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                               Officers 2022 
     President:          Gordon Gottlieb               232-0702 
     Vice President: Joanne Weir                      239-1020  
     Secretary:         Sylvia Ward             242-3523  
     Treasurer:         Judy Kunz             862-3410  
     Fundraising/Special Events:  Jeff Egan    862-5033   
     Media & Content Director: Phil Childs       862-3405  
     Museum Curator:   Sue Lisk                       862-9705 
     Mill Curator:            Luke Kaczynski          239-8009  
     Town of Maine Historian:   Susan H. Lisk 

                             The Board of Trustees*  
Emeritus:  Nancy Berry, Sandy Rozek, Anita Shipway  
2022:      Linda Hansen, Bob Lawler, Rita McKeon   
2023:      Kerin Flannery, Lynn Ross,  Brenda Stolarcyk  
2024:     Bill Austin, Phil Childs, Christine Clifton-Kendall 
  * New positions are voted on each year.  The term of a   

trustee is three years.  This provides for an ever 
changing but ongoing board coverage.  

J. Ralph Ingalls 

school lobby 
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“The following newspaper report was foud in an 1883 scrapbook: "Eighteen hundred and seventeen for a 
good man years referred to as the greatest sap season ever known.  A few days before the seventeenth day 
of April of that year 
there had been a cold 
disagreeable storm 
when it suddenly turned 
very cold.  On the seven-
teenth when it seemed 
too cold for sap to flow 
it commenced to run-
ning and freezing to the 
spouts and continued to 
run till icicles were 
formed from the spouts 
to the tubs as large as a 
man’s arm.  Nor did he 
flow cease when the 
tums were full.  The 
boiling apparatus was 
driven to its full extent 
and the storages were 
filled. The sap still run, 
run ‘til the tubs could 
hold no more.  It is said 
that the sap, that sap lost upon the ground at that sap run raised the waters of the Nanticoke creek.”  In the 
image above, an unidentified man is collecting sap.”  Sue Lisk Images of America Maine and the Nanticoke 
Valley. P. 57 

 “Excursion to the Sap House,” 1973,   During the spring many farms collected sap and made maple syrup.  
This one is possibly the sugar shack behind Mr. Durfee’s farm off of Nanticoke Road. C. Stratton 1973 

SAP SEASON  
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Hello Members and Friends of NVHS, 
 

Spring is right around the corner, and we have an ambitious 
spring, summer, and fall ahead of us. We are going to finish painting at 
the museum, stabilize the waterway underneath the mill, run power to 
the one room schoolhouse, and begin our renovations of the Norton 
Carriage Shops and grounds. The Carriage Shops’ have a unique histo-
ry, and we are excited to put this site back in circulation. 

We are also going to put finishing touches on the pagoda that 
we stabilized and painted last summer. We are awaiting a final proper-
ty line survey from the town to finish the landscaping around the pa-
goda, and thanks to your generous donations, we have set aside money 
to continue to maintain the pagoda over the years. 

As usual we will be hosting our Memorial Day BBQ, the Maine Fest, Plein Air Painting 
classes, and we are hoping to restart our coffeehouses if COVID fades away. We produced 
some new cooking videos and we, are finishing up a new video that features how to make Pa-
per Doll Garland. We’ll continue to produce new videos featuring cooking and crafts. 

We are delighted to offer several book and pamphlet projects that feature photo collec-
tions, spotlights on our sites, and local art, history, and poetry. These are in the final stages, and 
we’ll announce them on our website and Facebook page when they are available. We hope 
you’ll support our projects and purchase some of these when we offer them on our website, at 
our museum and a few other locations; Country Wagon Produce and Hust Roost Farm in Glen 
Aubrey.  

In addition to all the above, we have the opportunity to take over the J Ralph Ingalls 
School. The school has been generously offered to us by Mike McKilligan who passed away 
recently. Mike was a great supporter of the Historical Society and ever the teacher and progres-
sive thinker. He bought the old school when it was in disrepair and has spent thousands of 
hours upgrading it in hopes that the community will start to use it again. Mike was hoping that 
once the gas lines were put in it would be able to be occupied and heated efficiently. The day 
the gas lines were run to J Ralph Ingalls, Mike passed away. He left us with a great opportunity 
and a tremendous challenge. This historical society would like to see the school, which is on 
the National Register of Historic Places, be used in the way Mike dreamed it would be used. 
We will do all we can to preserve the building and create a bustling site for the people in the 
community to enjoy, learn, and celebrate. Not a day goes by that we don’t think of both oppor-
tunities and challenges Mike has put in front of us. As we move forward in this journey, we 
hope you will support our efforts as we work with his estate and many friends to put the site 
back into service for our community. 

I hope the above encourages you to please renew your 2022 membership by going to our 
website or by filling out the form in this newsletter and mailing it.  Also, please think about 
volunteering when we put out calls for help. 

I’d like to welcome our new trustees and officers and thank our ever-loyal former trus-
tees and officers who still help us by continuing to volunteer and advise us. 

