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GOVERNOR VISIT - Wisconsin Governor

Tony Evers was in Peshtigo Friday, June 9 to

announce the City of Peshtigo will receive a grant of $92,000 for the Peshtigo River Boat
Launch Improvement project. The City will significantly upgrade the existing boat landing
located next to the City of Peshtigo Public Works building on East Front Street. The existing
narrow, single-lane ramp is inadequate for the size of many new fishing boats and the landing
becomes congested during the spring walleye run when upwards of 100 boats use the river at
the same time. Top Photo: Chuck Druckrey, (left) Water Resource Specialist for Marinette
County along with Mayor Cathi Malke explain to Governor Evers and Kathy Blumenfeld
Department of Administration Secretary the importance of the Boat Launch Project to the city.
Bottom Photo: Governor Evers also toured the new fish viewing platform in Peshtigo near the
dam. Governor Evers listens as Mayor Malke and Chuck Druckrey talk about the recent walleye
run and the amount of people that stopped by to see the fish.

DA Finds Freed Shooting
Was Justified Homicide

There will be no charges
filed at this time in connec-
tion with the shooting death
of William Freed at his
Amberg home on Monday,
May 29. According to a news
release issued on June 9 by
the office of Marinette
County District Attorney
DeShea Morrow, authorities
have determined after much
investigation that the shoot-
ing was justified under
Wisconsin law.

According to the news
release, at approximately
8:09 a.m. on Monday, May
29 Marinette County
Dispatch received a call from
a female identified as Mandy,
who reported that her hus-
band’s mother, Lori Freed,
had shot her husband,
William Freed, inside their
mobile home at W7077

Barker Road in the Town of
Amberg.

While Mandy was on the
telephone with dispatch, a
distraught Lori Freed, still
inside the residence, was on
the phone with her son, who
told her to go outside.

Shortly after receiving the
call, a deputy from Marinette
County Sheriff’s office and
an officer with the Niagara
Police Department arrived at
the Freed home , where they
found Lori Freed waiting
outside. She told the officers
that she and her husband,
William, had been arguing
and she had gone into her
bedroom to listen to music.
William came into her bed-
room with a rifle, which he
had never done before. She
feared for her life and shot
William with a handgun that

County Board Committee
To View Raises, Policies

At a meeting starting at 9
a.m. Thursday, June 15,
Marinette County Board’s
Administrative Committee
will hear numerous reports
and consider policies that
govern a number of issues in
county government, includ-
ing raises for county employ-
ees and identifying a proce-
dure for obtaining approval
to utilize Opioid Settlement
Funds.

The committee is expected
to act on the employee
telecommuting policy, raises
for county employees, and a
change in the policy for han-
dling employee complaints
that gives the County
Administrator the final word
on employee complaints and
leaves elected County Board
supervisors out of the
process.

There already is an entirely
separate process, handled

through the judicial system,
by which employees can
report any financial com-
plaints or concerns they may
have in connection with their
jobs without making their
identities known to any other
county employees or offi-
cials, including their depart-
ment head, Human Resources
Director or County
Administrator.

Other items on the long
agenda for the Administrative
Committee include approval
of a contract with Dell
Technologies, Inc. for Dell
APEX Backup Services for a
3-year term starting in July of

2023 at a cost of
$145,566.72, subject to
Corporation Counsel’s

approval; changes in some
Health and Human Services
positions; and financial
reports on investments, sales
tax proceeds,

she kept in her bedroom.

When the officers entered
the home they found William
Freed lying in the trailer hall-
way, deceased, with a loaded
.30/.30 rifle partially under
his body. “The rifle had a
bullet in the chamber, and the
hammer was in the firing
position,” the news release
stated. “It was apparent from
the scene and the position of
his body that William Freed
had been in Lori Freed’s bed-
room when he was shot. The
autopsy results confirmed
that William Freed was shot
one time in the upper right
chest, and this was his cause
of death.”

The news release goes on
to say that the Marinette
County Sheriff’s Office, the
Niagara Police Department,
the  Marinette  County
Medical Examiner’s Office,
and the Marinette County
District Attorney’s Office, in
consultation with the
Wisconsin Department of
Justice, all vigorously inves-
tigated this incident, which
was, “..a very involved
investigation utilizing all of
law enforcement’s
resources.”

“Based on the results of
the investigation, including
crime scene processing, evi-
dence collection, witness
interviews, audio and video
recordings, autopsy results,
and interviews with involved
parties, it has been deter-
mined that the shooting was
justified under Wisconsin
Law, and no charges will be
filed at this time. Law
Enforcement will continue to
investigate any new informa-
tion that is brought forward.”

“This was a tragic incident
for the entire community, and
we extend our deepest con-
dolences to Mr. Freed’s fami-

Please see SHOOTING
page A-5

Mathew John Decur start-
ed work Monday, June 12 as
Public Work Director for the
City of Peshtigo, filling a
position that has been vacant
since the retirement of
George Cowell more than 15
months ago, on March 1,
2022.

Decur comes to Peshtigo
from Farmington, MN, where
he had been Assistant City
Engineer for six years, in a
position that included super-
vising the work of two engi-
neering technicians.

Decur is in the process of
moving to Suamico from
Minnesota. He said he loves
fishing, hunting and “every-
thing outdoors,” and is happy
that he will be living in
Peshtigo. He added that from
all he has heard, he will have
a great crew to work with in
Peshtigo, and said he is look-
ing forward to learning all
about Peshtigo and the sur-

If all goes as planned,
Coleman Ponderosa, LLC, a
dairy farm owned by JJ Pagel
in the Town of Pound, will
soon be constructing a
manure treatment facility on
its property at N2193 Hwy.
141 S that will be among the
first of its kind in Wisconsin,
or perhaps in the nation. The
farm is seeking tax exempt
revenue bond financing for up
to $10 million for construc-
tion of the manure treatment
facility and expansion of
dairy operations at its two
locations in the Town of
Pound, one at the Hwy. 141
location and the other at
N2727 S. 23rd Road.

