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This 1838 map is one of the 

oldest in the region.  You will  

notice that there is no town of 

Maine then and it would not form 

until March 27, 1848 from the 

northern part of the town of 

Union. Only a few roads exist in 

1838 in ñMaineò. To the north is 

the Catskill  turnpike  (in 

Nanticoke), another road which 

goes from Chenango Point 

(Binghamton) and an important 

third road which was a toll  road 

which ended around 1835.  this 

road went from the Shadow 

Brook development  to Union  

and connected the future Maine 

to the railroads in Endicott and 

Vestal .  The red star is the 

location of the hamlet of Maine. 
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This 1829 map shows the location of the 

various plots of the Massachusetts based 

Boston Purchase.  They acquired and 

then sold the land which is now in 

Maine, NY starting on November 7, 

1787.  The first settler in Maine was 

Benjamin Norton from Stockbridge, 

Massachusetts who in 1794 settled 

where Nanticoke and Tiona roads would 

be.  Other early settlers were: 1795 

Alfred and Russell Gates who cut the 

road from there properties to Union 

Center, and Jed Dudley in 1796 who 

settled near todays Maine cemetery. .  

Timothy  Caswell in 1815 settled the 

area which was called the  Allen 

Settlement. A few years later 1821 John 

Marean (lot 152) and in 1836 

Ebenezer and Matthew Allen (Lot 

129) from Otsego county , later Joseph 

Patterson Marean arrives in the 1820ôs 
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Small Towns in Maine

Janet Bowers Bothwell, following in her fatherôs footsteps, 

worked hard to preserve the history and the buildings of the Town of 

Maine.  One of her projects was to have areas designated as historical 

buildings and districts.   She started to work with NYS and Cornell 

University in the early 1980ôs - 2002 along with Barbara E. Ebert of 

Ithaca NY to research the hamlet of Allentown, NY to have it be placed in 

National Register of Historic Places as the Allen Settlement Historic  

District .  Ms. Ebert did her research and tied it into the 1982 ñBlue 

Sheetsò (Building Structure Inventory Form project of 1982) to complete 

the application.  In 1998 Barbara Ebert working through the Cayuga 

Preservation Consultants of Ithaca, NY  contracted with Janet Bowers 

Bothwell  to start this project.  Two documents (nine pages and thirteen 

pages) were written and submitted to the United States Department of the 

Interior, National Parks Service, National Resister of Historic Places for 

the Allen Settlement in the late spring of 1999.  The proposal centered 

upon five properties: 3379, 3335, 3368, the Allentown cemetery and the 

one-room schoolhouse at 6 Flint Road  (see table on page nine of this 

presentation).  In July of 2022 Barbara Ebert contacted NVHS and mailed 

her work on this project for us to have.  She is currently at 5910 

Kensington Ave, Richmond VA,  23226-2636.  Her materials are housed in 

archives of the Nanticoke Valley Historical Society, PO Box 75 Maine, 

NY 13802                                       Phil Childs (607 862 3405)
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NYS route 26 was not 

constructed  from the 

museum and further north 

until around 1938.   At 

Nanticoke and Tiona  roads,

 just north of the Norton 

Carriage Works,  a road 

went to the east across a 

bridge over Nanticoke 

Creek and then northward 

towards the Grist Mills . (see 

photo to the left) This 

bridge was removed around 

1938 
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Bowers Corners ca 

1824 was originally 

called Nortonôs 

Corners.  This 1973  

painting by Clarence 

Stratton shows the 

area around 1860.  

The Norton family 

home is just west of 

the Carriage Works.  

Across the street is a 

general store. The 

school is just north on 

Tiona road.  The 

Bowers house built in 

1828 burnt down in 

1870 and then rebuilt.    
Gardner Sawin Bowers came from New Hampshire around 1822 and met his future wife who lived straight down the road.  

Achsah (1804 ï 1875), who was two years younger than Gardner were married in 1827 and went to live in the modest frame 

house that Gardner had built, with his own hands, half a mile south of the fine mansion of Andrew Taylor. They had six 

children. The youngest,  was LaMont Bowers (1847 ï 1941),  a business partner of John D. Rockefeller.  LaMont moved to 

Binghamton NY to a ñmansionò on Riverside drive.  He lived a wealthy life but kept the house in Bowers Corners.  Later his 

youngest son Clement moved into this and later Clementôs daughter Janet moved in around 1972.   
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Bridge across Nanticoke at Bowerôs Corners ï 

Removed 1937 ïLOOKING WEST



This 1920 photo shows the poor road conditions on Nanticoke Road across from the McGregor house.  

