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COURSBESCRIPTION922 markedthe year that electricity reachedrural Maine, NY Maine was first
settledin 1793 incorporatedin 1848 as a hamlet that was surroundedby smallfamily farms What did the
individualsand familiesdo prior to the introductionof & t | sad@niydectricalR S @ A: @dvalid they entertain
themselveswhat tools and machineswere available? What was the typical life like for childrenand adults
prior to 1922?
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21 The NanticokeValleyHistoricalSocietyformedin
1969 isa 501 (C)(3) organizationthat is charged
with collectingand educatingthe community of
the historical past of the region We havethree

building open to tour; our 1850two story Janet
= Bowers museum which houses an art gallery

. O
NOBON et on s""g / alongwith exhibitshighlightingthe lives of men,

- P
“

> 0 women and children and a meeting room,
‘ EITOEERCS ALY locatedat 13 NanticokeRoad,our 1830t A {1 OK S
HAMLET of MAINE  © GristMill locatedat 2819 NY SRoute26, and our
' 1845 one room school house #4 located at 14
NanticokeRoad

MUSEUM SITES
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@
JAN_;T BOWERS %TE 6&
f'.:’ o 9 /
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8 /

O 2
. SCHOOL HOUSE # 4
-
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NVHS Museum Sites
located at 13 Nanticoke Road
Corner of Route 26 & Nanticoke Road

P.O. Box 75 b ’ -
Maine NY 13802 | to the Hamlet of

http://nanticokevalleyhistoricalsociety.com/ E M A l N E
- Formed 1848

https://www.facebook.com/
NanticokeValleyHistoricalSociety/




Panoramic View of Maine NY, taken around 1900.
View looking southeast.







Justa few miles west of here, near Newark Valley,a community of
Amish families have chosen a world without S f S O (i NWhatAaie éhéy
missingAVhat are they gaining?

We have all experiencedtimes without electricity, waiting for the
powerto berestored [ S $pRrEda few momentsto reflect what it would be
like if the losewaspermanent

PLEASE DISCUSS WITH A PERSON NEAR YOU
What in the most important use of electricity for you? One you could not
possibly live without.

1 The Kitchen/Food/Chores

2 Lighting

3. Home Systems; Heating/Cooling, Water, Sanitation
4 Communication/Entertainment

5 Anything else!!!

A MOMENT TO SHARE.
Power comes to Maine NY around 1922, along with much of the rest of
rural America. Today we will explore a little bit of what life was like in
Maine NY prior to 1922.




Electrical service cameto Maine around 1922 and was widespread in
the 19300.sThe earliest settlers, arriving in 1793, came from the New
England states and the Wyoming Valley PA. They found themselves in
an old growth forested region containing abundant game Land was
secured from group of investors who purchased this land known as the
0 B o s Pwchase.0 The settlers cleared the land for use as family
farms and early life in the region was centered around a few
Oi ndu $t kumbers was the primary resource to be exploited and
once land was cleared farming came to the forefront . The farms grew
grains (rye, wheat, oats, buck wheat, corn) , hay, produced dairy
products and eggs. Sawmills, grist mills and tanneries flourished in the
region. The town served the farming community until the late 180006
when people started to commute to work in the factories of
Binghamton, Johnson City and Endicott .
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IN THE KITCHEN

Cooking
Icebox

Root Cellar
Churning Butter
Ice Cream

Too J>o T To Do

CHORES

Washing Clothes
Washing Dishes
Cleaning Rugs

To T T

HOME COMFORTS

Lighting
Heating
Water
Toilet
Communication
o Telephone
o Mail Service

To Too Joo T To

o o o I I

To T I

ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL

Music

Books

Community Band/Concerts
Churches

Social/Fraternal Organizations

APPARAL

Making Yarn/Cloth
Shoes
Sewing Machine

SHOPPING

In town
Peddlers

TRAVEL

Wagons/Sleighs
Bicycle




AGRICULTURE

CHILDREN & the
NANTICOKE VALLEY

tLe/ I 9wQ{ DwL{ ¢ alL][]
2519 NYS Route 26

SELECTED REFERENCES




= i KN ;"d H
THE KITCHEN

T |

Cookingwvasastrenuouspartofag 2 Y I wofkday,with mostcookingimplementsmadeof

Castiron. Wood and water had to be carried in, makingfor hot, exhaustingwork in the
summer Most women learnedto cook by observingtheir mothersin the kitchen Photo of
Mrs. Franck TaylorBowersposingfor this photo. 13



ICE BOXES

Anto the 1930s, householdsused large blocks of ice to keep food cold in
"iceboxes" Thisphoto is from the 1920s. Courtesyof the SloaneCollection By
the end of the 18005, many Americanhouseholdsstored their perishablefood in
aninsulated"icebox"that wasusuallymadeof wood andlined with tin or zince

