs as-a result of
the decision. .

He was administered the drug over a four
vear period, 1976-80, when it'was discovered
he had a movement disorder. Hedin cannot
sit still more than 15-20 seconds and has
no.control of his arms, legs, neck, mouth
and jaw. b

A tentative ‘settlement of $19.7 million was
reached between the U.S. Government, Lock~-
heed Corporation and 78 Vietnamese orphans
adopted by Canadian and European parents,
The orphans survived a 1975 crash of a
Lockheed~built C=-5A military transport in
Saigon during the last days prior to the
North Vietnamese takeover of the South.
135 of 330 people aboard including 93 of
the 247 orphang -were killed. H R

In 1982, Lickheed and the U.S. Goverfi-
ment reached a settlement of $13.5 million."
with 45 orphans aboard the plane who were |
adopted in this country. Seven others were
settled out of court. ° . _ . :

Under the terms of the latest settlement,
Lockheed and the government will pay 14.5, |
million in cash donations, $2.9 million in -
a trust fund for the most ill of the “for- .
eign" orphans and $375,000 to-aomplete di-
agnostic examinations of the children
The payment of $17.8 million is in addition
to $450,00 already tendered by Lockheed for
diagnostic examinations and additional
$375,000 paid by the aircraft manufacturer
under an agreement made September 14, 1979. »
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¥ SETR
The following is my proposed plan. for
regionalizing the, Vietnam Veterans of
America, Ing. | If:this plan is acceptable,
furthe:.ﬂega;;s will be worked out in the
furure. B
The cquritiy could be brpken down into
six regions, Each regiopal director
would be:elected by the State Councils ;
¢% zhat’fegign, or at a'regional convention .
These s;x.regionpl directors would all
aucomatically be‘on the National Board
of Di{eq:o;gugf VVA. After adding the
Imiaw Mational 'Officers, the remaining’
¢ twelve dirééfors would be elected at
“¥atigna) Gonvention, - i g v
Thus, we Would have bot

3
e .

v

the Yarional Board of:Directors. 11 i Ey
Seligve-thisiplan would hele the . - o
membership feel more’ closely connected
with National VVa, and would areatly &
improve commupications, ' - &
The ‘erimary.target of this plan is.
membership growth, through a physical
vresence throughcut the country., To
:. Aachieve this end, each regional director
7 'should have A‘smail_oﬁficefandfoperatinq'
oudger for-expenses.. i A %
+:To allaw for this system 'to run
3moothly, it would be hecessary to
avpoint State Coordinators . in each .
state not-having’an active State Council.
T would be interested in- your response "
to this proposal, 2 A

Sincerely, e e Ja
Michael R. Flannery 3
State_qhaitman'é

FROM THE.TOP

-4

Ron Borque served with-the 25tk Infantry
Division in 68<69-70 -in Tay Ninh Province.
Pon jcined Chapter 106 in October and I'm
S0rry to say my-.new friend'moved back to
Soston this month. The night before he
lefz, he rold me that.for the past 15 years
Ne had been an insomniac, but after meeting.
octher Vets from the Chapter and talking
asout Nam he Can now gleep at night a lot
PRSI BELATE andThy Sad, Noirugd.
is now in
to.form a vva
« s-8ide of‘Boston}
“w'-If you need’ us.:

TS AT

Jim-Randall’ .
#President, '106

¥

yosie as -+ WELCOME HOME
By 'Ron' Borque

1 was returning the United States after
nineteen months in Viet Nam, I knew the:
flight ‘would take about fourteen hours and
tiree 'stdps before reaching the great u.s,
of A., and, believe me, T couldn't wait, ot
During the:last stretch of the flight, abouE
oneHolr” Béfore touchdown:into Oakland Air
Force Base, California, I~sudden1y,foun§
myself.thinking back to th;eeamoments.lﬁhgqn,
experjenced, and hoped 'l would forget,

‘I'famember;whenhmy.plang}hagvjust,;anded.l
‘in viat‘Namfuahdxtné stewprdasngaa telling !
y$-to:disembark 3cross, the alxistrip to a
tin’ hut. Phereiwe would be greeted by soma=

k.. one. The disembarkation from the plane took -

- The first crey

‘got"up-and walked'outside!tand the second; ',

. thenithe third: Iifelt ag if I ‘were dream- .

. "ing; as”if this couldn't be real, Suddenly

I found mvself at ‘the.door. "I didn't.even " °
S remember.getting. up'and walking to it., o

- gatking downthe ramp,iI noticed the air.

. «wa§ thick, so.thick T was avare of the quan-
y'v tity I was inhaling, and humid,:too. My '
15 hai&t»was~pqundinﬂ_t;s@erygnd faster as I-

walked durther down’the ramp. I became: . oy

™ aware of a musty ‘Incinerator smell, My P

~ heartpounded against my chest. I remember .
-#i-*thinking that ;fégqath"hadugq~odo;, I.was.
smellingiit now, sl a gl o A
"M¢* fiedlory quickly flashed'to the issuing
“of{the”weapcn:;,ﬂzdwaq%;tanding.in_1ine, L
* moving.ahead @vary ten seconds or so toward
:.a big grdean figure passing out gups, Ge-
< ting closer, I.oould see:his big gut ovarw?
3 1app$ng#htugbq1t1by;th;:ty@poundstor.so. !

* " The .sergeant wasgtaying_:omethlng,to each
coldier as he handed. him,a rifie, but I
couldn't make it out. I‘moved closer .
and-closer %.,, /T noticed there wasn't”
sound.. Everyone;looked petrified. I was
wondering ifstheyiknew somsthing I didn’g,
=T was:next.'. The sergeant's eyes met mine &
as he'held out a”dull.;blqck.ritla. The, ki i

-damned. thing looked evili 'I’quickly scan-,
ned ‘the rifle from muzzle

! q‘butt.~'rgxln
oment Tiwondered what would happen i 3
gidn?t :aka it. A loud shout of “KI;LER%"”
‘came from the sergeant's mouth. The ser-
geant threw the: M-16 at me, andil caught it
like.a boy catching'a-ball for. the firsty .
time, " fumbling it-in the alrifor a few :
seconds before gaining controll: The ser-;
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SISTER COLUMN

By Yolanda Hovey

some 0f that attention extended to the
visual media,

(PSA),
use their'military benefits earned while
in servige. Another PSA 'I have seen was
directed at women who served overseas in
the armed forces, Red Cross, etc,
omen's Overseas Service League is inter-
‘ested in hearing from these women.
I was especially pleased to see two

talevision brograms whose central charac-
ters were Viecnam,Army aurses. In early

Januagry, €88 aired an episode of “Trapper
John,‘M.D.“ about a nurse who was suffer-
ing from Post Traumatic Stress. The pPro-

aram’ depicted some’ experiences that are
commen £o women who ‘served in Vietnam,

the nurse having flashbacks

; 9 to have problems with her
current’ job because of them.’ I say “cur-
rent” because she had worked at several
different,hospicals, somehow not being

able to stav in one prlace. The woman's
Ttroblems were being compounded by the fact
22t she denied the source of her distress.
%iven the limitations of a one hour enter-
raiamen: orogram I felt “Prapper John" die
a commendable job with this aspisode.

