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 Family history –McGregor’s, Chauncey’s , Durfee’s and Murphy’s. 

 

•  How and when  we got to Maine.  p. 7 -21 

•  Before  chickens what? P. 33 

•  How we got into chicken business, why we left the business    

  (economics of feed price vs. eggs) p. 33, 82 

 

Stories associated with McGregor Family. 

                 The McGregor’s     

•    James B. Sr. p. 23 

•  Venley and Clara p. 34 - 41 

•  Garth and  Margaret p. 42 - 50 

•  McGregor Avenue p. 31 

•  The Homestead p. 55 - 56, 32 

•    “The Barn Before the House” including roles of males and    

  females in the family. p. 57 - 58 

•  White Leghorns,  why them ! p. 59 

•              The Farm p. 32, 60 -  66 

•              Dane McGregor 67 -70  

•   Save the big tree p. 80 

•   The big chicken fire!  p. 76 - 78 

•               Drilling wells on the farm. p. 83-84 

•               The Big Squeeze p. 85 

•               The Church Bible Study Group  with names. p. 86 - 87 

•   Q.  Where is the farm now?   A. Town Park, Highway garage, Historical Society building,  

  the triangle (where the school is), Rented farm land (pumpkins and corn). p. 4,31 
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  Dane,                Garth,              Warren 
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The Homestead,  Venley and Clara’s Dane/Venley,  2746 Route 26 

Warren,  2715 Route 26 Garth and Margaret’s,  5 Nanticoke Rd. 
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13 Nanticoke Road 

Dayton, Kenyon, McGregor House  in 1900 

Dane’s family lived here 
until they finished their 
home across  the street.   
13 Nanticoke was rented   
to workers until it was    
sold to the historical society  
4.29.1976 



6 Margaret, Garth, Ruth, Dane, Betty, Warren  McGregor 



 
McGregor 
Chauncey 

Durfee 
Murphy 

  
  
  

Porter 
Crane 
Peck 
Swift 

Bowker 
Crocker 

McCarthy 
Rickey 
Squires 
Butler 
Hurley 
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             John Durfee   

 

        6.16.1762—10.10.1843   

m. Mary Peck 12.28.1786 in Dalton NY 

   

12 Children 

 

John Durfee arrived in Maine from CT  

in 1800 

Served in Revolutionary War in Col. 

Ely’s Regiment** 

Ran a sawmill 

 

 

 

** 

  John Ely of Connecticut served as a captain with the 6th Connecticut 

Regiment from May to December 1775 and as colonel of a Connecticut 
militia regiment in 1777. He was taken prisoner on Long Island in 

December 1777 and not exchanged until December 1780. “ 
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-04-02-0313 
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Marsden 

9 

 
 

 
 

See slide 12 

Durfee 
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Amsa Durfee 
BIRTH 1806 
DEATH 9 Jun 1886 
BURIAL Maine Cemetery  Maine   
MEMORIAL ID 77257201 

Hannah Durfee 
BIRTH 1812 
DEATH 2 May 1868 



Marsden 
Durfee 

Maine Howard Post 474 GAR taken 1890 

Russell 
Fernando 
Chauncey 

11 



Marsden Altona Durfee 
Feb. 17, 1843—Mar. 4, 1915  

m. 10.6.1867 
Rose A. Bowker His Wife 

Rosalia Augusta Bowker Durfee 
1846 – 3.28.1910 
Maine Cemetery;  

       Find A Grave Memorial          
# 22792470, #22792489 

,  
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George Julius Durfee 
  9 Sep 1872 Maine,  New York  

  31 Mar 1958 Endicott,  New York  
BURIAL Maine Cemetery   

MEMORIAL ID # 22792530 
Martha Brown Durfee 

  1875 - 1909 
# 22792655 

Herbert Marsden Durfee 
 16 May 1875  -  1964   

BURIAL Maine Cemetery , Maine  
MEMORIAL ID 22792549 

Cora Eldred Durfee 
1872 – 9.29.1929 

# 22792624 

Farmers and Relatives who had farms north and south  

of the McGregor farm  see slide 7 & 31 

Ellis W. Payne 
  23 Oct 1902  -  1976   

BURIAL Maine Cemetery    
MEMORIAL ID 22792583 

Mildred Durfee Payne 
 10 Jun 1901  -  1962   

  MEMORIAL ID 22792606 
 



School House—Across From Maine American Legion.   
Clara Durfee McGregor; tallest back row 

