
 

 

16th March 
2.30 pm Army Chaplain Supervision  
18th March 
12.00 pm Deanery Meeting 

Christ Church, Geelong 
4.00 pm Wedding Interview   Curlewis 
24th March 
7.00 pm House Group          Teesdale 
25th March 
7.00 pm Parish Council 

Parish Ministry Centre 
26th March 
7.30 pm Geelong v Adelaide 

GMHBA Stadium 
29th March PALM SUNDAY 
10.00 am Combined Parish Worship 

Church of St Paul, Inverleigh 
31st March 
7.00 pm House Group          Teesdale 
1st April 
11.00 am Communion Estia Banno 
2nd April MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7.00 pm Maundy Thursday Meal 

Parish Ministry Centre 
3rd April GOOD FRIDAY 
9.00 am Liturgy of the Cross 

St Paul’s Inverleigh 
11.00 am Witness Walk of the Cross 

Mary MacKillop Catholic Church 
15th April  
12.00 pm Deanery Meeting 

All Saints, Geelong 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Office              5281 2553 
Vicar 
Revd Timothy Smith 

0412 673 152 
revdrtim@hotmail.com 

Wardens 
Darrell Blackman     0457 338 678 
Carol Newlands       0409 654 527 
David Bannister       0477 564 268 
Parish Council Secretary 
Carol Newlands       0409 654 527 
Parish Treasurer 
David Osborne 0419 398 455 
Assistant Treasurer 
Luanne Thornton     0437 667 011 
St John’s Op Shop 
Naomi Peel  0418 346 484 
Surprise Op Shop 
Luanne Thornton     0437 667 011 
Pastoral Care 

   pastoralcare.gpas@gmail.com 

Parish Roster for March 22 

Church Cleaning: 
Inverleigh:   Debbie Shelley 
Bannockburn: David & Jenny 
 Bannister 
Banno Reading: Lynette Oats 
Communion Assistant: 
Inverleigh: Geoff Morgan 
Bannockburn: Lynette Oats 

 

 

Golden Plains Anglican News 
Living the Gospel in Our Community  

InverleighBannockburnMeredith 
15th MARCH 2026—FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Parish Ministry Centre: 11 Byron Street, BANNOCKBURN VIC, 3331 
(03) 5281 2553 revdrtim@hotmail.com  

www.goldenplainsanglican.org  
www.facebook.com/GoldenPlainsAnglicans 

GAFCON BECOMES GLOBAL ANGLICAN COMMUNION  
Iin Abuja Conservative Anglicans Reject Canterbury-Led Structures   

The Global Anglican Future 
Conference (GAFCON), which 
concluded in Abuja, has declared that 
it cannot “walk together with those 
who are walking away from the truth 
of the gospel and the teaching of 
Jesus.”  
 At the close of the conference, 
the movement—now increasingly 
referred to as the Global Anglican 
Communion (GAC)—reaffirmed its 
commitment to the authority of the 
Bible. The gathering stated that Scripture must be “translated, read, preached, 
taught and obeyed in its plain and canonical sense.”  
 The most decisive moment of the conference came when the 
conservative Anglican body formally rejected the traditional structures that 
have historically held the Anglican Communion together. In its communiqué, 
the conference declared:  

“We reject the so-called Instruments of Communion, namely the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference, the Anglican 
Consultative Council (ACC), and the Primates’ Meeting, which have 
failed to uphold the doctrine and discipline of the Anglican 
Communion.”  

According to the statement issued at the end of the meeting, the implication of 
this decision is far-reaching. Provinces aligned with the GAC will no longer 
attend the Lambeth Conference or participate in meetings of the Anglican 
Communion convened by Canterbury. In addition, the provinces have been 
directed neither to give nor to receive financial contributions connected to the 
Canterbury-led structures of the Anglican Communion. The leadership of the 
GAC further instructed its member provinces to begin the process—within the 
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Sentence: ‘I am the light of the world,’ says the Lord; ‘those who follow me will 
have the light of life.’  John 8:12   
Collect: Gracious God, in order that we children of earth might discern good 
from evil you sent your Son to be the light of the world: as the light of Christ 
shines upon us, may we learn what pleases you, and live in truth and 
goodness; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever .  Amen. 
Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41       
Hymns:  
Inverleigh: 61 – Sing all creation; 10 – The Lord’s my shepherd; 699 – A new 
commandment; 547 – Be thou my vision; 583 – Take up your cross  
Bannockburn: To be in your presence; Build your kingdom here; Psalm 23; 
Praise is rising; I give you all the honour; I will offer up my life; We want to see 
Jesus lifted high       
Meredith: To be in your presence; Build your kingdom here; Psalm 23; Praise 
is rising; I give you all the honour; I will offer up my life 