(OOMED VEOL FABRLES,
PGB, PATS AETY Owe

T oo BT COMLD e AT

# N OONE D NBARS, MO
SROVEATD AR FOR SALAD
MATERIAL

MILK  BUTTER, |
BROTH DESSIRTS
MILK DISHES

- L v -— - . - =

https://www.google.com/search?q=old+fashioned+ice+box&rlz=1C1CHBF enUS863US863&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=L
kaycmDDN]jJM%253A%252CE2NyRwilgM%252C &vet=1&usg=AH
kSYrdr7XXLOEHIfyNteSd6Bk9x93Q&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4sNPWitvkAhVE YRKBHRERBRAHOECACQBg#imgrc=1q7
ilggP7ROuM:&vet=1
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ROOT CELLARS

i ¥getablesstoredin the root cellarprimarily consistof potatoes,turnips and
carrots Other food suppliesplacedin the root cellar over the winter months
include beets, onions, jarred preservesand jams, salt meat, salt turbot, salt

herring, winter squash,and cabbage A potato cellar is sometimescalled
a potato barnor potato houseé

https://en wikipediaorg/wiki/Root cellar

H’a'nr P o T N

https: //www qooqle com/search’Pq root+ce||ars&r|z 1ClCHBF enUS863US863&

ource=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj02KjUKNVKAhXpShUIHYeLAoIQ A
igB&biw=940&bih=708#imgrc=YrcmQDI1IYEQY1M:
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Root_cellar
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HOME CANNING

a/ 2y @S fanding a5 vd know it
today beganwith NicolasAppert, the
original Food in Jarsguy. A Parisian
confectioner and chef, Nicolasbegan
experimenting with  preservation
during the late 17005, and he
successfully preserved foodstuffs,
suchas soups,vegetablesjuices,and

even dairy, more or lessE )
https://www.thekitchn.com/breakthroughsn- Perishable Foods
food-sciencecanning218083 = by

WASTE NOT-WANT NOT

Preserving Now

https://www.loc.qgov/pictures/resource/cph.391266

? A T AVason jar was first invented by John 1914

Landis Mason. He created and patented a
) glass jar to be used in home canning and
;@i / food preservation. That was back in 1858. 0



https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3g12661/
https://www.thekitchn.com/breakthroughs-in-food-science-canning-218083

Churning Butter
| -

How to Make Homemade Butter in dar

https://happyhooligans.ca/homemadbutter/
& { GameFill your jar half way with cream.
Step TwoPut the lid on tightly andHAKEH like crazy
After a minute or two, the cream withicken, and
youg 2y Qi KSIFNJftAIldzAR aft 2aKAy3
Keep shaking

Asthe Cream thickens, you get Whipped Cream!
About halfway through, | take the lid off to show the kids
gKI 0Qa KILIWISYAYy3 AyaAiARS (GKS
into whipped cream!And yes, we grab a spoon, and taste
some.



https://happyhooligans.ca/homemade-butter/

Once again, pop the lid back on, and shake it for another minute or so, until the buttel
has formed asolid mass
Pop the lid back on, and keep shakihgF 1 SNJ I FSé Y2NB YAydzi
liquid sloshingaround in the jar again. The first time | made butter, | thought something
had gone wrong, and that the whipped credmad thinned back into cream.
Buttermilk!

But a peek inside will reveal that the sloshing is the buttermilk separating from the
0dzG SN GKI 0Qa aidFNIAYy3a (2 a2t ARATE AY
Almost ready
Once again, pop the lid back on, and shake it for another minute or so, until the buttel
has formed aolid mass

We made BUTTER!
Pour off the buttermilk, and shake the butter out of the jar.
Be sure to savgour buttermilk for bakingé£

Why does milk turn to butter?

Makingbutter essentially just requires the extensive churning (shaking up) of cream ¢

very fattymilk. ... Well as you churn thailk the membranes of fat in the cream are
broken so fat droplets can more easily join together forming larger fat droplets

For a more scientific answer go tatps://www.scientificamerican.com/article/bring
sciencehome-shakingbutter/



https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/bring-science-home-shaking-butter/

ICECREAM
“Gem Ice Crea,m Freezer aaaaa&aﬁaaaanaaaanammnn

IT IS TURNED
BY A CRANK,

(« dar lul)&
Covered Gears,
Heavy Castings.

Sold by a Frank and saves money like a bank—
the great Lightning lIce Cream Freezer. Less ice,
less salt, less time, less energy; and “lest you for-
get” we say it yet, there's coolness in the o ot o8

“LIGHTNING.”

Use Little Ice.
Triple Motion,
Adjustable Floats. .

Be Sure and See Them Before You Buy.

“To sweat or to swing!"” That’s the question. Whether it is nobler to suf-

. able Hammock ? If you prefer the latter then give us a call and be convinced that
=~ our line of Hammocks are low in pticc high in quality and right in make.

‘ 'I'HE FRANK OWENS HARDWARE COMPANY.

Advertisement Winning Third Prize, Awarded Miss Henrietta Davis.

EREEEEEEEEERRREEEREREREER

https://oldapplianceads.com/vintagece-
creanmrmakers/

19



https://oldapplianceads.com/vintage-ice-cream-makers/

Ice Cream versus Pudding and Pie

BY ACTUAL TEST

n
the right way sak your dealer for our er
or write to us direct

THE WHITE MOUNTAIN FREEZER (0.

