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WOMEN’S DAY

was lucky to grow up
sailing with both my
mom and my dad.
While my dad was
always a bit more willing
to head out in the dinghy
when it was raining and
blowing 20 knots, I always
knew my mom as a compe-
tent and confident boater
who could handle herself
out on the water. As I grew
older and saw other couples
interacting on their boats,
my mom’s abilities and
confidence became a source
of pride. She also taught
me lessons about how to
react and behave on a boat
that I couldn’t have learned
anywhere else.

My mom learned how to
sail from her father, on an
old wooden lifeboat that he
kept at Nanaimo Shipyard.
It had an old canvas sail and
it leaked somewhat, mainly
due to the many rivet and
caulking repair jobs to its
wooden ribs and planks.
They had a homemade tin
pump that my great grand-
tather made, and it was my
mom’s job to pump out the
boat at regular intervals
while they were out sail-
ing. It is one of her fondest
memories of spending time
with her father.

Along with my dad, who
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has similar memories of
sailing with his father on
Cowichan Lake, she carried
this tradition on with my
sister and me, and then went
on to encourage my wife and
many of her female friends
to take up the sport. If T had
to pick one recreational ac-
tivity to label my mom with,
it would be sailor.

So, imagine my surprise
when she told me last sum-
mer that while she feels like
a confident boater, she still
has fears around helming
and handling the boat if
anything were to happen
to my dad while sailing.

If someone who has this
much experience and miles
under her keel questions
her abilities in an emer-
gency situation, surely she’s
not the only one.

A few weeks later we got a
timely visit to the PY office
from Pacific Yacht System’s
Melissa Gervais. She want-
ed to gauge our interest in
an idea she was working on
with the Vancouver Inter-
national Boat Show. Her
plan was to put together a
Women’s Day event special-
izing in topics that not only
teach but empower women
in boating. What a great
idea I thought, and when I
told my mom about it later
she was one of the first
women to sign up.

Melissa, along with a

team of supporters and
sponsors, pulled the day
off magnificently. With
more than 100 attend-
ees—including a couple
babies—and a day full

of useful seminars and
lectures, it was inspiring to
see so many women who
were eager to hone their
skills, gain confidence,
explore their dreams and
meet other like-minded
women.

The feedback from the
event has been overwhelm-
ingly positive, with many
attendees grateful to see an
event of this nature started
and hoping to build a com-
munity of women boaters
on the BC coast.You can
check out Melissa’s write
up for more details on
page 14. I know I'm looking
forward to seeing this great
event expand and succeed
in the future.

I'm not going to lecture
anyone about shaking up
traditional gender roles
on the water, but it seems
that boating would be a lot
safer if both captain and
crew had equal abilities
and confidence in handling
and navigating the boat. I'm
sure it would be a heck of a
lot more interesting too.

—Dale Miller

1} g

acific
achting

www.pacificyachting.com
www.boatersbluepages.com

THE CREW

Editor
Dale Miller
editor@pacificyachting.com
Managing Editor
Sam Burkhart
samb@pacificyachting.com
Art Director
Arran Yates
Senior Graphic Designer
Iva Zima

Pre-Press
Gordon Fidler

SUBSCRIBER ENQUIRIES:

subscriptions@opmediagroup.ca
Subscription hotline: 1.800.816.0747

DIRECTOR OF SALES
Tyrone Stelzenmuller
504-620-0031
tyrones@pacificyachting.com

ACCOUNT MANAGER (van. Isle)
Kathy Moore
250-748-6415

kathy@pacificyachting.com

CLASSIFIED / RETAIL SALES
Meena Mann
804-559-9052

meena@pacificyachting.com

President
Mark Yelic

Controller
Anthea Williams

Accounting
Rajei Gill
CIRCULATION/CUSTOMER SERVICE

Diana Topping
Christine Ly

DIRECTOR OF CONSUMER MARKETING
Craig Sweelman

Published 12 times a year.
B

OP MEDIA GROUP o

11686 Alberni Street, Suite 802
Vancouver, BC V6E 3Z3

Tel 604-428-0259 Fax 604-620-0425

Subscription Rates: One year Canadian and
United States: $48.00 (Prices vary by province).
Internaticnal: $58.00 per year.
Subscriber Hotline: 1-800-815-0747.
Editorial submissions: Submissions may be
sent via emall to editor@pacificyachting.com or
via mail with a self-addressad, stamped envelope.
Queries are preferred. The publisher assumes no
respansibility for lost material

From time to time, we make our subscribers' names
avallable (o repulable companies whose products or
services we feel may be of inlerest. To be excluded
from these mailings, just serd us your mailing label
with a request to delete your name.