The school was moved across the street and is part of Sylvia Ward’s house.  
Garth, Dane and Warren went to the Bowers Corners School House Grades 1-8, 

Union-Endicott High School grades 9-12 
Garth graduated from Cornell University 14 

Clara Eloise Durfee McGregor 



Chauncey Family of East Maine 
 

Russell Levander Chauncey   
b. 11.18.1810 

 arrives East Maine 1832 
m. Aurelia L. Crane  

b.10.17.1807 
Farmer, Blacksmith, Sawmill 
Operator on Bradley Creek 

8 Children  
 

Israel Chauncey  
b.4.27.1821 

Settled East Maine 1854 
m. Charlotte Leadbetter 1826 

5 Children  
 

Parents: 
 Russell Rawson Chauncey b. 1775 

m. 1802 Mable Porter b. 1779 
15 Children 
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Chauncey Family Arrives 
  

 
 

Charles Chauncey 
1592- 1671 
 He left England in 1637 and arrived in 
  Plymouth, MA. 
 He was a practicing physician as well as
  minister.  
In 1654 he was offered the position as the
  second President of Harvard.  
All six of his sons were ministers and 
 graduates of Harvard. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 16733651 

Catherine Eyre Chaunce 
1604- 1667 
She was the wife of Charles 
 Chauncey, minister, 
 physician, and second 
 President of Harvard.     
She was the mother of nine 
 children.        
All six of her sons became 
 minsters.                        
She immigrated with her husband 
 to America in 1637. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 16733799 
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   Russell Levander Chauncey was the son of Russell Rawson Graham Estabrook Chauncey  
and Mehitable (Mabel) Porter. He married Aurelia Louisa Crane. 
   Russell R.G.E. Chauncey left the Shaker colony near the Massachusetts / New York border 
 in New Lebanon shortly after 1800. He moved to a an area near the village of Cooperstown in 
Otsego County. 
   Two of Mr. Chauncey's children moved to the Southern Tier area. Russell Levander Chauncey and 
his younger brother Israel Chauncey. Russell was among the first settlers of East Maine, and Israel 
was among the first settlers of Oak Hill.  
   "Chauncey's Hollow", an area known to local residents of East Maine was named after Russell L. 
Chauncey. 
    Russell Levander and Aurelia L (Crane) Chauncey had at least eight known children. After the 
death of Russell's wife Aurelia, Russell married a woman named Mary (her maiden name or former 
married name is unknown). He was 70 and she was 60 when they married so there were no children 
of the union. 

 

Russell Levander Chauncey 

B: Nov. 18, 1810 
Ghent 

Columbia County, NY 
 D: May 7, 1893 
Chenango, NY 

Spouses: 
  Aurelia Louisa Emeline Crane Chauncey (1807 - 1873) 

  Mary B. Chauncey (____ - 1895)  
Find A Grave Memorial# 58008764 

East Maine Cemetery 
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Russell Fernando Chauncey 

B:Feb. 14, 1844 
East Maine, NY 
D:Jan. 18, 1917 

Johnson City, NY 
Russell Fernando Chauncey was the son of 

Russell Levander Chauncey and Aurelia Crane.   
CIVIL WAR- Enlisted August 12, 1862, Company 
E, 50th NY Engineers, Army Potomac, served to 

end of war 
Occupation: Farmer, Blacksmith  

Russell married Louisa Russell (daughter of 
Oliver Russell and Esther Van Etten Broas and 

had six children. 
East Maine Cemetery  

Find A Grave Memorial# 58008501 



19 

The Murphy’s 
 
     Margaret Murphy (Garth’s wife) stated that her ancestors came here from Ireland when 
the potato famine hit Ireland.  [“The Great Famine or the Great Hunger was a period of mass starvation, 

disease, and emigration in Ireland between 1845 and 1852. The Irish famine of 1879 was the last main Irish  famine.  
Unlike the earlier famines,  the 1879 famine  caused hunger rather than mass deaths, due to changes in the 
technology of food production, different structures of land-holding … , income from Irish emigrants abroad which 
was sent to relatives back in Ireland, and in particular a prompt response of the British  government.” ] 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Famine_(1879) 

