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“Ir eas been said thar, at its best, preservation engages the
pastin a conversation with the presemt over a muinal con-

cern for the future.”
Wil 1. Mindagh, fost Eesper of the National Remster for Histonie Places

Schoolhouse No. 4 m 1999 located at the comer of
Cafferty Hill audd E. Campvalle Roads. It was active
from 1845 unul 1942, The buildine was donated by
Diane and Larry Thomton.
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Edward R. Pomeroy (Sept 1977)
Collection of Nanticoke Valley Historical Society

The members of the origmal 1999 Schoolhouse Com-
mittee were: Michele Knaul and Pat Staccom (Co-
Chairs). Naney Berry. Irene Hall. Mary Materese, Jen
Palmer and Joanne Weir. This conunittee, comprised of
Mame Memonal Elementary School teachers and
NVHS members. decided that a one room schoolhouse
would be a grear addition to the communiry. The NVHS
donated the land located ar 14 Nanticoke Road to the
project. The group fust discussed buildig a new “old”

one room school but costs and building codes made this
1cdea uupla-:tlLﬂi Thev then searched the area for any old
schoolhouses that could be relocated to the town of
Maine, Schoalhouse No. 4. wlhich was firsr built and
used i the Tioga County School District, was available.
In 1845 this original location was part of Tioga County
but today 1t 15 part of Broome County, The town of
Mame was formed on March 27. 1848 when 1t was sep-
arated trom the town of Unmion.
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One-Room Schoolhouses:

Maine had eleven schoolhouses (districts) until they were
consolidated in 1938 and the Mane Central School (1-9) on
Church Streer was built. A second school was located in Un-
ion Center (1-4). Mame students who wished to continue on
10 high school could enroll in Endicott or Jolmson City, how-
ever they had to provide their own transportation.

Schools had rwo separate smrances- one for the girls and one
for the boys.

Grirls sar on one side of the room,

The voungest stdents sat closest to the teacher, In School-
house No. 4 visitors will notice that desks are of varving siz-
es for different aged children.

Grades 1 through § were taught by the same teacher,

The school day started at 800 AM and went unti] 4:00 PM
Students atriving later were required to wair outside unril re-
cess to be let inside,

It was common for smdents to walk to school each day.
sometimes a distance of 2 or more miles.

Inn cold weather students might bring a baked potato in their
pockets to keep thewr hands warmy They placed the poratoes
ol the stove until hunch time,

Typical subjects included reading. writing and arithmetic.
sometines called the three o's: reading. ‘riting ‘mtlunetic.
(see School Days song on page 12

Arithumeric was raught by memorizarion (flash cards).

Small slates were used mstead of paper.

Pemmanship was an important subjecr,

When a smdenr was answering a quesnon they stood next to
their desk.

Discipline was very unportaul. Pumsinuent nught mclude
weanng a dunce cap, gething a hand struck with a hickory
stick. standing in the front of the class with one’s nose touch-
ing a circle on the black board, or domg chores.

It the weather was favorable. outdoor recess (15 minures)
was held in the moming and the afternoon.

Lunch was whatever the smdents bronght from home. A
drnking bucket of warer was filled either from a stream or
well and an outhouse was available.

Schools rarely had books besides the Bible.

MeGuity Readers were published from 1836 until around
1920 and were used for grades 1 througl 6 mstruction.