Nashua, New Hampshire

& | | -gfdRked machines' ice and salt
mixture must be replenishedto make a
new batch of ice cream Usually rock
saltisused Thesaltcausedhe iceto melt
and lowers the temperature in the
process,below fresh water freezing, but
the water doesnot freezedue to the salt
content The subfreezing temperature

helps slowly freeze and make the ice
creame

G ¢ Kriginof ice-cream. Arice-creamtlike food was first eaten in China in
618-97AD. King Tang of Shang, hadc@men who helped to make a dish of
buffalo milk, flour and camphor. A kind ise-creamwasinventedin China
about 200 BC when a milk and rice mixture was frozen by packing it into

SNOW. O

A N a nJohyson patented the first hand-cranked model in 1843. She then sold
the patent to William Young, who marketed the machine as the "Johnson
Patent Ice-Cream Freezer". https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lce _cream_maker

20



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_cream_maker

GLY wmdpnHZI O HKnghandinas@KeSHel nillbta tfeiNtles creamery. This
creamery produce@6,828 pounds of butteA Y M dn H ®E

21



(@n-N



WASHING CLOTHES

G a 2 Yy WasBundryday. It was
a full day's work, starting with
haulingin the water and putting
It on the stoveto heat ... Then
the pieces, heavy with water,
were twisted by handto remove
as much of the water aspossible
before being dumped Iinto
another tub of (cold)water for a
rinseg



1912
¢Alice Loomis had
to heat up the
water and haul
It to the basin. She
usedFelsNaptha
soap or soft soap
she made at home.
The washboard in
the background is
at the ready to
remove any stains
2y UKS Of

24



a A tub of hot water, a washboardin a wooden
frame with somewhereto rest the bar of Iaundry"' ~&
soapin pausesfrom scrubbing- this is a familiar
image of how our greatgrandmotherswashed;1- =
the laundry It's not wrong, but it's only part of e
the picture. Factorymade washboards with %ﬁ_
metal or glassscrubbingsurfacescertainlyspread s =
round the world in the 19th and early 20th 2=
centuries, and bars of soap were cheap and ﬁf
plentiful by the late 1800s, but there were other

waysof tacklingthe laundrytoo.

It may seemodd to saythat usingsoapgenerouslywas a modern, "advanced"way of
tackling dirty laundry, but in 1800 soap was used economically It was mixed into hot
water for the main wash,and extra might be usedfor spot stain treatment, but everyday
linen might still be cleansedwith ashlye. Someof the poorer peoplein Europecontinued
to washtheir "ordinary" thingswith no soapor minimalsoap Laundrysoapwasoften the
cheap,soft, dark soapthat wasfairly easyto mix into hot water. Beforethe 19th century
hard soapcouldbe madeat home by peoplewho had plenty of ashesandfat, with warm,
dry weather and saltto setthe soap If you boughtit, you would buy a piece cut from a
largeblocké

http://www.oldandinteresting.com/historyof-washingclothes.aspx

25


http://www.oldandinteresting.com/history-of-washing-clothes.aspx

DISH WASHING

I
Alice Johnson Loomis 1912

B E

a L ¥850 Joel Houghton patented a wooden
machine with a handturned wheel that splashed
water on dishes It washardly a workable machine,
but it wasthe first patent. Then,in the 1860s, L A.
Alexander improved the device with a geared
mechanismthat allowed the user to spin racked
dishes through a tub of water. Neither of these
deviceswasparticularlyeffective

In 1886, Cochrarproclaimedin disgust,"If nobody
elseis goingto inventa dishwashingmachine,l'll do
it myself" And she did. Cochraninvented the first
practicaldishwasherShedesignedhe first modelin
the shed behind her house in Shelbyville,
lllinois Her dishwasherwas the first to use water
pressureinstead of scrubbersto cleanthe dishes
Shereceiveda patent on Decembe28, 1886

Cochranhad expectedthe public to welcomethe
new invention, which she unveiled at the
1893 World's Fair, but only hotels and large
restaurantswere buying her ideas It was not until
the 195G that dishwasherscaught on with the
generalpublic
Cochran'snachinewasa hand-operatedmechanical
dishwasherShefoundeda companyto manufacture
these dishwashers, which eventually became
KitchenAic

https://www.thoughtco.com/josephine-
cochran-dishwasher-4071171

26


https://www.thoughtco.com/josephine-cochran-dishwasher-4071171

(CLEANING CARPETS
riBefore there were vacuum
cleaners carpets were all area
rugs They were taken outside
and put on the cloths line and
beat out with a
wire carpet beater Wall to
wall carpet was not common
until after WWIL

https://www.google.com/search?g=vacuum-+cl
eaner+before+electricity&rlz=1C1CHBF enUSE
63US863&source=Inms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi
T4urvvdrkAhXtguAKHAQoBAOQQ AUIDSgA&b
=940&bih=708&dpr=1.1

Jessidlice Dudlegnd Mother Alice

27
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Lighting Sources:
Prior to electrical lights.
A Fireplace - wood fire

A Candles 8 home made
A Kerosene Lantern 1846 -

A Whale oil lantern

A

h

Sunlight

—__

Y, | "‘
| \

ttp:Mww.allposters.

COIM —

LIGHTING SOURCES

N Ithe yearl846 medicatloctorandgeologisAbraham
Gesnembydistillingoal produced clearfluid Henoticed
thatwhenthefluidis placedn a lampwitha wickit burns
witha brightyellowflame muchbrightethanburningpil
Henamedhefluidkerosendromthe Greeldkeroselai@n
which means i w aoxi. Atofirst, kerosenewas too
expensiveButwhenit wasfoundthatkeroseneouldbe
extractetrompetroleuritspricebecamaffordablandat
the sametime,thattriggeredvorldwideacefor oil First
modern kerosene lamps are invented by Ignacy
Gu k a s, inemafranPolandindRoberEdwirDietz
fromUSA atthesametime independeitf eachothernn
the year 1853 Their main characteristica/ere great
portabilityvhichwidenedheir use and stronglight Al
kerosentampshavecontaineiorkerosenanda wickor
mantldora lightsourceprotecteavitha glassglobeor a

tubed http//wwwhistoryoflamgem/lamistory/histepf
kerosenéamp/

OAlumenis a unit used for measuring brighthesssane

lamp or a candle gives off about 11 lunBycsomparison a

100 watt incandescent light bulb provides 1,600 lumens, whict
labeled on most packaging. 100 x
http/Mvww.energyfordevelopment.com/2010/03/measuring
householtighting.html