     They settled in the Little Meadows, PA Irish settlement, moving later to Endicott where 
employment opportunities where greater.  Her father was a carpenter and helped build St. 
Ambrose Church along with many EJ  houses.   They lived on McKinley Ave in Endicott.  She 
had five siblings; Ambrose  who died in due to complications of Chicken Pox and Shingles 
and married to Mary Eulalia Butler Murphy 1906 – 1930 see next slide, Tom, Winifred, 
Harriet and Mary.  
  Margaret Helen Murphy 1910 – 1998 
                      m. Garth Venley McGregor  1912 – 1995 
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Descendants of Thomas Murphy 
 

1) Ellen McCarthy Murphy 1821- 1906  
        m. Thomas 1820 -1880 
   2) John Joseph Murphy 1850 – 1929 
        m. Harriet L. Rickey  1848 - 1923 
      3) John Francis Murphy 1882 – 1940 
          4) John Ambrose Murphy 1878 – 1926 
              m. Mary Eulalia Butler Murphy 
 1906 – 1930 
          4) Margaret Helen Murphy 1910 – 1998 
                 m. Garth Venley McGregor                
   1912 – 1995 
 
 

Murphy Family 
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1906 - 1930 
m. John Ambrose Murphy 1878 – 1926 



Calvary Cememtry 
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Calvary Cemetery 
Johnson City 

Find A Grave Memorial     
# 85623865 



23 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nybroome/brmvc/brmvcm.htm 
 

CEMETERY READING OF MAINE VILLAGE CEMETERY, 
MAINE, BROOME COUNTY, NY  

By Deborah J. Barnes (updated 1999) 



James Benjamin McGregor Family 
 

Left to Right 
Mabel McGregor Wiswell 

Rosepha Chauncey McGregor 
Rob Roy 

James B. Jr. 
James B. Sr. 

Venley Chauncey 
Sepha McGregor Tymeson (not included) 
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James Benjamin McGregor 1843—1923 
 

Residence Maine NY; an 18 year-old Blacksmith. 

Enlisted on 8/26/1861 at Maine, NY as a Private. 

On 9/7/1861 he mustered into "C" Co. NY 50th Engineers 

He was Mustered Out on 9/20/1864 at Elmira, NY 

Promotions: * Artificer 

Intra Regimental Company Transfers: * 11/1/1861 from company C to company E 

He was described at enlistment as: 

5' 7", light complexion, blue eyes, black hair 

Other Information: 

born in Jersey City, NJ 

Sources used by Historical Data Systems, Inc.: 

- New York: Report of the Adjutant-General 

- Research by R. Ross Houston 

(c) Historical Data Systems, Inc. @ www.civilwardata.com 

 He was pensioned, awarded April 26, 1875. His widow, Rosepha C. McGregor received the pension the 5th of Jan or Jun 1923. 

He was born July 15, 1843; enlisted in Maine, Broome, NY; parents James and Jeanette Richardson, discharged Sept 20, 1864 at 

expiration of term of service 

Source: New York, Town Clerks' Registers of Men Who Served in the Civil War, ca 1861-1865 

 

                                               Born: Jul. 15, 1843, Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey, USA  

         Died: Feb. 

18, 1923, Maine, Broome County,New York, USA  
 

                                                                                     Spouse: 

                                               Rosepha ClarindaChauncey(1849 - 1935) 

 

                                                                                 Children: 

                                                              Rob Roy McGregor (1878 - 1943) 

                                                       Venley Chauncey McGregor (1880 - 1955) 

                                                      Mabel A.McGregor(1881 - 1956) 

                                                   Sepha JeanetteMcGregor(1888 - 1965)  

                             

         

    Burial:  Maine Cemetery,  Find A Grave Memorial# 70296459  

 

 
  

James Benjamin McGregor 1843—1923 
Residence Maine NY; an 18 year-old Blacksmith. 

Enlisted on 8/26/1861 at Maine, NY as a Private. 