 
Thank you, 
Gordie  

PRESIDENTS PAGE 
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BECOME A MEMBER 
Together we will make a difference! 

 The Nanticoke Valley Historical Society has been an active part of the community since 1969. 
Our members make up a vibrant group of individuals and businesses who are interested in preserving the his-
tory and the historic sites within the Nanticoke Valley and Broome County, New York. 

 These are just a few of the benefits you will receive as a member: •  
Invitation to attend special member-only events • 
 Priority notification and registration for events, 
 presentations, field trips and workshops •  
Discounts on select publications •  
Subscription to the NVHS’s digital  Newsletter • 
 Opportunity to become involved with restoration projects and a variety of programs and events  
• Build a sense of community belonging as you share experiences and ideas with other friendly and knowl-
edgeable people • 
 Be an active part of the growing number of people who value and study our local history! 
  

Please join us as, together, we delve into our past in the hopes of bettering the future of our community. In the 
words of one of our members: “I joined the NVHS so that I can support a place where my children can see 
and experience what it was like during the times that my grandparents lived here. We are so lucky to have 
these historical buildings in our town. ” JM 
 Memberships renew on a yearly basis each January, however, members are welcome to join at any time dur-
ing the year.  
Please call Joanne at 607  239-1020 if you have any questions about joining. 
Nanticoke Valley Historical Society of Maine, NY Our 53nd Year   

OUR INNOVATIVE PROGRAMMING CONTINUES ONLINE 
 For the time being we will continue to provide virtual programming to you through our 
popular online "Cooking Up the Creek" video series. Just in case you missed "A Heart 
Healthy Pie Crust" or "How to Make Kolachki Cookies," please be sure to visit our 
website to view these easy 'how-to" videos. We will soon be releasing the newest episode 
featuring Sandy Rozek and the art of making paper dolls. Please watch our Facebook page 
and website for up to date information as new releases are available to view.  
 If you've got an idea for an episode and would like to participate in a video presenta-
tion highlighting something you enjoy doing, please contact Joanne Weir at 607-239-1020 
or jweir551@gmail.com. This program is specifically intended to preserve cooking, crafting, 
gardening (and more!) techniques of a time past. Help us keep these traditions alive! Film-
ing can take place in your home, at the museum, or at some other appropriate and convenient 
location.  

mailto:jweir551@gmail.com
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 The next time you drive past Death Valley Road you might 

spot “the old stranger”.  He was been part of the area, walking the 

road, since it was first formed, ask him why Death Valley? And he 

will tell you all about the stories that existed for over one hundred 

years .   OR you 

can read the His-

toric Marker 

which our histori-

an Sue Lisk ob-

tained from a 

grant she applied 

for to the Pome-

roy Foundation, 

Legends & Lore 

roadside markers.   It was dedicated October 16, 2021 when “the old stranger” (Luke Kaczyn-

ski) spoke to about 75 interested town members who showed up to hear all the stories. 

Thank you Luke and Sue.  

NEXT YEAR MARKS THE TOWN'S DEMISEMISEPTCENTENNIAL (175th Anniversary) 
 
 NVHS Trustee Lynn Ross and Vice President Joanne Weir will co-chair the Town of 
Maine's 175th anniversary celebration in 2023. The historical society will be working closely 
with the Town, community members, our schools and businesses to develop a weekend of fun 
for the entire community. The event will take place next year on Memorial Day weekend, May 
26. 27 and 28. Festivities will include a host of activities including a town parade, a communi-
ty musical production, a beard growing contest, house and garden tours, old time games, a din-
ner and square dance, and much much more! 
 We are at the early planning stages and are welcoming individuals who are willing to 
take an active role as committee chairs. There are many opportunities to become a part of this 
historical event - how would you like to help? Please contact Lynn 748—1665 or Joanne  239-
1020 to sign up or discuss any questions or ideas.  

     Semiquincentennial.  
 
 We will also join the rest of the United States in celebrating the 250th anniversary of the 
American Revolution in 2026, also called the Semiquincentennial. New York State’s plans 
are already in the works for this event. As Town of Maine Historian one of the activities I am 
planning to do is apply for a grant for a marker commemorating the Revolutionary War veter-
ans buried in Maine Cemetery. 
                   We will be enjoying these events in no time.  Sue Lisk 
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“Going to school in the fifties”  
by 

 

Sylvia Ward 
  

                    Who was Ollie Ketchum? 
 
