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Family history -McGregor’s, Chauncey’s , Durfee’s and Murphy’s.

How and when we got to Maine. p. 7 -21

Before chickens what? P. 33

How we got into chicken business, why we left the business
(economics of feed price vs. eggs) p. 33, 82

Stories associated with McGregor Family.

The McGregor’s

James B. Sr. p. 23

Venley and Clara p. 34 - 41

Garth and Margaret p. 42 - 50

McGregor Avenue p. 31

The Homestead p. 55 - 56, 32

“The Barn Before the House” including roles of males and

females 1n the family. p. 57 - 58
White Leghorns, why them ! p. 59
The Farm p. 32, 60 - 66
Dane McGregor 67 -70
Save the big tree p. 80
The big chicken fire! p. 76 - 78
Drilling wells on the farm. p. 83-84
The Big Squeeze p. 85
The Church Bible Study Group with names. p. 86 - 87
Q. Where 1s the farm now? A. Town Park, Highway garage, Historical Society building,
the triangle (where the school 1s), Rented farm land (pumpkins and corn). p. 4,81



“Being McGregor”
In

Maine, NY
1851 - 2017

The Impact of One Family!



The Homestead, Venley and Clara’s Dane/Venley, 2746 Route 26

Warren, 2715 Route 26 Garth and Margaret’s, 5 Nanticoke Rd.



Dayton, Kenyon, McGregor House in 1900

= N
: - Dane’s family lived here
= until they finished their
= home across the street.
13 Nanticoke was rented
: S , to workers until it was
13 Nanticoke Road | sold to the historical society

4.29.1976
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Margaret, Garth, Ruth, Dane, Betty, Warren McGregor ©



McGregor
Chauncey
Durfee
Murphy

Porter
Crane
Peck
Swift
Bowker
Crocker
McCarthy
Rickey
Squires
Butler
Hurley




John Durfee

6.16.1762—10.10.1843
m. Mary Peck 12.28.1786 in Dalton NY

12 Children

John Durfee arrived in Maine from CT
m 1800
Served 1 Revolutionary War 1in Col.
Ely’s Regiment ™~
«Ran a sawmull

John Ely of Connecticut served as a captain with the 6th Connecticut

Regiment from May to December 1775 and as colonel of a Connecticut
militia regiment in 1777. He was taken prisoner on Long Island in
December 1777 and not exchanged until December 1780. “
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-04-02-0313
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See slide 12




Amsa Durfee

BIRTH 1806

DEATH 9 Jun 1886

BURIAL Maine Cemetery Maine
MEMORIAL ID 77257201

Hannah Durfee
BIRTH 1812
DEATH 2 May 1868

10




® Nofendors of the Union—Maine Howard Post 474 of the ¢
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srand Army of the Republic, was an active organization

when this photo was taken in front of the Francis Marean store in Maine, site of the present Grange Hall, back in 1590,
Clubrooms were upstadrs. Today. all are dead and the post is non-existent. Front row, left to right: Aaron Travis,
Heeman Gray, John Riordan, Fernando Chancey, William Bronk, Marsen Durfee and Willilam Holbrook., Second row,
Horace Butls, Charles Rozelle, James Fomerson and an upknown. Third row, James Riddle, Leroy Bostwick, Normnan
Brown, Joskua Murch, Nelson Baird and Rufus W, Porter. Back, Morgan Yarmes and a Mr, Corwin.  Pholo 15 nwned
by Wesley Kozelle of Maine. 11




Marsden Altona Durfee
Feb. 17, 1843—Mar. 4, 1915
m. 10.6.1867
Rose A. Bowker His Wife
Rosalia Augusta Bowker Durfee
1846 — 3.28.1910
Maine Cemetery;

Find A Grave Memoirial
# 22792470, #22792489
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George Julius Durfee
9 Sep 1872 Maine, New York
31 Mar 1958 Endicott, New York
BURIAL Maine Cemetery
MEMORIAL ID # 22792530
Martha Brown Durfee
1875 - 1909
# 22792655

Herbert Marsden Durfee
16 May 1875 - 1964
BURIAL Maine Cemetery , Maine
MEMORIAL ID 22792549
Cora Eldred Durfee
1872 —9.29.1929
# 22792624

Ellis W. Payne
23 Oct 1902 - 1976
BURIAL Maine Cemetery
MEMORIAL ID 22792583
Mildred Durfee Payne
10 Jun 1901 - 1962
MEMORIAL ID 22792606

Farmers and Relatives who had farms north and south

of the McGregor farm see shde 7 & 31
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Clara Eloise Durfee McGregor

-

School House—Across From Maine American Legion.
Clara Durfee McGregor; tallest back row
The school was moved across the street and is part of Sylvia Ward’s house.
Garth, Dane and Warren went to the Bowers Corners School House Grades 1-8,
Union-Endicott High School grades 9-12
Garth graduated from Cornell University




Chauncey Family of East Maine

Russell Levander Chauncey
b.11.18.1810
arrives East Maine 1832
m. Aurelia L. Crane
b.10.17.1807
Farmer, Blacksmith, Sawmill
Operator on Bradley Creek
8 Children

Israel Chauncey
b.4.27.1821
Settled East Maine 1854
m. Charlotte Leadbetter 1826
5 Children

Parents:

Russell Rawson Chauncey b. 1775

m. 1802 Mable Porter b. 1779
15 Children

e DN LOvuticcy L hay Pl sl melfe, S ey htw 01k

The firest settlere of the Cruuncey name 1o the town of Muine wers tvo
brothera, Ruseell ‘ovinder snd Israel Chauncey, ooth Lf whoe settled in
288t "alnoe - lorvel on the ecoti.n known ag "4k Hill, sbout 2} =21les south
of Tast Kalne.sottlewont.
(L1 e18)
uneel Chauncey cise to Asino ara before 1572 vhen he married Aurelis L.
Crana of Sart ™alne ihey went Dok to “aryland, Visego Co., N.¥., until
iting
1534 vhen ha and ble vife and 1 yoar 014 son, Josoph{ returesd to East Kaine
Lo rettle. Fuspell wasr 2 Carmer and blsckesith. o &lpd ren the saw =ill
on Eradlay cresk st Srooket Hollow cromsroads. In 1966 he was living in
Eust Hsine. The houwse wun in the "Y" of the road %ut ia mow pome, JAussell
enrressticonal
End hlc wife Joined Lre Wedkadbot Thuroh of “sine En 1940 und were setive

mesbrre.  About 1370 ke ssve land to the Setkediats Church 2o bulld seroes

the streetl fros his house,.in Yast ™aine. |

laroel Chauneay (b. 1°21) cime o t;-t “alne adbgut 1854, HMie wife, Charlotte
soopdbedtar, o0F Bast “uire, «nd thelr twe children wore livine with her
brother, Nortizer ie d:n-t'.er.'h 1358 censun. Tereel wis not with them then.
Thelr youngost son, ¥red, hod been born in Til. or ¥isa. lsrael snd his
family had gore west [rom Aaryyland (or Zast “aine) Dut returned to Maine to
satilo. Iermel ver & J.orwar, Hlo hime whp 1065%0d on what 1s now known e
ok M11l, commer of Eurrington lead and Bsre to Market Road. The house is
gone. Ho and Ris Nmilly vere sctive mesbere of tho Vothodlat Church and in
A5TE larvel save n “lece of his property to the Yethodist Chureh for a

Sexetery snd place 0 Sutld the church ¥Xnown ac Oak H111 Bethodist “hureh.

