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Nanticoke Valley Historical Society 
 
 

2017 Newsletter # 3 September edited by Phil Childs 

                           Officers 2017 

  President:       Philip M. Childs   862-3405 

  Vice President:       Anita Shipway 

  Secretary:       Carla Sullivan      862-5385 

  Treasurer:       Sandy Halliday    862-3470 

  Museum Curator:   Sue Lisk               862-9705 

  Mill Curator:            Tom Kotasek       862-3636 

                             The Board of Trustees* 

2017:  Nancy Berry, Sandy Rozek, Pat Stacconi 

2018:  Lucas Kaczynski, Rita McKeon,  Clark Gardner 

2019: Gordie Gottlieb, Rachael Lawler,  Cyrena Summers 

  * New positions are voted on each year.  The term of a      

trustee is three years.  This provides for an ever changing 

but ongoing board coverage.  
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Upcoming Events for NVHS this fall 
 Monday 9.18 7 PM Lil Ames, Nancy Berry & Sandy Rozek 

Revisit Early NVHS Celebrations:  1973 125th Town Cele-
bration and building of the Pagoda, 1976 Americas Bicen-
tennial and  new Publication revealed “The Pagoda”. 

 Thursday 10.5 1-3 pm Lyceum Course 
www.binghamton.edu/tiel/community/lyceum.html $5.00 
contact to register for this course about some of the early 
settlers of Maine to a commuter town 1795—1922 

 Monday 10.16 7 PM Open Power Point Maine NY from 
settlers to farmers to commuters 1790 –1922 

 November Veteran’s Day Dinner at Friends Diner—more 
details to come 

 Monday 11.20 7 PM— Meet the McGregor’s stories of the 
Town of Maine as told by Nancy McKeon. Person stories 
and remembrances of a major town of Maine family. 

 Monday 12.18 7PM  Not sure about the program yet but we 
are workin’ on it.  Check our website for information  
www.nanticokevalleyhistoricalsociety.com 

*** ALSO We will have a Roadside Marker for Pitcher’s 

Grist Mill delivered this fall.  When it comes in we will be 
planning an event to celebrate the installation of the sign! 
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   “While the solar eclipse of 2017 did bring near-totality (full sun cov-
erage) to central New York, we will end up only seeing about 70% of 
the sun covered by the moon. The next solar eclipse will be much 
different. 
   The next time North America sees a total solar eclipse will be in 7 
years, but it will be much more special because the path of the 
eclipse will travel directly through New York State. 
    Great American Eclipse.com is reporting that on Monday April 8, 
2024 another total solar eclipse will take place, and this time the path 
will cut almost perfectly through the center of New York State, giving 
Central New Yorkers the opportunity to see complete coverage of 
the sun.”  Maine, NY will be 95% of totality. Buffalo 100 % 

 

1910 

2017 

Church Street 

http://bigfrog104.com/tags/solar-eclipse
https://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/april-8-2024/
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1907 - Original “Pagoda “ was torn down in 1928.  It was in the middle of Main 

Street. The Taylor House is now the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Church hall  

Built in 1973, as part of the 125th anniversary of the town of         

Maine celebration, by Clarence Ames and friends.  Lil Ames    

donated the “Pagoda” and the land it sits onto the town .  

**An original NVHS publication by Nancy Berry along 

with Sandy Rozek will be available for purchase this year It 

will include archival photos and new ones telling the story 

of the original Pagoda, the 1973 one built for the towns 

125th anniversary, the creation of the town seal and motto 

and how we Maniacs use the Pagoda today.  
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1976 Bicentennial Celebration. 

Do you  recognize George and 

Martha Washington?  

Those who served in WWII memorial.  It was locat-

ed in front of Maine Memorial Elementary School 

for years.  This summer when work was being done 

for a new septic system at the school, the monument 

was moved and given to the Town of Maine.  

