Traveling up NYS Route 26
Bowers Corners to Allentown
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Bowers Museum
13 Nanticoke Road
Maine, New York
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This 1838 map is one of the
oldest in the region You will
notice that there is no town of
Mainethenandit would not form
until March 27, 1848 from the
northern part of the town of
Union. Only a few roadsexistin
1838in A Ma i. moethe north is
the Catskill turnpike  (in
Nanticoke), another road which
goes from Chenango Point
(Binghamton) and an important
third road which was a toll road
which endedaround 1835 this
road went from the Shadow
Brook development to Union
and connectedthe future Maine
to the railroadsin Endicott and
Vestal . The red star is the
locationof the hamletof Maine
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This 1829mapshowsthe locationof the
variousplots of the Massachusettisased
Boston Purchase They acquired and
then sold the land which is now in
Maine, NY starting on November 7,
1787. The first settlerin Maine was
Benjamin Norton from Stockbridge
Massachusettswho in 1794 settled
whereNanticokeand Tionaroadswould
be Other early settlers were 1795
Alfred and Russell Gateswho cut the
road from there propertiesto Union
Center, and Jed Dudley in 1796 who
settled near todays Maine cemetery .
Timothy Caswell in 1815 settled the
area which was called the Allen
SettlementA few yearslater 1821 John
Marean (lot 152 and in 1836
Ebenezer and Matthew Allen (Lot
129 from Otsegocounty, later Joseph
Patterson Marean arrivesin the 182 s




| — Janet Bowers Bothwell, following in her f at hfeotstéps,
\< worked hard to preservethe history and the buildings of the Town of

\ / 9\\ / A Maine. One of her projectswas to have areasdesignatedas historical
o BEn buildings and districts ~ She startedto work with NYS and Cornell
University in the early 198® s 2002 along with Barbara E. Ebert of
! IthacaNY to researctthe hamletof Allentown, NY to haveit be placedin
Lot Comers ™7 National Registerof Historic Placesas the Allen Settlement Historic
e District. Ms. Ebert did her researchand tied it into the 19827 B | u ¢
SpngsCounciimayis Sedement S h e gBusding Structurelnventory Form projectof 1982 to complete
;ﬁzﬁymt;mui Aubrey the application In 1998 BarbaraEbert working through the Cayuga
e Dunbam PreservationConsultantsof Ithaca, NY contractedwith JanetBowers
Ao owsorsancex BOthwell to startthis project Two documentgnine pagesand thirteen

arvineo. PAQESWerewritten and submittedto the United StatesDepartmenof the
Interior, National Parks Service,National Resisterof Historic Placesfor

the Allen Settlementin the late spring of 1999 The proposalcentered
upon five properties 3379 3335 3368 the Allentown cemeteryandthe
oneroom schoolhouseat 6 Flint Road (seetable on pagenine of this

presentation) In July of 2022 BarbaraEbertcontacted\NVHS andmailed
her work on this project for us to have She is currently at 5910
KensingtonAve, RichmondVA, 232262636 Her materialsarehousedn

archivesof the Nanticoke Valley Historical Society, PO Box 75 Maine,
NY 13802 Phil Childs (6078623405
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NYS route 26 was not
constructed from the
museum and further north
until around 1938 At
NanticokeandTiona roads,
just north of the Norton
Carriage Works, a road

went to the east acrossa
bridge over Nanticoke
Creek and then northward
towardsthe Grist Mills. (see
photo to the left) This
bridge was removedaround
1938




Bowers Corners ca
1824 was originally
called Nor t [@n
Corners  This 1973 &}
painting by Clarenc
Stratton shows the s .
area around 186Q !
The Norton family
home is just west of |
the Carriage Works
Across the streetis a
general store The|
schoolis just north on
Tiona road The
Bowers housebuilt in
1828 burnt down in

1870andthenrebuilt
Gardner Sawin Bowerscame from New Hampshire around 1822 and met his future wife who lived straight down the ro

Achsah (18041 1875), who was two years younger than Gardner were married in 1827 and went to live in the modest f
house that Gardner had built, with his own hands, half a mile south of the fine manSmaivesw Taylor. They had six
children. The youngest, wasaMont Bowers (18471 1941), a business partner of John D. Rockefeller. LaMont moved tc
Bi nghamton NY to a Amansiono on Riverside drive. He
youngest solementmoved i nto this andanétmdverinarGinel®&nt 6s daughte
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Bridge across Nanti ¢ ok:i
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Nanticoke Creek Bridge at Bowers Corners (dismantled 1937)
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This 1920 photo showsthe poor road conditionson NanticokeRoadacrossfrom the McGregorhouse
Mud took over manystreetsdbeforeMacadanroadswereuniversal The sketchto theright wasdoneby
Franck Bowers oldestsonof LaMont It showsthe Bowershomein 1837, NanticokeRoadcontinued

northbutif youtook aright hereandcrossedhe Nanticokecreekbridgetheroadyou wereon wentnorth
to GlenAubrey.