In addition ro acadenyics, teachers taught morals. honesty.
cowrage. kindness. and beliavior to their studeints,
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At the Seprember meenng, Bery Welch led a program
on the 4 room “old school no.1” of Maine located on Church
Steel. Other fonuer students of that buildng assisted m
providing a good picture of what it was like to go to school
there. It is often confusing ro people visiting our linle one
room school No 4. to hear that there was not actually & one
roomi school withm the hamlet of Mame but rather it was a
four room school. Ar the same time there were swrounding
one roots schiools, and each was considered a dismict in irself
They were: Bowers Corners, Tiona. Gates Neighborhood. Al-
lentown, Mownt Ettrick, East Maine. Brocket Hollow. Pollard
Hill and Broughamown. In Union Center there was a 6 room
school These all centralized larer (1938) mio whar became
known as the Maine Central Schools, In 1833 there weve rec-
ords whicl referred 10 this building on Chusch St being i use.
In 1900 ro 1902 the Church St. school was renovared owside
and in. At that time the Jarge meering room with stage. upstairs
was changed. to make two more ¢lassrooms. and making it the
6 classroom school. Many reminiscences shed light on the
school davs of the Old Maine School. Walking all the way
down King Hill introduced a number of Kids 10 frost bite. On
the other hand they were able to slide down the snowy road on
hand sleighs, all the way to school. (the road was somewhar
different ar the lower end then), Going back home, the sleighs
could carry what they needed to take home, even though they
must pull the sleds up hill all the way.

When the schools all became centralized in the 1938
rime frame. it was decided to build a new building where the
Old Mamne School stood. In order 1o do that they lifted the
building onro rollers and moved it back far enough 1o allow
the building of the new building (whar would come 10 be
called J. Ralph Ingalls) in front of it. It was observed that there
were no complications caused by a need to move plumbing
and such things, as the same outhouses snll stood outside and
could continue to be used. Fonmer students remembered that
the old building was actually vsed n irs new place varil the
new building was ready.” from NVHS nowslerter 2009
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The monument to honor Dr. Clement Bowers
From an article in Tempo of the Times, May 19760

Dr. Clement Gray
Bowers (1893-1973). The
plaque says “In Memory of
Clement G. Bowers. Ph. D.,
Botamst. Educator. Friend
and Neighbor.”

His obituary lists hum
as an educator. author, re-
searcher. plant hybndizer,
planter and professor at
Harpur College for 8 years.
Member of the Broome
County Planning board for
25 vears, president of the Mame School board durmg
rime of centralizanion and was largely responsible for
the architecture of 1. R. Ingalls School. Foumding mem-
ber of Mane Kiwams Club and Nanucoke Valley His-
torical Society. His book “Rhedodendrons and azal-
cas : their origins, cultivation and development : with
illus. m color by Franck Taylor Bowers and Clement
Gray Bowers, and pen drawings by the author Bowers,
Clement Gray, 1936

The monument was erected by the Maine
Kiwanis Club with support from the Nanticoke Valley
Historical Society. The bell is from the old Maine Cen-
tral School located on Church St. It was dedicated on
the lawn of J. Ralph Ingalls School m 1976 duning the
towns Iicentenmal celebration. When the school was
sold by the MESD the monument and bell were moved
to 14 Nanticoke Road. The monument was moved and
put m place by the town of Maine Highway Depart-
ment, A portrait of Dr. Bowers 15 shown on page 8.




Dr. Clement Bowers
pamted by Plulip Parr
as he would appear in
1950, Note the
Rhododendron m the
background mdicating
lus acadenuc research

area.

Minnie LaTourette (1873-1957)
was a teacher at the Bomit Hill
school No. 4. She was 17 when
she took the position

RULES FOR TEACHERS — 18005 Svle
» Teachers each day will fill lamps, clean chimneys.

& Each teachar will Bring a bucket of water and a scuttle of coal for the day’s
SRS

* Make your pent carefully. You may whitile nibs 1o the individual taste of the
supils.

* fign teachars may take one avaning each week for COUFting purposes, or Two
avenings a woeok if thoy go to church regularly.

= After ten hours in school the teachers may spend the remaining thme reading
the Bible or other good books.

» Women teachers who marry or engage in unseemly conduct will be dismissed.
» Every teacher should lay aside from each pay a goodly sumof his earmdng for Tus
benefit during his dechining years 50 that he will not become a burden on soclaty.
» Any Teacher who smaokes, uses lgquor In any form, freguents pool ar public halls,
or gets shaved in & barbar shop will give good reasan to suspect his warth,
intenhion, integhity, and honssty

» The teacher who performs his labor faithfully and without fault for Five years
will be given an increace of twenty.-five cents per waek in his pay, providing the
Board of Education approves.