The proposed project and
financing to support it were

Peshi’i;g‘_(y)"lﬁ\gain Has

rounding area.

Decur, born on Nov. 11,
1977,1996 graduated from
Bayport High School in
Suamico in 1996. His par-
ents still live in Suamico.

He graduated from
Michigan Tech with a Civil
Engineering degree in
2002.

Tentative Agenda For
Town Board Meeting

The Town of Peshtigo
Board released a tentative
agenda so residents can see
what will be discussed at the
upcoming Town Board meet-
ing on Tuesday, June 20.

Prior to the regular board
meeting, a closed session
meeting will be held with the
Grant & Eisenhofer legal
team at 6 p.m. with the board
meeting to follow at 7 p.m. or
immediately after the closed
session meeting.

Tentative agenda items
include: Hiring of Lori Gross
as Office Assistant with start
date of 6/1; Acquisition of
Recycling Center grant; Fire
engine funding discussion
with possible action;
Approval of liquor license
renewals; Appoint Kayla

Okins as Clerk with contract
approval; Discuss the sale of
iPads and iPhones; Review
Spectrum proposal for inter-
net & phone service; Road
work/maintenance bidding
requirements discussion;
Proposed purchase policy
changes; Hiring of per diem
worker at Recycling Center
discussion; Approve
Affordable Tree Service for
tree trimming/maintenance;
Approve Marinette County to
perform Madsen Road work;
Grant & Utility District dis-
cussion and Discussion and
potential action from the
Closed Session meeting.
More items will be added
and the full agenda will be
available Thursday, June 15.

Oconto Co. Man Sentenced to
20 years for Child Pornography

Gregory J. Haanstad,
United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of
Wisconsin, announced that
on June 9, 2023, Rocky R.
Sonkowsky, age 33, of
Oconto County, WI, was sen-
tenced to 260 months in fed-
eral prison by Senior United
States District Judge William
C. Griesbach.

According to court
records, in Summer 2021,
while babysitting his girl-
friend’s infant child and
changing the child’s diaper,
Sonkowsky sexually assault-
ed the child and captured 21
images of the abuse on his
smartphone. The images
were discovered when police
began investigating
Sonkowsky for his online
activities, which included
downloading child pornogra-
phy and engaging in online
communications with under-
age children.

When sentencing
Sonkowsky, Judge Griesbach
noted the horrendous nature
of the crime and the horrific
abuse of trust inherent in
Sonkowsky’s criminal acts.
Judge Griesbach found a
strong need to protect the

public from Sonkowsky, a
self-described ~ pedophile.
Ultimately, Judge Griesbach
determined that 260 months
in federal prison was a fair
and just sentence. Upon the
completion of his federal
prison sentence, Sonkowsky
will spend the remainder of
his life on supervised release.
He will also have to register
as a sex offender under state
and federal law.

This case was brought as
part of Project Safe
Childhood, a nationwide ini-
tiative to combat the grow-
ing epidemic of child sexual
exploitation and  abuse
launched in May 2006, by the
U.S. Department of Justice.
Led by U.S. Attorneys’
Offices and the Child
Exploitation and Obscenity
Section (CEOS), Project Safe
Childhood marshals federal,
state and local resources to
better locate, apprehend and
prosecute individuals who
exploit children via the
Internet, as well as to identify
and rescue victims. For more
information about Project
Safe Childhood, please visit

Please see OCONTO CO.
page A-5

the subject of a public hear-
ing that drew a crowd of over
60 local residents to the
Pound Town Hall at 6 p.m.
on Tuesday, June 13. A
majority of those present for
the public hearing appeared
to be opposed to the pro-
posed financing, and most of
those who spoke expressed
strong opposition to the over-
all project.

Much of the opposition
appeared to be based on con-
cerns that expanding the
dairy herd will result in
devaluation of neighboring
properties, and that the
increased water consumption
could impact wells in the
area.

In addition to the manure
treatment facility, Coleman
Ponderosa plans reportedly
call for expanding the milk-
ing herd at the Hwy. 141
location from 600 cows to
3,000, with no increase in the
number of young stock at the
23rd Road location planned
at this time.

If the pioneering manure

treatment facility is con-
structed, it will convert dry
materials recovered from
manure into clean, dry bed-
ding for the dairy herd, pro-
duce clean water that will be
used to mist the dairy cows
and keep them cool inside the
buildings, and  convert
methane gas into natural gas.

It was made clear at the
public hearing that no financ-
ing for the project would
come from the Town of
Pound, and the town would
have no responsibility other
than approving a statement
that they do not oppose
approval of the tax exempt
bond issue by the Public
Finance Authority (PFA).

At the public hearing,
Bond Counsel Atty. Lynda

Templen, from the
Milwaukee law firm of
Husch Blackwell, LLP.,

explained that the PFA is a
Commission authorized by
the State of Wisconsin to pro-
vide local governments and
eligible private entities
access to low-cost, tax-

# Proposed Dairy Farm Financing

.~ Draws Crowd To Pound Hearing

exempt and other financing
“for projects that contribute
to social and economic
growth and improve the over-
all quality of life in commu-
nities throughout the coun-
try.” She reiterated that the
town was not being asked to
take on financial responsibil-
ity, but only to state they
have no objections to financ-
ing through PFA with tax
exempt bonds.

