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1. LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

To all LWCA members:

The LWCA Board would like to take this opportunity to inform you about the Land Claims on
Lake Weslemkoon.  

We are being directly impacted as the Alqonquin Community is targeting two parcels of land
at the north end of the Lake as treaty lands. Although the Agreement-in-Principle (AIP) has
reassuring provisions, how the Land Claims will finally affect us – the people who hunt and
fish, permanent residents, cottagers and the LWCA – is still uncertain. 

In December of 2012 the AIP was released to the public. The Federation of Ontario Cottagers,
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, the Canadian Sportfishing Industry Association
and the Ontario government have held numerous townhall meetings across eastern Ontario in
February and March to inform those concerned and impacted by the Land Claims. (See p. 17
for some related news articles.)

The LWCA has established a subcommittee to both monitor the Land Claims process and
provide updates as needed. Our new LWCA website will be live by the May 24 weekend and
will give updates about this and other initiatives from the LWCA and its board members and
community.

Look forward to seeing you on the Lake this summer!

Sean Boyle
LWCA President
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2. ALGONQUINS OF ONTARIO LAND CLAIM 
FACT SHEET

The Land Claims is a complex issue. Below is a quick overview excerpted from the Ontario
government document entitled “Algonquin of Ontario Land Claim Fact Sheet.” 

The Algonquin Land Claim is the largest and most complex land claim in Ontario under active
negotiation, covering a territory of nine million acres, or 36,000 square kilometres, and
populated by more than 1.2 million people. 

Ontario accepted the claim for negotiations in 1991, 22 years ago. If successful, settlement
of this long-standing land claim would result in Ontario’s first modern-day constitutionally
protected treaty.

The negotiators for the Algonquins of Ontario, the Government of Canada and the Government
of Ontario released a Preliminary Draft Agreement-in-Principle in December 2012. It sets out
the main elements of a potential settlement, which would include:

• The transfer of 117,500 acres of Crown lands to Algonquin ownership,
• $300 million as settlement capital provided by Canada and Ontario,
• Defined Algonquin rights related to lands and natural resources.

This draft document was put forward to the public, Algonquin membership and legal interest
holders for review and comment. Seeking the public’s input at this stage in negotiations is
unprecedented. This is just one step in a lengthy process before an agreement can be reached.

QUICK FACTS

Lands
• Less than 4 per cent of the Crown land in the claim area is proposed for transfer.

• The vast majority of the Crown land base would remain open to all existing uses.

• Land would not be taken from private owners.

• No one would lose access to cottages or private property.

• No one would lose access to navigable waterways.

• No new First Nation reserves would be created.

• After transfer, Algonquin lands would be subject to the same land use planning and
development approvals and authorities as other private lands.
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• All identified lands would be in the area of the 10 Algonquin communities represented in
the negotiations, close to where their members live. These land selections would:

» Restore historically signficant sites to the Algonquins,
» Contribute to the social and cultural objectives of Algonquin communities,
» Provide a foundation for economic development.

• Existing hunt camps would continue.
» Agreements would be negotiated with the Algonquins of Ontario.
» Ontario would facilitate these negotiations.

• Algonquin harvesting rights would be subject to provincial and federal laws necessary for
conservation, public health and public safety.

• The Algonquins would continue to develop harvesting plans with Ontario. For example, the
Algonquins have voluntarily limited their moose harvest for the last 20 years. This
arrangement with Ontario would continue.

Parks
• Algonquin Park would be preserved for the enjoyment of all.

• Ontario would continue managing all parks. The Algonquins would have a greater planning
role.

• Three non-operating parks and parts of four non-operating parks are proposed for transfer.

• A new 30,000 acre provincial park is being recommended.

• For every acre of park land proposed for transfer, six acres would be added.
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To download a PDF of the complete Fact Sheet document go to:
www.ontario.ca/algonquinlandclaim.
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The Algonquin land claim covers a significant area of
36,000 square kilometres or 8.9 million acres within the
Ottawa and Mattawa River watersheds.

