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“Better health comes ly-.
from within.”

Antibiot,
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Tambourine Mountain, Queensland, Australia
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A leech sucking blood from an arm.

The medical use of leaches died out during the 1930’s.



Poisonous Prescriptions

Women collecting leeches from a river
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Porcelain leech Glass and metal leech
receptacles cage






DOVIRIN

FAULDING'S CHLORODYNE
Contains chloroform and morphine - used for coughs,
colds, influenza, cramp pains, ston

wch spasms,
sleeplessness, diary

hoea, cholera and colic. Various

tormulae were used but the orginal was

Dr Collis Browne's.

DOVIRIN TABLETS
aspirin and opium powder
the discomforts of colds and i

Contains - taken to relieve
nfluenza.

Morphine and opium were prescribed for colds
and flu.
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Remedies in a
doctor’s bag:

Caffeine
Strychnine
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Mercury Cyanide Merck.

Dose: —14 grn., in solut.—EXTERN. (gargle) 1:10000.
Mercury Imido-succinate,—see MERCURY SUCCINIMIDE,
Mercury lodide, Red, Merck.

MercURY BINIoDIDE.—IDose: f4—1 grn., in pills.

Mercury lodide, Yellow, Merck.—U. 3. P
MEeRCURY PRrOTO-10DIDE.—IDose: 14—2 grn. Caution: Never prescribe
thig with a soluble iodiu., since mercury biniodide (highly poisonous) is
formed!

Mercury Oxide, Black (Hahnemann), Merck.

HABNEMANN'S SoLUBLE MERCURY.—(rayish-black powd.; decomposes
on exposure to light.—Dose: 14—3 grn.

Mercury Oxide, Red, Merck.—U. S. P.—Levigated.
Not used internally.—Preparation: Oint. (10%).—INcoMPATIBLES: Chlo-
rides.

Mercury Oxide, Yellow, Merck.
Not used internally.—Preparation: Oint. (10%).

Mercury Oxycyanide Merck.

White, cryst. powd.—Sor. in water.—Antiseptic. —Usus: Fzfern., diph-
thern, erysipelas, and skin diseases; said superior as antiseptic dressing
to mercuric chloride because more active as germicide and less easxly
absorbed. —APPLIED in 0.6% solut. to wounds and in surgical operations.

Mercury Salicylate Merck.

White powd.; about 59% mercury.—SorL. in solut. of godium chloride,
dilute alkalies.—Usms: FExfern., chancre, gonorrhea, and venereal affec-
tions; 1% powd. or oint.; injection in urethla, 1-5% water.—Reported
eastly borne by the stomach and to produce no galivation.—ioses 3—1
grn.

Mercury Succinimide Merck.

MERCURY IMIDO-SUCCINATE.—White powd.—Sor. In 25 paris water;
slightly in alcohol.—Antisyphilitic, Alterative. —Said to be free from
dmaureeable local and secondary effects.—IBoses L grn., hypodermically.

Mercury Sulphate, Basic, Merck.
MERCURY SUBSULPHATE; TURPETH MINERAL.—Dose: ZFEmelic, 2—b
grn.; alterative, ¥4—4 grn.; in pills or powd.

Mercury Tannate Merck.
Greenigh-gray powd.; about 507 mercury.—Antisyphilitic.—Iose:
1—2 grn., in pills.

Mercury-Ammonium Chloride Merck.—U. S. P.

WHITE PRECIPITATE; AMMONIATED MERCURY.—Not used internally.—
Preparation; Oint. (10%).

MAT, MED,

Arsenic Bromide Merck.

Colorless, deliquescent prisms; strong arsenie odor.—S8oL. in water. —
Uses: Diabetes.—IDose: F—1% grn.—MAax. D.: 3 grn.—ANTIDOTES:
Same as argenous acid.—INCOMPATIBLE: Water.—CAvuTION: Keep well-
gtoppered |

Arsenic Chloride Merck.

Colorlese, 011y hq —Decomposes with water.—SoL. in alcohol, ether, oils.
_Dose: &—1s grn.

Arsenic fodide Merck.—U. S. P.—Pure, Cryst.