Hussell and Ternel Chouncey were the sone of Russell Mawoon Chauncey (0.1775)
SArried “ept, 1302 to “ ble Foster (b. 1779) who hod 15 children In &ll -

ORly 10 rurviving ta s#ulthood., Soth Russedl und 'tile Chauncey were oorn

L
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Chauncey Family Arrives

Charles Chauncey

1592- 1671

He left England in 1637 and arrived in
Plymouth, MA.

He was a practicing physician as well as
minister.

In 1654 he was offered the position as the
second President of Harvard.

All six of his sons were ministers and
graduates of Harvard.

Find A Grave Memorial# 16733651

Catherine Eyre Chaunce

1604- 1667

She was the wife of Charles
Chauncey, minister,
physician, and second
President of Harvard.

She was the mother of nine
children.

All six of her sons became
minsters.

She immigrated with her husband
to America in 1637.

Find A Grave Memorial# 16733799




Russell Levander Chauncey

GHALH 18
B: Nov. 18, 1810 o T P
Ghent ‘ﬁf:h-iﬁr‘
Columbia County, NY i :Jf”"
D: May 7, 1893

Chenango, NY

Russell Levander Chauncey was the son of Russell Rawson Graham Estabrook Chauncey ' rigr.
and Mehitable (Mabel) Porter. He married Aurelia Louisa Crane. E

Russell R.G.E. Chauncey left the Shaker colony near the Massachusetts / New York border

in New Lebanon shortly after 1800. He moved to a an area near the village of Cooperstown in
Otsego County.

Two of Mr. Chauncey's children moved to the Southern Tier area. Russell Levander Chauncey and
his younger brother Israel Chauncey. Russell was among the first settlers of East Maine, and Israel
was among the first settlers of Oak Hill.

"Chauncey's Hollow", an area known to local residents of East Maine was named after Russell L.
Chauncey.

Russell Levander and Aurelia L (Crane) Chauncey had at least eight known children. After the
death of Russell's wife Aurelia, Russell married a woman named Mary (her maiden name or former
married name is unknown). He was 70 and she was 60 when they married so there were no children
of the union.

Spouses:
Aurelia Louisa Emeline Crane Chauncey (1807 - 1873)
Mary B. Chauncey ( - 1895)

Find A Grave Memorial# 58008764
East Maine Cemetery
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Russell Fernando Chauncey

B:Feb. 14, 1844
East Maine, NY
D:Jan. 18, 1917
Johnson City, NY
Russell Fernando Chauncey was the son of
Russell Levander Chauncey and Aurelia Crane.
CIVIL WAR- Enlisted August 12, 1862, Company
E, 50th NY Engineers, Army Potomac, served to
end of war
Occupation: Farmer, Blacksmith
Russell married Louisa Russell (daughter of
Oliver Russell and Esther Van Etten Broas and
had six children.
East Maine Cemetery
Find A Grave Memorial# 58008501



The Murphy’s

Margaret Murphy (Garth’s wife) stated that her ancestors came here from Ireland when

the potato famine hit Ireland. [“The Great Famine or the Great Hunger was a period of mass starvation,
disease, and emigration in Ireland between 1845 and 1852. The Irish famine of 1879 was the last main Irish famine.
Unlike the earlier famines, the 1879 famine caused hunger rather than mass deaths, due to changes in the
technology of food production, different structures of land-holding ... , income from Irish emigrants abroad which
was sent to relatives back in Ireland, and in particular a prompt response of the British government.” |
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lrish_Famine (1879)

They settled in the Little Meadows, PA Irish settlement, moving later to Endicott where
employment opportunities where greater. Her father was a carpenter and helped build St.
Ambrose Church along with many EJ houses. They lived on McKinley Ave in Endicott. She
had five siblings; Ambrose who died in due to complications of Chicken Pox and Shingles
and married to Mary Eulalia Butler Murphy 1906 — 1930 see next slide, Tom, Winifred,
Harriet and Mary.

Margaret Helen Murphy 1910 — 1998
m. Garth Venley McGregor 1912 — 1995




Murphy Family

Descendants of Thomas Murphy

1) Ellen McCarthy Murphy 1821- 1906
m. Thomas 1820 -1880
2) John Joseph Murphy 1850 — 1929
m. Harriet L. Rickey 1848 - 1923
3) John Francis Murphy 1882 — 1940
4) John Ambrose Murphy 1878 — 1926
m. Mary Eulalia Butler Murphy
1906 — 1930

4) Margaret Helen Murphy 1910 — 1998
m. Garth Venley McGregor
1912 — 1995




1906 - 1930
m. John Ambrose Murphy 1878 — 1926




Calvary Cemetery
Johnson City
Find A Grave Memorial
# 85623865
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CEMETERY READING OF MAINE VILLAGE CEMETERY,
MAINE, BROOME COUNTY, NY
By Deborah J. Barnes (updated 1999)

McGREGOR, Betty K 1919 LostvWarren D MeGREGOR  Linted Mat

McGREGOR, Clara E 1880 1961 EshvVeniay CMcGREGOR Net Jamas Vaniay M

MCGREGOR. Dane H 1914 sivs Ruth YOUNG McGREGOR  #iMason Mar 02011936
McGREGOR, Garth
Venley 1912 1995-:&.; Margarst MURPHY McGRE . @imar 20N0V1834. Pictire of Shield

MCGREGOR, James B 1843 1923 EOGAR N sts Rogsepha C MCGREGOR

McGREGOR, James R 1885 1924 EBtwn 3% Rosechs CARob Rov MEGREGOR
McGREGOR, James May 26,

oty 1 oae gven in midde Nt Clama E/veniey C McGREG
Venley 1939 May 26, 1939 e 2 e

McGREGOR, Jennette y 07MAR1857 s Jamées MOGREGOR €0t Hamet LINCOLN
McGREGOR, Margaret
MURPHY 191 0 1998-;'».‘5. Gann Yenley MCOREGOR £omar 2ZaN0V1634

McGREGOR, Rob Roy 18781948/43 £200wn sts James R McGREGOR and Mabel A YWISWELL
McGREGOR, Rosepha
C 1849 £obten sts James Bitames R MeGREGOR