Worship Today:          FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

World: peace in the Holy Land, Ukraine, Sudan, Iran and the Middle East, and 
all places in conflict or war; all nations experiencing political and financial 
coercion; South Sudan and all developing nations; wherever there is terror, 
violence, injustice, loss of freedom, racism, hunger displacement and 
homelessness; that all national leaders and law makers will have a spirit to 
serve their people in love, joy, peace, and hope.  
Church: that we will share the good news of God’s kingdom in an uncertain 
world; Bp Sarah Archbishop of Canterbury, Abp Ric Thorpe; the unity of the  
Anglican Communion; the outreach of our Youth and Family Community 
Cinema; for discipleship and evangelism of the Parish; our financial viability. 
Weddings: Elise Craven and Luke Vucicevic (St Pauls, May 8) 
Baptisms: Ateny Bol Ateny (Jeremiah); Awhal Bol Ateny 
Naming: Athok Bol Ateny (John) 
Confirmations: Paul Nyieth Bol Ateny, Monika Akon Bol Ateny 
Community: the Wadawarrung and all custodians of country on which we live 
and work, for reconciliation and treaty; for welcome and belonging as 
communities in diversity; those recovering from fire and floods; those facing 
interest rate and rental increases; those suffering food insecurity, increasing 
interest rates, mortgage and rental stress.  
Those in need: Matt Bellchambers, Shirley Musgrove, Melinda Gregory, Karen 
Schulze, Jenny Bannister, Margaret McLaren, Sarah Rees, Jayden Rees, Fay 
McFarlane, Jesse Osborne, Phil Dickson, Paul Duke, Josie Andrews, Josie 
Harvey, Steve and Stacee Copland, Mawut Gotbaai, Timothy Deng and Weng, 
Makat Majok, Judith Palmer-Howlett. 

Intercession:  Jesus, make us children of light, and, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer.  
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 Tuesday March 17 
Read: Philippians 1:12-18a 
When plans fail or hard times 
happen, do I see beyond the 
discomfort to gospel advance? Am I 
willing to rejoice when Christ is 
preached—regardless of the 
messenger?  Am I challenged by 
Paul’s vision that these things don’t 
threaten the gospel, they can elevate 
it?  
 Wednesday March 18 
Read: Philippians 1:18b-30 
To what extent do you share Paul’s 
thought that lis Christ and dying is gain (v21)? 
 Thursday March 19 
Read: Philippians 2:1-11 
Is there a place where Christ is calling you to serve or surrender—for the sake 
of others? 
 Friday March 20 
Read: Philippians 2:12-18 
What is ministry about for you? Is joy present in your ministry and what does 
that look like? We often talk about seeking God’s will, but how and when do we 
seek his good pleasure? Are we glad and joyful in our ministries? 
 Saturday March 21 
Read: Philippians 2:19-30 
Like the Philippians, we all need godly examples to show us what it means to 
live Christlike lives.  What Christian people has God sent to you over the 
years?  How did they encourage you to become more like Jesus?  Who can 
you encourage in living a life that brings glory to Jesus? 

GROUP LENTEN STUDY: JOY IN PHILIPPIANS 

1. In Philippians 1:6, why can Paul have confidence that God will complete a 
good work among the Philippians? 

2. In Philippians 1:9-11, what is Paul praying for? How does his prayer connect 
with his confidence in verse 6? Take time to pray this prayer for your church 
and imagine what it will look like for your church on the Day of Christ. 

3. In Philippians 1:12-18, why can Paul rejoice even in suffering and prison? 
Philippians 2:17-18, what does this say about his priorities?  

4. ‘Living is Christ and dying is gain.’ How are you challenged by this statement 
of Paul? 

5. Paul again speaks of joy in Philippians 2:1-11. What will make Paul’s joy 
complete and why? 

6. Philippians 2:19-30, which Christians over the years have encouraged you 
and whom you are encouraging in the faith.  Share with others and give 
thanks and pray for those people.  

PRAYER FOR LENT 
O God, our heavenly Father, you 
rejoice over your people with gladness; 
and in your presence there is fulness 
of joy and pleasures for evermore. 
Though we do not yet see you, give us 
in this world inextinguishable joy of 
your Spirit, in the heavenly kingdom of 
righteousness and joy, that people 
everywhere may know your delight in 
the return of a sinner; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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DAILY LENTEN STUDY: JOY IN PHILIPPIANS 

 Sunday March 15 
Read: Philippians 1:1-8 
How might we celebrate that everyone in Christ Jesus is a saint?  What 
practices, words, or structures might Christian communities embrace that 
encourage  and enable those in ordained ministry to remain grounded in 
servant ministry? 
 Monday March 16 
Read: Philippians 1:9-11 
How can you discern what is best and what really matters in every 
circumstance of you life so that you have a fruitful life lived for the glory of 
God? 