' The second vroaram was on NBC's detec~

stive show “Rip Tide”, .This shoy was not

‘as reqlistic’as»the'?T:gpperuJoﬁn” episode.i

“For one thing:'the“accxégi'playing :
Ax ering flashbacks of Vietnam

o d enough for the-part.
£till, the makers of “Bip'Tide" should be
Fiven credit for being. among the first to
lncorporate a woman Vietnam Vet in their
storyline. e
For viewers who had little or no aware-

ness of women VietVets, these TV Programs
trovided some information and Perhaps dis-

. pelled some nisinformation. . fThere is still
4 portion of "the Public who do not know

sthat women served ian;etnam._‘Some people
Know women served, but do 'not ‘realize many
of them éxperienced flashbacks and Post
Traumatic Stress upon ‘their return state~
side. Also that these women are still try-

,inq‘to dealxy}th these and other prablems

Bt

el sasmalausiahe cosanile ..
m aftereffects are some of
& themselves, Like the nurse in

Some of these female Vets

"Trap-
have

f the major problem being
Post: Traumatic Stress Disorder, which mani-
fests as depression, relationshiv instabi~
lity] employment problems, etc.

« ‘Hopefully these television programs will
not be the last of their kind. The visual
medium has the capability to reach a large
. number. of meople. And it is going to take
reaching more of the nublic to make women

 Viztnam Vets less forgotten people.
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¢ PIMACOMMUNITY COLLEGE DRAMA DEPARTMENT
L ‘ .. . PRESENTS i

"

- -

e ; i 3
g "8h, what AlLovely War," the unlikely
YWorld!WarfI musical entertainment that was
thelhit of’London,: Paris and New ‘York

C ity from 196311966, will be presented

++Dy7the Pima Community College~Drama
Pepartment beginning Thursday, .March
Fah ]

The: show, creatéd by Joan Littlewcod,

vresents its period songs and vignettes
against é'background of grim photos, .
recruiting posters and ominous headlines, -
‘glving a vaudeville look on the surface,
while pursuing its. real purpose of stabbing
‘the hearts and minds of itsaudience with -~
a sense .0f how much of a catastrophe
the war was to a generation that came
@% age during those tragic years.
<"Oh,” What A' Lovely War™ will play
Thursday through Saturday at.8 pm in the

“West Campus- Little Theatre, . Pexformance :
dates are March 7th, 8th andi9th} and - A.
wMarch 14th, 15th and 16th. A-special

matinee is scheduled for Sunday, March .
A0th at 3.pm, . General Admission is -
5'53.00;;tacultyf;studentb and .staff are .
% $2:00. For reservations, calliBs4-6973,
1z i &
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The Sister Column——

NOMEN"S COMMITTEE e

The VVA Women's, Committee- held a.meeting
Wednesdav evening, January 23rd. The first
topic of -discussion was the need for a
chairverson, For now, the -group has deci-
ded a chairoerson would be elected at the
first.meeting of every quarter of the year.
For the first quarter of (

Hovey has been elected chairperson.

Another subject discussed was set times
to meet, "All in attendance agreed to the
second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m,,.
unless otherwise announced. The location.
will be determined on a basis of rotation
of central locations, 1f another: meeting
is needed later in the month, time and place
will be-decided at the-regular:Wednesday
meeting, - -

3150 addressed was the-subject of giving
the committee a new title. Basically it
was agreed that.a name less i
more distinguishing would help avoid con-.
fusion with any ‘other groups and set us
apart ‘from other groups. The committee
will be considering suggestions at the next
meeting, which will be 7 P.M, February 13.
at Barbara Porta's home. ‘Call 745-0350
for directions, The following meeting will
be 7 P.M/), Wednesday, March 13th.. The lo-
cation is as yet undetermined, but you may
call Cindy Glesinger‘at 747-7532 for fur-
ther information. i

Sincere appreciation goes to the Portas
for extending the hospitality of their home
for two meetings in a row.

HISTORICALLY," IN' PEBRUARY

1950 U.s. ang Britain recognize Bao pai's’
government. Chirfese Communists be~
§in to provide modern weapons to Viet
minh - February 7. }
Ho Chi Minh creates the Lao bong,
Workers Party as a substitute for the
Communist Party which was “dissolved®
in 1945, ¢ { ;
A plot to-.overthrow Prince,sihanouk,
Cambodia, was uncovered and the cIa
was implicated. %
American Military Assistance Command
was formed in South Vietnam on Febru-
ary 6. By mid-1962, American advisors
increased from 700 to 12,000,
M sBundy . 1R inatr ional
ey oo

1951

1959

1962

o 2 8zMund} :
& R = iz :
Soviet Prime Minister Alexei Kosygin
disembarks in Hanoi - February 4,

LBJ authorizes merican air raids
against North Vietnam, FLAMING DART
and ROLLING THUNDER, in retaliation
for,vc:attacks-on_American installa-
tions. Be 7x's B s 51 IR

LBJ and South Vietnamese leaders is-
sue a joint:cbmmuniqua in Honoluly

1964
stressing need for,pacification in
the' South - February 8, - P
American and ARVN recapture Hue after
26 daysjof fighting - February 26.
Westmoreland requests 206,000 more
American” troops, :
Kissinger begins secret talks with

Le Duc Tho in Paris ~ February 20.
South Vietnamese. forces begin oper-~
ations in Laos against Ho Chi Minh
Trail.. ™ )

Yorth Vietnamese General Van Tien

Dung goes.south to take command of -
Communist forces - February 5. L
China invades Vietnam. R

1971
1975

1979

"I.¢o believe under certain‘circumstances
a greater job could be done, to use your .
words, lin Vietnam?!,: with the introduction
of U.s, combat: forces.” I say that because
this is a war against.realists. It is a