McGREGOR, Ruth
YOUNG 1918 sivs D EGOR REastem Star Mar 020ct 1856

McGREGOR, Venley C 1880 DshvClars E MOGREGOR Nxt James Verley McGREGOR

McGREGOR, Warren D 1917 LnhHetty K MoGREGOR. Urted Mothodist Symbol

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nybroome/brmvc/brmvcm.htm




James Benjamin McGregor Family

Left to Right
Mabel McGregor Wiswell
Rosepha Chauncey McGregor
Rob Roy
James B. Jr.
James B. Sr.
Venley Chauncey
Sepha McGregor Tymeson (not included) |

1843 d 112 S g
1249 193¢
1825 1924
1871%. 1943
,N?S! ; F Ii%_,
IS§8 1965
1582 196!
1905 1394
1899 95 (NS
13473 SRSt
lgyg 1917
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James Benjamin McGregor 1843—1923
Residence Maine NY; an 18 year-old Blacksmith.
Enlisted on 8/26/1861 at Maine, NY as a Private.

On 9/7/1861 he mustered into "C" Co. NY 50th Engineers
He was Mustered Out on 9/20/1864 at Elmira, NY
Promotions: * Artificer
Intra Regimental Company Transfers: * 11/1/1861 from company C to company E
He was described at enlistment as:

5' 7", ight complexion, blue eyes, black hair
Other Information:
born in Jersey City, NJ
Sources used by Historical Data Systems, Inc.:

- New York: Report of the Adjutant-General
- Research by R. Ross Houston

(c) Historical Data Systems, Inc. @ www.civilwardata.com

He was pensioned, awarded Apnil 26, 1875.
His widow, Rosepha C. McGregor received the pension the 5th of Jan or Jun 1923.
He was born July 15, 1843; enlisted in Maine, Broome, NY; parents James and Jeanette Richardson, discharged Sept 20,
1864 at expiration of term of service
Source: New York, Town Clerks' Registers of Men Who Served in the Civil War, ca 1861-1865
Born: Jul. 15, 1843, Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey, USA
Died: Feb. 18, 1923, Maine, Broome County, New York, USA

Spouse:
Rosepha Clarinda Chauncey McGregor (1849 - 1935)
Children(5)
Rob Roy McGregor (1878 - 1943)
Venley Chauncey McGregor (1880 - 1955)
Mabel A. McGregor Wiswell (1881 - 1956)
James Richardson (1885 — 1924)
Sepha Jeanette McGregor Tymeson (1888 - 1965)




Jennette McGregor

Mother of James B.
parents James and

Jeanette Richardson

BIRTH 1816
DEATH 7 Mar 1857
BURIAL Maine
Cemetery Maine, Broome
County, New York, USA
MEMORIAL ID 78672435




Jul. 15, 1843
Jersey City
Hudson County
New Jersey, USA
Feb. 18, 1923
Maine
Broome County
New York, USA

James Benjamin McGregor

Maine Cemetery
Find A Grave Memorial# 70296459

Jan. 23, 1849
East Maine
Broome County
New York, USA
Nov. 4, 1935
Maine
Broome County
New York, USA

Rosepha Clarinda Chauncey McGregor

Parents:

Russell Levander Chauncey (1810 - 1893)

Aureha Louisa Emeline Crane Chauncey (1807 - 1873)
Siblings:

Infant Chauncey (____ - 1851)

Joseph Whiting Chauncey (1833 - 1872)

Jane S. Chauncey Updegrove (1836 - 1889)

Bessie A. Chauncey Russell (1839 - 1898)

Russell Fernando Chauncey (1844 - 1917)

Louisa Aurelia ChaunceyJohnson (1846 - 1916)

Find A Grave Memorial# 70296474




“Myra Dudley (left) and Mabel
McGregor were good friends and
neighbors who grew up on
McGregor Avenue. Here, they take
time for a visit while they knit.
Myra was the daughter of Dr.

Dudley, and Mabel was the
daughter of James McGregor, a
carpenter, whose brother, Venley
McGregor, started the family

poultry business. “ images of America
Maine and The Nanticoke Valley. SL




JAMES B. McGREGOR
OBIT
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"', Malne, ' Feb. 28—The funeral of
James B. McGregor, wno died Sun-;
day afternoon from an attack of in-

fluenza, was held Wednesday after-
noon, the Rev..Mr. Flook in charge,
Burial was in Maine «cemetary. NMr.
McGregor, who was a Civil War vet-
cran, was a life long resident of
Malne. . He is survived by his wife

and two daughters; Miss Mabel Me= |}

Gregor and Mrs. F. H. Tymeson of
. Maine; and three ‘sons, 3/ C. Mec-
- Gregor.of Maine, Robert McGregor

- of Westover and James -McQregor ! |

. o

L Of_Albany., ¢ ) Fiateaiie e~

| Maine. -

{flock of

mEise e R
An 01a Boldier Mustered Out. . k=

Taps have -sounded for the last time
for Jimmy MacGregor, an old soldiey of
Maine village in Broome county. The
first man we bad to do @ job for us
after We moved to the farm in 1889 “was
Jimmy. He did some’ cemeht work for

us on a cistern, and he did it well,-as;

{he did everrthing entrusted. to him.-
{When. the Civil War came on, Jimmy |

MacGregor was one of the first to ‘re-1
spond, enlisting in the famous 50th New
York Engineers. Very few of that organ-
iration are left now, but those who know!
say there was no better soldier in the|
command than this wiry, active man from |
In later years since he hag not!'
been ably to work at his trade, Jimmy-
MacGreg¢r has® been most interested in
his chiclens, of which he bad a fine

{Wm:e Leghorns. " But now he
has gone to ‘answer to roll call 'évcrj
yonder. : A little handful of veterans and;
many. friends went as far as. they couid
with bhim. lsst Wednesday.. Then .;heyé
came back to listen for .theélr own . calll
Tor “Lights Ont!’ We are glad we e¢ver:
knew Jimmy MacGregor. He was a good
soldler and a I’n{n that will be misped. "'’
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“Using the private road originally laid out in 1816, this road was officially surveyed and designated a public
highway in April of 1817. Named after the James McGregor family who settled in Maine in 1851.”SW
14 (1870), 20 (1880) and 24 (1875) on the north side of the street were built by James McGregor,




The McGregor Farm starts with Venley and Clara

To the hilltop

Tiona Road

McGregor Farm Ellis Payne | .

Road  Burt Durfee

George Durfee Farm ‘ |’ o . l

1872 - 1958 || a875-1084 | |
NET \ . | |_—~

The Homestead o
Bank Q \ . —-___..-—"'—_‘ e
/-'— d ---/-—--_'_,-— =
oke RO2E-
Route 26 /,1‘,?99"/

NANTICOKE CREEK

The original Venley McGregor farm started small in 1907 with 54 acres and grew.
The neighboring Durfee farms where relatives.
Not to scale



Before Chickens - What?