Public notices in connec-
tion with the funding applica-
tion state: “The Bonds will
be special limited obligations
of he Authority payable sole-
ly from the loan repayments
from the Borrower to the
Authority, and certain funds
and accounts established by
the Trust Indenture for the
Bonds.”

Templen said banks will
take on the end responsibili-
ty, most likely with a mort-
gage on farm assets, by issu-
ing a letter of credit for sale

Please see POUND
page A-10

Water And Sewer Committee
Hears River Crossing Update

After approval of the agen-
da, minutes of the May 9
Joint Water & Sewer and the
May 15 Personnel meetings
and disbursements for Water
and Sewer, the City of
Peshtigo Water and Sewer
Committee meeting then
began with welcoming Matt
Decur, the new Director of
Public Works.

After the introduction,
Decur said a few words, "I
am happy to be here and [ am
looking forward to working
with the Committee and the
City".

Next was a request from
Haley Malke for reimburse-
ment of a $40 water utility
reconnect fee. Malke submit-
ted a letter to the Water and
Sewer Committee in refer-
ence to a disconnect notice
she received that was served
by Water &  Sewer

Department employee Mark
Madden and he had told her
that she needed to go to the
city hall and speak to the staff
to figure out how much she
owed and to get her water
turned back on. She was also
told she had to pay the $40
for service reconnect. The
bill was in the name of her
significant other and he was
receiving the bill, whom she
is no longer with and he has
previously moved out. She
was unaware of the bill and
that he didn't pay it.

Haley had explained the
situation to Mayor Malke of
what happened and the
Mayor talked to the City
Clerk, Tammy Kasal and
Mayor indicated she had
been watching the list of the
customers and Haley's name
nor her ex's name never
appeared on the list of water

bills names and amounts
owed.

There was another gentle-
man who rents a house and
his bill went to the owner of
the dwelling and he was also
not aware of the bill. That
tenant was not charged an
additional $40 but Haley
Malke was charged the $40
and her bill went to her ex
and to the owner of the house
and she never received any-
thing in regards to the issue.
Why am I not being treated
the same? I know it is only
$40, but it is the principal and
I am requesting to be treated
equally and receive my $40
back.

Mayor Malke has a differ-
ent opinion and outlook for
the citizens of Peshtigo. The

citizens pay the staff’s
Please see CROSSING
page A-10

PSI Team Gives Update On
Peshtigo School Renovation

Tentative plans and pre-
construction timetable for the
major high school/middle
school building renovation
and expansion project that
was approved by voters at a
referendum in November
were presented to Peshtigo
School Board’s Buildings
and Grounds Committee on
Thursday, June 8 by mem-
bers of the PSI team that has
been designated as general
contractor for the entire $40
million project, from plan-
ning through actual construc-
tion and furnishing of the
refurbished building.

Peshtigo School District
officials present for the 3
p.m. committee meeting
were Building and Grounds
Committee members Steve

Coble, John Kukuk and Chair
Josh  Seefeldt;  District
Administrator Patrick Rau,
and Building and Grounds
Director Brian Williams.

Members of the PSI team
working on the project who
attended the meeting includ-
ed Senior Architect Jason
Raiten,  Senior  Project
Manager Mike Boettcher,
Director of Architecture Jerry
Rolfson, Senior Architect &
Learning environment
Planner Craig Stranathan,
who has been working on the
Peshtigo project since its
beginning, and  Senior
Designer Becky Rosteing,
who is in charge of interior
finishes and furnishings.

The PSI team presented a
video on interior and exterior

design and layout, and site
plans, including parking,
driveway areas and side-
walks. Rosteing displayed
her recommended selections
for wall and floor colors and
materials, and other interior
details. Main colors through-
out the entire building are to
be various shades of Bulldog
blue, in keeping with
Peshtigo’s blue and white
school colors, plus grays and
whites. Plans are to keep the
existing hardwood flooring
in the gym, to retain and
restore the historic laminated
wood beams in the gym that
were among the first laminat-
ed beams produced by

Please see PSI
page A-10

Middle Inlet Delays
Water Rescue MOU

After long discussion at its
monthly meeting on
Thursday, June 8 Middle
Inlet Town Board agreed they
wanted some questions
answered before approving a
memorandum of understand-
ing with Marinette County
Sheriff Department that will
make the Middle Inlet Fire
Department the hub of coun-
ty water rescue operations,
thanks largely to the inten-
sive and frequent underwater
training by their dive team,
which was established with-
out use of any tax dollars.

Through the memorandum
of understanding, which the
Middle Inlet board is expect-
ed to sign next month, the
sheriff’s department dive

trailer and equipment will be
housed at the Middle Inlet
fire station, and whenever a
call comes in to Emergency
Dispatch, the Middle Inlet
Dive Team will be dispatched
along with sheriff’s depart-
ment rescue personnel.

Town Chair Ron Wenzel
was concerned about Middle
Inlet footing the bill when the
team is called to do water res-
cues in distant parts of
Marinette County, or perhaps
even in Oconto County. How
bills to insurance companies
in regard to water rescue
expenses are among ques-
tions the town board would
like answered before they
approve the agreement.

The board opened two

road bids, and one culvert bid
and awarded contracts to the
low bidder.

Scott Construction bid
$61,800 for work on Pleasant
Road. Northeast Asphalt bid
was $67,881.80, and the bid
went to Scott Construction.

Scott Construction bid
$203,000 and Northeast
Asphalt bid $205,750 for
reconstruction of Cemetery
Road from Dropp Lane to
Hwy. 141 and Van Road to
the railroad tracks, so that
contract too was awarded to
Scott construction.