On 9/7/1861 he mustered into "C" Co. NY 50th Engineers 

He was Mustered Out on 9/20/1864 at Elmira, NY 

Promotions: * Artificer 

Intra Regimental Company Transfers: * 11/1/1861 from company C to company E 

He was described at enlistment as: 

5' 7", light complexion, blue eyes, black hair 

Other Information: 

born in Jersey City, NJ 

Sources used by Historical Data Systems, Inc.: 

- New York: Report of the Adjutant-General 

- Research by R. Ross Houston 

(c) Historical Data Systems, Inc. @ www.civilwardata.com 

 He was pensioned, awarded April 26, 1875.  

His widow, Rosepha C. McGregor received the pension the 5th of Jan or Jun 1923. 

He was born July 15, 1843; enlisted in Maine, Broome, NY; parents James and Jeanette Richardson, discharged Sept 20, 

1864 at expiration of term of service 

Source: New York, Town Clerks' Registers of Men Who Served in the Civil War, ca 1861-1865 

                                                Born: Jul. 15, 1843, Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey, USA     

            Died: Feb. 18, 1923, Maine, Broome County, New York, USA  

                                                                              Spouse: 

                                                                    Rosepha Clarinda Chauncey McGregor (1849 - 1935) 
                                                                                                      Children(5) 
                                                                                   Rob Roy McGregor (1878 - 1943) 
                                                                           Venley Chauncey McGregor (1880 - 1955) 
                                                                           Mabel A. McGregor Wiswell (1881 - 1956)  

               James Richardson   (1885 – 1924) 
                                                                       Sepha Jeanette McGregor Tymeson (1888 - 1965) 26 
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Jennette McGregor 

- 
Mother of James B. 
parents James and 

Jeanette Richardson 
 

 BIRTH 1816 
DEATH 7 Mar 1857 

BURIAL Maine 
Cemetery Maine, Broome 

County, New York, USA 
MEMORIAL ID 78672435 



Jul. 15, 1843 
Jersey City 

Hudson County 
New Jersey, USA 

Feb. 18, 1923 
Maine 

Broome County 
New York, USA 

Maine Cemetery 
Find A Grave Memorial# 70296459 

 
 

James Benjamin McGregor 
Rosepha Clarinda Chauncey McGregor 

Find A Grave Memorial# 70296474 

Jan. 23, 1849 
East Maine 

Broome County 
New York, USA 

Nov. 4, 1935 
Maine 

Broome County 
New York, USA 

Parents: 

  Russell Levander Chauncey (1810 - 1893) 

  Aurelia Louisa Emeline Crane Chauncey (1807 - 1873) 

Siblings: 
  Infant Chauncey (____ - 1851) 

  Joseph Whiting Chauncey (1833 - 1872) 

  Jane S. Chauncey Updegrove (1836 - 1889) 

  Bessie A. Chauncey Russell (1839 - 1898) 

  Russell Fernando Chauncey (1844 - 1917) 

  Louisa Aurelia Chauncey Johnson (1846 - 1916) 
    

28 
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“Myra Dudley (left) and Mabel 
McGregor were good friends and 
neighbors who grew up on 
McGregor Avenue.  Here, they take 
time for a visit while they knit.  
Myra was the daughter of Dr. 
Dudley, and Mabel was the 
daughter of James McGregor, a 
carpenter, whose brother, Venley 
McGregor, started the family 
poultry business. “  Images of America 

Maine and The Nanticoke Valley. SL 
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JAMES B. McGREGOR 

OBIT 



McGregor Ave -  1910 
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“Using the private road originally laid out in 1816, this road was officially surveyed and designated a public  

highway in April of 1817. Named after the James McGregor family who settled in Maine in 1851.”SW 

  14 (1870), 20 (1880) and 24 (1875) on the north side of the street were built by James McGregor. 
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The original Venley McGregor farm started small in 1907 with 54 acres  and grew.  
  The neighboring Durfee farms where relatives. 

      Not to scale 

The McGregor Farm starts with Venley and Clara 

 1872  - 1958 1875 - 1964  

To the hilltop 
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Before Chickens  - What? 