. war which-depends for success upon support

from local people primarily." 1
"So 1 personally believe the introduction ,
oI U.S. ground troops in South Vietnam to='
day would hinder rather than help the. cam-:
paign against the insurgency." - q

Y Robert S, Mclamara
! Secrezary of Defense
. -Washington, D.cC.
" February Y7, 1968

E
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. » . it 8. b and
figured in the number 52, During the war around OKLAHOMA HILLS Operations by U.S. 7t
"52" was used to designate POW camps with IMar-29May69 26th Marine Regiments so;th— 1
Americans so it would not be bombed. TIn wast of DaN:nq 1;Mgu§ng S %
March/April 1981, two ground search teams Province. orps ) Lé
went into the area. However, they came un- R R N i s TR T e g ;
der fire and were not able to make contact.
The target was compromised after the story
was leaked to the American press. VIETNAM WAR OVERPLAYED? -
It has been learned that the August 9, : e
1984 he§r1n9 of the Subcgmmittee on Asian :roz?g ;:giga;a:fnigi?gfzgtingtzgg ﬁiﬁ?:
and Pacific Affai;s, chaired by Stephen,u. DO YOU REMEMBER? tied AR Analysis of Television Coverage
Sola;z, was televised by C-Span, What is 0f the Vietnam War® in their fall i-sue
percinent is the fact that when the testi- Oh, those nicknames .... which refutes the gommgnly held pe:  :ption
mony was printed, it had been edited. Parts . that news broadcasts overemphasize~ !.S
1) L} - . - Al v
of Mr: Solarz' and Congressman Applegate's Redlegs - artillery personnel involvement in that country, il
questions were deleted. The deleted ar%as Blanket Division - lst Cavalry Division; Oscar Patterson II], Associate ' sfes-
were relative to current photos taken o darived from largeness of shoulder sor at Fembroke State University, ‘«~sar-
live POW's by the Hational Reconnaisance patch. ) ' ched niahtly news programs from 1941975
Organ;iatlon in 1984. WHO AUTHORIZED THE 2loody Qne - lst Infantry Division, play . to find if these programs were £il 4 with
A O O CONGRE A3 ONAY RECORD§7 i o1 shoulder patch displaying red 1. ' “"american troops dead and dying and’ illing."
__ From the National League of Families, it Air “tattress - 3d 3rigade of 82d Airborne; A randonm sample of 180 news programe from
is learned that Department of Befense Public nlay on airborne, a title of distinction. ABC, CBS and NBC were studied since all
Afairs has distributed to 00 stations a- -221500, Ivy. - 4th Infantry Division; from were regular news programs from August S,
cross the U.S. and to the network stations desigd of shdulder patch and official 1968 to August 15, 1973. The programs’ pro-
a PSA by General Vessey. The PSA states title, IVY DIVISION. i § 3 :
the existence of "live POW's in Southeast Psychedelic Cookie - 9th Infantry Division; vided 3,502 individpal stories.
Asia.® Watch for this PSA. ‘% from octofoil design of its shoulder 24.2% of the stories were related to
As mentioned in the January issue of the patch ¥ietnam. At no point did a network air
Vie: Vet Monsoon Tribune, following is the Scared Horse - llth Armored Cavalty Regi- combat film or photographs above :z lavel
address for Sky Hook II, This rescue pro- ment: derived from shoulder patch dis- of 9.1%. Patterson suggested that a, few
ject is spearheaded by former- Congressman playing rearing horse. ey images from the war were remerbered
John LeBoutillier. Make your check payable Cu Chi Mational Guard - 25th Infantry Divi- by the public giving the impression that
to ACCOUNT FOR POW/MIAs, Sky Hook II Project . sion: the division headquarters and maj~ Americans saw the killing in Vietnam each
P.0, Boxx226683, pallgs Tx 75222w6683. i 5 i otity of its elements were at Cu Chi, evening on their television sets, ;
: : i : 2 Vietnam throughout the war. X ]
s AERG o e T Lt S e Sergaming Chickens - 1l0lst Airborne Divi-
LM LaRgasditie ﬁﬂh&tstiaigauyi%gq§£,gahﬁ%>‘ e akan: .gagle emblem: of shoulder
1981-1983, "served 6n the House"Poreign Af- : S ET AT po 13 SRS SRER AR e e it g 2 ] bR G R - B s "
Fairs Committee and 'I'agk Force on Prisoners motto - SCREAMING EAGLES . e i 5t _WG‘.‘EW‘“
of War in Southeast Asia. P The Herd ~ 1734 Airborne Brigade; affec-— ) o
WE INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY, ARE tionate nickname for first major combat AUTO MECHANICAL
THEIR COUNTRY. WHAT PART WILL YOU PLAY IN urtt sent to Viatnam, 2422 §. ROSE PEAK DRIVE
THEIR REPATRIATION? % 5 e Le1'~ shortened form of "straight-leg'; ¢ TUGSON, ARIZONA 85710
4 ' i 3 i1 gi ) .
‘Eleanor D. Reitz, sister igzg?ifles someocne not airborne qua ;
Major Victor J. Apodaca, USAF AR 4/ + .
MIA, North Vietnam 0 ) : ]
June 8, 1967 Viet Vet ..
o, W % 885-4747.
‘1 Refrigeration @ IHeating ® Air Conditioning
VIET VET MONSOON TRIBUNE is a monthly ' '
publications of the Vietnam Veterans of “
America, Chapter 106, P.O. Box 40903,
Tucson, AZ 85717, ALL RIGHTS ARE ARCHER AIR CONDITIONING E:
RESERVED, but reprints are persmissible r . i ]
with full credit given to author, if We Service All Makes And Models
listed, this Chapter and publication. ;s
DEADLINE: General meeting before each Viet Vet Owned and Ope::ated
185U S 546 E. 25th St, Tucson, AZ 85713/(602) 629-8904
i : 3 f i -1764
Staff Members: Craig Hilts 24 Hour Emergency Service 882.
Chuck Hovey™ )
Bess Jones 2 ]
Chuck Knippenberg ! :
Eleanor Reitz s ) %
Nigk Russell 3 ) 3
Bt Fragments (con't
Neil Gregerson o
Paul Middleton. ] \
Chez Marripap AIR DEATHS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA * ; i
r-—-—-—-————-—-——-—-.-—-‘————p—-—-—mwmm—-———-—-&-‘ (1Jan1961-31Decl976) A !
o 2 I Tvpe Personnel Army Navy UscG usMe USAF . Total
SUBS T IONS ' ;
us CRI?JI N I Fixed Wing Pilots 92 260 0 84 6548 1084
Sl : | Fixed Wing Alrcrew 36 186 0 56 612 890
Subscriptions to the Viet Vet Monsoon Tribune are now i o Passengers | (249 16 joiL) 8 103 1322
+h Helicopter Pilots ] :
available at the incredibly low rate of $5 per year. I o o 300% 50 o 315 §5 2465 _
Fill in the coupon below and send a-check or money i ' passengers 1416 59 0 259 21 1755 4
order payable to VVA Chapter 106 care of this news- I frot e, 1724 | i34it - 923 1472 7748
Tetter. i , Tt
| o ! Source; Departmepnt of Defense
NAME _ ! F
i 0.8, MILITARY LOREAS HY YHAR (ALY Bvee)
= Deaths 1966 1967 1968 1969 1978 1871 1372
ADDRESS | Combat 5008 9378 14592 9414 = 4221 1380 380
- Gy
reoplral ] Nonhostile 1045 1680 1919 2113 B4y sof E2 a8 3
CITY STATE ZIP i TOTALS 6053 11058 16511 11527 6065 2348 561
' Source: Comptroller, Office of Secretary of Defense
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POW/MIA Update

