
2020 Countdown Calendar - "Test Your Palate" Responses

Name
Day # 

(Sample #)
Country [1 

point]
Type/Style 

[1 point]
Age 

[1 point]

Barrel 
Finish 

[1 point]

ABV % 
(within 3%) 

[1 point]

Guess the Brand & 
Expression 
[10 points]

 How much 
would you pay 

for a 750 ml 
bottle of this? 

Comments and/or questions Score

ANSWER 21 US Rye NAS None 41.5 Sagamore Rye  $              40.50 NAS

Chris Ruby 21 US Bourbon 4 Years Port 46 Bowman Port  $              40.00 1

Dan Crews 21 Ireland Single Malt 10 Years Other 42 Dubliner 10 year  $              40.00 Tasted a little malty with cinnamon and vanilla 1

Jeff Huck 21 US Bourbon NAS None 45 Kentucky Vintage  $              24.99 3

Lewis Gershen 21 US Bourbon NAS None 50 Monkey Claw Jam  $              50.00 light and pleasant on the nose. decent initial bite 
and taste is good. I enjoy this one.

3

Shawn 
Crittenden

21 Ireland Rye NAS None 50 3

Steven Postol 21 US Rye NAS Other 50 Knob Creek Twice Barreled 
Rye

 $              50.00 Had to revise my finish statement, based on 
bottle guess.

3

ANSWER 22 Ireland Single Pot 12 Years None 46 Yellow Spot  $            110.00 Aged in 3 different casks then blended.

Chris Ruby 22 Japan Single Pot 6 Years None 45  $              40.00 3

Dan Crews 22 Japan Single Malt NAS None 45 Nikka Coffey malt  $              50.00 Like the nose and palate not a fan of the finish 2

Jeff Huck 22 Ireland Blended NAS None 43 Bushmills  $              19.37 3

Lewis Gershen 22 Scotland Single Malt NAS None 51.5 Groundskeeper Willie's 
Personal Juice.

 $              50.00 smells like scotch. extremely light on the palate. 
tastes like scotch.

1

Shawn 
Crittenden

22 Japan Blended NAS None 48 2

Steven Postol 22 Scotland Single Malt Over 14 
Years

None 43 Macallan double cask 15 
year

 $            135.00 2

ANSWER 23 US Single Malt NAS Sherry 43 Hillrock Single Malt 
Oloroso & Pedro Ximenez 

 $            105.00 

Chris Ruby 23 Scotland Single Malt 10 Years Combo 45  $              45.00 2

Dan Crews 23 US Bourbon 6 Years None 50 Very old Barton 100  $              20.00 I have no real clue wasn’t a fan but letting it sit 
for a few opened up some ok flavors. Decent

1

Jeff Huck 23 Scotland Single Malt 10 Years None 43 Ardbeg 10  .36 cents! Big cup of nope! 2

Lewis Gershen 23 Ireland Blended NAS None 40 Irish Republican Army's 
Underwhelming Apple Pie 

Juice

 $              10.00 underwhelming. Not a fan of this. 2

Shawn 
Crittenden

23 Scotland Single Pot NAS None 46 2

Steven Postol 23 Japan Single Malt NAS None 45 Nikka Yoichi Single Malt  $              80.00 Maybye Lagavulin 16? Who knows. I do know 
that I like it.

3

ANSWER 24 Taiwan Single Malt NAS Wine 57.1 Kavalan Solist Vinho 
Barrique

 $            250.00 51.70%

Chris Ruby 24 Scotland Single Malt 12 years None 45  $              30.00 1

Dan Crews 24 US Bourbon NAS Sherry 61 Barrel bourbon sherry cask 
strength

 Free.99 Hot, great charred flavor but the finish is too hot 1

Jeff Huck 24 Taiwan Single Malt NAS None 43 Kavalan Classic  $              65.00 Lots of fruit, tropical, grapefruit, and vanilla. 
Could sip on this in the summer for sure.

3

Lewis Gershen 24 Scotland Single Malt 12 years 52.5 The way Scotch Should 
be...Macallan?

 50-60 this is the first scotch that I liked in this tasting. 
i'd have a bottle on hand.

1
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Shawn 
Crittenden

24 Scotland Single Malt Over 14 
Years

None 55 almost as bad as 2 2

Steven Postol 24 Scotland Single Malt 12 years None 56 Laguvulin 12 ye old special 
release

 $            100.00 Not sure I really like this one, but I know I don’t 
dislike it. Definitely smooth scotchy nose, which 
hides the bite!

2

ANSWER -- 
TIEBREAKER

25 US Bourbon NAS Sherry 46.3 Hillrock Bourbon  $              90.00 

Chris Ruby 25 Japan Single Malt 10 Years None 40  $              40.00 

Dan Crews 25 Japan Blended NAS Sherry 46 Kaiyo the sheri  $              30.00 Nosed great taste was good aftertaste and 
finish were not great

Jeff Huck 25 US Bourbon NAS Sherry 46 Hillrock Solera agged  $              60.00 

Lewis Gershen 25 US Bourbon NAS None 45 The Good easy drinker stuff  $              50.00 pleasant nose. good flavor. It's familiar, but I 
can't place it.

Steven Postol 25 US Bourbon Over 14 
Years

None 50
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