     
Venley, the second child of James B.  and Rosepha  
Chauncey McGregor was  born in 1880 and lived in 
Maine, NY his whole life.  He married  Clara Durdee 
McGregor on  March 7, 1901. In 1907 they purchased 
the Homestead on Nanticoke Road along with 54 acres 
with the intention to be  farmers.  He was informed that 
the soil was poor and perhaps the only vegetable that 
would grow there was horseradish, they were wrong.  
Within a few years he developed a sales route extending 
from Lisle to Endicott.  This route took many days to 
travel and he sold both vegetables along with products 
from cows, sheep, chickens and even a few eggs.  Slowly 
the chicken business became the primary use of the 
farm.  By 1935 Venley and Clara were invited to 
Washington D.C. to meet with President Roosevelt and 
his wife Eleanor to be honored as a Master Farmer from 
New York State.   Other poultry businesses were located 
in the Nanticoke Valley including  those of Coburn Young 
on Lewis Street and the Woodward’s of Union Center 
however they were much smaller.  Venley worked 
alongside of his three sons  and each had their own 
house and property on the McGregor farm.  



  
1919   
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Venley and Clara’s Family 1919 
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Venley with Garth, Dane and Warren  

1921 

Venley  
In 

1886 
Six 

years 
old 



          Clara Durfee McGregor 
 with Garth Venley McGregor 
                        1912 
  

The Homestead 
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Clara Elosie 
Durfee McGregor 

Mar. 9, 1880 
Maine New York,   

Mar. 21, 1961 
Endicott, NY 
 Find A Grave 

Memorial# 78768754 



“V.C. McGregor was honored as a NYS  Master 
Farmer at Cornell University in 1935.  He and 

his wife, Clara, later were honored in 
Washington, D.C. by President Franklin 

Roosevelt and his wife, Eleanor.”  

Venley Chauncey McGregor and Clara 
Durdee McGregor Married  March 7, 1901  

37 
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Warren, Dane, Garth and Venley McGregor  39 
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Venley 
And Clara  

with 
“special” 
birthday 

cake  

1955 

Clara 
March 21, 1961  
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Clara and Venley 
Fifteen Children Grand Children  

 
    Garth and Margaret (8):  
Mary Louise, Margaret Anne, 

Martha Elaine, David Garth ,Rita 
Diane, Phyllis Clara, Robert  John 

And Carol Jean. 
 

Dane and Ruth (4): 
 Nancy, Stanley, Venley Coburn 

and Glenn 
 

Warren and Betty (3): 
Jimmy, Linda and Brenda 
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Wedding of Garth and Margaret 
Helen Murphy.  Best Man Lester  
Rawlins, Maid of Honor Harriet 
Murphy Kelly November 29, 1934 

She picked enough black berries to make 17.5 
cans.  Garth’s favorite pie was blackberry pie. 

Margaret Helen Murphy McGregor 
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Second floor 
apartment 

All the brothers 
started their 

marriages in this 
apartment at The 

Homestead 
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Martha (Marti) McGregor Dumas 
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Rita 



1958 

49 
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Feb. 1, 1910 
Endicott 
New York  

 
Feb. 9, 1998 

Maine 
New York 

 
Find A Grave 

Memorial# 78448649 

Margaret Helen Murphy McGregor Garth Venley McGregor 

May 16, 1912 
Maine 

New York  
 

Sep. 9, 1995 
Endicott 
New York 

 
Find A Grave 

Memorial # 78448636 
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The Homestead   
 

The Homestead 
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Homestead Built Circa 1854 
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Grey Osterud; 

 Putting the Barn Before the 

House, Women and Family 

Farming in Early Twentieth-

Century New York,  

Cornell University Press,  

2012,  

ISBN 978-0-8014-5028-0 

Pages 126 -132 

 

 
Excerpts pp. 126 & 127 

 next slide 
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Grey Osterud; Putting the Barn Before the House, Women  

and Family Farming in Early Twentieth-Century New York,  
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Garth with White Leghorn 
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Site of 
Future 

Highway 
Garage 
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Peanut Shells 
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Garth and Margaret’s Home 

 5 Nanticoke Road 

Built 1936 

Garth scooping out basement with assist of horses. 