The Arizona Families of POW/MIA's are
sponsoring a state convention, Update '8S5,
on March 29-30 (Friday and Saturday) at the
Aztec Inn, 102 N. Alvernon in Tucson. MEET-
INGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. There is a
$10.00 registration fee for Saturday and a
$10.00 banquet.

Among the guest speakers will be Col.
Laird Gutterson and Congressman John McCain,
both ex-POW's, Chuck Hovey and Bess Jones,
both of VVA 106, will also be guest speak-
ers. Additional information will be forth-
coming. ] J

The Insider reports the following: 1In
April 1980, a patrol in Laos operating under
General Vang Pao, a former CIA contact dur~
ing the war, came across Fort Apache, a
detention center for 30 imprisoned pilots,
After contacting the CIA, it took 8 months
to reroute a satellite over the area. Sat-
ellite photos showed this POW camp with 30
men, measured by shadows, to be non-~Asians.
The Namarot photos revealed wood piles con-

Darts *
And Laurels #

pARTs anp rAbhers

*** USMC for their "accidental or non-
hostile" designations on death certi-
ficates issued as a result of 241 Mar-
ines losing their lives in the tragic
Beirut bombing.

43¢ John Macko, award winning KUAT Radio
personality. His consistent support,
both in word and deed, for Chapter 106
projects is exemplary. The VVA salutes
you!

##% The Buckleys on the birth of a son,
Sean Michael, on 15 January 1985. May
you all prosper and may we leave a
better legacy to your son and others
than we had.

424 Tom Hebert and the staff of the Vietnam
Newsletter for an outstanding publlca-
tion; and the Vietnum Bookstore for the
best s2lection of Southeast Asian books
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MAJOR MILITARY OPERATIONS IN VIETNA

Various military operations will be l:sted
in each issue-in order to jog memorie: and
perheps assist you in locating buddiss, lo-
cations, etc. If you have questions regard-
ing a specific one, please contact the Tri-
bune by mail.

MASHER/ Conducted by 'lst Cavalry Di-~
WHITE WING/ vision (Airmobile), ARVN and
THANG PHON/; IT ROK forces in Binh Dinh pro-
24Jan~6Maréé6 vince. First large unit op-
eration across corps, boun-
daries when Marines linked
with soldiers of the,lst
Cavalry. Corps/MRIX
lst and 25th Infantry Divi-
sions, 173d Airborne Brigade,
1lth Armored Cavalry and ARVN
units undertook joint opera-
tion against Viet Cong Mili-
tary Region 4 Headquarters in
Iron Triangle. Corps/MR II,
SCOTLAND 3rd Marine Division operation
lNov67-31Mar68°in westernmost part of Quang
Tri Province. Action center-
ed 'in Khe Sash area. Termin-
ated with commencement of’
PEGASUS. Corps/MRI

CEDAR FALLS
8-26Jan&7
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Chuck’s ‘Realm

Dear Citizens of ‘Arizona, .- = 5 .,
o I have followed‘the'iSsue,of'drunken
drivers in Arizona and elsewhere with i
- the same degree of concern that you have
for a number of years. The’combined
efforts of concerned’citizens and sev-
‘eral résponsible‘qroups such as MADD,
. SADD, .etc., resulted in the enactment
.0f a law raising the legal drinking
\3Ge to twenty-one. Midst arguments re-
‘Garding which age ‘group is more respon--
sible for accidents to the ability or
inability of those under thisg age to
responsibly imbibe, some disturbing
realizations arose. My concern is in-
© herent to our political process-why does .
che  rush to‘judgemeqt,seemingly treat
the symptoms rather than the causes)?
Drunken drivers are. a symptom of some-
thing awry in oyr society'that»is not
being addressed by our bagic institu-
tions, i.e. the family, education Bys=-
tems, religion, etc, Specifically,
in this latest .cyclical band-aiding,
thousands of young Arizonans 18-20
vears of age are or will be suddenly
caught in:a basic contradiction re-
garding the legal rights of passage.
Times have changed since I was part
of this age bracket. In 1965, one had ..
o bé‘twenty~one~;o,possess or consume
alcohol, apply for credit, engage in a
lagal contract and of course, vote.
The only aspect of citizenship not re-
guiring this statutory right of passage
was'military service whether by draft
induction or enlistment. Though I was
not legally old enaugh to manage my own
affairs or partake completely in the
political process, Selective Service
required me to register at age eighteen
and monitoretl my every activity. The
military branches were eager to have me
in 1966 and have me .they ‘did|
" Thousands of young men and women
under the age of twenty~one served their
councry then and currently throughout the
world. The average age of an American
comhatant’ in Vietnam was 19,2 years com-
pared to 26.4 in'World War II. This meant
that many of us returned from service or
overseas duty before our twenty-first
birthday and could not legally drink.
Ir my case, the hallowed age was .still
thircty days away ‘upon-my return on leave
from the war zone,: "I-wWwas not allowed to
purchase nor consﬁme‘alcoholic,beverages;v
have a single glass of wine with' my fam-~
iiv 'in public nor argue about.:.the fact.
Legally, those barely out.of “their teens
were deemed not responsible enough ‘to im-

bibe regardless of the circumstances
=hecglicumstance

__surrounding them.
b . It seemed‘rather ironie that those of

il 98 in ‘the service had possessed the re-

soonsibility for ‘literally millions of
dullars woth of materiel, operatedlex- .
spensive‘wgapons'sygtgl vwinsured.the . o
physicalsafety of”those Yed*and the -
protection of others, but*still the
state, via~-a-vis the ‘citizenry would not
grant us the benevolence of passage,
Thos of us who served in Vietnam and
rcountless other combat areas exercised
2 power which haunts many today-the power
9f god; the ability to determipe life
and death. Yet, war service,. the winning
2f our councry's highest medals for valor,
and recurning alive.did not suffice for .
one lousy glass of wine in public with
our loved ones before the twenty-first
birghday. E oy -
By

