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OBITUARY

ARLENE GLOVER (ORIGINALLY SPELLED ARLEEN), BORN ON OCTOBER
25, 1961 IN ESTILL, SOUTH CAROLINA. WAS THE BELOVED FIRSTBORN
OF DAVID LEE GLOVER AND MARY LOU HALL GLOVER. OVER THE
NEXT NINE YEARS, ARLENE DUTIFULLY TOOK ON THE ROLE OF BIG
SISTER IN WELCOMING HER SIBLINGS DAVID GLOVER, JR., CALVIN
GLOVER, JAMES GLOVER, RONALD GLOVER, RACHAEL GLOVER, AND
HEZEKIAH GLOVER. THE GROWING FAMILY WAS RAISED IN COCOA,
FLORIDA AND ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES AS A RENOWNED FAMILY IN
THEIR COMMUNITY. ARLENE ATTENDED FAIRGLEN ELEMENTARY
WHERE SHE WAS AMONG THE FIRST RACIALLY INTEGRATED CLASSES OF
THE SCHOOL. IN 1970, HER MOTHER MARY DIED UNEXPECTEDLY FROM
AN ECTOPIC PREGNANCY AT THE AGE OF 30, LEAVING ARLENE AS THE

MATRIARCH OF HER FAMILY AT THE AGE OF 9.

HER FATHER DAVID LEE GLOVER LATER MARRIED RUBY GLOVER WHO
WAS A WELCOMED ADDITION TO THE YOUNG FAMILY, AND WHO
LOVINGLY AND HEROICALLY STEPPED IN TO RAISE THE CHILDREN. THE
FAMILY LATER WELCOMED SONS MICAH GLOVER, MATTHEW GLOVER,

AND MARK GLOVER.
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ARLENE GRADUATED FROM COCOA HIGH SCHOOL IN 1979, AND WENT
ON TO ATTEND, AND GRADUATE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL
FLORIDA. SHE WAS BAPTIZED AS ONE OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES IN 19873.
SHE MARRIED HER COLLEGE SWEETHEART DR. ADEBAYO ADEDEJI IN

1984.

IN 1989, ARLENE AND ADEBAYO WELCOMED THEIR BELOVED FIRSTBORN,
DANIEL ADEDEJI. THE FAMILY WAS EAGERLY EXPECTING THEIR DEAR
DAUGHTER, SHEREE ADEDEJI, WHO WAS BORN PREMATURELY AND DIED
AFTER BIRTH IN 1993. THIS WAS A TRAGIC LOSS FOR THE YOUNG FAMILY
AND WEIGHED HEAVILY ON ARLENE FOR THE ENTIRETY OF HER LIFE. JOY
SOON RETURNED TO THEIR HEARTS WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THEIR

PRECIOUS DAUGHTER, ERICA ADEDEJI, IN 1994.

DR. ADEBAYO AND ARLENE WERE DIVORCED IN 2001, AND EVER THE
DEVOTED MOTHER, ARLENE TIRELESSLY DEDICATED THE REST OF HER
LIFE TO RAISING AND PROVIDING FOR HER CHILDREN, WHILE
CONTINUING TO BE A SUPPORT TO HER FAMILY IN FLORIDA, AND

SERVING JEHOVAH TO THE BEST OF HER ABILITY.
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AS A CAREER CIVIL SERVANT IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, ARLENE
HELD ROLES WITH VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS TO INCLUDE, THE
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION (NASA), THE
U.S. Census BUREAU (USCB), AND THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
(DQJ) U.S. STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE (USAQ). IN 2023, SHE RETIRED
WITH OVER 20 YEARS IN HER CAREER AS AN EEO SPECIALIST,
COUNSELOR, AND INVESTIGATOR WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA). INGRAINED WITH A DEEPLY PERSONAL
PASSION FOR FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE, SHE WAS RENOWNED IN HER
FIELD FOR HER WORK ETHIC, AND WAS HONORED FOR GOING ABOVE

AND BEYOND HER CALL OF DUTY FOR HER CLIENTS.