 

 

Next Sunday 22nd March 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

8.00 am Holy Communion 
Inverleigh 

10.00 am All-Age Communion 
Bannockburn 

5.00 pm Holy Communion 
Meredith 

Readings 
Exodus 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 

Prayer for the week: 
Almighty God, in Christ you make all 
things new: transform the poverty of 
our nature by the riches of your 
grace, and in the renewal of our 
lives make known your heavenly 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Monday  
Morning:  Ps 38  
 Jeremiah 36:1-19  
 Hebrews 12:1-11 
Evening:  Ps 39  
 Exodus 1 
 Luke 18:1-14 

Tuesday 
Patrick, Bishop to Ireland (d.461) Missionary 

Morning:  Ps 40 
 Jeremiah 36:20-32 
 Hebrews 12:12-24 
Evening:  Pss 42 & 43 
 Exodus 2  
 Luke 18:15-30 

Wednesday 
Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem (d.386) Teacher 

Morning:  Pss 41 & 44:1-9  
 Jeremiah 37 
 Hebrews 12:25-29  
Evening:  Ps 44:10-27 
 Exodus 3 
 Luke 18:31-43 

Thursday 
JOSEPH Husband of Mary  

Morning:  Ps 1 
 Joel 2:27-32 
 Ephesians 6:1-4 
Evening:  Pss 92 & 101 
 Hosea 11 
 Matthew 1:13-23 

Friday 
Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne (d.687) Missionary 
Morning:  Ps 48  
 Jeremiah 38:14-28  
 Hebrews 13:7-17 

Bible Readings 
Evening:  Ps 49 
 Exodus 4:27-6:1 
 Luke 19:11-27 

Saturday  
Thomas Cranmer (d.203) Bishop 

Archbishop of Canterbury and martyr 
Morning:  Ps 50 
 Jeremiah 39 
 Hebrews 13:18-25 
Evening:  Ps 119:41-64  
 Exodus 6:2-13, 6:28-7:7 
 Luke 19:28-48 
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framework of their provincial and diocesan constitutions—of formally severing 
communion with Canterbury.  
 In a striking declaration, the movement proclaimed that “the future has 
come.” How this future will unfold remains to be seen. Canterbury has not yet 
issued an official response to the development and may still continue to invite 
the provinces associated with GAC to gatherings such as the Lambeth 
Conference.  
 Meanwhile, questions are already being raised following a recent 
development in which the Archbishop of Canterbury hosted six female 
Anglican bishops from Africa at a meeting. The Global Anglican Communion 
also has issues with the role of women in leadership.  This makes the election 
of Sara Mullally as Archbishop of Canterbury problematic. The meeting with  
African female bishops has sparked speculation in some quarters about 
possible divided loyalties among certain members within the GAC-aligned 
provinces. 
  The previous Primate of Australia, then Archbishop of Adelaide, 
Most Revd Geoff Smith said, “It is unfortunate that confusion may well result 
from the establishment of this organisation among existing members of 
the Anglican Church of Australia, and among people wishing to connect with 
the Anglican Church of Australia.”  He has also noted concern that “the leaders 
of this breakaway movement cite the reason for this new denomination as the 
failure of General Synod to explicitly express an opinion against the blessing 
of same-sex marriages”. The General Synod meeting in May 2025 had “clearly 
affirmed” that marriage is between a man and a woman, he said, and did not 
affirm same-sex marriage. 
 His criticism was echoed by the Bishop of Ballarat in regional Victoria, 
the Rt Revd Garry Weatherill, who said that he was sorry that the leaders of 
the new movement “believe that the majority of Australian Anglicans are either 
shrouded in darkness or deliberately unorthodox in their faith. “The Gafcon 
people have promoted a series of claims about the Anglican Church of 
Australia that are just not true,” Bishop Weatherill said. Their claim that a 
majority of Anglican bishops at the recent General Synod did not support the 
traditional teaching about 
marriage was false. 
 Further opposition by 
GAC to Archbishop Mullally is 
her personal support of the 
blessing of same sex marriages.  
But the Archbishop of 
Canterbury is not a Pope, has no 
power or authority to impose 
their opinions on any Province or 
Diocese of the Anglican Church; they are a focus of unity.  The rejection of her 
on that basis is an act of disunity because of misunderstanding. Many Sources 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

15th March 2026—Page 5 

PALM SUNDAY 
Bishop Philip Huggins 

will be with us 

Palm Sunday 
29th March 

To preside over  

Baptism 
Confirmation 

(of some of our South 
Sudanese Community) 

and 

Reception into the 
Anglican Church 

Although this is a fifth Sunday 
of the month 

because of the possible 
numbers 

our combined Parish Worship 
will be at 

10.00 am 
Church of St Paul 

Inverleigh. 
If you would like to be 

confirmed or received into the 
Anglican Church from another 

Christian denomination, 
please speak to Revd Tim.  


