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September 24, 2024 

To: Florida Department of Environmental Protection  

My name is Matt Williams and I am the General Manager of East Coast Wells and Pump Services and a 

licensed well driller operating out of the St. Johns River Water Management District. I am writing to 

formally oppose the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s proposed regulatory strategy 

and new rules to restore the Lower Sante Fe and Ichetucknee Rivers, specifically prohibiting new private 

residential Floridian Aquifer irrigation wells. While I recognize the necessity of protecting these 

waterways, I have serious concerns about the strategy’s overall impacts to property owners, water well 

contractors and small businesses.  

The proposed regulations would significantly impact private property rights and result in substantial 

financial strain for property owners. Restricting access to Floridian Aquifer private wells and forcing 

them to connect to public water systems adversely affects homeowners while favoring larger industries 

and municipalities. It is crucial that the proposed rule takes into account the livelihoods and property 

rights of residential landowners.  

The proposed restrictions are particularly concerning for the well drilling industry. Our company 

employs approximately 12 individuals and has been in business for 20+ years. Any reduction in well 

drilling activity would lead to job losses and a decline in business revenues, which in turn would hurt the 

local economy. Again, this rule will only prove to be detrimental to small businesses while increasing 

income for municipalities.  

In addition to my concerns above, I am also a long standing member of the Florida Ground Water 

Association and fully agree and support their position on this matter.  

I appreciate the opportunity to provide input and strongly urge the agency to consider the negative 

impact on homeowners, water well contractors and small businesses the proposed regulations would 

cause. Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 

Matt Williams  
General Manager 
East Coast Wells & Pump Services 
matt@eastcoastwells.com  
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