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JAKE DYCK
1953-2022

Born in Steinbach, Manitoba in 1953 and
passed away surrounded by family at
Health Sciences Centre in November
2022 at the age of 69.

Jake leaves behind his beloved wife of 44
years Dianne, his daughter Kassie
(Nathan), sisters Helene and Anne (Don),
in-laws Myrna (Ray), Andy (Paula), Barb
(Ken), Lorna (Gord), Edna (Sjoerd),
Richard, nieces and nephews Lisa (Dan),
Leilani (Tom), Leighton (Jenna), Natasha
(Jeremy), Josh, Jackie (Randy), Cara (Ken),
Barry (Jodie), Andrea (Greg), Leia (Mike),
Robby (Tracey), AJ, Sydney (Patrick),
Mikhail, Anastasia (Brad), Victoria, Ilse
(Chris), Nicolas, Eric, as well as many
grand-nieces and nephews. He is
predeceased by his son Tyler, parents
Jacob and Helene, brother Peter, sister-in-
law Aida, and parents-in-law Bill and Tina.

His lifelong career began at the age of 19
at Derksen Printers where he thoroughly
enjoyed and embraced the many stages
of his work. This included evolving from
analog to digital pre-press, designing
posters and ads, books and programs.
One of the perks in his later career was
driving for rural newspaper delivery.
Jake loved going for drives. Also getting
him out of the office were his daily,
turned weekly, hotdog runs with his
brother Peter.

Jake was never bored. In addition to his
full-time job, he filled his leisure time
with various side gigs. Some of which
included SCUBA golf ball recovery,
cleaning apartments, running the adult
badminton program, designing and
printing stationery for friends and family.

He was his kids’ biggest advocate -
always encouraging them to try new
things, be involved in as many activities
as possible, and be the best. This
involved spending many hours reading
rule books, practising in the gym and on
the driveway, and driving to countless
games and tournaments. This extended
into their adult lives - Jake knew how to
express his high expectations, but also
show unconditional support in every
way. He was so proud of every award
and accomplishment that they achieved.

Jake had so many hobbies and interests
throughout his life, starting with hockey
and fastball. Besides participating, he
morphed into a ref and later a coach to
his wife then his daughter and ended as
an armchair colour commentator.

A true “Jake of all trades”, he spent his life
learning and honing new skills, always up
for a challenge. He was a builder, painter,
gardener, marathon runner, fisherman,
coach, ref, scuba diver, cake decorator,
cook, sous chef, golfer, kayaker, pickleball
player, motorcycle rider, vacation
planner, delivery driver, handyman
extraordinaire, avid reader, debater,
camper… Any “spare” time was filled to
ensure there was never a dull moment.

Most of these activities included his
family, but mostly Dianne. They were
true partners in every sense of the word,
sharing responsibilities, decision-making,
and creating memories along the way.
While he had many close friends, Dianne
was by his side as his best friend for the
last 51 years. They were rarely seen
apart.

Always living life to the fullest, Jake made
sure he had plans to last for years. He
had dream projects and trips, a to-do list
for family and friends, and always time
for last-minute additions.

Taken much too soon, Jake will be
tremendously missed.

A celebration of life will be held at
Steinbach Mennonite Church 345
Loewen Boulevard on Monday,
November 28 at 2:00. In honor of Jake,
donations can be made to the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

MARGARET BURGER
January 27, 1969 – November 17, 2022

Margaret Burger, of Grunthal, MB, passed
away Thursday, November 17, 2022, at
the age of 53.

She leaves to cherish her memory, her
husband Roy, children: Gerald (Heidi),
Willie (Mandy), Carley (Rinze), Paige
(Gerrit), Jackie and Tracey, grandchildren:
Jade, Lucas, Maverick, Jaxon, Julia, Brandi,
Siebe, Brooklyn, Lukas and Baby L., as
well as many adopted children, family
and friends.

She was predeceased by her parents and
other family members.

Margaret was born on January 27, 1969.
Mom believed that God had a plan for
everything and everyone. She always
tried to put a smile on everyone’s face.
She always tried to help where she could.

