
 

 

24th March 
7.00 pm House Group          Teesdale 
25th March 
7.00 pm Parish Council 

Parish Ministry Centre 
26th March 
7.30 pm Geelong v Adelaide 

GMHBA Stadium 
29th March PALM SUNDAY 
10.00 am Combined Parish Worship 

Church of St Paul, Inverleigh 
31st March 
7.00 pm House Group          Teesdale 
1st April 
11.00 am Communion Estia Banno 
2nd April MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7.00 pm Maundy Thursday Meal 

Parish Ministry Centre 
3rd April GOOD FRIDAY 
9.00 am Liturgy of the Cross 

St Paul’s Inverleigh 
11.00 am Witness Walk of the Cross 

Mary MacKillop Catholic Church 
5th April EASTER DAY SERVICES 
6th April Public Holiday 
14th April  
7.00 pm House Group          Teesdale 
15th April  
12.00 pm Deanery Meeting 

All Saints, Geelong 
17th April 
7.20 pm Geelong v WBulldogs  
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Parish Directory 

Parish Office              5281 2553 
Vicar 
Revd Timothy Smith 

0412 673 152 
revdrtim@hotmail.com 

Wardens 
Darrell Blackman     0457 338 678 
Carol Newlands       0409 654 527 
David Bannister       0477 564 268 
Parish Council Secretary 
Carol Newlands       0409 654 527 
Parish Treasurer 
David Osborne 0419 398 455 
Assistant Treasurer 
Luanne Thornton     0437 667 011 
St John’s Op Shop 
Naomi Peel  0418 346 484 
Surprise Op Shop 
Luanne Thornton     0437 667 011 
Pastoral Care 

   pastoralcare.gpas@gmail.com 

Parish Roster for March 29 

Church Cleaning: 
Debbie Shelley 

Readers: 
Volunteers 

Communion Assistants: 
Bruce McDonald 
David Bannister 

MAUNDY THURSDAY MEAL 
Celebrate with Jesus and the 

Disciples and share in a community 
meal on the night Jesus was betrayed 

and crucified the next day.  
7.00 pm 

Parish Ministry Centre 
Please bring a salad or vegetables or 

a dessert to share. 

 

 

Golden Plains Anglican News 
Living the Gospel in Our Community  

InverleighBannockburnMeredith 

22nd MARCH 2026—FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Parish Ministry Centre: 11 Byron Street, BANNOCKBURN VIC, 3331 
(03) 5281 2553 revdrtim@hotmail.com  

www.goldenplainsanglican.org  
www.facebook.com/GoldenPlainsAnglicans 

OVERLOOKED CHANCES TO ENGAGE  
  It easy to only engage with other 
congregation members at parish 

functions 

W hen it comes to 
engaging with 

members of the churches’ 
members it can feel like 
formal occasions are the 
only real opportunities.  
However,  there are other 
opportunities and activities 
which we can participate in 
to enable connection to 
happen. 
Tackling a chore 
There’s no way around it  they have to get done. You may as well take 
advantage of the situation. Look for tasks that you can complete with others  
and allow for some good conversation: gardening, cleaning the church, 
preparing the church for worship, or doing the flowers. They may be things you 
dread, but it is an opportunity to give each other moral support, commiserate 
while it’s happening, and then feel a sense of accomplishment in completing it 
together. 
Taking a drive 
If you’ve got something to attend that requires travel, do it together.  Whether 
by car, train or tram, make the most of the journey to check in with how each 
other is getting on in life, or have a conversation without the usual distractions 
about a topic that is disturbing you, or one you are nervous about having.  
Organise a church meal 
There is something about sharing food that inspires conversations.  We are so 
used to sitting with our family to just eat and then go back to whatever we were 
doing before we came to he table.  Or we have our meal on our laps in front of 

(Continued on page 4) 



 

 

Sentence: ‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever lives 
and believes in me shall never die.’  John 11:25-26    
Collect: Life-giving God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
and death: breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we may be 
raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
Readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45        
Hymns:  
Inverleigh: 606 - Son of God, eternal Saviour; 485 – My God accept my heart 
this day; 3 – Lord, our Lord, your glorious name; 675 – Lord, the light of your 
love is shining   
Bannockburn: Great is the Lord; Son of God, eternal Saviour; I believe in 
Jesus; Lord, our Lord; Lord you have my heart; Lord, the light of your love; You 
laid aside your majesty        
Meredith: Great is the Lord; Son of God, eternal Saviour; I believe in Jesus; 
Lord, our Lord; Lord, the light of your love; You laid aside your majesty  