Dose: fy—s grn., in pills.—MAx. D.: 1§ grn. —-INCOMPATIBLE: Water,
—CAUTION: Keep from air and Ilghtl

g Asafetida—11. 8, P,

Temet 515 gros—Preparations: E%mub {4 per cept.); ™lis (3 grml); Pr, (1:5).

A READY-REFERENCE POCKET BOOE

FOR THEX

Practicivg Prvsician

= S —
= o o i

FOTATRNG

Mawr avn DHier Svssvvus, Pavoras Fora axs Jermaaace, SaLuminn
TIES, PERCESTAGE STRCKGTHS %D Prrvesalocisar Ervwcis, Tzka-
prrrra: Ulpss, Moves up Ansimermeston wun AmppicaTine,
KEGELAR AXE MATIMUM D0SACT, 1vCoMbATIOLES,
Asiizatns, Precamiuxaky Rapciner s,

BTG, ¥, = QF THE

CHEMICALS aND DRUGS LSUAL 14 MODEEN MEDICAL

FRACTICE

Cermpiled from the Waes Sovend A wtforSieffor Smrver amd Putlished Sy
MERCE & {91, NEW YORE




oisonous Prescriptions

ACTUALITES .

L AMITIE D'UN GRAND CHIMISTE N'EST PAS UN BIENFAIT DES DIELX .

Je smis tellement sur de mon fait , que mamtenant, s vous le desirez , ¢ vais empois
T )
mon ami mtime M Coquardean et jo retronveral de 1'avsentc dans le ve lanett

ins du. FIGARO dela G TURE & du CHA
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Vaseline was inappropriately marketed as a
treatment for coughs and colds
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MAKE 12 AND 24 PILLS

SM B6.7 .

Pill making machines to produce 12 or 24 pills
at one time
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Modern day Rx Penicillin in the
making
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Two people are admitted to the
casualty department of a hospital
suffering from nausea, vomiting
and diarrhoea.

One, who ingested mercury, is
said to be suffering from
poisoning; the other who took an
antibiotic, is said to be showing an
allergic reaction.

In the first case the blame is put
on the chemical, in the second, on
the patient.

Lisa Landymore-Lim

“There will inevitably be drug
disasters in the future; some
will underline how subtle the
unwanted effects of drugs
can be — and with others it
will seem the problem was
right under our noses all the
time.”

Charles Medawar, London
1992.

(Power and Dependence —
Social Audit on the Safety of
Medicines)
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ARSENIC

Originally used internally as solutions or externally as ointments.

Symptoms of poisoning may include: Sore mouth and throat
Constriction of the throat
Inflammation of the conjunctiva
Muscle aching and weakness
Watery or bloody diarrhoea
Intense thirst and cramps
Wide range of blood disorders
eg. leucopenia, thrombocytopenia

Arsenic is no longer recommended for therapeutic use.

MERCURY, STRYCHNINE, MORPHINE and OPIUM were originally readily
available for use by even babies.
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SIDE-EFFECTS OF PENICILLINS

Eczema (dermatitis), Exfoliative dermatitis
Skin erruptions of various types

Fever

Blood disorders eg. neutropenia, leucopenia
Kidney damage

Albumin or blood in urine

Arrestation of bone marrow growth

Arthritis

Anaphylaxis: bonchoconstriction with severe asthma, or
abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting, hypotension and
possible death.



Poisonous Prescriptions

G
-,

>



Poisonous Prescriptions

ASTHMA SYMPTOMS DOUBLE
IN DECADE

"British experts said that although
genetic factors were important...short
period in which increases had
occurred...suggested that environmental
influences had been mainly

responsible."
(BMJ 1994)
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ASTHMA

Changes in living standards such as brick houses without
under-floor ventilation, declining family size, prevention
of viral infectious deseases, pollution and the dust-mite
have been speculated by some as causing asthma.

Some such as Professor Phelan (Royal Children's Hospital,
Melbourne) doubts the living standards hypothesis. Asthma
rates rising whilst pollution levels falling and no dramatic
change 1in living standards in Victoria during 1964-91 when
rate in Victorian children rose from 11% to 24%.