Approximately 59 per cent of the claim area is privately
held patented land, 21 per cent is within Algonquin
Park, 16 per cent is provincial Crown lands, and four per
cent is federal Crown land. More than a million people
reside and work within the claim territory.

Source: FOCA Website

Lake Weslemkoon

To download a PDF of the map go to:
http://www.aboriginalaffairs.gov.on.ca/english/negotiate/algonquin/
consultation_map.pdf

3.a MAP 1: SETTLEMENT AREA BOUNDARY

http://www.aboriginalaffairs.gov.on.ca/english/negotiate/algonquin/consultation_map.pdf
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3.b MAP 2: PROPOSED ALGONQUIN 
SETTLEMENT LANDS

To download a high resolution PDF of the map go to:
http://www.tanakiwin.com/aip/Map_B-ALC_Proposed_
Algonquin_Settlement_Lands.pdf

The sporadic areas on the map that are marked in red
are the proposed settlement lands. It includes more than
200 parcels of provincial Crown land ranging in size from
a few acres to just over 30,000 acres.

Lake Weslemkoon

http://www.tanakiwin.com/aip/Map_B-ALC_Proposed_Algonquin_Settlement_Lands.pdf
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There are two proposed areas on Lake
Weslemkoon. They are marked in red. 

Property #323 is a 7.7 acre lot with 
both road and water access chosen for
community recreation reasons. Property
#324 is 10.1 acres and was chosen for
spiritual/cultural reasons.

Source: Jon Keeble’s report

3.c MAP 3: PROPOSED ALGONQUIN 
SETTLEMENT LANDS ON 
LAKE WESLEMKOON



4. PROPOSED LAND CLAIMS ON LAKE
WESLEMKOON
Report by Jon Keeble

Two properties on north Lake Weslemkoon have been identified as part of the land claim. 
The information below was obtained from Jim Hunton, lead negotiator for the Algonquins of
Eastern Ontario. He was at a meeting sponsored by the Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs
in Kingston, March 8th. The parcels are identified as parcels 323 and 324. They are
intended for two very different activities and based on the four categories for Settlement
lands: 

1. Future institutional residential, industrial development
2. Historical/spiritual
3. Community recreation and environmental protection
4. Economic development, resources, tourist, commercial

PARCEL 323

323 is the 7.7 acre lot with both road and water access. It is categorized as #3 community
recreation. Mr. Hunton said that the category allows for uses such as a hunting camp or
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cottage. The use is not settled. Over the spring and summer, the negotiators for Algonquins,
Ontario and the Federal government will be going over every parcel to define the eventual
use. Any building will have an approved septic system, set back determined by the building
code. Any building will comply with the official plan, and be cognizant of any change of
status such as “at capacity” on Weslemkoon.

PARCEL 324 

The 10.1 acres of Property 324 is intended for quite different purposes. It was chosen for #2
spiritual/cultural reasons. Mr. Hunton said elders had mentioned that all islands had cultural
and historical significance. This land would be largely undeveloped with a dock for landing
and possibly a 20 x 20 foot one room “safety cabin” without plumbing. The province has not
agreed at this time to the idea of a cabin. 
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IMPACT

The most directly affected private lands for 323 appear to be: 200, 201, and 229
The most directly affected private lands for 324 appear to be: 210, 227, 228

TIMING

The meetings that are now ongoing plus those being held by others such as FOCA are
generating a range of concerns and questions. These are to be dealt with in the next round 
of negotiations by the three parties. The hope is to issue a more refined version of this
Preliminary Draft Agreement-in-Principle (AIP). The Final Draft AIP could be ready by the 
end of 2013 and will be voted on by the 8,500 adult members of the eastern Algonquin
communities. If they accept the AIP, then Queen’s Park and Ottawa must approve.
Somewhere in those months the myriad of questions regarding present users from mines,
aggregate pits to hunting camps to snowmobile trails have to be worked out. 
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Negotiations after AIP ratification begin again to reach the Final Agreement by 2016 to
2020. That Final Agreement would again be voted on by the Algonquin communities. If
accepted, then the fine details of surveying each parcel and updating of all the affected
municipal records could begin as the Algonquin Nation Trust receives the titles. That could
take up to 10 years for all the disparate properties.