Where will it wind up? 
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TREASURES FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Sue Lisk  

nvhscurator@hotmail.com 

 

      2017 marks the 100th anniversary of America's 

entry into the great war, WWI. I was going through 

a magazine in our collection of May 13, 1921 

AMERICAN LEGION WEEKLY. It included an 

article about the arrival of a funeral ship bearing the 

remains of 6,000 American soldiers. This was the 

transport, US Wheaten that arrived in Hoboken, 

N.J. on May 16, 1921. It carried bodies of soldiers 

that died on battlefields in France in 1918 and were 

buried in temporary cemeteries near where they 

fell. Their caskets were placed in shipping cases, 

covered with the American flag and carefully 

placed in the ship's hold for transport to the United 

States. The Wheaton was one of many funeral 

ships. The crossing of this particular ship brought 

the largest number of American dead from overseas 

at one time. 

      The War Department gave families the choice of 

having their loved ones buried in France or Repatri-

ation. The number of dead military overseas was 76,640. At that time in 1921 there were re-

quests to repatriate 45,000 bodies home but that number changed over time. Clearly, the end 

of WWI on November 11, 1918 was not the end of the sorrow felt by family members left 

behind. 

     Many of our residents in Maine participated in this war. In our collection is a photo of the 

Pottorff brothers. From the left they are, Charles, Clarence, and Irvine. Irvine lived in Maine. 

In 2009 the Pottorff family donated to the Historical Society two photos and a number of 

WWI artifacts that belonged to one of the brothers. 

IN MEMORIAM  

 George E. Ludington — July 1, 2017 

 Donald “Dutch” Magill April 6, 2017 

  Barbara Puls Mattison — September 6, 2017  
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Cyrena Summers Art Show 

Family, Friends and Flowers   June 18, 

  The Janet W. Bowers Museum houses a restored, period gallery space with 15' walls and 10' 

ceilings nestled within the historical society exhibits. A select number of art shows are hosted 

during the spring and summer months. If you are interested in exhibiting, please contact us for 

more details.  

  A separate event room with kitchen facilities is also available at the museum for special occa-

sions and meetings.  

  For further information, please contact us by email 

at TheMaineSpaceGallery@gmail.com, or by phone at 607-239-1020.  

Two Art  Shows This Year       Sponsored by a Grant from Broome County Arts Council  

      Corey Adams of Davis College and Anita Ship-
way at our August meeting where Corey gave a 
presentation about the history of Davis College.  He 
mentioned that the hymnal edited by John A. Davis 
contains many celebrated hymns: No Night 
There written by the school’s first president, John R. 
Clement. God Will Take Care of You which was 
written by the Martins  and it was included in John 
A. Davis’ song book Songs of Redemption and 
Praise.  It was copyrighted by John A. Davis.  

mailto:TheMaineSpaceGallery@gmail.com


7 

    The Maine Space Gallery at the Janet W, Bowers Museum hosts an exhibit entitled “Common 

Thread: a collaborative art exhibition by Martine Barnaby, Kim Hayden and Kellie Smith.” The muse-

um is open through October 8 on Sundays from 1-4 PM and by appointment by calling 607-862-3405. 

The Maine Space Gallery is supported in part by grant funding from the Broome County Arts Council.  

    With a common summer agenda of wanting to spend time reconnecting with their art making, these 

mixed media artists join forces in this exhibition of current work. The intention is to create art as an 

exploration and contemplation of their lives as women, mothers, teachers, therapist, and artists. 

Through the unfolding of images and conversations between the artists, they uncover...common 

threads.  

 

“COMMON 

THREAD” 

ART SHOW 
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Just a sneeze shouts through the air – perhaps a block away.  

Inner monologue begins as yard work goes astray.  

Yards in summer hear sweet tales - beginnings, middles, ends.  

The endings never make us stop replaying names of friends.  
 

That’s what history is – a living movie screen -  

not a stationary moment, but a mobile, changing scene -  

a panoramic snapshot of what has gone before -  

bond of searching, finding, keeping - what we had then, and more. 
  

Why are we here today – nearly fifty years have passed?  

Themes for kindred gatherings – conversations last and last.  