28
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LIGHTING SOURCES

Tothe right isan oil lamp oncesoldby the
Rockefellers It was initially owned by
Gordon Woodward's grandmother who's
family settledin UnionCenterin 1792

Note John D. Rockefeller was
born July 8, 1839 Richford, NY & h f |
William Rockefellercameto the USfrom
Germanyand settledin this area He grew
potatoes William and his wife had two
sonswho started makingandsellingthese
lamps to promote the use of this newly
discoveredoil instead of whale oil. This
R A RMIIong as electric lighting was
sooninventede

ShirleyWoodward,who is a Charter
member, has donated many pioneer items to
our museumoverthe years Many of her items
are important parts of our exhibits These

artifacts once belonged to the Woodward,
Ketchumand Howardfamiliesof UnionCenter




Bowers family and John D. Rockefeller

Clement Bowers
and family dog Bibbs,
€.1902 taken by his brother Franck

N P o s smabel oeJohn D. Rockefeller, the partner of Lamont Bowers
who is the father of Clement Bowers, the infant seated on the man's lap. Bowers as
the financial advisor to Rockefeller and helped run his operation in both New York and
Co | o r amBbwers BGollection of Broome County Historical Society
http :// nyheritage.nnyln.net/cdm/landingpage/collection/p261501coll8

Clement Bowers son of Lamont and Franny Gr%9




m Home heating

A Fireplace
A Stoves

OA potbelly stove is a cast iron wood burning
stove, round with a bulge in the middle. The
name is derived from the resemblance of the
stove to that of a fat man's pot belly. They were
designed to heat large spaces and were often pgt belly stove 1880
found in one-room schoolhouses. The flat top of

the fireplace allowed for cooking of food, or the

heating of water.o
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potbelly stove

Fireplaces are especially inefficient however the wood supply was
abundant Homeshad no insulationand were drafty. Many old homesin
the town have found newspaper coveringthe inside of the walls It is
historicallyfascinatinghowevernot goodfor insulatingthe house

31


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potbelly_stove

Drinking Water  sources:
A Springs
A Wells

A Hand pump

WD e Pl

common well or cistern pump came out abdl880

32
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TOILET/ OUTHOUSE )
Toilet

A Out houses

'ﬂ? oy
Fl A Chamber pots

33



TOILET/ OUTHOUSE

1. & ¢ K S M@&fidg behind the moons and stars Moon and star cut-outs are
commonlyfound on outhouse doors, allegedlydating backto colonialtimes when
literacy levels were low. & ¢ K &Bve two LJdzNLJ2 éxdainZlsoose & . | & A O
(i K S dofINiing but the other purposewas to tell the difference between the
maleandthe femaleouthouses A crescentmoon symbolizeda female anda stara
male. However, he saysthat if families had a single outhouse,it most likely had a
moononit.

2. Two-seater outhouses | NI gs(illange as you think: Have you ever used an
outhousethat had two seatsand thought, & | dzKi¢risout, traditional two-seater
outhouseshavetwo holesfor different-sizedbehinds a biggerone for adult bottoms
andasmalleronefor kids

3. OuthousediggingA & yigatiyou think: Believeit or not, some people cashin on
outhouseholes of the past a Ltlye 1700s, 1800s, and early 1900s, [the outhouse]
was also the garbageR A & LJA.dosekxplains a t S 2wdiildSnot only use their
outhouseto go to the bathroom, they would throw trash into the hole. Thereare
people out there called outhousediggerswho do nothing but dig in placeswhere
they think old outhouseswere. Usuallywhat they find are really old bottles like
medicinebottles, codeine,whiskybottles, you nameit £

https://cottagelife.com/outdoors/10thingsyou-probablydidnt-know-about-outhouses/

34
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TOILET/ OUTHOUSE

4. The Searscatalogue collection. Have you ever seena vintage Searscataloguein an
outhouse,or evenframed picturesof them? L (lafdallya tribute to the popular makeshift
toilet paperof the past & ¢ 2 papBviasaf dzE day@ Bose & { S WoNIE alwayssend
out thesecatalogueghat were two or three inchesthick with blackand-white grainypaper
Thefarmerswould take these cataloguesand when they were done with them, put them
out in the outhouseandusethem to wipe with £
5. Whathappens when an outhouse fills up?
Wheneverthe outhousesmellsworse than usual,the owner adds more lime. When
the hole fills up, the owner scoopsout the waste and haulsit awayor usesit to make
fertilizer. After the hole is scoopedout, it can be used again ... The problem with
traditional outhousess that they cancontaminategroundwaterg

35



In the late 1800's the Bell and York State Telephone companies set up in Maine. This photo-

graph shows Nel Gates at the central switchboard, which she ran out of her home on McGregor Av-
enue, in the Hamlet of Maine. In 1952 the last hand-crank call occurred in Maine, which was
the last community in NYS to convert to a dial telephone system.

b



“TELEPHONES
These hand
cranked
phones make
there own
electricity, so
they were In
use well
before
electricity
came to town
in 1922,
al AySQ3

telephones
were in 1878

Alexander Graham Bell was
https://www.ebth.com/items/6350619 awarded the first U.S. patent for the
antigue-monarchoak-wall-cranktelephone invention of the telephone in 1876.