C Lauibde
Although the frontier wias famous forits pure democracy, the pioneers had a
different standard for their schools. The teacher was in charge and they expected
him/her to enforce rulea to keep order. Disciplinve was strict]
Childreny were made to stand in live and march 1o and from their desk. Pupils had
Lo stand in line In renl of the teacher to reche, In some classes, they could not
even smile of lurn Thelr heads
I the stucent broke one of the many riles, there were several forms of punishmes
A terula, which was a rod or ruler 1510 18 inches long, was used by the teacher o
children who misbehaved. if they giggled were inatténtive, or recited poorly, they
recelved three or four ight blows on the meaty part of the palm,
Heally bad hehavior was punished by shars raps across the shoulders and back:
Lisually, it was the older boys who recelved the whippings, Girls were made (o sit
in the corner on & ane-legged stoof called the "uniped™.
Some of the other forms of punishmant wera:
1 The dunce eap for pupils who did not rocis well.
2 Loss of recess for thase whe were tardy,
3. Cleaning the floor if the pupil littered or spit.
A Writing a sentence | will ngt.. " 100 timas after misbehaving.
5, Standing with one's nose Inside a circle drawn on the blackboord,
E. Woarst of all a boy made to sit by s gird # he mish=haved

Taken from One-Room Schools of Knox County,
by the Knox Connty Retired Teachers Association

The Pledge of Allegiance was writfen i August 1892 by
the socialist miister Francis Bellamy (1855-1931). Ir was original-
Iy published in The Youth's Companion on September 8, 1892, Bel-
lamy had hoped thar the pledze would be nsed by citizens in any
counmy. In its original fonn it read:

"T pledzge allegiance to my Flag and (he Republic for which it
stands, one natow. indivisible. with liberty and justice for all."

In 1923, the words, “the Flag of the United States of America”
were added. AT thus mne i read:

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United Startes of Amenca
and to the Republic for which it stands. one nation. indivisible.
with liberty and justce for all.

In 1954, i response to the Conumunist threat of the fimes,
President Eisenhower encowaged Congress 1o add. the words
"imder God." creanng the 31-word pledge we say roday. Bellamy's
danighter abjected to this alteration. Today it reads:

"I pledge allegiance 1o the flag of the United States of America,
and to the t'epilh]it for which it stands, one nation under God,
Indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

wirwt isliisrory. erg/dociments. pledgpe. hitm



The Tin Dipper
By Margaret Neel

It hung on a pail that stood on a stool
Bv the door of an old-time country school.

And the water it dipped was cool and sweet
And fresh as mountain dew in the schoolrooms heat.
The handle was long and its cup was battered
But 1o sharing children all that mattered
Was the clear. cool drink that would quench the thirst

Of the lucky youngster that reached 1t first.
And never was water so good, so cool
As dipped from the pail of that country school.

Along with the schoolhiouse or another day
The common dipper hias passed away.
But on warm days it’s good to think

Of that old tin dipper’s refreshing drnk
From the shimng pail, on the wooden stool
By the door of an old-tune country school.

Thanks to Philip Parr for informing us of this poem and
The Crooked Lake Review, Fall 1999, No. 113
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The National Anthem

“On September 14, 1814, Francis Scott Kev
pens a poem whicl is later set to music and i 1931
becomes America’s narional anthem, “The Srtar-
Spangled Banner.” The poem. originally titled “The
Defense of Fort M'Henrv.” was wntten after Key
witnessed the Marvland fort being bombarded by the
British during the War of 1812,

Before 1931, other songs served as the hynms of
U.S. officialdom. "Hail, Columbia” served this purpose ar
official funcuions for most of the 19th centuy. "My Coun-
try, "Tis of Thee". whose melody 1s identical to "God Save
the Queen”, the United Kmgdom's national anthem, also
served as a de facto national anthem.” President Herbert
Hoover signed a resolution declanng “The star-spangled
Banner™ as the national anthem i 1931,

Rt mrithis-day-in:hstong

200201812,

This desk was manufacrured by Sears Roebuck & Company.
(Chicago, Iinois. Note the ink well on the desktop. The school
wonld contain desks sized to fir smdents in grades | to 8.
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Schm;;lhouse No. 4