“

many-of us had been in
Vietnam, the Korean DMZ, etc.
many:of;us had killed a human
being' i% il o SRt

many .of us ‘had died in a
foreign:land., :

age 20,-

By

‘age 20,

By age 20,

By

v age 20;
die. kg T
many of us:had been wounded
physically/psycholggically.
many.of ‘us’did not have the
right to vote, but died
protecting yeup right-to do
¥ £SO T g SRR ERE I AT ek

You have a véry;delicate problem to
contend with. On March 8, 1971, Congress
and the necessarystates rati-
» fied antamendment to;theiConstitution, on
. July 1,° 1971, giving eighteen-year-olds
" tha right to vote. ‘Subseguently, thopse
- ‘between the ages of eighteen through. twenty
“are not only enfranchised, but also possess
D teredit, engage in legal contracts-and serve
‘their country. These men and-women can

By age 20,

By age 20;

somic processes, ‘but cannot purchase or con-
'sume an alcoholic beverage in this state.
You will a-difficult’ time -explaining the
logic 'of this to veterans who suffered the
agony of Lebanon or the brief exhiliration
‘of 'Grenada. "It's the law® will not be
enough to those who have felt or, forbid,
will fselithe searing pain of s bullat:as
it enters, a granade soncussion, an
artillery round exploding or the loss
©of a body member, How do yoy explain .

to these young peopleiwho are responsible,,

mature and committed.enough to safeguard
our .nation with the possible sacrifice of
- their own lives, they are not deemed fully

‘beverages in.Arizona, b : :
1 do not envy your position at all. At
least my gensration had very faw, if any’,
" legal rights to dwell upon and rising ex-
. pectacions were a breath of fresh air. The

i3

many: of :us had watched‘friends

fully participate in the political and econ-

* capable of handling the affects of alcoholic

kY

ﬁiega} rites of.passage are now conferred at

e

.age .’

eighteen and: somehow, many of you will

either have to copout or change the law to
reflect veteran or servicemember status.
It won't be easy since you have very power-

ful
ing

opposition - against you, but then chang-
the right to vote from twenty-one to

eighteen was once insurmountable,
In the rush to judgement midst the ad-

vertising hyperbole,

many of.you failed to

consider that a man or woman doing their

duty in’'the service,

and

were, perhaps,

old

line: old enough to
credit, be a homeowner,

age

making sacrifices
ensuring our, tomorrows become todays
being deprived. S/he is
enough to serve and put it all on the
vote, marry, possess
etc., but not of
£o drink.

I am disappointed someone did not pro-

. Pese a section of the new law giving service-

- glass of wine,
,of their
other" legal aged

;i lectual fervor,
rration’s efforts’

members or veterans under

one

the age of twenty-

the right to drink; or perhaps the right

tO have one drink; or at least one lousy

on the house, in the company
parents, or spouse, or "significant
"responsible"” adult.

I am fortunate in that at the age of .
thirty-eight, one has ample time to reflect

anad

being a historian intensifies the intel~
I like to think my gene-
and sacrifices gained the

Jcurrent one's basic rites of legal passage,

‘In the final analysis,

I was only twenty-

¢ LWO upon my second return Nam and again, I
{was turned down on a drink since my driver's

‘license had NO PHOTQ!

!
i
I

(scled me; but
iwitnessing the death of
‘at age nineteen without the
my adulthood still bothers

And, of course,

"anyone could forge a DD Form 214," as

“the kartender more than forcefully informed
me .,
{<han my CWenty-two years, but, gratefully,

mhe

I had the right
irink~the photo seemed secondary.

war

By that time, however, I felt older

redeeming factor was, at least, I knew

to purchase and consume, a

Somehow,

service and this rationalization con-

the thought of fighting,

friends and killing
state sanctifying

me.

#
' In the rush to judgemeng. . .., .
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*LOCATOR' SERVICES' AVAILABLE

. Each military branch has a locator service
available to assist you in contacting in-

dividuals onior off active duty.

Here'ls

how to use the service:

Py kY
1. Write your.:letter

Tdnthe rupPEY 1 TE Aind TG oTReF, §

and seal it in a
stamped envelope.

2. Write your friend's full name and

last know rank in the center of the en-
velope, and 'your re ular return ;qu§§§,

i Biacerchistone”inside a second. stam
ped™2avelope and include a sheet of de~
tails you know of your friend's service
record; i.e., SSN, service number, scho-
ols, station, MOS, AFSC, etc.

4. Seal and mail to the appropritate
service:

ARMY: HQDA (DAAG-DSR)

Alexandria, VA 22331

NAVY: USN (NMPC-641F)

* - " Washington, D.C,

20370

USAF: AFMPC (D003) -

Randolph AFB, TX 87150

USMC  HQ, usmMc (MSRB-13) %

cG

Washington, D.c. 20380 '

s USCG (G-Ps-1)
;¢ Washington, 'D.C.

q He said the
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Welcome
Welcome

Ye would like 'to.welcome the following new
members to the Chapter. We look forward to
meeting you and hope you will participate
in eveaery way You can,

Michael Kuntzleman <
Manasse

Michael Cusick
Gabriel

%

JOB FAIR AT HOLIDOME

The semi-annual Job Fair for Veterans
and non-veterans alike was held at the
Holiday Inn-Holidome January 23rd, and
the project was termed a success,

Gerald Rohde, chairman of the Spanish
Trail Chapter of the Non~-Commissioned
Nfficers Associatian {NCOA), said this
Jears turnout was one of the largest in
Tucson, with nearly 2,000 people attending.

Most of the companies were looking for
peornle with a background in high-technology,
Such companies as Contel, Hughes, Eaytheon,
Vinnell Corporation, Waddell & Reed, Codex,
Motorela Inc., Rockwell International,’
Leckheed-Georgia, Allied Corporation,

Mutual of Omaha and Computer Systens
were just a few with booths set up in a
conference room at the Holidome. ~he
booths were apen from 8 am to 4 pm, but
fohde said people were waiting in .line at
7:39 am.