37


https://www.ebth.com/items/6350619-antique-monarch-oak-wall-crank-telephone
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Graham_Bell

POST OFFICE

alThe Maine Post Office was
established in 1828 The first
postmaster of Maine was John C
Curtis The Maine Post Office
continuesin operation today with a

ZipCodeof 13802¢
ThePostOfficesof Maine

http://www.broome-county-postal-
history.com/covers16.html
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MAINE ;
COMMUNITY _i
BAND %
1861

G C 2 dzy1B83,Rhe Maine Community Band is believed to be one of the oldest
community bands in the United States. While we do not know for certain the exact
reason for the founding, it seems a logical suggestion might be that the band was
formed to play for Union soldiers departing to fight in the U.S. Civil War. In any event,
records and diaries reveal the existence of a band in Maine since 1861

The years following the Civil War brought us into a golden age of community bands
Many immigrants from Europe brought their instruments with them and the
proliferation of instrument manufacturers and composers led to new forms of popular
music. Since this era was pri&dio, the only manner to enjoy this new and popular
music was to form a band and play for the local community. The band would be called
upon to perform for church socials, clambakes, political rallies and other community
eventsp ¢
http:// www.maineband.com/about.htm
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STRIKE - UP THE BAND! Photograph of the Maine Community
Band in the Maine Cemetery taken in

.. ||1861.

1 0 T hbasd, consisting mostly of brass
il and percussion instruments contained
<Al several over-the -shoulder horns.
4l These instruments were only popular
during the Civil War, when the band
needed to be heard by the following
| army.6
0 Me mb e incduded: N.B, Wright,
George Hathaway, E.E. Todd, Henry
Marean, F.W. Hovey, Dwight Dudley,

Myron Lewis and W.O. Lincoln.0
Pg 114 Maine and The Nanticoke Valley by Susan H. Lisk
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Maine Community Band
playing in the Pagoda
July 4, 1907

1907 - Fourth of July celebration on Main Street (Route 26). The large building was the Tymeson Brothers store which today
is the Maine Post Office. The Pagoda was in the center of the road then, todays Pagoda is a reproduction built in 1976.




MAINE AGRICULTURAL FAIR GROUNP1B83

| Maine AGRICULTURAL Fair GrounD.
‘ MAINE . BROONE CON ¥

Thefirst fair wasin Octoberl875 Fairswherehelduntil 1883 Thiswas
locatedjust to the south of where Maine Memorial ElementarySchools
today. Todaythis areais an open field and the hills are coveredwith
trees 45



CHURCHES

Methodist¢
Episcopal Church g%
al Ay S The =¢[p8
Methodist church b |
was dedicated

October 17, 1850 by /4
Rev. J.M. Snyder and (&
burned down |

5.9.1928.

Federated church of Maine
¢ celebrating 200 years
Maine Congregational Church

1819-

1910 Photo of Maine Baptist Church
Started in 1935
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GROUPS/ORGANIZATIONS FOUND IN EARLY MAINE NY

A Free and Accepted Masons Lodge #399 Started 1856
A The Ashlar Club FellowcraftClub
A Maine Chapter #599 O.E.S. Organized 1916
Eastern Star
A Sherwood Lodge Knights and Ladies of the Golden Star 1884
A Knights of Honor 1877
A 2dzy3 aSyQa / KNBWIIBIY | aa20A1 GA2Y
A Improved Order of Red MehlnasTribe #73 1885
A Nanticoke Valley Grange 1875 / Union Center Grange #1153 organized 1!
A Home Bureau organized 1917
A Grand Army of the RepublicHoward Post #62 , #474 Organized after 1866
A Maine Community Bandorganized 1861
A22YSyQa |1 2YS aAradaarzylINeE {20ASde&
A Temperance League
A Maine Village Farmers Club 1874
A Maine Agricultural Fair Fall 1873883
A Baseball Teams; Union Center, Maine (1867), Glen Aubrey (1867)
A The Maine New&Veekly Newspaper 2.9.1876




Making yarn

Saxony whedbr flax, hemp, anavool

& C flt is &food andfiber cropthat is
cultivated in cooler regions of the
world. The textiles made from flax
are known in the Western countries
as linen, and traditionally used for
bed sheets, underclothesand table
lineng

MAKING CLOTH:
FLAX, HEMP , WOOL

)

HASETEIEST

i

|

L e J
www.alamy.com - B72FX6

walking wheefor cotton

http:// www.alamy.com/stockphoto/pioneerwoman-spinning.htmi
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Footwear

JORDAN, MARSH AND COMPANY, 221

MEN'S BOOT'S AND SHOES~ Concluded.