The Scott representative
said they had put in a “wish
list” quote of prices for other

Please see RESCUE
page A-10
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of tax-exempt bonds.

Templen said the law
requires local authorities to
officially state that they have
no opposition to having PFA
approve the bond issue. That
can be done on the basis of a
statement signed by the high-
est local elected official,
which in the Town of Pound
would be Town Chair Curt
Tisler. It was noted during the
public hearing that Marinette
County Board Chair John
Guarisco had signed off on
behalf of the county earlier in
the day after conferring with
Corporation Counsel
Rebecca Lindner and County
Administrator John
LeFebvre.

The Coleman Ponderosa
project had been discussed at
the Pound Town Board meet-
ing in April, with owner JJ
Pagel on hand to answer
questions. According to the
minutes, at that meeting
Tisler had said all documents
had been sent to the attorney
for review, and by unanimous
vote the board supported an
initial resolution regarding
the proposed solid waste dis-
posal project and the pro-
posed revenue bond financ-
ing for the Coleman
Ponderosa LLC and Dairy
Farms LLC project.

An initial request had
been made to authorize
bonding for a proposed total
$14.5 million at two Pagel
farm operations, one in
Pound and the other in the
Town of Lincoln in
Kewaunee County. That
request was withdrawn after
submission of a petition
signed by Town of Pound
residents, according to back-
ground information from
Michelle DeWitt, one of the
petition circulators. The
information further stated
that the Town of Pound has
supported the project “based
on Pagel farms’ statement
that it would create 18 jobs.”

The public hearing was
just one issue on the agenda
for the Pound Town Board at
its June 13 regular monthly
meeting, with all board mem-
bers present. They are
Supervisors Jeff Nowak, Ron
Soletske, Dave Pellman, and
Mike Zeitler and Town Chair
Curt Tisler. Other town offi-
cials present were Clerk
Jessica Olson, Treasurer
Janelle Rymer, Assessor
Jerry Pillath, and Zoning
Administrator Tom Rich.
County Board Supervisor
Glenn Broderick also attend-
ed. Among the crowd on
hand were Coleman
Ponderosa legal counsel and
Dan Rosner, their animal
operations manager.

The meeting started with
opening of bids for the
Belgium Road project, and
after brief discussion the the
board unanimously voted to
award the contract to
Northeast Asphalt for the low
bid price of $281,780. The
only other bidder on the full
project was Murphy
Concrete & Construction for

$293,006.07. Dan Risner &
Son had submitted a bid of
$138,983.80 for the job
excluding the pulverizing
and paving, but after calcu-
lating components the board
agreed that Northeast Asphalt
had made the best offer.

Tisler then introduced
Templen, who explained she
does not represent the town
or the farms, but is a bond
counsel. She said ability to
issue the tax exempt bonds
originated with the United
States Congress, which want-
ed to find a way for private
owners to borrow money for
beneficial projects.
Originally, only municipali-
ties could issue the bonds,
but that changed, and now
municipalities have no
responsibility for the money,
but must be the conduit
through which the funds can
be handled in order for bor-
rowers to pay lower interest
rates than on the regular bond
market because the interest is
tax exempt.

Congress created the pro-
gram because they wanted to
encourage investments in
projects that would be good
for the environment, create
construction jobs, and pro-
mote economic development
for the community, Templen
said. She said to be eligible in
Wisconsin businesses must
fall into one of three cate-
gories, which include small
issue manufacturing bonds,
501(3)(C) corporations, or be
used for an exempt facility,
which would include the pro-
posed Coleman Ponderosa
project for disposal of
manure that would otherwise
be solid waste.

Templen said any farm in
Marinette County would be
eligible, and they had done a
$41 million bond issue for a
farm in Gillett.

She explained the manure
digester unit scrubs the
methane gas and converts it
to natural gas that goes to
California, which makes it a
very eligible project, because
congress has said they do not
want the methane released
into the atmosphere, and they
also want to reduce use of
carbon based fuels, so this
project is a benefit for both
goals.

She explained about the
first funding application for
the $14.5 million, and said
the request was reduced
because the Pagel farm had
gotten a grant for the portion
of the project located in the
Town of Lincoln.

She explained about a
bank letter of credit backing
the bond issue, and said if the
borrower fails to make the
payments the bank would
foreclose, and the town
would not even know it.

She repeated that the town
has no responsibility, and
once they give PFA assurance
that they do not object, the
town is out of the picture.

“Contrary to some of the
communications, the bonds
will not be issued by the
Town of Pound,” she repeat-
ed. She said the only respon-
sibility of the town is to hold
the public hearing, listen, and

tell that to the PFA.

DeWitt was the main
opposition spokesperson at
the public hearing. One of the
main issues raised was a call
for more or better communi-
cation from the town board.
DeWitt said of the 60 persons
who signed the petition
opposing the initial bond
issue resolution, not one had
seen the public notice that
was printed in the Peshtigo
Times. She and a few other
speakers said no one reads
the newspaper, and suggested
the board should have
mailed notices to neighbors,
and in regard to this meeting,
should have notified signers
of the petition about this pub-
lic hearing.

Tisler explained the own-
ers of Coleman Ponderosa
want to expand their farm,
add more cows, build the
first-ever digester in
marinette county, and build
an electrical building and a
scale house. He said there
will be no manure trucked in.
This will not be “a communi-
ty digester” available for use
by other farm operations who
truck in manure because
Pagel farms does not want to
take a chance that manure
from other operations could
contaminate their products.

Another opposition speak-
er mentioned problems with
the Pagel farm operations in
Kewaunee County, and cita-
tions that had been issued for
violations there.