It’s worth noting, under the subject of timing, that the Algonquins of Eastern Ontario have
never had a treaty with the Crown. Starting in the 1700’s and then in the 1800’s, court
rulings agreed that a treaty was needed. A lawsuit in the 1980’s led to an agreement to
negotiate as the Algonquins have “unextinguished aboriginal rights” to most of eastern
Ontario. In the mid 1990’s the Feds, Ontario and the Algonquins began to move forward and
have kept going in spite of several changes of government at both levels. The three lawyers at
our presentation were hopeful that the political will to bring this to a conclusion will hold.

SELLING OF PROPERTY

As noted above, the Algonquin Nation Trust will be the owner of the over 117,500 acres
proposed in the Preliminary AIP. While sale of some property is considered likely, selling will
not be encouraged so the heritage for future Algonquins will not be lost. 

GENERAL NOTES

• Aboriginals have hunting and fishing rights to feed their families but the agreement places
conservation at the top of the list. The rights can be constrained for conservation reasons if
government intervenes. The agreement will include a comprehensive fisheries management
and planning role for the AOO and Ontario.

• Transferred property will be taxed by the municipalities based on the usage norms at the
time. 

• The Algonquin voters who are registered number 8,500. The lawyers said they had been
rigorously screened for ancestry.

• Algonquin Park will remain a public facility. Under the agreement the AOO will sit on
advisory and planning boards for the park and its forestry activities. Preliminary plans call
for a pavilion that would highlight the culture and history of the Algonquin.

• Bob Potts of the law firm Blaney, McMurtry is the chief negotiator for the Algonquins. With
some passion he said the agreement can be characterized as a reconciliation of an unresolved
situation that started in 1772 when the Algonquins began their search for a treaty. It can
be the start of a cultural revival and celebration of a history in contrast to the past. It can
be a part of the solution and he urged taking a constructive, not destructive attitude.

Land Claims on Lake Weslemkoon   10April 15, 2013



5. LWCA BOARD’S OFFICIAL RESPONSE

The LWCA Board has sent two letters outlining our initial questions and concerns. 
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LWCA Letter 1: page 1 of 2
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LWCA Letter 1: page 2 of 2



Response from the Government of Ontario

The Land Selection Process Agreement mentioned in the letter below can be accessed 
at www.ontario.ca/algonquinlandclaim.
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Government of Ontario Letter: page 1 of 3
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Government of Ontario Letter: page 2 of 3
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Government of Ontario Letter: page 3 of 3
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LWCA Letter 2: page 1 of 3
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LWCA Letter 2: page 2 of 3
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LWCA Letter 2: page 3 of 3



6. WEBSITES AND DOCUMENTS OF INTEREST

Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement-in-Principle
For a copy of the executive summary of the Preliminary Draft 
http://www.tanakiwin.com/aip.htm

Federal Government –
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada
Provides an overview of the treaty negotiations
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1355436558998/1355436749970

Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs
A good source of official information
http://www.aboriginalaffairs.gov.on.ca/english/negotiate/algonquin/algonquin.asp

FOCA
Fast Facts from the Federation of Ontario Cottage Associations
http://www.foca.on.ca/xinha/plugins/ExtendedFileManager/
demo_images/Algonquin_backgrounder_Mar_2013.pdf

Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
A Fact Sheet expressing the concerns of hunters and anglers.
http://algonquinlandclaim.ca/downloads/Algonquin_Land_Claim_
Fact%20Sheet%201_Final.pdf

Bonnechere – The Algonquin Community 
The Bonnechere Algonquin Community is the community mentioned as 
the one nearest to Lake Weslemkoon.
http://www.bafn.ca
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7. ONLINE NEWS ARTICLES