Those at the start had purpose as they saw tomorrow from today -  

eager souls with dreams and goals of what we’d do along the way.  
 

The sneezes of the neighbors punctuate the steamy air.  

Once again we think of days when relatives were there.  

We’re not all here to carry on what they began together.  

But little sounds remind us of our stretched and tightened tether. 
 

Some have been the dreamers drawing pictures in their minds –  

not just what they saw or heard, but creations of all kinds -  

endless woven patterns and familiar melodies –  

sung to thriving saplings as they grew to family trees.  
 

To save our years and grow the seeds of how our town was made –  

our predecessors chose to share the stories and games played.  

They bid us toss them carefully to those who calmly wait -  

the watchers in the outfield, the catchers at home plate.  
 

We remember how we started, just a few, then grew by bounds -  

The stalwart group whom some have said they fear will rule the town –  

Such unity would bring us far – a noble aspiration,  

Reaching smart solutions - opinioned admiration.  
 

We thank you all for your support for what we’ve planned and tried –  

not always in agreement, but with gusto and with pride.  

We thank you for your boldness - confidence we can’t deny -  

awareness of what’s gone before - stretching to the sky.  
 

Our society is constant – our members strong and true.  

Promise you’ll not let us go – we’ve not forgotten you.  

Where we were – where we are - where we hope to be –  

never slowing – ever growing - moving history.  

 Nanticoke Valley Historical Society Charter Day picnic July 16, 2017 (Sandy Rozek) 

Original  
Emblem  
Clarence  
Stratton  

1969 
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Original 

Members 

NVHS 

 1970 
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Binghamton– the 6th district of 12 campaign districts in NY  

Centenary M.E. Church on Court Street 1913 New York State Woman Suffrage Association Conven-
tion held in Binghamton, Oct 14-17. Meetings were held at Centenary M.E. Church. Mrs. Helen B. Owens, 
of Ithaca, was elected as director of 6th district, and Margaret C. Topliff was elected as Binghamton Direc-
tor.  
100 Henry Street, Binghamton Where first district director for Binghamton’s Women’s Campaign, Marga-
ret C. Topcliff, lived.  
50 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Binghamton Meeting spot for Votes for Women Club Today, Chinese restau-
rant on the first floor, in the years 1914-1915, a meeting area for local women to discuss getting the right to 
vote.  
63 St. John Ave, Binghamton In 1916, Lillian Huffcut became the director of the 6th District, and cam-
paigned in the Kilmer building. In 1918 she became a member of the State Executive Committee, Wom-
en’s Suffrage Party, and later became in the director of the Executive Committee of the League of Women 
voters in 1919.  
Kilmer Building, 43 Chenango Street The meeting place for the 6th Campaign District, New York State 
Women Suf-frage Party in 1916.  
112-114 Court Street , Binghamton (building Demolished, now a parking ramp) In 1916 the Broome 
County area was divided into two districts, and their headquarters were located in a building that operated 
a store for handmade goods, but has since been demolished and turned into the Security Mutual Parking 
Ramp.  
102 Oak Street, Binghamton Catherine R. Batroo, 2nd Assembly District Director resided. She became 
the 1st elected women in the Broome County Republican Committee. She went on to found the Bing-
hamton Society of Fine Arts, and served as President and Museum Director at the Library. The museum 
has relocated to Roberson museum, 30 Front St, Binghamton.  
Binghamton Clothing Company, 17 Wall Street The Binghamton Clothing Company was located in a 
former cigar factory on Wall Street, and produced men's overalls. The employees, mostly young women, 
were hard at work in the four-story building on that Tuesday afternoon.”  

 

 

 

 

“Members of the Broome-Tioga Suffrage Anniversary Committee gather in front of the Courthouse at the 

start of an Aug. 19 event in Tioga County that celebrated the 100 Year Anniversary of a women’s right to 

vote. (Photo by Wendy Post) “  From Owego Pennysaver Press http://www.owegopennysaver.com/PS/  
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