One rule mom had is “Sharing is Caring”,
another one was “do unto others as you
want them to do to you.”

Things mom wanted was for everyone to
smile and to be happy. Love your family,
but first love and believe in GOD.

Viewing will take place on Saturday,
November 26, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at
Birchwood Funeral Chapel, Steinbach,
Manitoba.

The funeral service will be held on
Sunday, November 27, 2022, at 2:00 p.m.
at Abundant Life Fellowship, #27029 MB-
216, Grunthal, Manitoba.

Thank you to the palliative care team at
St. Pierre Hospital for all your wonderful
care.

 

MARY PATRICIA ZELMER

With deep sadness we announce that
our mother, Mary Patricia Zelmer, passed
away on Friday, November 4, 2022.

Celebration of life to be held in mid June.
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Graham Taylor, president and CEO of Rogue Processing, displays a compostable mailer and a recyclable peel-top can in the 
company’s Niverville cannabis processing facility, which is the first in the province to offer nitrogen-infusion packaging.

Niverville cannabis processor 
prioritizes growers, planet
by JORDAN ROSS

A Niverville-based cannabis processor has become 
the first in Manitoba to offer a nitrogen infusion 
packaging system designed to seal in freshness, all 

while pioneering a grower-centric business model that 
includes an eco-friendly focus.

Rogue Processing has recently began scaling up op-
erations after completing a ‘soft launch’ phase that fol-
lowed the arrival of its federal cannabis processing li-
cence on Sept. 2.

“It was a relief, but also just the beginning,” president 
and CEO Graham Taylor said of receiving the licence, 
which allows Rogue to offer their packaging services to 
cannabis producers.

Rogue secured the required municipal approvals from 
Niverville council in August 2021. That same month, the 
company began leasing space and set to work installing 
the rigorous site security measures needed to satisfy 
regulators.

By November 2021, the facility was finished. Taylor 
submitted the federal licence application in January, 
beginning what he hoped would be no more than a 
six-month wait to become the first dedicated cannabis 
co-packing facility in Manitoba.

The wait turned out to be closer to nine months, but 
now, with five clients on board and expansion plans on 
the horizon, Taylor is focused on the future, not the past.

Holding a peel-top aluminum can in a small office 
attached to the company’s processing area, Taylor ex-
plained the benefits of Rogue’s nitrogen infusion pack-
aging system, which cannabis processors have imported 
from the processed food industry.

“Nitrogen is heavier than air, so when you add it to the 
container, it displaces the air that’s in the container, and 
then when you seal it, it locks air out,” he said. “It’s as 
fresh as when it went in.”

While retail cannabis doesn’t carry an expiration date, 
Taylor said it gradually loses freshness and potency over 
time if exposed to oxygen.

Growers like nitrogen infusion because their product 
doesn’t degrade over time. Retailers like it too because, 
in the saturated retail cannabis market, product some-
times sits on the shelf for a while.

The cans have another advantage: they’re fully recy-
clable.

“A lot of cannabis packaging claims to be recyclable, 
but it’s not recycled,” Taylor said.

Industry-standard plastic pouches wind up in the 
landfill, where they break down into microplastics. And 
unlike a rigid can, the pouches don’t protect their con-
tents against compression during transport.

In addition to the cans, Taylor has also sourced com-
postable mailers for pre-rolled cannabis cones, which 
are becoming an increasingly popular alternative to roll-
ing your own. Taylor said cannabis consumers are mind-
ful of sustainability so packagers must be too.

“We care about the footprint that we’re leaving,” he 
said. “We want to reduce the amount of plastic packag-
ing that we are using.”

Rogue’s brightly lit, 1,600-square-foot processing fa-
cility caters to smaller craft cannabis producers. It is 
equipped to process whole cannabis flowers, pre-rolled 
cones, and milled cannabis.

The canning line is currently semi-automated but will 
eventually be fully automated. Early next year, Taylor 
plans to add a fully automated machine for filling pre-
rolled cones, but some of the details are a closely guard-
ed secret.