The Daily Observer (Pembrooke) – “Staking their 
own claim” 
March 1, 2013
http://www.thedailyobserver.ca/2013/03/01/staking-their-
own-claim

Bancroft This Week – “Algonquin Settlement 
Overdue” 
March 19, 2013
http://www.bancroftthisweek.com/2013/03/19/algonquin-
settlement-overdue

Law Times – “Cottagers miffed at lack of 
consultation on land deal” 
March 25, 2013
http://www.lawtimesnews.com/201303259698/
Commentary/Queen-s-Park-Cottagers-miffed-at-lack-of-
consultation-on-massive-land-deal

Webcast – “Algonquin Land Claim Public 
Information Sesssions” 
April 15, 2013
www.algonquinlandclaim.ca.
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8. CONTACT INFORMATION

You can contact any of the negotiation teams at any time with questions or comments

Algonquins of Ontario 
Email: algonquins@nrtco.net 
Phone: 613.735.3759 or 1-855-735-3759 (toll free)

Ontario 
Email: alcinfo@ontario.ca 
Phone: 613.732.8081 or 
1.855.690.7070 (toll free)

Canada 
Email: Revendication-Algonquins-OntarioClaim@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca 
Phone: 1-800-567-9604.

Member of Provincial Parliament to Contact

Randy Hillier
Lanark – Frontenac – Lennox and Addington
Queen’s Park

Room 207, North Wing, Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A8

Tel: 416-325-2244
Fax: 416-325-2166

randy.hillierco@pc.ola.org
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Letter to Prime Minister of Canada

This letter was provided by the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters that you can
modify or copy and send to Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Please send copies of your letter
to your Federal Member of Parliament, and to the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
(ofah@ofah.org, PO Box 2800, Peterborough, Ontario, K9J 8L5).

Right Honourable Stephen Harper
Prime Minister of Canada
Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A2

pm@pm.gc.ca

Dear Prime Minister:

The public lands and waters of eastern Ontario and its fish and wildlife values are enormously
important for our culture, our heritage, our way of life, and our quality of life.

The Agreement in Principle of the Algonquin Land Claim will impact the traditions of my
family, my friends, and me, now and for future generations.

As such, we deserve to be asked directly by our government about the impacts the Algonquin
Land Claim Agreement in Principle will have on us.

Please explain how and when will your officials be contacting us? How will our concerns be
incorporated into the land claim negotiation process? How will your government communicate
with us to let us know our concerns have been addressed?

We very much look forward to providing you and your government with our perspective on how
the Algonquin Land Claim will affect us.

Respectfully,
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Letter to Premier of Ontario

This letter was provided by the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters that you can
modify or copy and send to Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne. Please send copies of your
letter to your Provincial Member of Parliament, and to the Ontario Federation of Anglers and
Hunters (ofah@ofah.org, PO Box 2800, Peterborough, Ontario, K9J 8L5).

Honourable Kathleen Wynne
Premier of Ontario
Legislative Building
Queen’s Park
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 1A1

kwynne.mpp@liberal.ola.org

Dear Premier:

The public lands and waters of eastern Ontario and its fish and wildlife values are enormously
important for our culture, our heritage, our way of life, and our quality of life.

The Agreement in Principle of the Algonquin Land Claim will impact the traditions of my
family, my friends, and me now, and for future generations.

The Declaration Order from the Minister of Environment of 2007 requires your government to
directly consult with us in order to assess and evaluate impacts the Algonquin Land Claim
Agreement in Principle will have on us.

Please explain when and how will your officials be contacting us? How will our concerns be
incorporated into the land claim negotiation process? How will your government communicate
with us to let us know our concerns have been addressed?

We very much look forward to providing you and your government with our perspective on how
the Algonquin Land Claim will affect us.

Respectfully,



9. HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD

If you have any comments, concerns or questions that you’d like to share please feel 
free to use the box below to have your voice heard. You can email your response to
lwca@weslemkoon.com. Please put “Land Claims” as the subject.
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