Today 



Town Park 

Big Tree 

Highway Garage 

64 The Farm 

Dane’s  
House 



  
  

Above;  
White  

Longhorns 
Right; 

 Carrying  
Buckets of 

Eggs 
  

Long Hen House 

“Homestead”  ca. 1860  
65 



Lena Cornell packing eggs in “cellar” of 
building behind “Homestead”.  

  

Workers on McGregor Farm 
Dane, Warren, Lena Cornell, Charlotte Cornell Rose, 

Garth, Robert Fenton, Clara, V.C., Mr. Van Slyke 
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“In 1907, James McGregor started a poultry 
business with 200 hens.  His son, Venley, 
expanded the operation to 1,000 hens in 
1914 with the help of his wife, Clara Durfee 
McGregor.  Later,  Venley’s  sons - Garth, 
Dane and Warren – became a part of the 
family business.  The business included the 
sale of eggs and chicks to other farms; they 
also sold dressed chickens.  As the sons got 
older and became more involved, business 
continued to grow.  Women were hired to 
candle-wash and grade the eggs.  They also 
tended the incubator and brooders.  Dane 
McGregor is pictured in this 1940 
photograph with his son Stan.”  
Images of America Maine and the 
Nanticoke Valley, 2012 

Dane Herbert McGregor 
May 19, 1914 Maine 
Apr. 17, 2010 Newark Licking County Ohio 
Find A Grave Memorial# 78448691 
 
1940; Dane and son Stan 
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“Dane McGregor in 1940.  The McGregor business included the sale of 
eggs and chicks to other farms; they also sold dressed chickens.  As the 
sons got older and became more involved, business continued to grow. 
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In today’s terminology the chickens were “free range” and they returned 
to the coops at night.  The town park property was part of the McGregor 
farm and it was where many coops where found.  
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Ruth Eudora Young McGregor 
 29 Oct 1918 Pennsylvania, USA 

13 Dec 2006 Johnson City,  
Maine Cemetery 

MEMORIAL ID 78448704 

Stanley Dane McGregor 
  11 Nov 1938 Endicott  

  20 Nov 2002 
  Midland City Cemetery   Michigan  

 MEMORIAL ID 119837838 

Children - 4 
Nancy, Venley Glenn and Stanley 



71 



“This 1927 images shows the Dairyman’s League Cooperative Association’s Maine plant.  
The milk-processing plant was on the northeast side of Maine Street in Maine Village.  In 
1934, the V.C. McGregor and Sons Company bought the plant to house their egg and 
poultry business. It burned down in February 14, 1964. “  Images of America Maine and 
the Nanticoke Valley, 2012  Three story ice house, ice was harvested from pond behind 
mill. 

72 



Dairyman’s League Cooperative Association’s Maine plant before 1964 when it burned 
down along with 5000 hens.     73 
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1928 
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1928 



Barn Fires 
 
1. “The barn behind the homestead was destroyed by fire when Mary Lou, Stan, Nancy 

playing with matches.  Garth rescued them but the barn was destroyed.  Daddy it 
was just 1 match – we’re going to have a hot dog roast.” 
 

2. Chicken coops behind barn – renters children started – another renter had goats in 
coops. 
 

3. Homestead fire – Ruth threw pillow over the furnace pipe Sunday before family 
went to church.  Venley put fire out with hose from cellar charred areas noted when 
re- modeling, - could see from cellar up to attic.  VC used hose to put fire out 
 

4. Creamery fire see slide number 61 
 

Tornadoes: 
“There  was a cyclone in 1929 that carried McGregor’s poultry laying house 500 feet 
without hurting a bird.”  SW p. 69 
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Flooding 
of  

Nanticoke 
Creek 



1976 
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The Big Tree and Mom vs. the Road 



81 

Farm – Four story chicken house…Built in 1949 – torn down in 1970  
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  Long hen house 15’ x 200’ 
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Well Drilling on the Farm 
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July 2, 1973 

The End Has Everything to due to the price of feed vs. the price of chickens. 
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  Maine Federated Church Sunday School  Study Group in the 1940’s -  taught by Venley 
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Bible Study Group in the 1940’s -  taught by Venley 