|

| m

= No. 94, ,\Ic'n'a Bright Dongola Opera No. i Men's, Bove’, and Yonths' Rnsset

Slippers, genuine hand sewed and turned, Tampico. Goat Ope a Sh B ere tant

C. 8. last, patent trimmed.  Sizes, 5 to 11, RIRPIS0 SOM A PEIR SRRSO URPETS:. 1ty
haud sewed, Widths, M, F, FF.

Widths, M, ¥, I'F.  I'rice, 3150,
Mon's sizes, 6 to 11, Price, $1.50.
Boys' sizes, 2§ to 54, Price, $1.35,
| Youths' sizes, 11 to 2. Trice, $1 20,
‘ ‘
|
— No. 97, Men's, Boyvs', aud Youths' 'atent
No. 93 Men's, Boys', and Youths' Pate  Calf Pumps, for dress «
ont Calf Oxford Ties, for dress occasions,  gewad and turned. Men's
hamd sewed and torned Mon's sizes, 6 ¥ R 2y 1oy 9 2 £
to 10} ; price, £2.  Boys® sizes, 94 10 53; Price, S1.75. Boys' sizes, 2} to 34 prive,

srice, S1.75.  Youths' sizes, 11 to 2; ’Ayire: $150, Youths' sizes, 11 to 2; price, $1.25,
LA0, Widths of all, S, M, F, FF Widehs of all, 8, M, F.

BOYS’' AND YOUTHS' BOOTS AND SHOES.

A0 BRigy,

No. 93,  Boys' and Youths'
School Shoes.” “ No, 1" quality, made of - :
Lest calf, on new London last, frontlaced. | No. 100. Boys' aud Youaths "“lll Brick *
Widths, A to K. Boys'sixes, 24 to 6; price, School Shoes. “ No, 2" guality, on new
| | Loudon last, front-laced. Widths, I to E.
Boys' sizes, 2§ 10 6; price, $2,50. Youths'
oD BRIC, sizes, 11 to 2; price, 52,
el

83, Youths' sizes, 11 10 2; price 2250,

No, 101, Boys'
and Youths'
New Tan Ruos-
sin Calf Front-
Inced Shoes,
made Good-
year welts on

No. 90. Boys' and Younths' * Old Brick the new Lou-
School Shoes. *“No. 2" quality, wade of don and Pieea-
the hest Casco calf, on the new london last, | dilly lasts. Boys' sizes, 2§ to 6; price, $3,
front-luced. Boys’ sixes, 2§ to 6; price, 82. | Youths' sizes, 11 to 2; price, £2.50.
Youths' sizes, 1T to 2; price, $1.75, Widths of both, B w E.

aha #aise

. BOSTON, MASS.

6As late as 1850 most
shoes were made on
absolutely straight lasts,
there being no difference
betweenthe right and the
left shoe Before
shoestrings (1790, shoes
were commonly fastened
with buckles

1850

Y S NilksOntask dnarketed sneaker appeariedl917, the same year that Marquis
Converse introduced th€onverse AllStar, a high topped basketball shde

a7



FOOT TREADLE SEWING MACHINE

Sewing Clothing

G ¢ Kf8st possible patent connected to
mechanicalsewingwas a 1755 British patent
issued to German, Charles Weisenthal Qf
Weisenthalwas issueda patent for a needle
that wasdesignedfor a machine,however,the —
patent did not describe the rest of the

machineif one existed

Sewing machines did not go into mass® = §
productionuntil the 1850s, when IsaacSinger.
built the first commerciallysuccessfuiachine
Singerbuilt the first sewingmachinewherethe
needle moved up and down rather than the
sideto-side and the needlewas poweredby a
foot treadle. Previousmachineswere all hand
crankedg

1900 Singer Sewing Machine
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Historicalseries dOneHundredYearsAgoin Maine,b | . g(520X22¢ 0 %

Painted 6.29.1972 Locatedhere on Main Street from left to right: Jefferson
Ransomhome built in 1867, BalchMillinery and ShoeRepairbuilt 1865 F H.
Marean Blockbuilt in 1870, KetchumHotel and Liverybuilt in the 184QQ&This
sceneis locatedat Main St and ChurchSt lookingEast Thehotel buildingis still
hereandis usedasthe Most HolyRosaryHall
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Early History Maine, N
M Hooresg |
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3}%2 B istard Tridl ] | [P Y e

Former E.H. Clark Tannery
Clarence Stratton, 1970

In 1848, the population of
Maine was approximately
1,800 persons. In 1880, there
were 2,129 persons. The
population then declined; in
1915 when there were only
1,339 persons. The
population then began to
increase and by 1970 there
were 5,842. In the 2000
census, there were 5,459
people in the Town of Mai5qe.




| |

Maine Business Directory 1866

AR. PayneéDealer in GJIGOOyIQJDIIaJsSa)BO{szNESeQN
and Shoes, &c. ) 17 . SIyX. tF0Ol1aYAGK
W. Lincoln ¢é&. Deal er 18mp Dr ¥ %OQOI\@JPQ)/X[dZYOS
Groceries, Hardware, Boots and Shoes, 19. FHMareans { 2 y X5 Dryf S N2

&C.
L . Poll ardéDeal er in Dry ggog%lglardware Boossd
Groceries, Crockery, Hardware, Boots Shoes, Drugs and Medicines
and Shoes, Lumber and Farmer. Flour, Provisions &c.
C.R. HeatonéPhysiciar0.an ¥5bt@PKodaY Xt N2 LINRA
Dr. NileséPhysician Y S (i OKHs1.Q &
Dr. W. ButleréPhysici2a FHMarearXt 240 al &30 SNJ
Dr. Hathaway..Physician 2280 | & [ £ NJ X¢l )f)fé N.
F.C.Curlhare Har ness Maker 3. Coo eShop
W. C. PollardéLumber ﬁal'lfr)lé
.B. F. Lewi s éFar mer. P A
O. Hol den éFar mer. 25. tSIN\E2)fX{u2N\B
E.N. Mooersé Far mer 26 SaVM|II on |\/|I||S'[I‘eet
JW.Counci | man Bdalarmarze r (Pollard Hill Road)
Farmer 27. TurningMill
. G. M. Hardendorf...Carpenter and 28. GristMlill
Joiner. | 29. Rake Factory |
. W. W, CollinséPastor of Congregational