Venley, the second child of James B. and Rosepha
Chauncey McGregor was born in 1880 and lived in
Maine, NY his whole life. He married Clara Durdee
McGregor on March 7, 1901. In 1907 they purchased
the Homestead on Nanticoke Road along with 54 acres
with the intention to be farmers. He was informed that
the soil was poor and perhaps the only vegetable that
would grow there was horseradish, they were wrong.
Within a few years he developed a sales route extending
from Lisle to Endicott. This route took many days to
travel and he sold both vegetables along with products
from cows, sheep, chickens and even a few eggs. Slowly
the chicken business became the primary use of the
farm. By 1935 Venley and Clara were invited to
Washington D.C. to meet with President Roosevelt and
his wife Eleanor to be honored as a Master Farmer from
New York State. Other poultry businesses were located
in the Nanticoke Valley including those of Coburn Young
on Lewis Street and the Woodward’s of Union Center
however they were much smaller. Venley worked
alongside of his three sons and each had their own
house and property on the McGregor farm.

33




Family of Venle Chauncey Mebreap
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Venley
In
1886
Six
years
old

Venley with Garth, Dane and Warren



Clara Elosie
Durfee McGregor
Mar. 9, 1880
Maine New York,
Mar. 21, 1961
Endicott, NY
Find A Grave
Memorial# 78768754

Clara Durfee McGregor
with Garth Venley McGregor
1912

The Homestead



“V.C. McGregor was honored as a NYS Master
Venley Chauncey McGregor and Clara Farmer at Cornell University in 1935. He and
Durdee McGregor Married March 7, 1901 his wife, Clara, later were honored in
Washington, D.C. by President Franklin
Roosevelt and his wife, Eleanor.”
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Warren, Dane, Garth and Venley McGregor



Venley
And Clara
with
“specia
birthday

cake

III

1955

Clara
March 21, 1961



Clara and Venley
Fifteen Children Grand Children

Garth and Margaret (8):
Mary Louise, Margaret Anne,
Martha Elaine, David Garth ,Rita
Diane, Phyllis Clara, Robert John
And Carol Jean.

Dane and Ruth (4):
Nancy, Stanley, Venley Coburn
and Glenn

Warren and Betty (3):
Jimmy, Linda and Brenda



Descendants of Garth Venley McGregor

Generation No. [

1. GARTH VENLEY? MCGREGOR (VENLEY CHAUNCEY?, JAMES BENJAMIN') was bom May 16, 1912 in Maine , NY,
and died September 09, 1995 in Endicott NY. He married MARGARET HELEN MURPHY November 29, 1934 in
Endicott NY, daughter of JOHN MURPHY and MARY BUTLER.

More About GARTH VENLEY MCGREGOR:
Fact 1: 1957, Charter Member of Maine Kiwanis Club

Children of GARTH MCGREGOR and MARGARET MURPHY are:

i MARY LOUISE* MCGREGOR, b. March 22, 1940, Binghsmton New York.
MARGARET ANNE MCGREGOR, b. November 15, 1942, Binghsmton New York.
MARTHA ELAINE MCGREGOR, b. March 27, 1945, Binghsmton New York.

iv. DAVID GARTH MCGREGOR, b. June 12, 1946, Binghamton New York; m. JUDY WEILAND, September 09,
1989, Maine , NY.

% ermmmenseon,b.mzo,mzmmmvoa.
PHYLLIS CLARA MCGREGOR, b. Apnl 14, 1949, Binghamton New York.
ROBERT JOHN MCGREGOR, b. January 22, 1951, Binghamton New York.
CAROL JEAN MCGREGOR, b. Angust 12, 1954, Binghamton New York.




Margaret Helen Murphy McGregor

Wedding of Garth and Margaret She picked enough black berries to make 17.5
Helen Murphy. Best Man Lester cans. Garth’s favorite pie was blackberry pie.

Rawlins, Maid of Honor Harriet
Murphy Kelly November 29, 1934




Garth and Margaret — The Beginning

Garth and Margaret Murphy McGregor met at a party. As Mom said, “The Cornell
boys were having a party in Maine.” I don’t know how Margaret got invited. Garth was
attending the College of Agriculture at Cornell University. His date that night was Alice
Pitcher. Alice lived at Pitcher Mills, which has been restored by the Town of Maine’s
Historical Society. Alice also attended Cornell and later married Bob Blatchley who
worked for many years as a 4-H agent in Cortland County. Uncle Tom (Dumas)
succeeded Bob when he retired. Another Maine resident who attended Cornell around
that time was Dick Rozelle. Garth’s father, Venley, was one of those people who liked to
learn new things. When Garth was taking poultry science classes, Venley occasionally
went on field trips with him.

Meeting at that party began Garth and Margaret’s life long romance. Margaret
attended Garth’s fraternity parties at Alpha Zeta. Both Garth and Margaret were always
eager to return to Cornell whether it was for a Sunday drive, Farm and Home Week or
Cornell’s Alumni Weekend. They maintained their friendships with Garth’s fraternity
brothers and their spouses. Reunions and meetings at A.Z. were events that were looked
forward to. They had great fun meeting old friends and making new acquaintances.

Graduation for Garth was in June of 1934. He and Margaret got married in
November. What was that wedding like? Garth was raised Methodist and converted to
Catholicism when Mary Lou, his first daughter, made her First Communion. They both
received that sacrament on the same day. Couples with “mixed” religious beliefs could
not be married in the Catholic Church proper. Garth and Margaret’s wedding took place
in the rectory of St. Ambrose Church. Garth wore a suit; Margaret wore a deep red dress.
It was common 1n those days to be married in a dress that you could wear again. For their
honeymoon, they took a train to New York City.




For several years they lived on the second floor of the house in which Garth was
born and raised. Margaret taught and Garth worked with his dad and two brothers, Dane
and Warren on the farm. The farm at that time not only had chickens; there also were
some cows. In fact, when Venley C. McGregor first started farming, he thought he would
be a “truck™ farmer raising vegetables and trucking them to town. As the farm business
grew and changed, V.C. McGregor and Sons found producing and delivering eggs to be
the best way to earn money in the Triple Cities market. At one time, they had the largest

poultry farm in the Triple Cities area.

Margaret said that she learned how to cook and bake many dishes from Garth’s
mother, Clara. Clara McGregor wasn’t only a good cook. She loved her flowers and once
got a prize at the N.Y.S. Fair for her zinnias. Grandma Clara would be very proud of the
flower gardens that her granddaughter, Rita, has developed. Rita now owns the
farmhouse that Garth was born and raised in. Her children, Chrissy, Katy, Shaun and

Scott kept the McGregor spirit and heritage alive as they grew up on the McGregor
homestead.