“It will put us amongst the most competitive pre-roll 
producers, which is where the industry is shifting, real-
ly,” he said.

To preserve his company’s edge in a competitive mar-

ket, Taylor wouldn’t disclose the facility’s daily process-
ing capacity or where his new equipment is manufac-
tured.

Rogue’s presence in Niverville means Manitoba grow-
ers will no longer have to send their product outside 
the province to be processed. That means big savings in 
shipping costs. Taylor said it also reduces the industry’s 
carbon footprint.

Rogue’s business model is intended to address what 
Taylor sees as a fundamental problem plaguing canna-
bis processing: licensed growers abound, but few want 
the hassle of handling packaging too.

“A lot of growers are really passionate about the plant,” 
Taylor explained. “They consider themselves farmers 
and that’s where they want to spend all of their time.”

That leads many growers to sign contracts with ded-
icated processors who offer co-packing services. Those 
contracts, Taylor said, often contain terms that are un-
favourable to the grower, locking them in to inflexible 
pricing and profit-sharing structures that take a big bite 
out of the grower’s bottom line.

“They have these predatory service agreements that 
lock you in for the long term,” Taylor said. “We wanted 
to give the power back to the growers and just have this 
supportive, sustainable model.”

Rogue allows clients to come onboard without being 
locked into a contract. It charges clients on a fee-for-ser-
vice basis.

“It’s a low-cost fee per unit, with no long-term obli-
gations to the clients, and there’s no minimums,” Taylor 
said.

Rogue doesn’t even get paid until the packaged prod-
uct sells, meaning lower up-front costs for growers. Tay-
lor said aligning the interests of growers and packagers 
benefits both in the end.

“If we pin these growers against the wall and fleece 
them of all their profits, then we lose clients because 
they go out of business,” he said. “If we come up with 
a sustainable model where they thrive, then so will we.”

Rogue’s five clients are all Manitoba craft producers. 
An innovative website allows clients to track their orders 
in real time.

Rogue Processing employs five full-time staff and a 
rotation of casual staff, some of whom shift over to the 
processing side from Rogue Botanical, a nearby craft 
cannabis cultivator, after the growing season ends. Tay-
lor said Rogue Botanical’s own cannabis accounts for 
about 20 percent of Rogue Processing’s total processing 
activity.

Taylor’s path into cannabis entrepreneurship wasn’t a 
direct one. Born in B.C. and raised in Winnipeg, he ob-
tained a psychology degree before an interest in busi-
ness led him into restaurant franchises. Before long he 
was running three Booster Juice locations and a Freshii.

Eventually, a desire for a new career challenge led him 
to sell everything and enrol in a master of business ad-
ministration program at the Asper School of Business. 
He became an early investor in Rogue Botanical, and 
later leapt at a chance to spearhead Rogue Processing.

Married with three children, Taylor has managed to 
turn his business plan into a reality while completing 
his studies.

His vision for the company received a big boost earli-
er this year, when he placed first in a graduate business 
plan competition, besting teams from larger U.S. uni-
versities to win a $20,000 cash prize.

Niverville is just three years removed from a divisive 
plebiscite on cannabis retailing, but Taylor said the town 
has been a great home to Rogue.

“It’s growing, it’s very supportive of business, and it 
was really easy to get the permits and the support from 
the community for this type of business here,” he said.

“We’re paying Niverville rent as opposed to big city 
rent, and yet we’re close to the big city.”

New home for handi-van
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Village Connection Thrift Store manager Anita Gagne, driver Mona Peloquin, St Pierre Coun. Suzanne Jolicoeur, De 
Salaberry reeve Darrel Cure, St Pierre mayor Ray Maynard, transportation consultant Connie Gamble, and St Pierre Coun. 
Marc Proulx gather last Thursday to officially open a new handi-transit garage located next to the village’s municipal office. 
The $65,000 project was made possible by a provincial grant and contributions from the two municipalities and Village 
Connection. The two-bay garage is sized for future growth and includes the option of adding an electric vehicle charging 
station.