Church.
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Two meat markets and a peddlers wagon were in Maine NY




GROCERY STORES

W

Stnle and Fangy Dy Eools

GIRROCEIIIES,
Hardware, Crockery, Glass-Ware, Hats,
Caps, Boots, Shoes, Ready-mnde
Clothing, &, &e., &e.

4 0' l‘l‘\; ('Ol \‘

ALSO,
SHIPPER AND DEALER IN BUTTER
AND ALL KINDS OF COUNTRY PRUDUCE

% Cash advascos on Butter and Rotwrss Guarasteed

Lincoln Block, Maine,N.Y.

! fniuﬂ)ﬂW‘Mﬂm

'1—“1 ‘."’l,

The two stores located on Church and Main were destroyed in 1893 by afRoyBrooks

built the three grocery story store in 1895. Thgmesorstore operated until 1945, today
it where the post office is located. Maine had at least six grocery stores before 1900.
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Peddlers
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| ~ /I COURT ST.BINGHAMION N.Y.
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Before WW I, many peddlersin the NanticokeValleysold their waresby
horseand wagon RaylLewissold meat from the Maine ButcherShop,Louis
Drazencarried Y’ S y €odhing GeorgePhippswas a tin peddler, and Mr.
Treadwell (pictured above)from Glen Aubrey brought groceriesand cloth.
Thesesellersbrought goodsdirectly to the farms, savingcustomersa trip to

town. -



Three Doctors _
and a

Drug Store |&
AZIA|
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JedediaDudley(front, sitting in chair) in front of BeB®yt wdrugstdred s
It was located at 7 McGregor Avenue.

56



=1 P I\/IILKMAN

. “ . "ﬁ""' ' ‘ ; s
| =, W >‘z 4 \{ 2

G This1904 image showsGeorgelL. Kenyon,a farmer and local milkman,
posingwith his horse and wagonin front of his home The building ca

1850 in now the home of the NanticokeValleyHistoricalSocietylocatedat
13 NanticokeRoad
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oa908|mageof JR (JohnRennle)AIIen(rlght) Thehearsels parkedln front of ] f f Syo
Homeat what is now 2586 Main Street JR alsoworked at the TymesonBrothers

store andwasa memberof the town band, playinghe bassdrum. In 1915the family
movedto Endicottto continueits businessa
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Transportation

A Horse
A Foot
A Wagon/sled/ carriage

Ir{. il
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——
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1908~ The preferred mode of transportation in winter were sleighs and cutters—light sleighs. Note the high. curved
dash in front which deflected snow and ice. The cut rock at the sidewalk was used for getting into sleighs.
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1910 Charles H. Wakeman's Auto Transportation Company ran back and forth from Maine to
Union Center several times a day.



In 1878 Henrgurlhairstarted an express line between Maine and
Binghamton for freight and passengers
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G 5 dzNtfe jatd 180 and early 1900 digycleswere all the rage In the early1920Q a X
one of the first macadamroadsin the southern New Yorkwas built from Union That,
alongwith the introduction of the balloon bicycletire, made raiding more enjoyable
Theladiesand there bicyclewastaken by LeelLoomisand showsIna Tymesonand her
mother Minnie Ellise
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NORTON WAGON SHOPS

Built in 1840 by Henry Norton is located at the corner of Tiona Road and
Nanticoke Roads, The Town of Maine was incorporated in 1848. It is
across the road from the Bowers home, address 38 Nanticoke Road.




: n The wagon shop wa
GO, E. NORT'OIN, = Norton. He not only made wagons but

Manufacturer of the Celcbrated

DAVIS BROS. PATENT made guns, fixed musical instruments.
COMBINATION SPRING PLATFORM He pulled teeth, rubbed headaches away,

% and prepared bodies for burial. As a
S M blacksmith he could make anything out of
' iron or steel. He was succeeded by his
son George. O

N\ ) Republican Print in Binghamton
T s ——— advertised a combination spring platform
T e G 2 e B L A ST wagon
e A ol X ) riding and most dur é

NThe adverti sement
THt BEST CARRVYING, EASIEST RIDING AND MOST
greatost strength. a S t h e O b e S t
Most durable, becanse the combinntion of the Springs is such an to give perfect elagticit
ta the gear, thereby entirely obviating the sharp side motion and conse 4 strain . H i
Wae s quent at on the
it i o g o o g o e This wagon was patented by L.A. Davis &

bindi { the ci i
1o 1he oo s low Lo eac et Flaiorm Weguow, o sutirely obriaied alor. Bro. and manufactured by Geo. E