There weren’t many pictures of Margaret’s family or possessions to be passed on
but this much we do know. Margaret was born in Endicott in 1910. Her maternal
grandmother was a teacher in an Irish settlement in Pennsylvania. As you trace family
careers, you will realize that several McGregor/Murphy descendants have followed in
that endeavor. ,

Margaret had a strong love for learning and also made and kept friends well.
Throughout her life, she kept the same close-knit group of girlfriends that she made in
elementary school. This bright woman did 7th and 8th grade in one year. After graduating
from Union-Endicott High School at the age of 17, she went to Union-Endicott’s
Training School. At that time you could begin teaching after just one year of Training
School if you taught in a rural school and took Extension classes - one per semester-and
did coursework each summer. Margaret taught for 3 years at Tracy Creek School (Vestal
#5), which was a one-room schoolhouse. Her salary was significant at the time - $28. per
week. Her class consisted of 39 boys (2 were 16) and 2 girls. She taught at least three of
Garth’s cousins who lived there: Roger, Ralph and Winnie Webster. Margaret completed
her teacher’s education and earned permanent certification by attending Oneonta State
College for one year. After teaching 3 years in Tracy Creek, she taught in Endicott.
Jennie F. Snapp was her principal; Margaret had a lot of respect for her.




Gardening on the Farm

Summer at our house before Mom went back teaching was three months o
gardening, planting, weeding, picking, and canning vegetables and fruits, as well as
making jams and jellies from wild strawberries, chokecherries, and Grandma’s currants.

Late in spring or in early summer, Dad and Grandpa bought cabbage plants anc
planted them in the garden with little waxed paper tents over them to protect them fro
frost. We planted string beans, cranberry beans, carrots, peas, sweet corn, spinach, Swiss
chard, kale, leaf lettuce (Bibb), potatoes, tomato plants, cucumbers, beets, radishes, and
pumpkins. If we promised to keep weeding those crops, we were allowed to plant a ro
of flowers, too. | remember marigolds, bachelor buttons, and anemones as some of m
favorites.

Grandma had asparagus and rhubarb patches, which came up every year and were
kept picked so they would not go to seed. Mom made strawberry and rhubarb pies, while
Grandma used rhubarb along with wintergreen in her wintergreen and rhubarb stomach
remedy. Early in the summer, we ate the Bibb lettuce with sugar rolled up inside it. We
also had the beet greens, cucumbers, carrots, radishes, and new potatoes. We picked anc
ate the wild strawberries that grew by the “big creek™ as well as blackberries and
raspberries that grew over in the woods.

Toward the end of the season, we started picking both kinds of beans, the corn
and the pumpkins. The cabbage heads had been tied with string in the middle of the
summer when they were heading out. As soon as they were big enough, the heads were
cut from their roots.




Rita
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Garth Venley McGregor

Garth V. Mtcnw
of Maine, N.Y.

Garth V. McGregor, 83, of Maine,
N.Y. passed away a{ Ideal Living
Center, Eadicott, Saturday, September
9, 1995 at 7:30 a.m. He is survived
his wife of 61 yuu. Mu am

m& and son-in-law Mary Loa
ise and Larry Glave, Weir, Tx.,
Amne and Paul Reitz, Barton,

N.Y., Martha and Thomas Dumas,
Conhnd N.Y., Rita Stanley, Maine,
and John Clossner, Glens

NY. I'h&
Falls, N.Y., Carol Palermo, Marietta,
Ga.; two sons and daughters-in-law,
David Garth and Ju y McGregor,
Endicont, Robert John and Pat
gor, Tuily. N.Y.; 16 grandchildren;
seven gnndchldm. two brothers
and sisters-in-law, Dane and Ruth
M , Warren and Betty McGre-
gov, all of Maine, N.Y; several nieces,
and cousins, A member of the
Most Holy Rosary Church, Maine,
N.Y. where he served as Lector,
Trustee and Eucharistic Minister. A
charter member and and
treasurer of Maine Kiwanis Club,
Fomm partner of V.C. McGregor &
Farm of Maine, N.Y. A
gudute of Cornell University and a
member of Alpha Zeta fraternity. A
member of the Shirts and Skirts, and

MWMWTM

at 9:15 a.m. at the Allen Menotiai

fi
- at Most Ho{{ Rosary Church. Burial

will be in Maine Cemetery, Maine,
N.Y. The family will receive friends at
lhe Allen Mcmoml Home Mo-day 24

of sym-

gth& in his mc may be made o the

W Barrel at Moﬂ Holy Rosary

Church or the Town of Maine Fire
Department, N

May 16, 1912
Maine
New York

Feb. 1, 1910
Endicott
New York

Sep. 9, 1995
Endicott
New York

Feb. 9, 1998
Maine
New York

Find A Grave
Memorial # 78448636

Find A Grave
Memorial# 78448649

Margaret Helen Murphy McGregor

Margaret 1L (Mnrphg) McGregor
of Maine,

Margaret H. (Murphy) McGregor,
88, of Maine. N.Y. died at Wilson
Memorial Hospatal after a brief illness
on Monday, February 9, 1998, Prede-
ceased by her hushand, Garth V.
McGregor in 1995, Survived by six
daoghters and five sons-in-law, Mary
Louise and Larry Glave, Weir, Tex.,
Margaret Anne and Paul Reitz, Barton,
N.Y., Martha and Tom Dumas, Cort-
land. N.Y.. Rita Stanley, Maine, N.Y..
Phyllis and John Closson, Glens Falls,
N.Y., Carol and Timothy Squibb, Blue
Ridge, Ga.: two sons and day um -in-
faw, David Garth and Judy McG
Maine, N.Y., Robert John :md at
McGregor, hnquny -Varina, N.C.: sev-
eral grandchildren and grear grandchil-
dren; one sister, Harriet Kelly, Bing- |
hamton, N.Y.: several nicces and
pephews. She was o member of Most
Holy Rosary Church, Maine, a retired
English teacher at Maine-Endwell
Schools, @ member of the Shirt and
Skirts and Shuffling Shoes Square
Dance Clubs, an active bridge ;aaycr.
She enjoyed participating in the
Lyceam programs at Binghamton Uni-
versity.