10 years in Maine
Sunday, September 26, 2010

“School Days”
Lvries by Will D, Cobb and Music by Gus Edwards

1907
Eetpsskede machs aully pov pasvessongs childnens scheol-dam-schioal dasind e hasn

School days, school days
Dear old Gelden Rule davs
Reading and ‘rinng and ‘nthmenc
Taught to the nue of the lnck'rv stick
You were my queen m calico
[ was vour bashiful, barefoot beau
And you wrote on my slate, “I Love You, Joe™
When we were a couple o' Kids.
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FARM LIFE IN THE '208:

A BUMPER CROP OF MEMORIES
By JOHN SILLICK,

April 23, 2000 (https://buffalonews.com/)

“The dishes were cleared trom the table and the cofiee served.
My father-m-law, Charhie. who's been visiting with us. had
helped me nuboli a front loader assembly from a tractor, Now ir
was good just to sit at the table and talk. I steered the conversa-
tion toward Ius boyhood ou a firm in the Southemm Tier,

In 1928, when Charlie was &, lus parents. Frank and Anna,
moved the fanuly from town to a fammn they had bought up on

Bownt Hill, Life was different in the country, Charlie smiled as
lie told stories about the one-room school that he and lus five
siblings artended, a three-mile walk from home, He reinem-
bered how Gus. who came in early to start the fire in the stove.
soletintes took it upon limsel! 1o discourage troublemakers
from intermpring class.

The school featured a hot-lunch program. The students brought
whatever food they conld spare at home, and then the class put
1t together as a soup or stew. sinunering it on the stove as they
did their moming lessons.

His father, n jolly man who served as school tstee, [abeled it
the "Bring your lunch and we'll Lielp youeat it" system

Charlie liked the school: "By the time you got to the next grade,
you already kuew a lor of the marerial from overhearing it

The anthaor s father<in-law lived an Borne Hill and attended
Sehoolhonse No. 4. His vefloctions paint a picture of whar life
was (ke back Hren,

Alaing Cenimal 4-foom schoolhouss-ca 15833 on Chirch St_re:f. This i5 ihe
building mentioned m e article on page 5.
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This map drawn in 1866 shows the town of Maine.
Notice that both Lewis Street and McGregor Avenue
hiad vet 1o be constructed. To the north 1s the location
of Bowers Corners. The major north/south road 1s
Nanticoke Road and at Tiona Road vou can turn sight
(east) and cross Nanncoke creek A one-room school-
house (No, 8) was located m Bowers Comers on Tiona

Road (see map). Tlus structure stull exists and it was
moved m 1939 to the north side of the Bowers home
It 15 connected to the main house via a mnway and was
used as a study and guest honse by Clement Bowers.
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The roof was removed before it was transported. A new
foundation was powed and later covered b}* local
stope ., The foundation was raised due to the fact that
the school 1s located m a flood zone.

Part of the crowd at the September 2000 dedication and
openmg of Schoolhiouse No. 4. In the front row are (lefl

to right); Manon Gallagher. Ester Frazier. Jenmfer Eber
and Mary Srevens.
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1845 flae that flew over Schoolhouse No. 4

The 27-Star Flag: “This Flag became the Official Unit-
ed States Flag on July 4, 1845, A star was added for the
admssion of Flonda and was to last for only 1 vear. The
only President to serve nnder this flag was James Polk.”
www.chamberofconunerce.org/usflag/

the 27 star flag html The Mamme American Legion Post
1390 donated the 27-star flag wlich 1s flown over the

schoolhouse,

“By law, a star 15 added to
the LS. flag on the 4th of
July followmg the adnous-
ston of a state to the nmon,
The next change of flag o¢-
curred when the state of
Texas entered in 1846 It is
unportant to note that no
Amencan flag ever be-
comes obsolete. This flag is
still a legal flag and may be
floom at any tme”
www.chmmberofcominerce,
the.28. star.tlag.hitml
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