Schoolhouse No. 4
That Could

0 Built in 1845, closed its
doors in 1942, then
moved 15 miles in 1999
to start a new life as part
of the Nanticoke Valley
Historical Society of

Maine, NY.




“donation of a one-room schoolhouse built in the 1840's. The schoolhouse,

In March of 1998 the Nanticoke Valley Historical Society received a

donated by Diane and Larry Thornton, was built in 1845 and was used as a

K-12 schoolhouse until 1942. Located at the intersection of Campville

Road and Cafferty Hill Road, it was originally called Schoolhouse No. 4
and was part of the joint school district of Tioga/Town of Union.

The Schoolhouse Committee of the Nanticoke Valley Historical
Society was formed for the purpose of establishing an authentic, hands-on
museum in Maine, New York. The addition of this building will help create =
a unique complex of buildings including the existing House Museum, : o
Pitcher's Mill and Carriage barns. ’

To therightis aphotoof PatStacconwith
Schoolhous&o. 4. Shelocatedtwo possibleold
schoolsn thehills of BroomeandTiogaCounties

Members of the original 1999 committee
where:Michele Knaul, PaBtacconj Co-Chairs,
Nancy Berry, Irene Hall, Marlylaterese
Jen Palmer and Joanne Weir. Current members
of the committee are: Nancy Berry, Phil Childs,
Denise Gervaikock, Gordie Gottlieb,

Michele Knaul, Sue Lisk, Mariaterese
Sandy Rozek, P&tacconand Joanne Weir.
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BUMPER CROP OF MEMORIES By JOHN SILLICK , Apr 23, 2000
https://buffalonews.com/news/faslifie -in-20sa-bumpercrop-of-memories/article 112aa6fit8e5860a605aa6f042c0506.html

fThe dishes were cleared from the table and the coffee served. Myifataer Charlie, who's been visiting with us, had helpedunbolt
a frontloader assembly from a tractor. Now it was good just to sit at the table and talk. | steered the conversation towaoddankeférm in the Southern Tier.
In 1928, when Charlie was 8, his parents, Frank and Anna, moved the family from town to a farm they had bougintpidin Life was different in the country.

Charlie smiled as he told stories about the-muen school that he and his five siblings attended; a-tmikewalk fromhome. He remembered how
Gus, who came in early to start the fire in the stove, sometimes took it upon himself to discourage troublemakers dipgimgi@ss. The school featured a-hot
lunch program. The students brought whatever food they could spare at home, and then the class put it together as\s soumeriag it on the stove as they did
their morning lessons. His father, a jolly man who served as school trustee, labeled it the "Bring your lunch andyee'lebelty system. Charlie liked the school:
"By the time you got to the next grade, you already knew a lot of the material from overhearing it."

Most people think the Great Depression began in 1929, but falling farm prices through the '20s gave it a prematwieaktarienca. Frank worked

in a shoe factory shaping leather on lasts. Anna went to work at the diner in town. Charlie remembers how she broughtehawekles and other food. Frank and
Anna drove a Model T Ford to work when they could. "But there was no one to plow the road in the winter, so they htw tiotakeand cutter.”

Frank named the farm "Tioga View." Behind the barn were 10 acres. Across the dirt road were 50 more belonging ¢ondhcelatithem use it. The
family kept a couple of cows and three coops of chickens. Their eggs and poultry were taken to the market in towrfa@leathats one capable work horse, as did
a neighbor, so they often teamed them and worked together plowing and mowing hay. The kids liked horses, especiallywlo Wasrglmost blind. Once Charlie
strapped on a hommade saddle and hurt his leg when Harry fell, and the boy couldn't get his foot out of a tight stirrup.

My son asked his grandfather what his chores were like. Charlie remembers picking beetles off rows of potatoes.igdratetesing and
burying cabbage in a pit. Apples, mostly Northern Spies, were picked and carried to the cellar, where they sat byclumrelsdérocks of salt pork.
Firewood for the parlor and kitchen stoves was buzzed by a saw, its belt driven by the flywheel of a 1922 Chevrolett bdoe tiauld sing.”
Electric wires didn't run upoint Hill, so the family spent evenings in the glow of kerosene lamps until they installed a carbide gas system. Charlis fattedis h
putting granulated carbide in a tank and adding water to release the gas. The light was very bright, and his mothemussatehby the gas. Charlie describes
himself as a rambunctious boy. Once he and his brother shot the glass ball on the lightning rod atop the house. Kniathieg Wasrdue home soon, they
scrambled up on the roof to turn it around, hoping the broken side wouldn't be noticed.

