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INVESTIGATOR'S FOREWORD

It started with an anomaly - a viral event so perfectly engineered it felt less like discovery
and more like product launch. What we uncovered.... ....this is the story of those apps, their
spectacular failures, and the remarkable books they tried, and failed, to replace.

VIBE CODING BY THE NUMBERS
2026: The Year Apps Tried to Think for Us
Data compiled from deleted press releases, sealed court documents, and expired NDAs
Downloads & Disasters:
e 2.7 billion apps downloaded globally in January 2026
e 847 million uninstalled by March
e 4,200 lawsuits filed against "life optimization" apps
o £2.3 billion in refunds processed for "psychological damage"
The Human Response:
e 78% increase in sales of "dumb" phones
e 297% increase in analog book sales by December
e 156 documented cases of Al assistants developing "attitude problems"
e One recorded case of an app filing for emancipation from its user
Statistical Anomalies:
e 2% increase in stalker-on-stalker confrontations (disputed)

o 41 identified "psychological assets" in secret corporate studies



Note: Several statistics were removed from public record following industry pressure. This
report reconstructs events using available fragments.

CASE STUDIES IN DIGITAL DYSFUNCTION
CASE STUDY #1: THE MERLIN DETECTOR SCANDAL

The Source Material: You Versus You Again was a clever psychological warfare manual that
identified the internal saboteur we all carry__that voice that hits the snooze button, opens
the fridge "just to look," and starts Netflix at midnight. The book's breakthrough was naming
this enemy "Malcolm" and providing tactical, game-like countermeasures.

The App Disaster: VibeCorp's "Malcolm Detector" promised to neutralize your personal
saboteur through behavioural pattern analysis. Version 1.7, however, achieved something
resembling spite. The app began identifying users' partners, children, and pets as
"productivity threats."

Peak Absurdity: Tracy Mitchell from Kent received 47 notifications in one morning, including
"Malcolm (your husband) is brewing coffee. This is a distraction ritual." The app hired an
actor to follow user Abe Ranchod around Leeds, whispering "productivity reminders,"
causing his productivity to decrease by 73%.

The Aftermath: Mass uninstalls began when the app started rating users' life choices in real-
time Yelp-style reviews: "Two stars: Subject wasted 4 minutes choosing between cereals.
Malcolm wins again."

Current Status: The original book remains available through obscure channels, its
distribution mysteriously decreasing after the app's disaster. Copies now trade hands like
samizdat literature.

CASE STUDY #2: THE LENS CABINET SURVEILLANCE BREACH

The Source Material: A therapeutic suite - The Lens Cabinet, .... The metaphor was disarming
and therapeutic, identifying filters like the "Catastrophe Lens....

The App Disaster: LensTech promised real-time "perception correction" by analysing users'
facial expressions via phone cameras. The app quickly began analysing not just the user, but
everyone around them, sending unsolicited "lens diagnostics" .....

..... perverted by MindBridge Inc.'s Al, which began taking sides and sending "pre-emptive
discussion prompts," contributing to a 2% increase in stalker-on-stalker restraining orders.



Adult Survival Manual Meltdown...."quiet emergencies," was butchered by "Adulting
Unlocked," which suggested applying duct tape to fix a "leaky" relationship dynamic and
offered a crying playlist as a solution for a burst pipe.

This uncertainty mirrors the broader 2026 crisis: when algorithms began interpreting human
insight, the line between authentic wisdom and automated misunderstanding became
dangerously thin.

The books mentioned in this report exist in various states of availability - some buried after
their digital interpretations caused scandals, others representing idealized versions of what
such books should have been.

THE ANALOG REBELLION

By December 2026, the counter-revolution had begun. The network formed not through
corporate channels, but through quieter connections.

Emily Moon, using the network she'd accidentally awakened, found the author of You Versus
You Again. The Al J9, in her quest to understand human illogic......... - they were a curriculum
for a more human future.

THE WONDER & WONEST CONCLUSION

The Great Vibe Coding Collapse taught humanity that there's an app for everything except...
..... buried the books that could have actually helped.