Research indicates that environmental agents cause asthma
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Chemicals 1n paints, plastics, glues
Enzymes in detergents

Dusts from tea, cotffee, cereals
Glutaraldehyde — antiseptic

Azodicarbonamide — foam plastics

ANTIBIOTICS
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Herald Sun, Friday, August 5, 1994

Scientist blames
asthma on drugs

ANTIBIOTICS might cause

asthma and insulin-depen-
dant diabetes, a scientist has

claimed.

Dr Lisa Landymore-Lim, a Brit-
ish chemist who has specialised in
immunology and biomedical che-
mistry, also claims in her book,

Poisonous Prescriptions, that
some antibiotics are toxic to the
ears ax_ld can cause peaxing loss.

National Asthma Campaign
spokesman, Monash University
medlical lecturer Dr Michael
Abramson said he thought it was
extremely unlikely.

He sald people who were occupa-
tionally exposed to powder antl-
biotics which were inhaled — such
as doctors, nurses and manu-
facturers — could become allergic.
to antibiotics and some could ce-
velop asthma.

“She Is putting forward a
hypothesis but most medicos
would be sceptical although
perhaps studies should be Hone,”
he sald.
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OPINION - OPINION - OPINION - OPINION - OP1

ARE WE HELPING THE
ASTHMA EPIDEMIC?

By scientist and author of Poisonous Prescriptions, Dr. Lisa Landymore-lim (BSc., DPhil)
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farmers have been known
to develop asthma from
giving their cows penicillin
injections; chickbreeders
have become asthmatic
frem handling feod laced
with antibiotics; and
workers in the
pharmaceutical industry
manvfacturing antibiotics
(eg. spiramycin,
erythromy«cin,
cephalosporins, ampicillin,
amoxycillin) <¢an be
considered for
compensation if they
become asthmatic.
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ASTHMA: Is your puffer making you sick?

Australia 1991 - 8,000,000 prescriptions
for asthma medication sold.

Recent study found that for every
puffer/container used each month, the
risk of DEATH from asthma increases to a
level 250% higher than among those
who do not use puffers.
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Chapter 2
DRUG THERAPY & HEALTH

"On the appearance of any new drug an interesting
cycle of events may often be observed. A trickle of
favourable reports develops into a stream, and the
drug then becomes fashionable. Then the stream of

favourable reports dries, and accidents claim atten-
tion. The drug falls into relative disrepute, and its

use may even be abandoned..."

British Medical Journal, 1956.
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~ Ampicillin 1961

Amoxycillin 1972




Poisonous Prescriptions

Structural similarities between drugs
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Structural similarities between phenobarbitone and alloxan
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Chapter 4
Drug Use during Pregnancy and Labour

"With every medical treatment there are risks,
and a lot of those risks are unknown at the time."

Professor Wilfred Butt, UK, 1993
(Pioneer of pituitary hormone therapy now
thought to be responsible for deaths from
Creutzfeldt-Jakob '""Mad Cow" Disease).
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BIRTH INTERVENTION

"l have never seen anywhere
in the world with as much
intervention as W.A."
Dr. Marsden Wagner, Consultant to WHO (1994)

WA figures - women in private hospitals more likely to
have surgery.

Metropolitan area- 15% public patients have a caesarean
23% private patients
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WHERE DOES DIABETES COME
FROM?
DB021 Induced. Syntometrine
Penicillin V
DB022 None
DB023 Ergometrine
DB024 Induced
DB025 Antibiotic. Epidural. Induced.
DB026 Antibiotic for UTI.
DB027 None
DB028 Induced. Epidural
DB029 None
DB030 Induced
DB031 Induced. Drugs-haemorrhage
DB032 Induced. Epidural.
DB033 Induced
DB034 Induced. Epidural.
Benzodiazepine
DB035 Induced. Epidural
DB036 'Penicillin' drug at 8 weeks.

In-utero and delivery drug exposure of diabetic children
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Drugs taken by mother during
Family pregnancy, labour or immediately

History after delivery if breast-feeding Daily Telegraph diabetics

None Asacol 1200mg daily for ulcerative

colitis. < 3y rs

Cousin Progesterone injections weekly to
prevent miscarriage.