Address

Name
Bold print indicates Allen Settlement

Current Owner

Old bridge

Removed 1937

2819

Pitcher’s Grist Mills 10-14

NVHS

2831

Millers House 13

2834

Fisher Farm 14-15

Demarco, Louis V

2876

John Steel Fisher/Bartle/Barnaby 15-16

Barnaby, Henry
and Martine R

Flint/Charles Bowers 17-18

Blair, Mark and Patricia

Thomas Marean/Pomeroy 19

Moved then dismantled by
Mr. Ackley

2935

Henry Dayton/Gallagher house 20

Coutts, David E. and Glenna P

3185

Alice’s house Tartanian 23-26

Courtney Smith

3205

Square Deal Sportsman Inc.

3218

Payne/Richards/Babbitt 27-28 Hardy rd.

Ackley Daniel D, and Kim M

6 Flint Road

Old School House district No.4 32-33

3335 (Lot 129)

Matthew Allen/W ellington/Carley 40-44

Elliott Philip W and Sarah A

Across from Flint Rd.

Allentown Cemetery 34-38

3368

Marean/ Allen/W hittier House 45-49

McKinley, Sandra and Brian

3379 (L0t 129)

Ebenezer Allen/Halperin S0-54

Northrup, Richard and Ann M

3438

Belden Allen/Kimberly’s Greenhouse 55-57

Klubek, Todd and Kimberly




2819 State Route 26 ca 1830 i tcher 6s Gr

Pitcher s Gr i st Mi | | s
Slosson Brothers. Closes in 1955.



Pi t c herist 0Mills
has been physically
changedover the years
butit hasalwaysbeenat
this location for around
195 years This building
was constructedon the
flood plain of Nanticoke
Creek purposelyand it
has experiencedall the
periodic flooding that
this area gets This
view from the east,
taken from 2850 State
Route26 showshowthe
water table is right at
the lower part of the
mill. Theseponds are
spring feed and just
acrossthe roadfrom the
mill. 11
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Original Map
hand drawn by
H.B. & D.
Slosson 1837.
showing the mill
run along the
North Road. The
Mi I | er 6s
still located
behind the mill.

Dam on
Nanticoke
creek which
feed water
down the
mill run.
The mills
wheel was
located
beneath the
building.




n\ The original grist stones for
the mill came from Nova
Scotia, Canada and had to be
sharpened one a year. The
mill ground: oats, wheat,
buck wheat, sorghum and
corn to make flour. The mill
did not have electricity until
after 1922. The main gears
were made from wood so
that sparks would be avoided
when connecting gears. The
Mi | | er s house
the mill 2831 State Route 26,
Glen Aubrey NY. It dates
from the time of the mill
construction. Mr. Bowers
took this photo in 1930.
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TheJohn Fisher farm,
directly across from the

mill, sold as part of
Boston Purchase Lot 71

In 1910. The house
number 2834 has been
5 recently remodeled.
e by e e Behind the house is ah
“!“‘“““ 5 __- original barn.

14




John Steel Fisher, from New Hampshire in 1828.

NThe Fisher farm, acrossfrom the grist mill, was a dairy farm and a chickenfarm which remained
deededto the Fisherfamily until around1907. At that time, it was ownedby Alfred Dence a relative of the
family. In 1941it waspurchasedy Dr. Glenn and Wanda Bartle. Dr. Bartle wasthe first presidentof Harpur
College Undertheguidanceof Dr. ClementBowers,the Bartle's undertookanextensiverestorationof the house
The housewas purchasedy William Merrall in 1971sellingto Dr. Henry Barnaby and his wife Martine, in
1978  WhenJamesSteeleFisherwasbornon 16 August1782 in FrancestownHillsborough,New Hampshire,
United Stateshis father,Jamedrisher,was29 andhis mother,SarahAnn Steele was32. He marriedAnnaBurton
on 14 Junel81Q in Wilton, Hillsborough,New Hampshire United States They werethe parentsof at least2 sons
and3 daughtersHe lived in New York, United Statesin 187Q He died on 15 July 187Q in Maine, Broome,New
York, United States,at the ageof 87, andwas buriedin Maine Cemetery,Endicott, Union, Broome,New York,
United States

AFisher, JamesSteel(deceasedlornin Hillsberg county,N. H., in 1782 anddiedin 187Q wife, Anna
Berton,of New Hampshire settledin Mainein 1829 childrensix, four now living; ChastinaJamesMargaretJ.,
and John Ann, who married Mr. O. J. Slosson,died in 1874 leaving five childrenn JonathamB., who married
CharlotteHoward,diedin 1876 thelatterdiedin 1855 leavingtwo childreno Maine New YorkBiographieg New
HorizonsGenealogy
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