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The secret garden of Encinitas:

By Lonnie Burstein Hewitt

The friendly Encinitas
Community Garden (ECG)
was a new discovery for me
and my husband, though it’s
right across the street from
San Diego Botanic Garden
(SDBG) and is celebrating
its 10th anniversary this
year. There’s no obvious
signage, so we just never
noticed it before.

A garden with a strong
emphasis on community, it
was officially incorporated
as a nonprofit organization
in 2009 by a group oflocal
volunteers who wanted to
create acommunal space in
Encinitas for gardening and
education.

Among the original
founding members were
Sanford (Sandy) Shapiro, a
Master Gardener who also
volunteers at SDBG, and
Doug Long, who did the
garden’s design and was
its vice president through
2024. Once the Encini-
tas Union School District
agreed to give them alease,
ECG became areality, offer-
ingraised garden bed plots
to individuals and families
in Encinitas at reasonable
annual fees and welcoming
all new members.
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The garden now has 108
plots for vegetables and
flowers in three different
sizes, and some of them
are raised high enough for
older folks or people with
back injuries to garden
without bending. They use
captured rainwater, share
all tools and their green-
house, and have monthly
potlucks and other events
for members.

There are currently 12
garden plots available, so if
you're interested, see their
new website below on how
to become a member.

Want to visit the garden?
Come to one of their work-
days, the third Saturday of
every month, from 10 a.m.
tonoon. Just show up at the
gate, and they’ll let you in.

They’re making plans for
agrand 10th anniversary
celebration this October,
and creating a cookbook of
members’ recipes, which
will be for sale in Encini-
tas and beyond. Check the
website for event details as
autumn approaches.

Encinitas Community
Gardenislocated at 441
Quail Gardens Dr., Encin-
itas. Phone: 858-367-3646
Website: www.encinitas-
communitygardens.org

Taking a break from weeding: Hope McBride

It’s no secret anymore
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Four members of the ECG board (I-r): Teresa Koecher (secretary), Allison Blackwell (former deputy mayor of Encinitas),
Agnes Maufit (an original board member, who started soliciting grants for the garden in 2010), Joan Herzkowitz (Master
Gardener and new board member). PHOTOS BY MAURICE HEWITT
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Aplot of spring flowers and veggies. Young strawberries

Full Service Chimney Cleaning

ONLY °*119....

Includes full safety inspection

CALL TODAY:
619-593-4020

e Service ¢ Inspections
® Repairs e Installs e Rebuilds

CHIMNEY SWEEPS, INC.
SERVING SAN DIEGO COUNTY

SINCE 1985
Fully Licensed and Insured Lic # 976438

RAIN, WIND, AND FIRE...

“The three menaces to any chimney, fireplace, or stove.”

Every year there are over twenty thousand chimney / fireplace related house fires
in the US alone. Losses to homes as a result of chimney fires, leaks, and wind
damage exceeds one hundred million dollars annually in the US. Additionally, mold,
mildew, pollen, dust and flammable creosote are among the hazards that can
build up and collect in the flue of a chimney. A thorough inspection, and cleaning
if necessary, will dislodge and remove such build-ups.

CHIMNEY SWEEPS, INC., one of San Diego’s leading chimney repair and
maintenance companies, is here to protect you and your home from losses due to
structural damage and chimney fires.

Family owned and operated and having been in business for over 30 years,
Chimney Sweeps Inc. is a fully licensed and insured chimney contracting company
(License # 976438) and they are certified with the National Fireplace Institute and
have an A+ rating with the Better Business Bureau.

For a limited time, readers of this paper will receive a special discount on our full
chimney cleaning and safety inspection package with special attention to chimney
water intrusion points in preparation for the rainy season.

COIFENIAN

MONMIINGES\VSIREIMIS

OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY

Family owned and operated.
We offer:

» Free Wardrobe Use

» Last Minute Moves

» Packing/Unpacking

» Discount Packing Materials

» Moving services for all
of California

» Piano moving
» Pod loading/unloading

7 DAYS A WEEK
FREE ESTIMATES

Call 619-223-2255

Insured Lic #CAL T-189466 BBB member

MINI’S (¢ )HOME CAR

HCO#374700285

Compassionate, Qualified Care Givers
¢ References Available * Meal Preparation
e Assist with Everyday Needs e Medical Appointments
¢ Bathing/Dressing e Shopping/Errands
e Light Housekeeping/Laundry e 30 Years of Experience
Care for Clients with Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s & Hospice
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minishomecare

¢ Respite Care

e Available Hourly or Live-In
¢ Reasonable Rates

¢ Free Assessments
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== Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Call Now For New Client Discount
Minerva Castaneda, Senior Director

(760) 519-8078

minishomecare@yahoo.com ¢ www.minishomecare.com