Tisler quoted a Wisconsin
livestock facility siting law
that prohibits towns from
limiting the number of cattle
on a farm. He said the DNR
and the state have sole
responsibility, in order for all
farms in the state are treated
the same and follow the same
rules.

In the course of discussion,
Templen said the PFA holds
its public hearings in
Marathon County, and com-
ments can be resented in per-
son or in writing. She added
if Pound were to refuse to
sign off, the farm operation
could seek non-tax exempt
bonding and go forward with
the project anyway.

Broderick  asked  if
Marinette county also should
have had a public hearing
before Guarisco signed of
and Templen said no, only
the town was required to do
that. He was concerned that
Guarisco had signed without
notifying him.

Main objections from
speakers were to expansion
of the farm into what some
called a “mega farm,” and
others said was not even as
large a herd as another near-
by farm already has.

One speaker asked if the
objectors would opposed to
expansion of any farm, or
just this one.

Those who said they were
not notified were told again
that the Peshtigo Times is the
designated official newspa-
per, town information is post-
ed on the web, and meeting
notices are posted on the
web, at the recycling center,
at Equity and at the Town
Hall.

One speaker declared there
is public interest now, but
only one person other than the
town officials had attended
the Annual Meeting.

To some questions in
regard to studies and impact
on wells, Tisler said the town
board does not have the
resources to do those sorts of
studies, and decisions in
regard to permits are up to the
DNR.

To objections about the
amount of water the cows will
require and impact on local
groundwater, there was men-
tion that 1.5 million gallons of
water a day were being used
when the Canning Factory in
Coleman was operating and
wells did not go dry.

The discussion continued
for two hours, until Tisler cut
it off and after a brief break
the board continued on to the
rest of its business for the
evening.

(A report on the remainder
of the meeting will be pub-
lished in next week’s Peshtigo
Times.)
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salaries and staff should be
trying to help the public in
any way possible. Haley
Malke was unable to attend
due to her work schedule, so
she gave authority to Mayor
Malke to speak on her behalf.

In response to the letter,
Committee member Tom
Gryzwa stated, "We have a
procedure in place for water
and sewer bills and if that
procedure was followed there
is nothing we can do about it.
If it was not followed, this
becomes a Personnel issue.
To me it is not a water and
sewer issue”. Committee
member Dan Seymour com-
mented, "Right, if all the cor-
rect steps were taken I don't
think we can reimburse it and
if they weren't followed then
we could have that discus-
sion". Committee Member
Fred Mientz added, "Even if,
it is still not our committee's
responsibility of making
someone follow it in the
office. We are not going to be
a referee for this issue".
Gryzwa said, "Right we are
not enforcers".

Mayor Malke then replied,
"I disagree with this, I
believe the procedure was
not followed. We have the list
at the counter and at no time
was Haley's name on the list
that she hadn't paid the bill.
She hadn't received a bill and
when Madden showed up at
her door step is the first time
Haley was aware of this and
it is very upsetting. This is
not just Haley, as you read in
her letter, there was another
gentleman that had the same
issue. Another person was
waived the $40 why aren't
people being treated equally
here"? Gryzwa replied,
“Before we go further it is
out of our hands it should be
referred to Personnel, my
feeling, our feeling". Mayor
replied, "That is your Water
and Sewer guidelines, but if
that is what you wish that is

PSI

from page A-1

Sentinel ~ Structures  in
Peshtigo, and restore the
original brick exterior.

Coble commented this will
be the first time they have
had to deal with refinishing
the gym floor without help
from Aacer, and added,
“..they treated us really
well.” Rau said as a former
basketball coach, he knows
the gym floor needs to be
light and bright.

The existing Peshtigo
Middle/High School building
was originally constructed in
1936 and had renovations,
additions and  building
upgrades in 1959, 1965,
1983 and 2006.

Tentative timetable for the
project calls for finalizing
construction drawings in
August, seeking bids in
September, or at least no later
than October, and then
awarding contracts to suc-
cessful bidders in October.
While start of actual con-
struction is planned for
spring of 2024, Boettcher
said they may want to start
work on some pieces of the
project sooner. An on-site
drainage/retention pond will
most likely not be built until
spring or summer of 2025,
Boettcher said.

Site plans and building
layout were shown to the
board on a video and in print.
Despite the building expan-
sion, the parking lot will con-
tinue to include 146 parking
spaces, and will include a
complete loop around the
building. There is a gymnasi-
um on the west, added
mechanical spaces, and
more. The addition on the
south next to where the exist-
ing JV lockers are will
become a fitness center, and
will include a main vestibule
entrance for the public to use
without giving them access
to the rest of the building.
Handicap access is provided
to the main building and the
gym, with the handicapped
parking spots nearby.

The kitchen will be reno-
vated with all new appliances
behind a wall. Rau comment-
ed there will be two serving
lines, which means serving
will go quicker.

A two-story addition on
the east will provide for four

new classrooms. Plans are
for most of the Middle
School (7th and 8th grade)
and Special Ed classrooms
plus collaboration space to be
on the second floor and high
school classrooms on the first
floor.

On the north side space
will be provided for larger
construction projects for
wood shop, and on the south
side there is to be an auto lab
that will house a lift to be
moved from the existing auto
shop with space for an addi-
tional lift in future.

There is to be a new emer-
gency generator, a new trans-
former, all new LED lighting
on the grounds and interior,
and new sidewalks all
around, with curb and gutter
for the entire project.

Raiten said two of the
three  handicap parking
spaces will be near the front
entrance and gym and one on
the east end, which, he said,
is enough to meet code.