 Back when I grew up in grade school, I had the misfortune of sporting a unusual name, which 
opened the door to teasing. My name was Sylvia Wasylysyln, which was quickly changed to “Silver 
Wash the dishes” thanks to the McGregor clan up the road. Oh 
and it was not that I was totally innocent, for I too indulged in 
my share of the translation of names to my fellow victims. Well 
that’s what kids did back then. 
 Back in the 1950’s we had men bus drivers, women did 
not come on board until early 60’s if my memory served me 
correctly. There was Lawrence Walter, Ivan Lee, Colburn 
Young, Carl Harmon and Burt Nelson to name a few. I’m sure 
it included some Corsons and Kaczynski too. Their main job 
was to get us to and from school safely, not to involve too 
much in the bus drama, within reason. With a name like mine, I 
was thankful I was the last to be picked up and the first to get 
off. So the torment was limited!  
 Well then I got new glasses, being so proud because I 
now looked studious and smart! Which was short lived when 
“Ralphie” got a look at them. The name changing took a back 
seat as his eyes lit up and announced to the whole bus, that I 
looked like an “owl” ! Oh but that was not good enough, it then 
evolved to “owl lee”! Then on to “Ollie Ketchum” “Yes” he 
exclaimed, above the noise and clamor, “that’s it! Ollie Ketch-
um”. This went on day after day, week after week! I soon hated those glasses, as much as he loved 
picking on me about them. I would stomp past him muttering “shut up Ralphie” as I would think to 
myself “who the heck was Ollie Ketchum anyway!” My mind just assumed he was a old crotchety 
man in town with spectacles. For many years I carried this self-imposed image as I grew up. Loathing 
those glasses, loathing the name “Ollie Ketchum” 
 But many years later, I was perusing a book the Nanticoke Valley Historical Society put      
together, lo and behold there in front of my eyes was a picture of Ollie Ketchum!!!!! As I pondered 
and gazed upon the page, I came to the full realization this was quite an astute and accomplished 
man. He was a town justice, town clerk, town historian and s lineman for the phone company. But no 
glasses, where are the glasses? Did he sport them in his later years? Or was the “owl” image so strong 
that a kid had naturally gravitated to the name “Ollie”. Who knows? And it was not like I was crip-
pled and needed counseling for years because of it. Back then we had a saying “sticks and stones may 
break my bones but words will never hurt me” 
 But words can have a lasting impression that may tarnish our own self-image. My whole per-
spective was polished and shined that day many years later as I gazed and read that little historical 
book about Ollie Ketchum.  Back then bullying took a different form. You could escape it just by 
stepping off the bus. Not today, it’s ugly fingers dig deeper and follow you into your home. The con-
venience of a hand held device can keep the torment going 24/7 if we let it. These devices are de-
signed to be attractive and addictive, which makes it hard to put down. Have one in my hand right 
now! We need to protect our children and be diligent in what is put in their mind. As a man thinketh 
so is he. Clean eating is not just for your body but for your mind too! 
Oh by the way Ralphie now wears glasses! 

Ollie Ketchum 
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IN MEMORIAM   

  

                    

  
Dale C. Berry   August 16th 2021  

 Michael T. "Mike" McKilligan   November 29th  2021  

NVHS  new publications available soon: 

1. Poetry from a small town  Maine, NY 1860’s—2021   Over one hundred pages of po-

etry written by members of the community.  This includes childrens poetry developed 

this year. In a project sponsored by Broome County Arts Council . 

2. Maine, NY Through the Eyes of an Artist .  Plein air  ar tists 2019 –2021  Over 30 

original painting of the hamlet and countryside.  Support from Broome County Airs 

Council  

3. &  4. Two new pamphlets cover ing the history of; the 1845 one room school house 

and our 1850 museum building.  

   PLANNING AHEAD FOR 2023—Sue Lisk 
 It’s never too early to plan for the 175th anniversary edition of  
 HISTORY IN THE HEADSTONES-MAINE FOUNDING FATHERS, 
One of the activities planned for the 175th events. Once again our costumed 
actors will be back to tell about our early pioneers that settled in our area. 
Several of these hardy souls are buried in Maine Cemetery and will share 
their story of their interesting lives with you. Last year was our first trip 
back in time. I am sure this time will be even better and more exciting! 
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Niagara Falls 3.1968 
Mountain Birch  3.1969  Painting #339 

 The Cyrus Gates 

Farmstead on Old Nanticoke 

road was listed on the Na-

tional Register of Historical 

Places in 1999 and its fame  

as a stop on the underground 

railroad is well known. This 

role started in 1848 and con-

tinued until 1865.  However 

this is not about this historic 

locations underground rail-

road station but about its 

outhouse.  It was listed as 

the largest family outhouse 

in Broome county.  This four seater has stood proudly on this property for over one hundred 

and seventy years!  

 “These paintings were given to NVHS on December 15th by Roxanne Smith from Whit-
ney Point. Mountain Birch  was painted  May 22,1969 and was a wedding gift From Mr. 
Stratton to Roxanne and her husband. The other one was commissioned by her parents Niag-
ara Falls painted 3-18-68. Clarence Stratton’s daughter, was of friend of the family. Roxanne's 
dad worked at a lumber yard and was the source of the Masonite that Clarence used for his 
paintings.”   S. Lisk   C. Stratton created over 400 paintings during his short art career.  

From the Curator  Sue Lisk 
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