
Poisonous Prescriptions

“Better health comes 
from within.”

Tambourine Mountain, Queensland, Australia



The medical use of leaches died out during the 1930’s.

A leech sucking blood from an arm.
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Women collecting leeches from a river
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Porcelain leech 
receptacles

Glass and metal leech 
cage
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Blood-letting



Morphine and opium were prescribed for colds 
and flu.

Poisonous Prescriptions



Poisonous Prescriptions

Remedies in a 
doctor’s bag:
Caffeine
Strychnine

Remedies in a 
doctor’s bag:

Caffeine
Strychnine
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Arsenici Preparatio
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Vaseline was inappropriately marketed as a 
treatment for coughs and colds
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Pill making machines to produce 12 or 24 pills 
at one time
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Modern day Rx Penicillin in the 
making



Poisonous Prescriptions

Two people are admitted to the 
casualty department of a hospital 
suffering from nausea, vomiting 
and diarrhoea.

One, who ingested mercury, is 
said to be suffering from 
poisoning; the other who took an 
antibiotic, is said to be showing an 
allergic reaction.

In the first case the blame is put 
on the chemical, in the second, on 
the patient.
Lisa Landymore-Lim

“There will inevitably be drug 
disasters in the future; some 
will underline how subtle the 
unwanted effects of drugs 
can be – and with others it 
will seem the problem was 
right under our noses all the 
time.”

Charles Medawar, London 
1992.

(Power and Dependence –
Social Audit on the Safety of 
Medicines)
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ARSENIC
Originally used internally as solutions or externally as ointments.

Symptoms of poisoning may include:    Sore mouth and throat

Constriction of the throat

Inflammation of the conjunctiva

Muscle aching and weakness

Watery or bloody diarrhoea

Intense thirst and cramps

Wide range of blood disorders

eg. leucopenia, thrombocytopenia

Arsenic is no longer recommended for therapeutic use.

MERCURY, STRYCHNINE, MORPHINE and OPIUM were originally readily 
available for use by even babies.
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SIDE-EFFECTS OF PENICILLINS
Eczema (dermatitis), Exfoliative dermatitis

Skin erruptions of various types

Fever

Blood disorders eg. neutropenia, leucopenia

Kidney damage

Albumin or blood in urine

Arrestation of bone marrow growth

Arthritis

Anaphylaxis: bonchoconstriction with severe asthma, or 
abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting, hypotension and 
possible death.
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Research indicates that environmental agents cause asthma
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ASTHMA: Trigger agents/causes…
Chemicals in paints, plastics, glues

Enzymes in detergents

Dusts from tea, coffee, cereals

Glutaraldehyde – antiseptic

Azodicarbonamide – foam plastics

ANTIBIOTICS
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Ampicillin 1961

Amoxycillin 1972
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Structural similarities between drugs
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Structural similarities between phenobarbitone and alloxan
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In-utero and delivery drug exposure of diabetic children
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Daily Telegraph diabetics 
<3yrs

Diabetics <3yrs from 
diabetic groups
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Drug exposure profile of a diabetic child from birth to diagnosis

Poisonous Prescriptions



Child diagnosed with Stevens 
Johnson Syndrome after drug 

exposures

Poisonous Prescriptions



Poisonous Prescriptions



Regions of varying incidence of diabetes in children in England 
showing correlation with density of prescribing doctors
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by Ray Moynihan Sydney Morning Herald May 31, 
2003
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Child with Stevens Johnson Syndrome suffering 
from internal and external ulcers
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Good health starts from within
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