Printed in Canada.
Postage paid at Vancouver, BC.

Return undeliverable Canadian address
1o Circulation Dept.
802-1166 Alberni Street
Vancouver, BC VBE 373 Canada

Contents copyright 2018 by OP Media Group Ltd.
All rights reserved.

ISSN 0030-8986.
Funded by the {0
tmet | Canadi

DisTRiBuIED A

Coasti=Goast

50%
ALLALE T 3000

BOWbg e,

@ CCAB



FIRST WOMEN’S
DAY AT THE
VANCOUVER BOAT

SHOW A

he day started

with an inspiring

presentation from

keynote speaker,

Pamela Bendall.
Her travels in her 14-metre
sailboat, Precious Metal, took
her from Alaska to Mexico,
from the Galapagos Islands to
Panama. First of all, to leave
the trappings of a corporate
career to go sailing seems dif-
ficult for some of us to fathom.
But then to hear her stories of
travelling offshore, to unknown
parts of the world as a solo
female sailor really make you
stop and think.

In the afternoon, Pamela gave

a presentation called “Our

SUCCESS

Ocean” that was also a real
eye-opener. She has noticed,
first-hand, the increase in
garbage in our waters and is
working diligently to encour-
age garbage collection and
beach clean-ups in the coun-
tries she visits.

Pamela has documented her
travels and experiences in a
book called What Was  Think-
ing? Adventures of a Woman
Sailing Solo. | started reading it
and couldn’t put it down. | was
particularly taken by this quote,
she says, “l essentially live a
self-sufficient lifestyle. | make
my own water and power, rely
on solar panels and leave a very
small carbon footprint on the
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marine insurance.
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planet. Other than the never-
ending maintenance and repaiis
of my boat, life is simple. | have
now, finally, discovered the art
of living my dream.”

After the keynote speaker,
participants chose from a
number of different speakers

tions of the day. Our very own
Jeff Cote spoke on electrical
and electronics, Agathe Gaulin
spoke about weather basics,
Liza Copeland helped us
organize our boats, Christie
Burdon enlightened us on all
things insurance and Lorraine
Willgress tackled emergency
procedures.

The event was held in the
Gate H foyer at BC Place and,
while there were some challen-
ges with the venue, the feed-
back forms sent a resounding
message that this is something

that was missing in the indus-
try. Participants loved that the
event was a full day and that
the speakers did not make the
topics too basic. That com-
bined with the fashion show
and cocktail reception, made
the event a complete success.
It’s one thing for a group
of women to get together
to organize an event but it
becomes even more import-
ant when the community that
they belong to gets on board.
It takes a village and Women’s
Day was no exception. Hats off

to the organizing committee
of the Vancouver Boat Show
for giving us the opportun-
ity, especially Linda Waddell,
Monica Smith and Eric Nicholl.
This event would not have hap-
pened without the support of
the sponsors, Navis Insurance,
Pacific Yachting, Western Mar-
ine, Milltown Marine, Steveston
Hardware and Mercury Marine.
And to the fantastic commit-
tee, Christie Burdon (Navis),
Desiree Miller (Pacific Yacht-
ing). Andrée Stovell (West-
ern Marine) and Sue Mattice
(Pacific Yacht Systems). And
to our fantastic volunteers who
had to get up really early on
Sunday, Lauralei, Julia and Jes-
sica. Also, to all of our vendors
who donated prizes, a special
thank you to Nanaimo Sailing
School for our grand prize of a
five-day sailing/learning cruise
in the Gulf Islands. A sincere
thank you!

| am looking forward to next
year and | encourage you
to contact me at melissa@
pysystems.ca with suggestions,
ideas or support!

—Melissa Gervais

When did you last read your insurance policy?

Your biggest decision was what boat to buy, your
second most important decision should be your
boat insurance. Don’t be cavalier about your insurance,
it’s not "Just Insurance”.

We are all guilty of getting our renewal, paying the
invoice and then forgetting about the insurance until
there is a claim, and then you hope there is coverage.

When you buy insurnace, you need to understand that
what you pay is only part of the process. Not every boat
insurance policy is the same, it is not Auto Insurance.

Call us about a detailed review
of your current insurance.
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