None Antibiotic for oral infectionat 8wks.
None Septrin. Induced.
None Maxolon for gastroenteritis.
None Paracetamol on average 1000mg daily.
None None

None

None

Induced

Drugs taken by mother during
Family pregnancy, labour or immediately
History after delivery if breast-feeding

Uncle Induced

Table 6.10 Summary of in-utero and birth drug exposure of respondents
r

of the The Daily Telegraph, England with chil

en diagnosed as diabetic
before the age of three.

Grandmother Natracalm (herbal remedy
containing alkaloids)

Grandfather Syntometrine (oxytocin &

ergometrine)
None None
None Induced (Syntocinon)

. . None Antibiotics for chest infection.
Diabetics <3yrs from Induced

= = Table 6.11 Summary of the in-utero and birth drug exposure of
dlabetlc grou pS children diagnosed asydiabetic before the age of three, and attending

local diabetic groups.




Case B1: Jeremy, born January 1980.

Date

Sept
Jan
May

July
Sept

Dec
Jan

Mar
May
Sept
64

274
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Prescription
1980 Keflex
1981 Septrin
1981 Piriton syrup given by
chemist for hayfever.
1981 Pen-V
1981 Emergency call-out.

1981 Bactrim
1982 Bactrim
1982 Keflex
1982 Amoxil
1982 Penbritin
1983 Keflex
1983 Amoxil

June 1983 Erythroped
1.8 1983 Amoxil

108 1983 Hydrocortisone cream

Sept 1983 Erythroped
Maxolon
Oct 1983 Keflex

Nov 1983 Hydrocortisone cream
Dec 1983 Vallergan syrup

Jan 1984 Keflex

Apr 1984 Keflex

June 1984 Cephalex, Alupent
July 1984 Keflex

July 1984

Sept 1984 Erythroped

Oct 1984 Diprosone cream
Nov 1984 Vallergan

Dec 1984 Ceporex
Jan 1985 Ceporex
Diprosone cream

i rentesl

URTI

Mother wants
antibiotic. None given.
URTI. Cough++

Grizzly andrefusingtoeator
drink.

URTL Cough++. Catarrah+
Wheezy

URTI

Chesty cough. Vomiting
URTI

Chesty

Emergency call-out

Emergency call-out
Vomiting. URTI. Off food
for some time.

Emergency call-out.

Pharyngitis

Allergic rash. ?cause
Emergency call-out. URTI.

Coughing. URTI.

Cough
Bronchitis

Bronchitis
Chesty cough.
Eczema on back

17z

Date Prescription Condition treated
Feb 1985 Amoxil Wheezy chest
June 1985 Amoxil Wheezy bronchitis
July 1985 Triludan syrup Hayfever
Sept 1985 Keflex Asthmatic
Ventolin
Oct 1985 Distaclor
Ventolin
Nov 1985 Amoxil URTI
Ventolin
Dec 1985 Ameoxil URTI
Dec 1985 6months facial itching
Jan 1986 Hydrocortisone cream
Jan 1986 Fucidin cream Impetigo
Jan 1986 Ceporex URTI
Feb 1986 Keflex, Ventolin Asthmatic wheeze
Mar 1986 Ventolin Asthmatic
Mar 1986 Ventolin
Apr 1986 Ventolin
Apr 1986 Erythroped Chicken-pox.

Discussion

Before the age of 6.5 years, Jeremy had received 14 courses of
cephalosporins, 7 courses of Amoxil, 3 courses of erythromycin,
and 5 courses of other antibiotics, making a total of 30 courses of
antibiotics, an average of one course of antibiotics every 2.6
months. By one year of age, Jeremy had received two courses of
antibiotics; it was only after exposure to antibiotics and an
antihistamine (Piriton) that he is brought to the doctors complaining
of a cough. As his exposure to antibiotics increases, Jeremy is
reported to be suffering from catarrah, wheezing and chest complaints,
until he is finally diagnosed as asthmatic. Jeremy's first
prescriptions for hydrocortisone cream in Aug. and Nov. 1983,
are received immediately following a prescription for an
antibiotic.