Funeral services will be held Thurs-
day 9:15 a.m. from the Allen Memorial
Home, 511-513 E. Main St., Endicott
and ot 10 am, from Most Holy Rosary
Chorch where a Funeral Mass will be
offered. Burial will be in Maine
Cemetery, Maine, N.Y. The family will
receive friends at the memonial home
Wednesday 2tod and 7 10 9 p.m.
Expressions of sympathy in Margaret’s
memory may be made to the Chow
Barrel at Most Holy Rosary Church.
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The Homestead




Homestead Built Circa 1854
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Grey Osterud;
Putting the Barn Before the
House, Women and Family
Farmung in Early Twentieth-
Century New York,
Cornell University Press,
2012,
ISBN 978-0-8014-5028-0
Pages 126 -132

Excerpts pp. 126 & 127
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Stepping Back to Make Room for “Her Boys"

Gender relations in the McGregor family exemplify the shifts that occurred
as a family enlarged its farm operation and became an intergenerational
partnership. Clara Durfee McGregor, who had grown up on a small farm in
the Nanticoke Valley, worked closely with her husband, Venley, during the
decade before they had childeen. Married in 1901 when both were twenty-
one, they started out with a diversified farm on a relatively small plot of
land near Mainc village. They had a market garden and dairy herd as well
as a poultry flock, and they peddied their produce in Endicott and nearby
towns. Then they specialized in poultry, raising their own hens, selling eggs
wholesale, and breeding chicks to supply women with barnyard flocks, The
McGregors were recognized as progressive farmers both regionally and na-
tionally. Venley was chosen a Master Farmer in 1934; the next year they
went to Washington, D.C., for the award ceremony at the White House.
Clara noted in her diary that she was “very proud and happy to be part of
it” when she and other wives of Master Farmers had dinner with Eleanor
Roosevelt at Cornell in February 1937, Venley emphasized the familial char
acter of their enterprise when he was interviewed by the American Agricul-
turist: “Whatever success we have had looks small to us compared to the joy
of having our boys come back and go into business with us™

When I interviewed two of the McGregors' sons and their wives about
Clara’s role on the farm, her sons saw the situation rather differently than
her daughters-in-law did.” The openness with which they debated the mat-
ter was equally striking. The middle son, Dane, declared that having chil-
dren “was the big want of her life” before she took in her orphaned niece
and then had three sons of her own.* Margaret, who had married Dane’s
clder brother, Garth, said that *It was *her men’ that she talked about—her
three boys and the father—‘the men,’ ‘my men,’ you know.” Ruth, Dane's
wife, agreed that Clara always spoke of what “the men™ wanted, needed,
or would like; she “would do anything for her ‘boys.'™ When 1 asked them
to describe Clara’s work, Dane began, “She helped some with the chores
and with the chickens, bur primarily she was a housewife and mother™ |
then inquired what specific farm tasks she performed because 1 knew that
some women who worked alongside their husbands outdoors nearly every
day were described by the menfolk as “helping” them. He replied, *Well, |
remember her going out, when we had chickens on range, going out and
watering the chickens, feeding them, and so on, before we got big enough

Grey Osterud; Putting the Barn Before the House, Women

and Family Farming in Early Twentieth-Century New York,

INTERGENERATIONAL AND MARITAL FPARTNERSMIPS

o e

Figore 7. McGregor family, Malne, New York, ca, 1934, Seated in center: Clara Durfee
McGregor and Vealey McGregor. Standing behind {left 1o right): Wareen McGregor,
Koth Tibbens, Margarer Marphy McGregoe, bee hushand Garth McGregor, Ruth Reese
McGregor, her hunband Dane McGregor. Seated in front: theee McGregoe grandchildren,
Phosographer unknown. (Courtesy of the Nanticoke Valley Historical Society.)

that the men were doing it. She worked with the baby chicks some, when
the hasches came off, and helped clean up and so forth, As we got bigger, she
didn't do any of the work outside.” That is, when the farm expanded and
the boys matured, she stopped working ootdoors. Ruth then added tactfully,
“1 think your mother did work hard, worked right along with vour father
before any children came.” Dane conceded that “from what I've heard, I'm
sure she did.” Later, when her sons were in high school, she again “belped
out™ mare. Margaret concurred that Clara was integrally involved in the
poultry operation before the children were born and when they were young.
Later “she did a lot of the secretarial wock.... She didn’t keep the books, but
when they'd have baby chick orders come in she would type the letters, She
enjoyed that, and did a really good job of it.”

Her sons perceived Clara as relatively uninvolved in the operation be-
cause she did not tend the incubators and brooders, as the men did, or




V. C. McGregor & Sons
Breeders of Heavy Laying Strain

Single Comb White Leghoms

Maine, New York

E have been breeding Single Comb White Leghorns exclusively for
the last twenty vears, and for the last ten vears all the new stock used
has been pedigree cockerels direct from Cornell, until last year we
parchased cockerels from Prof. Jamms E. Rice from his best traprested pens,

direct descendants of his over 300 egg hens and layers of large chalk-white eggs

weighing 26 to 28 oz, to the dozen. X

Pen 1: Qur breeding bens are all from 2 to 3 vears old and have been
selected by us and Cornell experts for large size, late moulting and heavy egy
production, and are mated with large vigotous cockerels from pedigree birds,

Pen 2: Early hatched large vigorous pullets, duughters of pedigree
cockorels, and mated to cock birds making this season’s chicks carry 78 per
cent, blood of whar we consider the best pens in New York State.

We sell no chicks except from our own stock, and usc an up-to-date
Mammoth Newtown incubator

It pays to buy where you can look over the stock and know the breed-
ing back of your chicks. Visitors welcome,

Our price is $22 per hundred or $210 per thousand up to April 18, then
drop 31 per hundred each week till they reach $15 per hundred,

We are located on the Endicott-Whitney Point highway 2 mile north
of .\(aix'.c.

We have for sale 12 Cyphers and Buffalo incubators all in good con-
dition. No business transacted on Sunday,

Order early to be sure you get them when vou want them. We aim to

please youq.

Sincerely yours,

V. C. McGregor & Sons.
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Today

Garth and Margaret’s Home
5 Nanticoke Road

Built 1936
Garth scooping out basement with assist of horses.
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The Farm




Long Hen House

“Homestead” ca. 1860

Above;
White

Longhorns
Right;
Carrying
Buckets of
Eggs




Workers on McGregor Farm
Dane, Warren, Lena Cornell, Charlotte Cornell Rose,
Garth, Robert Fenton, Clara, V.C., Mr. Van Slyke

Lena Cornell packing eggs in “cellar” of
building behind “Homestead”.

Workees on MeGre

Dam Mc mn M e Grggor, Lco?:(f'urrll Char lstte Cornell Rone,

Garth MCGr Ferton, mhc(my« V.C. MeGager, b, YanShyke




Dane Herbert McGregor

May 19, 1914 Maine
Apr. 17, 2010 Newark Licking County Ohio
Find A Grave Memorial# 78448691

1940; Dane and son Stan

“In 1907, James McGregor started a poultry
business with 200 hens. His son, Venley,
expanded the operation to 1,000 hens in
1914 with the help of his wife, Clara Durfee
McGregor. Later, Venley’s sons - Garth,
Dane and Warren — became a part of the
family business. The business included the
sale of eggs and chicks to other farms; they
also sold dressed chickens. As the sons got
older and became more involved, business
continued to grow. Women were hired to
candle-wash and grade the eggs. They also
tended the incubator and brooders. Dane
McGregor is pictured in this 1940
photograph with his son Stan.”

