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Mark V Switching Update 
 
 
This update applies to units with serial #s 1224 and earlier only. Units after 
this serial# have this update installed from the factory. 
 
This update is not mandatory and should only be performed if you have a 
Mark V in for any repair, or if you have an amp with these symptoms: 
 
Symptom: With the footswitch in use--- switching into Ch3 with the EQ on 
(on the footswitch), Ch3 won’t engage fully. There will be a loud buzzing 
noise, caused by relays being “half on”. The symptom does not appear when 
switching into any other channel, does not appear with the EQ off, and does 
not appear without the footswitch being used.  
 
Solution: Changing the values of one cap and one resistor will eliminate this 
problem. They are R211 and C76, both located on the far left edge of the 
rear circuit board, one on either side of the LM3914 switching IC. R211 will 
be changed from a 22K ½ watt to a 47K ½ watt, and C76 will be changed 
from a .1 50V ceramic to a .47 rated at least 25V. If using a polarized cap, 
the positive end is toward the rear of the amp. Note: earlier versions of the 
schematic show this cap incorrectly as C45, but the correct designator is 
C76. 
 
Procedure: The cap can be reached easily without any disassembly, but 
reaching the resistor requires you to remove the Channel and Loop assign 
switches.  
 
To make things easier, you can lift the forward end of the existing 22K and 
install another 22K in series with it. The resulting value is well suited to 
accomplish what’s needed. 
 
 
 



Mark V 12V Supply Diode Tech Bulletin
August 2013

For units showing 12V supply issues.
The “Diode Update” should ONLY be performed if and when the 12V supply has actually failed. 

Serial numbers below MK5-10486
Replace D16-D19 (4) 1N4007 diodes with (4) 1N5392.
MESA Part# 517392 100V 1.5A Diodes

1. Facing rear of chassis, Diodes are located under 
these two ribbon cables just left of C103 6800uf @ 
25V Radial Cap

2. Lift the two ribbon cables out of the way.

3. It’s best to clip the leads from the top side of the 
board and heat the remainder of the leads and 
let them drop out of the bottom of the board into 
the chassis.  Once heated, slightly lift chassis (1-2 
inches) and drop on bench to allow leads to fall 
out. Leads are crimped to the board and may pull 
the pads out if you try to lift the whole component 
through the top side. Once old components  and 
leads are removed, tilt the chassis and make sure 
to collect all discarded lead scraps. Cathode stripes 
are marked on PCB silkscreen.



Mesa/Boogie Mark V Intermittent Footswitch Quick Fix

For customers suffering from intermittent EQ on/off footswitching issues, a quick fix exists by carefully bending the 
footswitch DIN jack Ground Tab into a more reliably tensioned position.  Only a small, slotted screwdriver no more 
than 3/16” wide is needed to restore reliable footswitch function.

The goal of this fix is to bend the Ground Tab from pointing downward and instead bending it up and under the multi-
pin DIN housing. The current positioning of the Ground Tab can become intermittently connected when the cable is 
removed and re-installed numerous times. The re-positioning of the ground tab as described below restores solid 
connection of the Ground Tab to the cable’s housing. No disassembly is needed and 5-10 minutes is all the time 
required to successfully complete this mod.

1. Insert the screwdriver underneath the Ground Tab and slowly bend upward until the tab is either flat or bent 
slightly upward.

2. Bend the tab up toward the face of the DIN plug until flat against it. It will ‘snap back’ slightly once released. 
This is OK.

BEFORE AFTER



3. Using the edge of the screwdriver, push down slightly on the Ground Tab and pivot the top edge of the screw-
driver inward, carefully bending the Tab end underneath the plastic DIN housing. When you let go, the Tab will 
tension itself under the bottom of the DIN housing.

4. Once the tab is under the DIN housing you can adjust the bend and tension by inserting the screwdriver 
above or below the tab and levering the tab to insure a solid connection to the bottom of the housing. When 
completed properly, the tip of the Ground Tab should be touching the plastic and bent inward just past the 
outside edge of the DIN housing by 1/16”.

Please contact Mesa Customer Service with any questions or further support regarding this advisory.
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