The companies were, looking for people
with electronics and engineering backgrounds
‘as well as high-tech writers, If you
happened to be one.of those with a liberal
arts background,, there was a limited

- amount of opnortunities for your skills.
There lere also many companies on the
“ob list that''did not attend the fair,
According to Rohde, the job fair was
organized in Tucson during the early
1970s by the NCOA, It is designed to
heln Vets obtain jobs after their
enlistment is completed. =
Companies wishing to participate
the fair usually.pay a flat fee.
Companies located in _Tacson and Apmw-.s
Forces are exempt. Rohde also said _ompanies
which support the NCOA also have th.ir .
fees waived. ]
Rohde said the comganies are us
very pleased with the pPeople they
recruiz because "they:(the compani~.:
tack'vear ater vear.” )
job fair is usually rared

in

1y

come

he ‘stre

not be discriminated against” and would be
allowed to submit resumes and inte riew
with representatives from organizations
and companies. Théy would just have to
stand in line like everyone else.

By CHRIS MARTIN

20593 ° Y

" 6923-3408

® e e * :
illo inc.
" furniture - cabinets = millwork
.+ formica’tops - christmas trees
"lHcansed bonded © i insurad

Q,;{&Vie't Vet ,Owned Andf‘Operated
543 ¢ 26th st 85713

e

3.

Naomi Taylor’
LOAN OFFICER

FIRST GIBRALTAR MORTGAGE CORP,

Tuc'sbn Branch: "
$049 E. Broadway ® Suite 118 ® Tucson, AZ 85711 ‘¢ (502) 747-3611"
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Welcome Home

geant snapped, "That's your rifle, boy.

Number 625831. You better‘learn to. eat,

sleep, and fuck with that rifle, because if

you don't, your 11fe ain't worth shit!*
"Next!™" & 5

The plane heunced along-.a few air pockets,
and my.drink spilled on my lap. As . the
stewardess came over:and.offered ta help
dry my pants, she noticed I was sweating,
and looked at me with great pity in her .
eyes, as though she had peeked into my"
daydreams.. She said, "It's okay, It's-all
over now. You and your friends w;ll be
home in about twenty minutes,".: .
I looked.out the window at the wing boun-
cing ever so slightly up and down, I humor-
lessly chuckled as I thought how 1ronic it

would be if I died in a plane‘crash after
all thls. ot

!

\ The thought of death brought me back to
a dirt road in . a little village. There were
seven or eight kids playing, of all things,
soldiers and war.. I was with my buddies Ski,
Coop, Rick, and a couple of other guys out-
side‘of our:tank, waiting to. meet a convoy.
1 saw_dust about a mile or so.down the road,
but it -wasn't enough dust for a convoy .
Within a few minutes, a military truck ap-
proached from the dust. As it passed us, a
blast occurred and dust was everywhere, dust
so thick I couldn’'t see anything. After a
few seconds, the dust began to settle, and
I realized I was on my back ‘'on the ground.
My head was noundxng and I wasn't sure whe-
zher I was hit or.not. I slowly moved each
part of my body, :first my fingers, then my
hands, my arms.and finally legs. Everythlng
moved. I decided that.if J.was hit, it
couldn't bee all that sdrious.. I got up
slowly. While looking around, for my rifle,
I saw Ski lying on the road covered with
blood. Most of his left side was gone, I
couldn't even see his arm; ‘there was only:
a big hole. I ran to him. His eyes vwere
open. As I held him in my arms, tears fell
Zrom my eyes and landed on his face, mixing
with the dust.from the blast; I looked over
and saw Coop rolling around on the .road near
a big hole that had been caused by the blast,
I neard Rigk yell from the top of the tank,
nao.'in fy i o

it
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COURT ORDERS VA ON scuédb FUNDS i

AR e
M 2 E 137 ‘;- sy I i i
[ R L ‘Ohio Vietnam Era Vateranl wera~tutnad "oy

down one time too many by the Veterans Ad—
minstration for educational benefits while.
‘pursuing a two-year Associate Degree.
Reaching an impasse with the . fedaral agency
over adjudication, the Vets sought relief
from a federal court and won their case.
The VA refused to approve requests ba- *

When I looked at him, he was looking past
me with a scared look on his face, Panic
caught me. I reached under my left arm and
pulled my ,45, and as I turned around, my
thumb found the hammer and cocked.it, My

‘arm was fully stretched, my eyes peering tween 1981-83 from Vets who wanted an ex-
‘down the barrel, searching for a target. tension of the 10 year deadline to use 4
+I gould see the blurred image of a person their education assistance benefits if they
‘holding something that looked like a rifle: said they were going to pursue an Associ-
and running toward me. I pulled the trigger, ates Degree. Congress passed legislation
‘and ‘then it was as if the whole world just in 1983 which prompted the VA to approve
slowed down, I saw fire leave the barrel,, such requests if the degree was a "voca-
and ‘I swear I watched the slug exit from the tional” type of degree, but the agency was
gun, find its way through the air, and hit adamant in their refusal to reimburse Vets
the target in the chest, As I watched the who had been enrolled before the change.
body fall slowly, I realized I had just kil- One Veteran sought relief through the

led a boy with a hoe in his hand. court and was successful in forcing the VA

to pay him the assistance bepefits e wis

As the wheels of the plane touched down, originally entitled to, As a result. thou-
I returned to reality. I heard someone say, sands of other Vets are eligible for re-
"Wow. Look at all tha people! And some of imbursement, PLEASE SEE THE DETAILED' LEG!

them are carrying signs,® NOTICE REPRINTED IN THIS ISSUE. h

I was getting anxious to’ see the people
and hear the crowd cheer. 1I'd waited nine-
teen months. Leaving the plane, I immediate-
ly took a .lungful of clean air, and told my-
self .I needed to forget all that had happen-
ed, and look forward. At that moment I‘heard )
the crowd yelling, "Killers! Murderers!
Warmongers!" and I felt every one of them DISABLED VET COMMITS SUICIDE
knew I killed that boy, and they wouldn't

] g -
Tt [nalrt =ow 7 cnald James Beck, Lost Angeles, a three

tour Vietnam Veteran, died by his own hand"

n last June ofter being informed by the VA
It's been thirteen years since I returned
home from 3iet Nam, ang I look and feel tbar his disability check was stopping and
thirteen years older, But the boy with the e ?:e:a;hi govirgnent 511793 ted bk
hoe and the screaming crowd I see each night i ppealed a service-connected bac

" injury to the VA agter his military dis-
in my dreams haven't aged, or gone away. charge and the federal agency rated his 10%

disabled, then 40% and later 60%.  Beck's
svxvace physician, an orthopedlst, was cor-
vinced the former soldier could never re-
turn to work»and sought a 100% disabxllty
The VA, however, rejected the doctor's - =
1'xndj.ngs, denied the 100% disability re- Fs
Fuest and curtailed disability payments. -
gt An .appeal was pending when the winner

of three Bronze Stars and two Purple Hearts

killed himself with a rifle shot to the

head in a shack behind his home in Gardene.