Worship Today:          FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

World: peace in the Holy Land, Ukraine, Sudan, Iran and the whole Middle 
East, and all places in conflict or war; all nations experiencing political and 
financial coercion; South Sudan and all developing nations; wherever there is 
terror, violence, injustice, loss of freedom, racism, hunger displacement and 
homelessness; that all national leaders and law makers will have a spirit to 
serve their people in love, joy, peace, and hope; a world that seems to have 
regressed.  
Church: that we will share the good news of God’s kingdom in an uncertain 
world; Bp Sarah Archbishop of Canterbury, Abp Ric Thorpe, Bp Genieve; the 
unity of the  Anglican Communion; the outreach of our Youth and Family 
Community Cinema; to be disciples making disciples; our financial viability. 
Weddings: Elise Craven and Luke Vucicevic (St Pauls, May 8) 
Baptisms: Ateny Bol Ateny (Jeremiah); Awhal Bol Ateny 
Naming: Athok Bol Ateny (John) 
Confirmations: Paul Nyieth Bol Ateny, Monika Akon Bol Ateny 
Community: the Wadawarrung and all custodians of country on which we live 
and work, for reconciliation and treaty; for welcome and belonging as 
communities in diversity; those facing interest rate and rental increases, 
increasing cost of living, fuel, and insurances; those suffering food insecurity.  
Those in need: Matt Bellchambers, Shirley Musgrove, Melinda Gregory, Karen 
Schulze, Jenny Bannister, Margaret McLaren, Sarah Rees, Jayden Rees, Fay 
McFarlane, Jesse Osborne, Phil Dickson, Paul Duke, Josie Andrews, Josie 
Harvey, Steve and Stacee Copland, Timothy Deng and Weng, Makat Majok, 
Judith Palmer-Howlett. 

Intercession:  O God, put your Spirit within us,  and we shall live.  
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Next Sunday 

PALM SUNDAY 
Bishop Philip Huggins 

will be with us 

Palm Sunday 
29th March 

To preside over  

Baptism 
Confirmation 

(of some of our South 
Sudanese Community) 

and 
our combined Parish Worship 

will be at 

10.00 am 
Church of St Paul 

Inverleigh. 

GROUP LENTEN STUDY:  
JOY IN PHILIPPIANS (Part 2) 

1. In Philippians 3:8, Paul speaks of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ in 
Jesus my Lord.  How would you 
assess the value of knowing Jesus in 
your own life? 

2. Bishop Mark Calder, in referring to 
Philippians 3:14, says that Paul is 
pressing on to take hold of what is 
already his in Christ.  How would you 
describe what is already yours in 
Christ, and how are you pressing on, 
with joy, to take hold of it? 

3. Archbishop Kay Goldsworthy says, 
referring to Philippians 3:20, that ’we 
are already citizens of heaven...do 
we live like it now’?  What odes 
citizenship in general mean to you?  
What does citizenship in heaven 
mean to you?  How are you and 
aren’t you living like citizens in 
heaven now?  Reconciling broken 
relationships, in 4:2-3, may be one 
example.  

4. Philippians 4:4 is famous.  Note: 
‘always’. When do you find it hard to 
rejoice in the Lord?  How can you 
grow to rejoice in the Lord ‘always’? 

5. What does Paul mean in Philippians 
4:5 that the Lord is near?  Is this 
nearness of the Lord a part of your 
daily thinking? 

6. Discuss, or reflect on, what has 
encouraged and/or challenged you 
overall from Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians.   

