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Suggested Donation $5.00 

Check our Website:  www.nanticokevalleyhistoricalsociety.com 

and our Facebook page 
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 Prior to 1938, 
within the Ham-
let   of Maine on 
Church Street,  
was a four room 
school. At the 
same time there 
were surround-
ing one room 
schools, and 
each was consid-
ered a district in 
itself. They were 
Bowers Corners, Tiona, Gates Neighborhood, Allentown, Mount 
Ettrick, East Maine, Brocket Hollow, Pollard Hill and Broughan-
town. In Union Center there was a 6 room school. These all cen-
tralized later (1938) into what became known as the Maine Cen-
tral Schools. In 1833 there were records which referred to this 
building being in use. In 1900 to 1902 it was renovated outside 
and in. At that time the large meeting room with stage, upstairs 
was changed, to make two more classrooms, and making it the 4 
classroom school. Many reminiscences shed light on the school 
days of the Old Maine School. Walking all the way down King 
Hill introduced a number of kids to Frost Bite. On the other hand 
they were able to slide down the snowy road on hand sleighs, all 
the way to school. (the road was somewhat different at the lower 
end then). Going back home, the sleighs could carry what they 
needed to take home, even though they must pull the sleds up hill 
all the way.  
 When the schools all became centralized in the 1938 time 
frame, it was decided to build a new building where the Old 
Maine School stood. In order to do that, they lifted the building 
onto rollers and moved it back far enough to allow the building 
of the new building (what would come to be called J. Ralph 
Ingalls) in front of it. It was observed that there were no compli-
cations caused by a need to move plumbing and such things, as 
the same out houses still stood outside and could continue to be 
used. Former students remembered that the old building was ac-
tually used in its new place until the new building was ready.  
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1866 

1876 

The maps above are found in the Plat books of Broome 
County 1866 and 1876. In 1876 Lewis and McGregor 
Streets were  added to the town.  The Congregational 
Church was moved by oxen cart to Lewis and Main  St. 
Notice that Church street did not continue west up King 
Hill.  
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 “The first Maine school was opened in 1802 by Betsy 
Ward, a widow. Female students were taught in her home, 
and she charged tuition for instruction. In 1815 Maine’s first 
school building (one-room) was built on a triangle of land a 
mile south of Maine Village on the road to Union. This road 
was later a plank, toll road. The Congregational church met 
in the school from 1819 until they built their own structure 
in Maine village in 1825. The school was still being used in 
1900. In 1833 a frame school was built on Church Street in 
Maine village. By 1885 the village school was four rooms 
on two floors, with 85 pupils. It was remodeled and expand-
ed in 1900. It was used until a new brick school was built on 
the property in 1940. The frame building was demolished in 
1946. The Tiona, or North Maine School, was used as a 
church on Sunday by the Methodists from 1836 to 1871  
      Rev. William Gates taught a select school, the Maine 
Academy, at his home in the village. It was in the nature of a 
high school, and ran from 1837 to 1852. Students attended 
from as far away as Owego to be instructed in languages, 
mathematics, and the sciences. Gates was a “copperhead” 
and believer in slavery in this strongly” ….. 

Gates Academy painted by Clarence Stratton 1974. Note the school house behind 

the Gates house. 
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…..abolitionist town, though it did not seem to affect the 
success of his school nor his pastor ship of the Baptist 
church where he served from1841 to 1852.  
 Through the first quarter of the 20th century, adults 
could acquire a certificate to teach in a one-room school by 
attending a training class, usually less than a year. Often, a 
farmer and his wife both qualified, and the income from 
teaching was a welcome supplement to the household. For 
example Harry and Belle Johnson (b 30 Jan 1887) of East 
Maine both taught during the 1930s. Their red, one-room 
school was at the intersection of Farm-To-Market and East 
Maine Roads. It was furnished with a wood-burning stove, 
double seats nailed to the floor, and a recitation bench in 
front. There was no running water. The teacher taught eight 
grades. Most of the farm boys attended only in the winter 
months. 
 In 1938, a century after formation, the eleven existing 
school districts were centralized to form one district. The 
units which were combined were a four-room school in 
Maine Village; six-room school in Union Center; and nine, 
one-room schools. Dedication of this system was held at 
Maine Village, 29 May 
1940. The centralized sys-
tem provided for education 
of pupils in kindergarten 
through 9th grade in two 
schools: one in Maine Vil-
lage and one in Union 
Center. The new, two-story 
large brick school built in 
Maine village educated 
students from 79 kindergar-
ten to 9th grade. Pupils in 
grades 10, 11, and 12 were bussed to high schools in En-
dicott and Vestal.” 

Original Church St. four room school 

house of Maine Central Schools ca. 1833 



6 

1
9

3
9

 3
5

 C
h

u
rc

h
 S

tr
ee

t 



7 



8 

“M
a

in
e 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y 

B
a

n
d

 C
o

n
ce

rt
 a

t 
M

a
in

e 
C

en
tr

a
l S

ch
o

o
l ,

 C
h

u
rc

h
 S

tr
ee

t,
” 

1
9

6
7

, (
4

7
” 

 X
  2

6
”)

, l
o

ca
te

d
 in

 

th
e 

 M
ai

n
e 

M
em

o
ri

al
 E

le
m

e
n

ta
ry

 S
ch

o
o

l a
u

d
it

o
ri

u
m

. T
h

e 
sc

h
o

o
l w

as
 c

o
n

st
ru

ct
ed

 in
 1

9
3

9 
an

d
 r

en
am

ed
 J

. 

R
al

p
h

 In
ga

lls
 s

ch
o

o
l i

n
 1

9
6

9
. I

t 
w

as
 p

la
ce

d
 o

n
 t

h
e 

N
ati

o
n

al
 R

e
gi

st
er

 o
f 

H
is

to
ri

c 
P

la
ce

s 
in

 1
9

9
8

. 



9 

1970 sketch of J. Ralph Ingalls school, 35 Church St., drawn by Larry Rice.  
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From May 24th, 1940 Dedication Program 
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From May 24th, 1940 Dedication Program 
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Other schools found within the town of Maine 1885 
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In 1938 construction started on this building  to consolidate 
the numerous one room schools (9) in the town of Maine. 
This building plus another one in Union Center opened in 
1940.  Designed by Conrad and Cummings of Binghamton 
its form and details were inspired by colonial architecture 
in Williamsburg, VA.. In 1969 the school was renamed J. 
Ralph Ingalls school in honor of Ingalls, a school board 
member who served in the navy and was also an Endicott 
Johnson employee. Special oil painting reproductions were 
commissioned for the building and after 1983 when the 
building was closed the art works were given to the NVHS 
by Michael McKilligan.  In 1998 this building  was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places.  Mike McKilligan 
willed the building to the Nanticoke Valley Historical Society 
in 2022. 
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This painting,  by Edward Pomeroy painted in 1977, depicts the Gates 
District school on Nanticoke road located about two miles from the 
town center.  Many of the original school  buildings are still around 
and  were moved and attached to houses or turned into private homes.  