The VA later admitted Beck had not been

overpaid and subsequently, he would not

have had to repay any funds,

It was an adminstrative error.

Important Notice 10 All Vietnam Era Veteran:

If you area Vietnam era veteran and were denied educational benefits for. an
Associates Degree (2-year) course of study, picase read this notice carefuliy. tt may
aﬁectunponantnghu of yours,

1. NATURE OF LAWSUIT—Schunemann v. Veterans Administration, No. C83-
3098 (U.S.D.C., N.D. Ohio. E; Div.) is a lawsuit pending in federal court i
Cleveland, Ohio. The lawsuit charges that it was illegal for the Veterans Admiristra--
tion to deny educational benefits for Associates Degree (2-year) courses to Viziaam
era veterans Who were past the normal 10-year delimiting pcnod it (he content or the
courses was prcdommmdy vocational. .

The individual veteran who filed the lawsuit had gone ahead and taken certificate
and Associate’s Degree courses atter the VA denied him benefits. The lawsuit asked
the VA to pay.this individual veteran the amount of money that the suit clalmcd he
sholild have recéivéd from the VA for attending these courses. :

The individual veteran’s claim has now been resolved and hxs smt will be dlsmused
‘on February 28, 1985. | v
2. CLAIMS ON BEHALF OF OTHER VETERANS, The lawsuit also asked the
court to take action on behalf of any other Vietnam era veterans who had been deanied
benefits for Associates Degree courses atter the delimiting perlod but had then goue
ahead and taken the courses without VA benefits. TL¢ lawsuit asked the Court o order
the VA 10 pay. “these veterans® benefits also. This aspccl of lhulawaunl 1s mllci u

*class action." el

3. PROPOSED DISMISSAL OF THE LAWSUIT. Before a an mdnvndual can make
claims on behalf of other people ina class action, the federal coun has to approve it
The federal court has not given its approval in this case. Thereforc. whait' the
individual veterans' claims are dismissed, the claims on behalf of cther vetera will
also be dismissed, unless’ some other veterar in the samc suu.mon mlervcnes in the
lawsuit before then. i ‘

4. WHO IS ENTITLED TO 'ASK TO INTERVENE, \'ou are enutled-to ask the
federal court to let you intervene in this case if:

—you are a Vietnam era veteran and have not; yet cxhaustcd youx cduutjona‘

benefits; .. . - i i T

—Yyou are past the normai 10-year delimiting pcrioa for educatioﬁh

—you applied for educational benefits on or after November 3, 1981 -and before

October 1, 1983, for courses Icadmg to an Assoclale s (2-year) chrec

-—the VA turned down your application;

—you went ahead and took the courses without VA benefits for domg 0.

5. WHAT TO DO IF YOU WANT TO INTERVENE. If you want to ask the
tederal court to let you intervene in this case. you must file a motion to intervene no
later than February 28, 1985, The motion may be filed by mai; with the Clerk, US:
District Court; US Courthouse, 201 Supzrior Ave., Clcve!and OH 44l4 . Copies of
your motion should also be mailed to: &1 3 ¢

. Ralph Rudd. 8 North State St.¢ Painesville: OH 44077 .

’ Dennis P Zapka, Assistant US Attornev, 1404 E. 9th St., C levcund OH 4414

3. Gary E, Brown, Assistant Altomey Gcncrdl 30 E. BIDJJ St (,oh.mbus OH

43215 ¥

6. QUESTIONS? If you have any guestions or wam morc mmrmmm. you may’
contact the attorney for the individual veterap whao filed this lawsuit. ‘Thai atiomey is
Ralph Rudd, 8 Norti State St., Painesville (OH 44077, 216-352-6200.
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FRONTAL LOBOTOMY CITATION FOR BRAVERY
WITH TWIT DEVICE i el

In performing an act-characterized by its

daring, audacity, intrapidity, and utter
folly, acting'commandant Dane Roth, Mud Baby
betachment, is hereby awarded the Frontal
Lobotomy Citation For Bravery With Twit De-
vice. While detached on temporary classi-
Fiedyduty with the Prussian Liaison Office,
Sonofa, Commandant Von Roth was involved

in the rehabilitation of captured used WWII
German. bicvgles. Fully trained in psycho-
logical cvelical warfare, he was putting

cne of the plutocratic "Killer Bikes: through
its pacés when it suddenly and ferociously
artacked him. Although in the vise-like
Grip of the bike's handlebars and with mal-
functioning gears and brakes, the Comman-

dant, with total disregard for his own ‘per-
sonal safety, attempted to bring the wheeled
projectile under manual control. ‘While
traveling in excess of 50 MPH . and immorally
heading for a known house of off-limits,
‘Commandant Von ‘Roth cleverly brought the
vindictive cycle to'a complete standstill

in the following manner: he fearlessly dis-
mounted the bike and reduced speed by fling-
ing his immaculate Mud Baby body to the
cruel hard ground. | His initiative enabled

S

m to proudly break his hand for the Moth-

erland-upon contact. Quickly realizing the
fucility of this gesture and that he had
forgotten his Mud Baby Kermit the Fro

Song Book, and utilizing & e "gki ang"judg-
ment commensurate with his rank, Commandant

Von Roth sacrificed his left arm and side

to the cruel pavement again while singing
songs of praise to Miss Piggy. It was still
not enough! Calling upon all of his inner
strength and thinking only of the welfare

of his-Mud Baby unit, Von Roth, in one final
gallant attempt, used his head. ‘Bringing
the full weight of his forehead to bear on
the rugged cement curb while: 111 in the L
Killer Bike's grips; he was able -to achieve

~fis goal. Nearby onlookers cheered Von
Roth's efforts and offered to finish what

-the pike had started on his body, but Von
Foth politely refused their. profusive yet
Jenerous offers, Disregarding his own
personal infuries and pain, the Comman-
danc's only thoughts were of..the now con-
verted-to-democracy. Killer Bike's welfare.