Raiten said they are look-
ing at setting bollards to be
sure vehicles cannot drive
into the building, and Coble
wondered how this would
affect snow removal, and
how they would remove
snow between the bollards
and the building. Rau said
they have a 12’ Bobcat.

Seefeldt also had concerns
about snow removal in gen-
eral, and Rau said they will
need to use right-sized equip-
ment. Williams suggested
making the sidewalks wider
to make snow removal easier,
and Raiten said they could
increase planned 5’ side-
walks to 6, which everyone
agreed seems to be “the

magic number.” some of the
planned  sidewalks are
already 10°.

Williams also advised put-
ting sidewalks where the kids
want to walk, and said the
kids, by where they walk,
will show them where that is.
Generally that means putting
the sidewalks on angles
rather than square turns.
Comments indicated that
Williams” advice will be fol-
lowed.

The renovated library will
have the same capacity for
books, plus media space and
small group work space.
There will be a community
classroom or flex classroom
where the computer lab is
now for STEM classes,
robotics, etc. the elevator will

remain as it is, where it is.

Rau said plans are to
restore the 1934 entrance as
an emergency exit. All the
glued laminated beams will
again be shown, and in fact
will almost be showcased at
one end of the commons.

Coble recalled there was a
mural of the Incredible Hulk
on one wall when he went to
Peshtigo High School, and he
is really curious to discover
what is back there now.

Kukuk asked about space
for science classes and was
told there will be two mid-
dle school science rooms on
the second floor and three
high school science rooms
on the first floor. He noticed
that two of the planned first-
floor science rooms have no
outside windows and there-
fore no source for natural
light. Raiten said they are
looking at running solar
tubes from overhead sky-
lights to bring daylight into
those classrooms. Boettcher
said those tubes work so
well that they come with
dampers so they can dim the
amount of light that comes
into the room.

Coble and Kukuk had
questions about space for
wood shop, auto lab and
manufacturing equipment,
and was told these are pro-
vided for. Equipment will
include welding booths,
CNC equipment and laser
cutters, and wood shop will
have table saws, band saws,
and a C&C Laser saw. The
CAD lab will be a little big-
ger and will have windows,
and in fact the whole north
side of the building will
have more windows.

Kukuk asked if there is
provision for more students
should enrollment go up.
This year there were 500
students using the building,
160 in Middle School and
320 in High School. There
were 79 graduates in the
class of 2023, but Rau said
the numbers fluctuate. The
current sophomore class has
103 students, but there are
only 80 incoming freshmen.

Kukuk asked about open
enrollment, and Rau said
they only take what they can
handle. For  example,
because of the large sopho-
more class this year they did
not accept any open enroll-
ment students for the sopho-
more class.

The special ed area

includes six spaces for a life
skills lab for those students,
and several board members
suggested all kids should be
required to take classes that
teach life skills like how to
cook and how to do the
laundry. Rau said the only
required life skills high
school class is on Personal
Finance, and Middle School
students are required to take
a life skills class that
includes exploratory cook-
ing, laundry and personal
finance.

The current fitness center
will be converted into new
restrooms and storage areas
across from the concession
stand. The traditional 2-sta-
tion gym will include a
portable stage to be put in
place for performances.
There is to be space for car-
dio activities, dance and
Yoga. Locker space will be
expanded, and there will be
locker space for male and
female officials.

“Our goal with the refer-
endum was to stretch the
dollars as far as possible,”
Rosteing told the board. She
passed around samples of
various flooring and wall
covering materials, and
explained the advantages of
each. Most of the tile, she
said, is of a type that will
absorb sounds and last for
years. Using carpet tiles in
vestibule areas rather than
regular carpeting eliminates
need for entry rugs and
makes it possible to replace
just one tile rather than an
entire carpet if one tile gets
damaged.

The weight room floor is
to be light orange, and of a
compound rubber that will
not be damaged when
weights are dropped on it.

The entire main entrance
and the Green Street entry
will be brick. Paint will be
removed from areas that are
currently painted. Glass
blocks that were painted
over will be restored or
removed.

Windows will be restored
to their original size. Coble
said lots of windows were
partially or totally blocked
in the 1983 remodeling.

Boetcher said they are
looking for the original col-
ors of bricks and plan to
restore it as much as possi-
ble. The roof was re-done a
few years ago and does not
need to be replaced.

where I will send it". Gryzwa
questioned Attorney David
Spangenberg, "Mainly
because it sounds like it is a
Personnel issue that the pro-
cedure was not followed am I
correct Attorney
Spangenberg”? Spangenberg
agreed that Gryzwa was cor-
rect in his statement. It was
then greed to send to the
Personnel Committee for fur-
ther discussion”.

The CMR Maintenance
resolution WS-2023-01 was
then approved that it has
been resolved that the City of
Peshtigo  informed  the
Department of  Natural
Resources (DNR) that action
was taken by the Water and
Sewer Committee reviewed
the 2022 Compliance
Maintenance Annual Report
which was attached to the
Resolution.

Project Manager Taryn
Nall of Ruekert Mielke
spoke on the agenda item in
regards to the Water and
Sewer from City Hall EMS
Expansion Project to get
input from the Water and
Sewer committee because of
storms sewers not under their
jurisdiction. The water and
sewer design is in process
and we are right at the point
of submitting the plans and
specs to water and sewer for
their approval in Madison
because it is a change of san-
itary sewer location and we
are putting in water across
and behind city hall. Nall
said, “I just wanted to men-
tion we explored a lot of dif-
ferent options of running
water through a 20 foot right
of way which is not very
much to run sanitary sewer,
storm sewer and water. As |
told you in the past meeting,
we are looking at directional-
ly drilling the new water
main about two feet from the
north property line. Then we
can meet all of the separation
requirements that the DNR
wants. We will then not
reduce the service to the cus-
tomers along there or not the
rest of the city, customers to
the standpoint of the water
main and distribution net-
work, but without doing
water modeling in the city I
don't want to impact fire
flows or the ability to serve
any customers around the
city hall area, so that is our
proposal and the lay-out is
very similar to what we sub-
mitted in the past. The plan
will be submitted to the DNR
and after it comes back for
approval the city can proceed
and go out for bids for that
project.