Our Wagons sre maanfactured from choice waterial, by the best me:hanics, thoroughly

painted, with fine finfsh and trim, nod warranted,
A .2“1’011 :;:: 1::: ;u' w..:;:: for the m:ne:' ev\a‘t mado, write or on s, oa want -
5 e Vo s i ik o el Ty Norton. Mr. Norton was asking for
’W"E’RE::-. srrangemonts whereby weo can sblp to any part of the United States at the dealers to Se” th ese Wagons . He also
Special terin ghven Lo thote wishing 1o dedl in these Wagons '
i = : .Lb A. lt)A'VIS & I;Rg.t. l;iat:ntaﬂs. B:Z;iatﬁton. N. Y. made heavy and |Ight Iumber Wagons’
. G e platforms, carriages, buggies, and
y Manufacturer of i Cutte [S. Re al I'I n and al ntl n Of
Heavy and Light Lumber Wagons, Platforms, Carriages, D ; g :
R Bugg;fs; Cuttersﬁcl:; wagons was also done at the Norton
epairing done on short notice, ainting a 1alty, A
N MAINE, Brooma County, . ; £ 8 Bpscisity wagon S &N A.Picttial History of the Town of
Torpabiican Privt, Brghmmton XY, Maine, New York Ann Page Lewis 1998
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Plowing of Fields

https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital- \ \ /,lla”/,{ (-board Flow

collections N ) = — _-_ﬁ__‘

Many settlers arrived in the region
bringing with them the metal tips for
their plow. Theywould built the rest of
the plow from wood.

~mietal covered.
(2 t/

|
‘|
|
|

: Ay = )
,_f/"{{’f? were, N = \\\ alont . ':)()() (/u///// ;
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EaglePlow, circal849

The Seasons of America PagtEric Sloane 1958
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Harvesting Grains

Harvestinggrain was labor
Intensivéoryears Neighbors
helpedone anotherwhenit
wastimeto harvesthecrops

. ' %g C}'Jr//e a/tj/w//z A

aropped 17 17 f Wat//s

Three Stages of Farming

A Preparation of the Field
APl anting of t-F
A Harvesting of the Crops

Of the stages above which one is
the most difficult? &

The Seasons of Amerigast B R e e e
by Eric Sloane 1958 o Do e e




Harvesting Grains

GDNJ Ay OiNbsRiitBe My n I

field. International Harvester aao/ 2 Wﬁer@ﬂSBl).m use In the field.
: Photo courtesy of International Harvester
Corporation photo. (Catalog No.

91Db ) ¢ Corporation. (Catalog No. 880 ¢
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a | lis&animportant food sourcefor farm animalsin the NanticokeValley,so it
must be harvestedand sored for winter consumption The processstarts with
mowingthe hayfieldandleavinghayon the groundfor a numberof daysto dry.
After the hayhasdried, a dump rackis usedto makesmallpiles a worker then
comesbehindthe dumprackwith a handheld hayforkto makethe pileslarger
before they are loaded onto the hay wagon and carried to the barn, where
loosehayis put in the haylofté
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a 5 dzNlaywhgbperations, women and children may have operatedthe dump rake
or loadedhayinto the wagon Thewomanwearsa largesunhat to protect her face
and neck from the sun, women wore older, shorter dressesto perform these
activitiesin orderto avoidgettingtheir clothingcaughtin the machinery 70



HARVEST MOON

N T keiarghebrilliandHarvesMoonwillappeaonthenightof FridaySeptembelr3 reachingeak
fullnessat 1233am. EDTonthe14h So,keepaneyeoutonFridaythe 13hd notforwitchesor

blackcats,butfortheshinindHarvesMoon! OnethingthatsetstheHarvesMoomapartfromother
fullmoomamesgsthati tnd@associateditha specificnonthastheothersare InsteadtheHarvest
Moonrelatego the timingof the autumnalequinox(Septembez2 or 23, withthe full Moonthat

occursiearestotheequinodeingheonetotakeonthenamein H a rMoa@x hismeanghatthe

HarvesMooncanoccuriin eitherSeptembasr Octobergdependingn howthelunarcyclelinesup

withtheGregorianalendar

The HarvestMoondoestypicallyoccurin Septembettakingthe placeof the Full CornMoon
Howevert occasionallgndsn OctobeinsteadreplacingheFullH u n tM@an 6 s

WHYISITCALLEDHEHARVESWVIOON?
ForseveraéveningghemoonriseomesoonaftersunsetThisresultsn anabundancef bright

moonlightearlyin the evening whichwasa traditionadideto farmerandcrewsharvestintheir
summegrowrcropsHencei tcallexthein H a r Moethsd @

71
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https://www.almanac.com/content/full-moon-september
http://www.almanac.com/content/full-moon-october
http://www.almanac.com/content/what-harvest-moon

Hand Corn Seed Planter Garden Seeder

http:// www.ebay.com/itm/like/141911708845?Ipid=82&chn=



http://www.ebay.com/itm/like/141911708845?lpid=82&chn=ps&ul_noapp=true

CHILDREN & the NANTICOKE VALLEY



1902 Nanticoke Creek




1912 Halloween was an exciting time for young
folks, and some of the older children mad trouble
by pulling pranks like putting a wagon on top of
the schoolhouse or tipping over the outhouses.

Christmas 1901
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1910 - Photo by Lee Loomis of his young neighbor, the son of the
pastor of the Maine Baptist church.
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1903

of July 1907
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Onering circus comes to Maine, they set up in the field
next to where Maine Memorial School is today
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G Lthé early190 #h&[ I R AidSocetyat Union CenterUnited Methodist
Churchraised money by putting on Tom Thumbweddingsand supper The
eventswere inspiredby Tom¢ K dzYardsweddingin 1863¢