EXCITED ABOUT HER RECENT RETIREMENT ON OCTOBER 31, 2024,
ARLENE’S EYES GLOWED WITH HER VISIONS AND PLANS TO TRAVEL,
HAVE NEW EXPERIENCES, AND DO MORE OF WHAT SHE LOVED WITH
THE PEOPLE THAT SHE LOVED THE MOST. SHE DID JUST THAT, AND WAS

ONLY GETTING STARTED.
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ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, ARLENE SPENT THE DAY DOING WHAT
SHE LOVED MOST: GROOMING HER PRIZED YARD AND ROSE BUSHES,
FAWNING OVER Miss KITTY (THE BELOVED FAMILY CAT), AND ENJOYING
A QUICK SHOPPING SPREE. SHE AND ERICA LOVINGLY SPENT THE REST OF
THE DAY TALKING, LAUGHING, MAKING A TRADITIONAL FAMILY RECIPE,
AND WATCHING THEIR FAVORITE CLASSIC WESTERNS MOVIES LATE INTO
THE EVENING. ERICA LEFT THE ROOM BRIEFLY AND RETURNED TO FIND
ARLENE SUFFERING AN APPARENT MEDICAL EMERGENCY. ERICA WAS
HER FIRST RESPONDER AND BRAVELY PERFORMED CPR WHILE WAITING
FOR EMS TO ARRIVE. DESPITE THE LIFE PRESERVING MEASURES THAT
WERE TAKEN, HER CONDITION DETERIORATED AT SOUTHERN
MARYLAND HOSPITAL WHERE SHE WAS PRONOUNCED BRAIN DEAD DAYS
LATER AND WAS REMOVED FROM LIFE SUPPORT BY THE MEDICAL STAFF.
HER LOSS OF BRAIN FUNCTION AND CONSCIOUSNESS APPEARED TO BE
GRADUAL. THROUGHOUT HER HOSPITALIZATION SHE WAS SURROUNDED
BY DOZENS OF FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS WHO PASSIONATELY
ADVOCATED FOR HER CARE, AND STAYED AT HER BEDSIDE. HAVING
NEVER REGAINED FULL CONSCIOUSNESS, IN THE END, ARLENE FELT NO
PAIN AND APPEARED AS IF SHE WAS JUST SLEEPING PEACEFULLY. SHE
DIED ON SEPTEMBER 28, 2024; LESS THAN FOUR WEEKS FROM TURNING
63. THE FAMILY IS GRATEFUL FOR THE CONGREGATION AND ALL THOSE
WHO GAVE THEIR SUPPORT, PRAYERS, AND PHYSICAL PRESENCE DURING

THAT MOST DIFFICULT TIME.
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ARLENE IS FONDLY REMEMBERED BY ALL THOSE WHO HAD THE
PRIVILEGE OF KNOWING AND LOVING HER.

CHARACTERIZED AS “THE FIRECRACKER”, “THE GENERAL”, AND THE
“ADMINISTRATOR,” ARLENE WAS KNOWN FOR HER PASSIONATE
PERSONALITY AND ABILITY TO LEAD AND INSPIRE OTHERS. ARLENE
WAS SYNONYMOUS WITH HER WIT, TENACITY, VIVACITY, SENSE OF
HUMOR, STRENGTH, INFECTIOUS ENERGY, HEARTY LAUGHTER, AND
FIERCE AND LOYAL LOVE FOR HER FAMILY. FUN LOVING, ADVENTURE
SEEKING, AND FULL OF INFECTIOUS ENERGY, ARLENE EXUDED AN
IRRESISTIBILITY ABOUT HER THAT INEVITABLY DRAGGED OTHERS

(WILLINGLY OR UNWILLINGLY) INTO HER LOVE FOR LIFE.