Once he was assured that the bike was in:
good hands, he coolly, calcylatingly and
competently passed put. Later he was 1
transported to the University health clinic
where.he was treated and released on his own
recognizance from the mental health unit.
Commandant Von Roth's bravery,.courage and
savoir faire were ‘in the highest traditions -

o

upon himself, hi§Qupiﬁ,-thezam¢:1c9n Cyclist
i assoalationsand. theliBrenco Bysters of PAmE X

ica. In the future, whenever and wherever

F the Mud Babies and reflect.great credit

s

cyclists and bronco busters;may gather, they
give 'silent thanks and well wishes to the

man they hold din’reverential awe =.A Man
For All:Seasons.- ‘Half Speed Von Roth"..
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Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to Vietnam Era Veterans
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VET ATTEMPTS SUICIDE

Randolph Taylor, 38-year-0ld Vietnam Vet~
eran, was despondent over losing his job
as a police officer and his negative exper-
iences with the Veterans Administration.
He lieft California in December seeking
treatment at a VA hospital in Washington,
D.C., and a new start in life.

In the early hours of January 15, 1985,
Taylor aimed & ,38 caliber pistol at his
¢wn chest and pulled the trigger, He is
still listed in fair condition at George
Washington Uriversity Hospital.

He was receiving disability from the VA
unti}l January 4, 1982, when he was hired
by the San Francisco Police Department.
5111 Wallace, a reporter for the San_ Fran-
¢isco Chronicle wrote several stories on
Taylor had said the VietVet had been hired
as a policeman after he filed a lawsuit
protesting a decision not to employ him
dus to emotional problems, The VA discon-
tinued his disability payments on January

+-his ‘first day on the job, but resump-
tion.of the pension after Taylor's dismis-
sal from the police department on November
30 was snagged indefinitely in red tape.

Tayler, in a telephone interview from
the hospital, said, "the San Francisco
Police Department took away my job and the
VA took my pension. What am I going to do?
I have nobody, but somebody has to do some-

thing." A friend, Judy Forsberg, stated
that Taylox is a Vietnam Veteran with a lot
of medals, but "he has been ignored and
treated as. unimportant by ‘the establigh-
ment."  "What is a person ‘supposed to do?

I don't think anyone else would persevere
as much as he has," she added.

Taylor is the second Vietnam Veteran.to
shoot himself near the memorial in the past
four months. On September 18, 1984, Jeff-
rey Charles Davis, 36-year-old D.C. police
officer and decorated Vietnam Vet, commit-
ted suicide While facing. the granite struc-
ture.

#° A
RAFFLE 70 BE HELD

A3 noted in the January edition of the Trib,
Chapter?106°will be holding a raffle to
raise money for the Chapter and for the
State ‘Council's incorporation costs. The
prize is a Poaroid-type:camera with two
rolls of film. Tickets will be available
at the February meeting until the time of
the drawing at the end of the meeting, .
This is a chance to help the Chapter, State,
and your photo album, so don’t miss it.
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Our losses to wars

.SInoommWar.WUSAhasbetmovemanonenﬂ-
llonmenmdwomonhmmryoonmcts.mreisabreak-

down of participants and casualties.
CIVIL WAR (1861-1865)
Union LR T Y, whe, 2,213,000
%m::rvlca ......... S IO A . ] %

ate participants . .. ... e ,000,
Deaths in service . ..., .... .. ST R 133,821
SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR (1896-1902)

M Ny s ol T T ks . o EUCoN N R 392,000
Deathsinservica . .............. " R 11,000
WORLD WAR | (1917-1918) 3
Pu s LRI (et LY 4,744,000
‘Doaths inservice . ... ..... ... cevesans .. 116,000
WORLDWARM(1!40-1“T) L

s, L. ol L, s, 16,535,000
Deathsinservice . ................. 406,000
KOI\EANWAR(1960~1966) i
Deaths in service . . . . . . B L ST 55,000
mmusnm) X -
Deaths nservice .. ,....... cvrees ... 109,000
ﬁqunm%hiﬂnlhdmklti&m
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Phone

-City - State

ERIETER Y et e

Motn this lom 1o -

= or & .
P. 0. Box 40303, Tusom Az as717
0 ) am a Vieviam era veteran and would like 10 be a Member,

0 1am not & Viewam era veteran, but would like 1 be an Associate Member. Your Local Chapter No_.l.g_g._,
) want 1 give more. Enclosed is my check for 0 $20, - 0 $50. O S [ NewMember'or O Renewsl
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“Do not stand ac my grave and weep,
I am not there, I do not sleep.

1 am a-thousand winds that blow,
I am & diamond glint on snow,

1 am the sunlight on ripened grain,

1 am the autumn rain.
When you awake in the worning hush,
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of birds circling in flighc. ;
I am the stars that shine at night. 1.
So do not stand at my grave and cry. :
I am not there
1 did not die.”

e+ oo oUnknown Soldier, L:
U.S. Army 4th Infantry Divisjon
Killed in Action, South Vietnam. ..,
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Quick Reference

VVA (602} 790-7602  Chapter 106
{202) 332-2700 National
§202) 332~3305 Officers
1-800-424-7275 HOTLINE

VARO 622-6424 Tucson
263-5411 Phoenix
1-800-352-0451 Elsewhere

VA POW Hotline 1-800-821-8139
VA IG Hotline 1-800-368-5899
GAO Fraud Hotline 1-800-424-5454
Vets Outreach Center 323-3271

Federal Information Center :
522 N. Central Ave., Rm. 120 i
Phoenix, AZ 85004
261-~4736 Jobs Tape

DES Vets Employment Hotline i E
4525 E. Broadway 628-5722
316 W. Ft, Lowell £28-5561
195 W. Irvington - 628-5749

Az'state‘iegislaturg”
1-800-352-8404

AZ Vets Sve.Commission 628-5388 5

Pima Voter Registrar  792-VOTE

Agent Orange Class Action
1-800-645~1355

Sen. Bairy,Goldwatet
Federal .Bldg., 301 W. Congress
Tugson, AZ 85701: 629-6334

3 A03

- Sen. ‘Dennis DeConcini
33 N.'Stone = -
Tucson, AZ 85701 .629-6831

L LN

Rep, Jim Kolbe.. -

4444 E, Grant, #125

s A 85712 323-1467
R 3 ft‘
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