Interim  Waste Water
Director Rich Sparks then
advised the committee of
blower repairs that are need-
ed at the Waste Water
Treatment Plant. Sparks
stated “I received quotes to
put bearings on both ends
and also seals. All three
blowers can use some TLC.
I recommend to get one
done and get it back into
service. One needs service
and the other two are just for
bearings and seals as well as
the other one could use the
bearings and seals. Each
will be done separately so
they can still operate with
the other two blowers still in
place. We can’t have three
blowers out of service at one
time. Gryzwa stated, I think
we should proceed forward
with this and work with
Matt. Seymour added, “I
think we should start bid-
ding this out and we know it
will be approximately
$30,000 and do them back
to back as stated”. Gryzwa
mentioned to Rich to look
at ordinances, restrictions
and statutes and we will go
forward. Sparks said, “We
could do two this year and
the third one next year”.
Gryzwa stated to Sparks and
Decur, “This falls under the
maintenance budget so we
can go ahead and move for-
ward with quotes and
repairs".

Next on the agenda was a
brief discussion of replace-
ment of a Water Department
Vehicle. Gryzwa noted, the
vehicle has seen its better
days, and the department
would like to get one that
they can put the valves and
equipment on the vehicle so
when they go out on calls
they have everything on the
truck. Hopefully by July we
will have a quote and we can
move forward.

Nall then gave a report on
the River Crossing stating,
“Yesterday we had an onsite
meeting at the Street Garage
with Decur, Mayor Malke,
Contractor Shane Davis and
the driller. They have been in
the process of putting up sill
fence and erosion control
devices. On Friday there was
a pipe connection break on

DNR Report Highlights
Volunteer Contributions

The Wisconsin
Department of  Natural
Resources (DNR) announced
the recent release of the 2022
State Natural Area Volunteer
Annual Report showcasing
the hundreds of volunteers
who contributed to the care
of Wisconsin’s State Natural
Areas (SNA).

Last year, volunteers spent
more than 9,589 hours main-
taining and improving State
Natural Areas through a vari-
ety of projects across 54
sites.  Volunteers worked
individually as well as at
organized volunteer events
around Wisconsin. More
information about the accom-
plishments can be found in
the full report.

“Our volunteers continue to
gain valuable experience tak-
ing care of State Natural Areas.
As they learn by doing, they
are skillfully removing inva-
sives, helping with prescribed
burns, and collecting seeds,”
said Jared Urban, DNR State
Natural Area  Volunteer
Program Coordinator.

the bag they were using for
dewatering out of the trench
and was reported to me at
4:55 of a plume that was
there and during the day the
contractor was already deal-
ing with it and correcting the
problem. We had stopped the
dewatering out of the holes
until we get an acceptable
erosion control plan through
our office and through DNR.
North of the USGS monitor-
ing station there is a ditch
line that takes care of
drainage from the street
garage that was a little too
short and they have revised
that and put in waddles to
prevent erosion of the sedi-
ment. Plans and specs have
been given to Matt with the
addendums in it and we will
involve him with a construc-
tion meeting every two
weeks at the sight to discuss
any issues and discuss what
the future work will be so we
can plan ahead and not have
to react like we had to with
the sediment issue. Sarah
Anderson of the DNR was in
town to view the site of what
is happening and they are
planning to start drilling by
the street garage from that
side over and will be assem-
bling pipe on the east side by
the street garage and be pul-
ing the pipe back through
when they are ready.

Nall added, “Other than
that, we are waiting on the
Railroad permit. We had two
comments back on the per-
mit and there is no request
for additional money from
the City for us and now are
waiting for a response for
approval of the permit from
Noel Paulson of Stevens
Point. A contractor men-
tioned they may want one of
the dewatering wells within
the railroad right of way and
we will have to see how that
works out. They also
arranged with Biehl to take
some of the trench water
away so that they don't want
to discharge the water
through their erosion control
system. Nall will be calling
their office to verify how
that process will work. We
are waiting for the Railroad.
At this point there are
approximately 60 de-water-
ing wells being put in there
and they have a permit
issued by the DNR allowing
them to have the dewatering
wells. The water that comes
out of the dewatering wells
is clear and drinkable, but
the stuff from the trenches
is not as clear. We are doing
everything we can to protect
the environment. It is good
to have the DNR involved
instead of being a reac-
tionary, and we are being as
pro-active as we can”.

Madden then gave his
Water Utility report stating,
“We are continuing to do
our water main flushing on
Thursday nights working
the East side now and are
about half way done. We
should be done sometime in
July. We are also still put-
ting in replacement water
meters in on Thursday
nights.

Sparks then gave his
Sewer Utility/Waste Water
Treatment Plant report
advising they are working
on RAG ISSUES in the lift
station and cleaning sand
from basins and final clarifi-
er’.

The next meeting of the
Water and Sewer Committee
will be held on Tuesday,
July 11 at 8:30 a.m.

State natural areas are des-
ignated to conserve the best
of  Wisconsin  prairies,
forests, wetlands and other
habitats. These special places
provide support for 90% of
rare plant species and 75% of
rare wildlife species.