A HISTORY BUFF, SHE WAS RENOWNED FOR HER VARIOUS RESEARCH
PROJECTS TO INCLUDE AMERICAN, BRITISH AND AFRICAN HISTORY,
LITERATURE, AND GENEALOGY. AS A RESEARCH EXPERT, SHE WAS
KNOWN FOR THROWING HERSELF INTO HER MANY PROJECTS AND WAS
A SUBJECT MATTER EXPERT ON COUNTLESS TOPICS. ARLENE DREAMED
OF RETURNING TO THE HOLY LAND IN ISRAEL, AS SHE WAS VERY PROUD
OF HER BIOLOGICAL HEBREW HERITAGE PASSED DOWN TO HER FROM
HER MOTHER, AND HER MOTHER’S MOTHER, AND SO ON... AND THAT

WHICH LIVES ON THROUGH ERICA TODAY.
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A NATURAL AND LIFELONG ARTIST, ARLENE ENJOYED AND WAS A

STUDENT OF MANY ART FORMS; FROM MUSIC, TO DANCE, TO
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN, AND MUCH MORE. A TALENTED SALSERA,
ARLENE WAS KNOWN TO INSPIRE THE CROWD AND LEAD THE WOMEN IN
DANCE. A MASTER OF ASIAN AND EUROPEAN PAPER ART FORMS,
INCLUDING ORIGAMI AND QUILLING, ARLENE LEFT BEHIND SEVERAL

MASTERPIECES THAT REMAIN AS A PART OF HER LEGACY.

PASSIONATE ABOUT GOD'S KINGDOM, SHE EXHAUSTED EVERY
OPPORTUNITY, AND THEN CREATED EVEN MORE, TO TALK ABOUT GOD’S
KINGDOM TO ALL SHE MET IN EVERY SETTING OF HER LIFE. AS A
BELOVED DAUGHTER OF JEHOVAH, HER GREATEST EXPECTATION AND
STRONGEST FAITH, WAS IN GOD'S PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION. SHE
LONGED TO BE REUNITED WITH HER LOVED ONES, SUCH AS HER
DAUGHTER SHEREE ADEDE]JI; MOTHER MARY LOU HALL GLOVER; BONUS
MOTHER RUBY GLOVER; AND BROTHER RONALD GLOVER; PETS: ROCKY,
CLOWNHEAD, AND FLUFFY, AND MANY OTHERS WHO HAD FALLEN

ASLEEP IN DEATH OVER HER LIFETIME.
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LOVINGLY REFERRED TO AS “MOMMA” BY HER TWO CHILDREN, DANIEL
AND ERICA, SHE WAS THEIR CLOSEST CONFIDANT, BIGGEST FAN, AND
GREATEST LOVE. ONE OF HER GREATEST JOYS IN LIFE WAS HAVING HER
CHILDREN NEAR HER, AND THEY ARE GRATEFUL TO HAVE BEEN BY HER
SIDE TO THE VERY END. SHE WAS MOST PROUD OF ERICA AND DANIEL
AND HER LEGACY CONTINUES TO LIVE ON THROUGH THEM. HER
FAMILY TAKES COMFORT IN GOD’S PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION

AND EVERLASTING LIFE.
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ARLENE GLOVER ADEDEJI WAS PRECEDED IN DEATH BY DAUGHTER
SHEREE ADEDEJI, MOTHER MARY LoU HALL GLOVER, STEP MOTHER

RUBY GLOVER AND BROTHER RONALD GLOVER.

ARLENE GLOVER ADEDEJI IS SURVIVED, AND LOVINGLY REMEMBERED BY,
HER TWO CHILDREN ERICA ADEDEJI AND DANIEL ADEDEJI; FATHER
DAVID LEE GLOVER; SIBLINGS DAVID “BUD” GLOVER, CALVIN “LUMPY”
GLOVER, JAMES “JAMIE” GLOVER, HEZEKIAH GLOVER, MICAH GLOVER,
MATTHEW GLOVER, MARK GLOVER, VABIAN “RAY” ELMORE, RACHAEL
GLOVER HOLLOWAY; BELOVED PETS MiIss KITTY, AND GOLDFISH, AND
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND ALL THOSE WHO KNEW AND

LOVE HER.
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