Mud took over many streets before Macadam roads were universal.  The sketch to the right was done by 

Franck Bowers, oldest son of LaMont.  It shows the Bowers home in 1837, Nanticoke Road continued 

north but if  you took a right here and crossed the Nanticoke creek bridge the road you were on went north 

to Glen Aubrey.  
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Pitcherôs Grist Mills    

Pitcherôs Grist Mills ca 1830 original builders 

Slosson Brothers.  Closes in 1955.

2819 State Route 26 ca 1830

ca 1910
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Pitcherôs Grist  Mills  

has been physically 

changed over the years 

but it has always been at 

this location for around 

195 years. This building 

was constructed on the 

flood plain of Nanticoke 

Creek  purposely and it 

has experienced all the 

periodic flooding that 

this area gets.  This 

view from the east, 

taken from 2850 State 

Route 26 shows how the 

water table is right at 

the lower part of the 

mill .  These ponds are 

spring feed and just 

across the road from the 

mill . 11



Original Map 

hand drawn by 

H.B. & D. 

Slosson 1837. 

showing the mill 

run along the 

North Road.  The 

Millerôs house is 

still located 

behind the mill.

Dam on 

Nanticoke 

creek which 

feed water 

down the 

mill run.  

The mills 

wheel was 

located 

beneath the 

building. 
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The original grist stones for 

the mill came from Nova 

Scotia, Canada and had to be 

sharpened one a year.   The 

mill ground:  oats, wheat, 

buck wheat, sorghum  and 

corn to make flour.  The mill 

did not have electricity until 

after 1922.  The main gears 

were made from  wood so 

that sparks would be avoided 

when connecting gears.  The 

Millerôs house is still behind 

the mill 2831 State Route 26, 

Glen Aubrey NY.  It dates 

from the time of the mill 

construction. Mr. Bowers 

took this photo in 1930.
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The John Fisher farm, 

directly across from the 

mill, sold as part of 

Boston Purchase Lot 71 

in 1910.  The house 

number 2834 has been 

recently remodeled.  

Behind the house is an 

original barn. 

2834 State Route 26  ca 1910
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16 Aug 1783
Francestown, Hillsborough County, New Hampshire, USA
DEATH
15 Jul 1870 (aged 86)
Maine, Broome County, New York, USA

16 Aug 1783
Francestown, Hillsborough County, New Hampshire, USA
DEATH
15 Jul 1870 (aged 86)
Maine, Broome County, New York, USA

John Steel Fisher, from New Hampshire in 1828.
ñThe Fisher farm, across from the grist mill,  was a dairy farm and a chicken farm which remained 

deeded to the Fisher family until around 1907.  At that time, it was owned by Alfred  Dence, a relative of the 

family.  In 1941 it was purchased by Dr. Glenn and Wanda Bartle.  Dr. Bartle was the first president of Harpur 

College.  Under the guidance of Dr. Clement Bowers, the Bartle's  undertook an extensive restoration of the  house. 

The house was purchased by William  Merrall  in 1971 selling to Dr. Henry Barnaby and his wife Martine , in 

1978.  When James Steele Fisher was born on 16 August 1782, in Francestown, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, 

United States, his father, James Fisher, was 29 and his mother, Sarah Ann Steele, was 32. He married Anna Burton 

on 14 June 1810, in Wilton, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, United States. They were the parents of at least 2 sons 

and 3 daughters. He lived in New York, United States in 1870. He died on 15 July 1870, in Maine, Broome, New 

York, United States, at the age of 87, and was buried in Maine Cemetery, Endicott, Union, Broome, New York, 

United States.ò

ñFisher, James Steel(deceased), born in Hillsberg county, N. H., in 1782, and died in 1870; wife, Anna 

Berton, of New Hampshire, settled in Maine in 1829; children six, four now living; Chastina, James, Margaret J., 

and John. Ann, who married Mr. O. J. Slosson, died in 1874, leaving five children; Jonathan B., who married 

Charlotte Howard, died in 1876, the latter died in 1855, leaving two children.ò Maine New York Biographies |  New 
Horizons Genealogy
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