Nearly all properties are
open to the public to enjoy
while bird watching, hiking,
hunting and fishing. Visitors
should note that State Natural
Areas are largely undevel-
oped and do not have rest-
rooms, trails and other facili-
ties like state parks do.

Although the DNR holds
more than half of these sites
in trust for Wisconsinites, the
U.S. Forest Service, The
Nature Conservancy and
more than 50 other partners
own and manage sites under
a system established in 1951
and spurred by Aldo Leopold
and other Wisconsin conser-
vation giants.

Workdays are one of the
main ways volunteers help
the DNR care for State
Natural Areas. Workdays
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take place at different state
properties across the state
and throughout the year.
They are a great way to get
some exercise, have fun and
make a positive impact on
our pristine public lands.

The public is encouraged
to sign up to receive email
updates on upcoming volun-
teer workdays in their area or
areas of interest on
the DNR’s State Natural Area
Volunteer webpage.

No experience is neces-
sary, and training and equip-
ment are provided on-site.

Marinette Legion
To Meet June 21

The regular monthly meet-
ing of the Teddy Budlong-
Robert Smith Legion Post 39
of Marinette will be held on
Wednesday, June 21 at 6 p.m.
at the KC building on Main
Street in Marinette. All mem-
bers are encouraged to attend
and all veterans are welcome.

Area Students Graduate
From Marquette University

Last spring, the following

students graduated from
Marquette  University in
Milwaukee.

Area students include from
Lena, Sarah Sprout, Master
of Arts, Communication;
from Marinette, Mitchell
Vanvooren, Bachelor of
Science, Real Estate; from
Menominee, MI, Elizabeth
Horn, Master's, Physician
Assistant  Studies, Caleb

Kleiman, Juris Doctor, Law,
Caleb Kleiman, Master's,
Business  Administration,
Braeden Parrett, Bachelor of
Science, Operations and
Supply Chain Management.

Also  from  Peshtigo,
Joseph Brostowitz,
Doctorate, Dentistry; and
from Sobieski, aylor
Williquette, Bachelor of
Science, Biomedical
Sciences.

RESCUE

from page A-1

jobs on Middle Inlet roads
that the town may want to do
if there is enough money
available. The said they will
have crews working in the
area at the end of June and
again in late August, and
locking in prices now could
be beneficial for the town.

Wenzel asked if Scott
would give the town a dis-
count if they used ground
recycled asphalt for the
paving, and the Scott repre-
sentative said they would, but
he has none available, and the
virgin material they will use
holds up for a longer time.

As to a job Scott had done
in Middle Inlet last year that
did not hold up well, the
Scott representative said they
will re-do the road at no cost
to the town as previously
agreed, whether or not they
get the contracts for this
year’s work.

He explained that the chip
seal work was placed in late
September, when the weather
was already too cold, and
there was too much moisture
in the road bed, so the stones
did not stick. “The weather
up here in fall is very differ-
ent from weather in southern
parts of the state, for example
Dane County,” he explained.
This time he wants to do the
work early this summer so it
has time to set before cold
weather sets in.

The board voted to accept
the Scott price for chip seal-
ing. Wenzel said they will
probably have any additional
jobs done in August. He said
he and the Scott representative
had spent about six hours trav-
eling the Middle Inlet roads a
few weeks ago to identify
where work is needed.

Wenzel said four firms had
asked about the contract to
replace the culvert on
Wayside Road, but Richlen
Excavating had submitted the
only bid, which was for
$133,507. Marinette County
will pay half. He said the
DNR again is making them
divert water around the cul-
vert area, and there will be
single-lane travel while the
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work is in progress. Wenzel
aded they have been pound-
ing rock into the culvert area
for years to try to stop the
erosion, but it just is not
working.

There had been an inquiry
from someone who wanted to
purchase the 20-acre property
that holds the former town
dump, but the board agreed
unanimously that they do not
want to sell it.

A certified survey map to
separate a 5-acre parcel with
an existing house from a
property on Wood Duck Lane
was approved.

After some discussion with
the daughter who was at the
meeting on his behalf, board
members suggested that
Larry Heard should apply to
the Plan Commission for a
variance that will resolve an
issue with location of a build-
ing on their property that had
been constructed by the pre-
vious owner. The realtor had
not informed them of the
issue when they bought the
property. The building is not
located on a neighboring
property as had originally
been thought, but is too close
to the property line to comply
with the town ordinance.

Wenzel said Mary Lou
Jacomet had told him she will
have someone cleaning up
the fire debris on her Dropp
Lane property before the end
of August.

The board was informed
that two houses in Sweetheart
City that have not been used
for 15 years have been con-
demned.

Supervisor Chuck Stanek
reported  the  cemetery
“looked pretty decent for
Memorial Day compared to
last year,” and said fertilizer
has been applied and mowing
has been done.

There was discussion on
repairs needed to the chimney
at the town hall, and a decision
that the automated smoke/fire
alarm system Wenzel had sug-
gested for the town hall would
be prohibitively costly, partic-
ularly given the short amount
of time it would take for fire to
destroy the old wood-con-
struction town hall and the
hardwood floor in the main
hall.

mll IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII‘I'

Reliable, Dependable & Clean Service

Competitive Pricing Serving Conventional Septic, Holding Tanks, Mound, and Pressure Systems

In Marinette, Menominee and Oconto Counties

24 Hour EMERGENCY SERVICE
Call: 715-735-9771

W1923 Flame Rd. « Marinette, WI 54143




	Peshtigo Times 2023-06-14-A-001.pdf
	Peshtigo Times-2023-06-14-A-010.pdf