Images of America Maine and the
Nanticoke Valley, 2012




“Dane McGregor in 1940. The McGregor business included the sale of

eggs and chicks to other farms; they also sold dressed chickens. As the
sons got older and became more involved, business continued to grow.
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In today’s terminology the chickens were “free range” and they returned
to the coops at night. The town park property was part of the McGregor
farm and it was where many coops where found.




Dane Herbert McGregor
May 19, 1914 — April 17, 2010

Ruth Eudora Young McGregor
29 Oct 1918 Pennsylvania, USA
13 Dec 2006 Johnson City,
Maine Cemetery
MEMORIAL ID 78448704

Children - 4
Nancy, Venley Glenn and Stanley

Stanley Dane McGregor
11 Nov 1938 Endicott
20 Nov 2002
Midland City Cemetery Michigan
MEMORIAL ID 119837838
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Family Tree of Dane and Ruth McGregor

Dane's parents: Venley Chauncey and Clara Durfee McGregor both deceased
2 brothers: Garth and (Margaret) McGregor — both deceased
8 children: Mary Lou, Margaret, Martha, David, Rita, Phyllis, Robert, Carol
Warren (precdeceased) and Elizabeth (Betty) McGregor
3 children: Jim (deceased), Brenda, Linda

Ruth's parents: Coburn and Viola Young both deceased
2 brothers: Nathan and (Barbara Jean) Young - both deceased
4 children; Roben (deceased), Judy, Betty Jane, Tom (deceased)
Donald and Charlotte Young Donald and Chris Young
3 children: Andrew, Deborah, Donald 2 Daughters: Emily, Jennifer
1 sister: Hilda and (Jim) Chilton - both deceased
4 children: Ruth, Sarah, Jim, Mary

Daughter: Nancy McGregor Bittinger and husband Olen

Grandson: William Tereshko and wife Lynne
Great-grandsons: Justin, Brandon
Great-granddaughter: Kelli

Granddaughter: Cathy Dobrzanski and husband Rich
Great-grandson: Josaph
Great-granddaughter: Clare

Stanley McGregor (deceased 2002) and Barbara McGregor

Grandson: Dane McGregor and wife Beth Rubin
Great-granddaughters: Elinor, Jordan

Granddaughter: Lea Anne McGregor and husband Kurt Von Koss
Great-grandsons: Casay, Lewis, Christopher, Luke

Venley McGregor and wife Kathy

Grandson: Venley McGregor Jr.
Granddaughter: Jennifer Isaacs and husband Vince
Great-granddaughters: Gabrielle, Michaela

Gilenn McGregor and wife Diane

Grandson: Matthew McGregor and wife Cara
Great-grandsons: Cullen, Owen
Granddaughter: Tanya Cepek and husband David
Great-granddaughters: Emma, Molly 71




“This 1927 images shows the Dairyman’s League Cooperative Association’s Maine plant.
The milk-processing plant was on the northeast side of Maine Street in Maine Village. In
1934, the V.C. McGregor and Sons Company bought the plant to house their egg and
poultry business. It burned down in February 14, 1964. “ Images of America Maine and

the Nanticoke Valley, 2012 Three story ice house, ice was harvested from pond beh%\d
mill.




Dairyman’s League Cooperative Association’s Maine plant before 1964 when it burned
down along with 5000 hens.










Barn Fires

1. “The barn behind the homestead was destroyed by fire when Mary Lou, Stan, Nancy
playing with matches. Garth rescued them but the barn was destroyed. Daddy it
was just 1 match — we’re going to have a hot dog roast.”

2. Chicken coops behind barn — renters children started — another renter had goats in
coops.

3. Homestead fire — Ruth threw pillow over the furnace pipe Sunday before family
went to church. Venley put fire out with hose from cellar charred areas noted when
re- modeling, - could see from cellar up to attic. VC used hose to put fire out

4. Creamery fire see slide number 61
Tornadoes:

“There was a cyclone in 1929 that carried McGregor’s poultry laying house 500 feet
without hurting a bird.” SW p. 69



5,000 CHICKENS DESTROYED

$25,000 Fire Rips

McGregor Egg Outlet |

By WILL VAILE

About £25,000 worth of build-
ings and 5.000 chickens went
up in flames. early this morn-
ing in a fire which leveled
the V. C. McGregor & Sons
wholesale egg building in
Maine.

Warren McGregor of Glen
Aubrey Road, one of the three
brothers who own the busi-
ness said today he estimated
it would cost at least $25,000
to replace the building and
the birds.

He added that about 5 tons
of feed and several pieces of
farm machinery were also
lost, including an electric
hoist, plows and a mowing
machine. He said he was in-
sured,

e fire began at about
midnight, according to Wesley

Tyler, assistant chief of the
Maine Fire Department.

THE FLAMES were appar-
ently seen by an unidentified
pair of volunteer firemen who
proceeded to the station.

Before they arrived, how-
ever, the alarm was sounded.

It has not yet been deter-

mined who actually called in
the original alarm.

Mr., Tyler said that the
cause of the fire has not vet
been pinpointed. The fire
might have originated in the
rear left portion of the wood
and concrete block building,
he said.

Late this morning a crew of
firemen was still at the scene

handling the mop-up operation.

_The assistant chief said that
firemen were rather appre-

hensive at one point during |

the fire fight about a service
station ad)acent to the burn-
ing building and another gas

station almost directly across |

the street,

The heat from the flaning
structure was <o ‘Intense that
some windows of Dunham's
Sunoco Service Station and
Supplies, next to the Me-
Gregor building, shattered.

THERE WAS ALSO sume
water damage to the adja-
cent service station roof, ap-
porently caused by another
water screen put up by fire-
men.

Mr. Tyler added that it was
“a good thing" that the serv-
ic2 station had just had its
gaoline tanks refilled.

“Filled tanks don't explode,
empty ones do,” he said.
“There's no fumes to explode

| in a full tank.”

The service station across |
the street apparently was not |
affected by the nearby fire.

The assistant chief said that
another McGregor chicken
house at the rear of the main
building was slightly scorched
around the eaves from the
heat waves, but otherwise was
apparently not d_amaged.

Mr. Tyler said that three
other area fire departments
were called in to assist under
the mutual aid system. They
were the East Maine, Glen |
Aubrey and Union Center fire |

He added that the -Maine |
fire chief, Leonard Bullock,
was on his way to a traffic
accident call in Route 26 In
the hamlet of Maine less than |
a mile from the fire when the |
alarm came in.