PRAYER FOR LENT 
O God, our heavenly Father, you rejoice over your people with gladness; and 
in your presence there is fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore. Though 
we do not yet see you, give us in this world inextinguishable joy of your Spirit, 
in the heavenly kingdom of righteousness and joy, that people everywhere 
may know your delight in the return of a sinner; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
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the television.  When we are with others there is opportunity to become a part 
of a conversation that is taking place between the members of the table.  And 
when eating is done, see tackling a chore, clearing up in the kitchen.   
Squeezing in a workout 
It’s not everyone’s cup of tea to exercise, but even doing it occasionally is a 
great way to keep up healthy habits while also enjoying time together. 
Consider invite someone to go walking with you.  Take turns in choosing where 
you might walk, or try something new to both of you. You might find you push 
yourself harder when you have a commitment with someone else and it 
creates an opportunity to have conversations on the way and in the doing. 
 While these examples don’t replace setting aside structural time for 
engagement, they may be a way to squeeze in more effective connections. 
The trick is taking full advantage of the time, even if it’s short, by being fully 
engaged and present with each other in those activities.  

Based on https://www.prepare-enrich.com/blog/5-overlooked-chances-to-connect/ 

(Continued from page 1) 

DAILY LENTEN STUDY:  
JOY IN PHILIPPIANS (Part 2) 

 Sunday March 22 
Read: Philippians 3:1-11 
What challenges are you facing in your Christian life?   
Are you aware of and able to rejoice in the great love God has for you? 
 Monday March 23 
Read: Philippians 3:12-16 
What are you tempted to ‘look back’ on this week—past successes, failure, 
guilt, or pride? 
 Tuesday March 24 
Read: Philippians 3:17-4:1 
We are already citizens of heaven—the question is, do we live like it now?  
 Wednesday March 25 
Read: Philippians 4:2-4 
Is there someone you need to be reconciled with?   
What will you ask for in prayer, in order to be reconciled to that person? 
 Thursday March 26 
Read: Philippians 4:4-7 
In what ways have you experienced God being ‘near’ you this week? 
 Friday March 20 
Read: Philippians 4:8-9 
What does it look like to ‘fix your mind’ on the virtues Paul espouses in 
everyday life? 
 Saturday March 28 
Read: Philippians 4:10-23 
What sort of heart is needed to give, and receive, a gift? 
What eyes are needed to recognise a shared gift which brings God glory? 

 

 

Next Sunday 29th March 
PALM SUNDAY 

10.00 am Holy Communion 
with 

Baptisms and Confirmations 
Inverleigh 
Readings 

Ps 118:1-2,19-29 & Matthew 21:1-11 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-18 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 27:11-54 

or Matthew 26:14-27:66 

Prayer for the week: 
We thank you, heavenly Father, 
that you have delivered us from the 
power of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of your Son: we 
pray that as by his death he has 
recalled us to life, so by his 
presence abiding in us he may raise 
us to joys eternal; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen. 

Monday  
Morning:  Pss 54 & 55:1-12  
 Jeremiah 40:1-12  
 Matthew 21:23-26 
Evening:  Ps 55:13-15(16-17)18-28  
 Exodus 7:8-24 
 Galatians 6:11-18 

Tuesday 
Paul Couturier, ecumenist (d.1953) Saint 

Abp Oscar Romero, San Salvador (d.1980) Martyr 
Morning:  Pss 56 & 57 
 Jeremiah 40:13-41:10 
 Matthew 22:1-33 

At Evening ANNUNCIATION to BVM 

Evening:  Pss 123 & 131 
 Proverbs 8:1-21  
 Matthew 1:18-23 

Wednesday 
ANNUNCIATION to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Morning:  Ps 85  
 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
 Hebrews 2:5-18  
Evening:  Ps 89:1-4, 19-38 
 Genesis 3:8-15 
 Romans 5:12-21 

Thursday 
Morning:  Pss 65 & 70 
 Jeremiah 42:7-22 
 Matthew 23:13-26 
Evening:  Ps 66 
 Exodus 9:13-35 

Bible Readings 
 Ephesians 2”11-22 

Friday 
Morning:  Ps 68:1-20  
 Jeremiah 43  
 Matthew 23:27-24:2 

Evening:  Ps 68:(21-23)24-35 
 Exodus 10:1-20 
 Colossians 1:18-23 

Saturday  
Morning:  Ps 71 
 Jeremiah 45 
 Matthew 26:1-16 
Evening:  Ps 119:65-88  
 Exodus 10:21-11:10 
 1 John 5:3-12 
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