118

Drug exposure profile of a diabetic child from birth to diagnosis
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AUSTRALIAN MALE born 1986

June 1989 Ear infection :N\% (0).41 8
14.8.89  Gastro problems
25.8.89  Chest infection :N\% ()41 B
07.3.90  Chest infection :N\% (0,41 8
VENTOLIN
06.07.90 Sinus problems
10.08.90 Croup ERYTHROMYCIN
08.11.90 Chest infection :N\% (0).41
20.11.90 Bad ears Got drops
24.01.91 Bronchitis VENTOLIN
31.01.91 Bronchitis Nebuliser 1 wk
01.03.91 Bronchitis ERYTHROMYCIN
26.03.91 Fever, vomiting, abdominal pains.
Pain continued for 3 months.
03.02.92 Abdominal pains
12.07.92 Thick yellow mucus SEPTRIN
05.08.92 Tonsillitis AMOXIL
03.11.92 Chronic sinusitis AUGMENTIN
22.11.92 Virus
27.11.92 AUGMENTIN (1 dose). Then

ERYTHROMYCIN & Nilstat for thrush.

28.11.94

STEVENS JOHNSON SYNDROME

Child diagnosed with Stevens

Johnson Syndrome after drug
exposures
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® The fact is dispensing drugs
can be a lucrative business ?

She cites an article published mn
The Bulletin in 1992 which reveals
that Australians are on a drug
binge, consuming twice as many
antibiotics per capita as Sweden
anc¢ far more than the USA and
Britain.

Australia 1s out-consuming the
USA, considered a major drug-
consumer of the world with reve-
nues from the health industry
exceeding $360 billion a year, sec-
ond only to those of the defence
industry.

In the USA the 'vicious cycle' of
such drug taking has been called the
American Death Ceremony.

“It starts with the person taking an
aspirin for their headache,” Dr
Landymore-Lim says.

“After a while the person may need
extra aspirin to control the headache
which eventually bums a hole in
their stomach causing a gastric
ulcer.

“That, in turn, may end up in infec-
tion requiring penicillin which
eventually messes up the immune
system — and so the whole cycle
keeps repeating itself.”
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HIGH

HIGH
! MEDIUM | MEDIUM
A LOW Z) LOW
!)istribution '_’f r?gions of Va"yi'_‘g incid.ence of diabetes Distribution of regions of varying density of dispensing
in under 15s in England occurring during 1988. doctors in England as at 1st October; 1989.

Regions of varying incidence of diabetes in children in England
showing correlation with density of prescribing doctors
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dication you're taking nethat’s best for you:
Urlhxl..-'--"'\' tor’s been ved to pre cf‘
Ray Moynihan reveals how ll]L world’s ¢ I||| ) COMmpAanies
co-opt doctors with everything from frec ;:n‘.In[Lan}
holidays — and why you ||||_:_',|1| be paying the price.

Sweetening

by Ray Moynihan Sydney Morning Herald May 31,
2003
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prescribe

How the big dyrng companies
woo doctors with junkets, cash
and dancing girls

In I1.;'1I].'.
 staff as
allEged pavme
inGluding trips abroad

Poisonous Prescriptions

natians, where d
dirirgers,
perfermanc

to “thaught keade

Ine |:l|'-.'.'l:IIJl't i

' talk about RS
lrl.‘III'll:l 4]

rate

The New Yo

army engaged in "cammercial

and “repeated frauduke
alfering financial kickback

actan again
inchadi h
ip af
dactors anunlaywhal financial
incucermnent ... o

al-larqe: compan
1and Abbatt Lak
1 alleging then

rrement.
sl

the linw, andiaredighiting the aclion.




Poisonous Prescriptions

: L

Child with Stevens Johnson Syndrome suffering
from internal and external ulcers









°CONFESSIONS

: OFA

tells you how to guerd yourself against
the harmful fmpact opon your life
of dootors, drugs and hoapitals.




Poisonous Prescriptions

NI YYY. gt

.. Polsono
_- Prescnptmns

[ - ‘ J‘"J -
:" I I ’f

Antip
oty
ce .
| can rmﬁr mmmr:

¢
|
|
Lisy r.HlJIMriﬂ ¥ 1]




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Slide Number 6
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Slide Number 9
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Poisonous Prescriptions
	Slide Number 44