An injured driver was later
taken from the traffic accident
to Wilson Memorial Hospital
by West Endicott Fire Depart-
ment ambulance.

Mr. McGregor said that the
{amily firm has been in busi-
pness for about 35 years, sup-
plying various hotels, diners
and grocers with fresh eggs.

The family bought the
Maine building in 1934. 1t used
to be the old Dairymen’s
League plant.

He emphasized today that
the wholesale egg route “will
continue as usual. We have
plenty of eggs,” he said.

The other two owners are
Dane and Garth McGregor,

- deaprtments.

| also of Glen Aubrey Ro&d.
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Farm — Four story chicken house...Built in 1949 — torn down in 1970
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Long hen house 15’ x 200

VA

82



The farm sits in a small valley and our land ran from the top of the hill on the
west side of the valley across the valley floor to the creek on the east side of the valley.
There were two creeks — one on each side of the valley floor and we were blessed with
abundant potable water about 10 to 12 feet underground.

My Dad and Uncles found it fitting that a neighbor down the road adjacent to the
farm’s southern border didn’t believe that a well 12 feet deep was reliable so he had a
commercial well drilled 80 feet deep that turned out to be a sulfur well.

While I was growing up I was lucky to watch; and then as 1 grew older to help,
drill several wells for the new buildings that we built on the farm. Uncle Warren would
make a drill bit out of a 2 inch pipe by making several cuts at 90 degree angles about an
inch and a half down on one end of the pipe. He then would pound the four pieces
together into a point, welding the gaps to make a solid point. Holes were drilled into the
sides of that pipe to let the water in. Because the water was so predictable and abundant

we could “drive” a well wherever it was needed and convenient. Therefore it was put in
the corner of the buildings where an area was boxed out, and no concrete was poured.

To drive the pipe into the ground we would use the civil war cannon ball that
Uncle Warren had. It was solid iron or steel and I recall it weighed about 80 pounds.
There was a big ring welded on the top and a steel bar about three feet long welded on the
other end. This was used as the weight to drive the pipe into the ground. It was attached
to the thickest rope we had on the farm and run through the biggest pulley — an older
pulley that had a wooden pulley wheel and a cast iron frame.




Pulling the cannon ball up in the air by hand was hard considering the weight, so
that was where the tractor came in but not to pull the cannonball as you might first
picture. Instead, the mower was attached to the three-point hitch and the power take-off,
The tractor was parked close to the well to be drilled, with the power take-off engaged.

The rope was then looped several times loosely around the shaft running from the
power take-off to the mower. To lift the cannon ball you would pull on the loose end of
the rope, which would tighten the rope around the spinning shaft, causing the shaft and
rope to pull and raise the cannon ball and steel bar about 2 and half feet of the three feet
of pipe being driven into the ground. Letting go of the rope allowed it to loosen around
the shaft and the cannonball would drop on the well pipe. As you might guess, the pipe
would drive quite a distance at first but it slowed as it went deeper into the ground and
several lengths of pipe were added.

[ think we would drive the pipe down to the depth where we normally hit water
and then drive a few feet more to insure the well would not run dry in a dry spell.

When we had finished driving the pipe we would have to prime the well. | recall
taking barrels of water out to the “new henhouse™ on the tractor and wagon to prime that
well. The hand/pitcher pump was screwed to the top of well pipe. Water was then poured
into the hand pump which would run down into the pipe to fill it with water and then the
hand pump would be able to create a vacuum and start pumping water out of the ground
as you pumped the handle up and down. Repeatedly!

I recall in addition to drilling wells for the egg room and the hen houses, we also
drilled a well for Dad and Mom'’s house. Originally they ran a pipe from Grandpa and
Grandma’s house over to Mom and Dad’s house. The pipe eventually failed, and since
we used shallow well pumps, the logical place for Mom and Dad’s new well was in the
basement. This challenge was overcome by attaching the pulley to the floor joists and
running the rope out through the cellar window, out to the tractor and mower in the front
yard.

There you have it — a Civil War cannon ball and a lot of that farm attitude -
there’s a job that needs to be done and we can do anything if we set our mind to it.

Bob McGregor




Poultry farmers in a sq

By ELLEN PERLMUTTER

Eggs may still be in supermarkets &

the fall, but they will be selling for
chicken feed — and that is not cheap.
' In fact, chicken feed has risen from
$30 a ton to $130-$140 a ton in the last
few months, say pogliry farmers and
cooperative extension agents,

Since President Richard M. Nixon
announced a 60-day {reeze on com-
sumer prices June 13, pouitry and egg
producers have been stuck in the
middle.

Egg prices In ston(s are frozen, bul
feed prices are not,

The egg producess can charge what
they want for their products, bet the
stores will pot pay higher prices then
they have been paying, said Timothy
D. McEnroe, a spokesman for the Na-

tlonal Assoclation of Food Chains,

Oae farmer who has felt the pinch is
Garth McGregor, a Town of Maine
poultry producer.

Mr. McGregoe and his brother Dane
own and cperate the V. C, McGregor
and Sons Poultry Farm ca Roule 26
Their grandfather started the farm in
the late 1800 and their father operated
it before them.

Garth McGregor sald poultry farme
ers have mot been making moacey.

“We're still hanging onto cur birds,"
he sid, “but we sold off a flock be-
cause they were not producing
cnough.”

_Although no poultry farmers in
Broome County have been koown fo
drown chickens, hatchery workmen
across (be sauth have been smothering

/

-

lhenr nocls because of the soaring
feed grain prices and the 60-day retail
price freeze,

Industry :pokesmel feared the cut-
backs in production will lead to higher
prices and perhaps shortages of eggs
and chickens.

A halchery workmas from Georgia
said the day-old chicks cost W0 cents
cach to kill, while it would cost twice
that amount if they were destroyed af-
ter four weeks, -

The McGregor farm is one of a dox-
en pmitry farms in Broome County,
said Clarence H. Padgham, a Broome

County Cooperative Extension agent.

Ten years ago there were about 40

- paultry farms in Broome County.

‘“The number of birds on the !mns-
have been cut in half,"" Mr, Padgham -

said, ""There's no money ln it I
haven't heard of anybody*golng out of

business,\bat 1 haven't beard of any-

body going into it."
Mr, McGregor said thal in his 4

“years of poultry farming this is lhe ,

worst situation be remembers,

~'It's never been this bad, I! the gov-
crmment lets the prices of eggs rise
compared Lo the feed prices, maybe it
will get better.”

Mr. McGregor says he 5 losing 4 to

& cents on a dozen eggs. “'The extra
money we get for eggs now goes for
feed,™

Mr. Padgham, the coopenlive ex-
tension agent, said the egg production
indastry's problems were compounded
this year becavse efg production was
down 4 to 6 per cent last year,
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Bible Study Group in the 1940’s - taught by Venley