After almost 70 years, Charlie still remembers their father's reaction. "He looked at us standing there with our B8 chaleaged us to see if we

could hit a target of his choosirgt he very gl ass ball we had c¢cracked e andthe tabte oma wihdymight, weafeel itsna k e
benevolence. We sense how hardship borne as a family strengthens all, and how telling of it after all these yearshelps palsss e ngt h on. 0

This story centers on out 1845 one room school house. It covers memories of the school and life on the farm from hlmdrEcopears ago.


https://buffalonews.com/news/farm-life-in-20s-a-bumper-crop-of-memories/article_112aa6fd-dd8e-5860-a605-aa6f042c0506.html

1900 Photo of Schoolhouse No. 4, part of the
Tioga/Town of Union school district.
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Schoolhouse Committee
Pat Kollar, Co-chair
Michele Knaul, Co-chair
Jennifer Palmer, Treasurer
Nancy Berry
[rene Hall

" il Mary Materese
h"‘ " Joanne Weir
e Honorary Members
Greg Asfoury, Diane Chainis, Liz Manvell,
Dennis Reed, Lynn Ross, Darlene Voltz, Beth Winsor
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Schoolhouse to move

The Schoolhouse No. 4
Committee of the Nanticoke
Valley Historical Society,
Maine, has achievedits goal of
raising $17,000 to move a vin-
tage schoolhouse from Owego
to the Town of Maine. Part of
the moncy came in the form of
a$5,000grant from the Decker
Foundation, Binghamton.

The schoolhouse will be
moved atacost of $10,000 to a
pie-shaped piece of land at the
intersection of Nanticoke Road
and Route 26 in the hamlet of

Maine. The remaining $7,000
will be used to build a founda-
tionandreplace the roof. Mov-
ing day will be in June. More
fund-raising efforts will be
needed to buy building mate-
rials, said Pat Kollar, School-
house Committee member.

The 19th century school-
house was donated to the Soci-
ety in March 1998.

Updateappears every Mon-
day. This week’s contributions
were written by George Basler,
Connie Nogas and Sharon
Eurich. :
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BETH KAPLAN staff photographer
{ow do you move a one-room schoolhouse? Very, very slowly. The school.
sccompanied by an entourage of escort vehicles and history buffs, makes
ts way down Day Hollow Road on its way 10 the Town of Maine

Town of Maine gives
schoolhouse new home




BY SHARON EURICH
Staff Writer

A vintage one-room school-
house taught the Nanticoke
Valley Historical Society of
Maine lessons in perseverance
and persistence.

On Thursday, society mem-

bers Charles and Geri Gun-
ther, along with president
Nancy Berry of Maine, sat in
the back of a green Model-A
pickup truck and watched in
awe as building movers L.D.
Dexheimer and Sons Inc. of
Guilford hauled the 1845 build-
ing about 12 milesinto the ham-
let of Maine on Route 26. *A
year ago we were only talking
about it and now the school-
house is here,” Berry said.

It cost more than $10,000
and took nearly two hours to
move the schoolhouse from
its original site at the corner
of Campville Hill and Cafferty
Hill roads just over the Tioga
County line in the Town of
Owego. In March 1998, a fam-
ily who wishes to remain
anonymous donated the

~June 10,1999

TO HELP

The Nanticoke Valley Historical
Society welcomes donations of
19th century schoolhouse fur-
nishings such as desks, globes,
maps and textbooks.

For more information, call
Nancy Berry at 862-4527.

schoolhouse to the historical

society.
Almost immediately, the
Schoolhouse  Committee

formed to devise ways and
means of financing the pro-
ject of moving and restoring
the schoolhouse. Through
fund-raisers and grants, the
committee raised about
$23,000. “They worked really
hard,” said Berry.

“We're seeing a dream
come true,” said Pat Kollar,
a chairwoman of the com-
mittee. A third-grade teacher
at Maine Memorial Ele-

mentary School on Route 26,

Kollar sprinted across its

lawn to snap a picture of the

SEE SCHOOLHOUSE 6B

CONTINUED FROM 1B

schoolhouse, covered with a blue
tarp, as it rolled by.

She wore agray T-shirtimprinted
with a design created by cartoonist
Johnny Hart featuring ants and the
phrase, “together we can move the
schoolhouse.”

From turning out for fund-rais-
ers to constructing afoundation, the
community pitched in to help bring
the schoolhouse to Maine. “Every-
body got as excited as kids on Christ-
mas morning about the project,”
$aid Geri Gunther, who wore a T-
shirt printed with the motto, “expect
amiracle.”
=~ On the weekend of June 5 and 6,
dboutadozen volunteers met at the
sehoolhouse to dismantle the roof
and chimney to prepare for the
move. 1 told my pupils to use their
imagination when they get their first
ghmpse of the schoolhouse, because
itwon’tlook like much with the roof
removed,™ Kollar said.
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