
Minutes of the 18th Annual General Meeting of the World Martial Arts 

Union

2019 Aug 29, National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage

The 18th Annual General Meeting(AGM) of the World Martial Arts Union 

(WoMAU) was held in Chungju-si, Chungcheongbuk-do, South Korea on August 

29, 2019 under the official auspices of Chungju-Si and Chungcheongbuk-do, at 

the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage located in World Martial Arts 

Park. With the presence of 36 full member organizations from 31 countries 

among 53 full member organizations from 42 countries, the AGM met the 

quorum. 

The AGM was hosted by Ms. Bong Hyun-seon, head of International Cooperation 

department, and was held from 9:30 to 15:00 in the morning and afternoon 

sessions, with the official language of English and Korean simultaneous 

interpretation.

Mr. Pere Lavega, TSG expert of UNESCO and a professor at the University of 

Lieda in Spain and vice-president of the International TSG Association, Mr. 

Mohsen Mehralizadeh, president of International Zurkahneh Sports and Koshti 

Pahlevani Federation and former Economy Vice President of Iran as well as the 

head of the National Sports Organization of Iran, and Chang Ju-ho, president of 

TAFISA, was present as an honored guest.

Agenda of the 18th Annual General Meeting

Item 1. Adoption of agenda.

Item 2. Election of WoMAU chairperson and vice-chair persons

 

Item 3. Summery record of the 17th Annual General Meeting



Item 4. Annual report of the Secretary-General of WoMAU

Item 5. Deliberation and approval of applications for new membership of WoMAU.

Item 6. Amendment of World Martial Arts Union statutes 

Item 7. Presentation by WoMAU members on their activities

Item 8. Decision on the Venue of the Next Annual General Meeting

Item 9. Other businesses

Main Programs of the 18th Annual General Meeting

August 29 (Friday)

The 18th Annual General Meeting of the World Martial Arts Union

09:30 - 10:00 Opening Ceremony

10:00 - 10:20 Coffee break

10:20 - 12:20 Plenary session Ⅰ

12:20 - 14:00 Luncheon

14:00 - 15:00 Plenary session Ⅱ

<Closing>

UNESCO listed Martial Arts Promotion Committee Meeting



16:00 – 18:00 

Opening Ceremony

Opening Speech

President of WoMAU, Chung, Wha-Tae

He expressed gratitude to Mayor of Chungju-si for helping the meeting be held 

and representatives of WoMAU member organizations. In additon, Mr. Mohsen 

Mahralizadeh,  President of IZSF(former vice President of Iran), Mr. Chang, Ju-Ho, 

president of TAFISA, and Mr. Pere Lavega who will make a speech at 

UNIESCO-listed Martial Arts Promotion Committee Meeting as an UNESCO TSG 

expert, professor at Lieda University in Spain were introduced. Furthermore, he 

once again thanked the Uzbek Jang Sanati Federation for hosting the 17th 

Annual General Meeting in its country for the first time since WoMAU founded 

and Fergana State Government for supporting it. The Singapore Association, 

affiliated with the International Panacillat Federation, applied to host the 19th 

general assembly in 2020, the following year," he said, adding that he expects 

the final decision of the general meeting. Moreover, many countries submitted 

applications for membership this year including Four UNESCO-listed martial arts 

organizations and expressed the hope it would be a driving force for the Union’s 

efforts for the promotion of UNESCO's traditional martial arts, the Union's vision 

for world peace.  In addition, he stated many countries submitted applications for 

membership this year and four of them are organizations representing martial 

arts listed on UNESCO's ICH list and expressed expectations that they will be a 

driving force for the promotion and cultural visibility of traditional martial arts 

and the Union's vision for world peace.

Congratulatory



Mohsen Mehralizadeh (President of IZSF, former Vice-President of Iran)  

He said he was pleased to be with various organizations and participants and 

indicated that with UNESCO, which preserves and promotes TSG, the Union has 

been working to protect and promote traditional sports and games and that the 

international community could now begin meaningful activities for the 

preservation and promotion of traditional martial arts. Recalling that the 

preservation and promotion work of traditional sports competitions in this course 

focuses on academic research and the production of online encyclopedias, the 

development of guidelines and the establishment of international platform, he 

pointed out that people in the meeting participated as stakeholders in this kind 

of work. traditional sports games(TSG) is focused on academic research and the 

production of online encyclopedias, the development of guidelines and the 

establishment of international platforms, and IZSF participated in this as 

stakeholder associated with this. Pointing that sports play an important role in 

various geographical, cultural and practical contents and in all aspects including 

social integration, economic development, he said sports are a tradition, culture 

of humanity across borders and a powerful tool and a universal language to help 

justice, tolerance and mutual understanding on the basis of fair play, and a great 

educational means to promote social solidarity and peace. He introduced that 

Iran has integrated Zurkhaneh Sports & koshti Pahlavani into its school 

curriculum, and has made international standards to promote it and distributed 

them to 85 countries. He also introduced how Iran has promoted Zurkhaneh 

sports both at home and abroad, including its UNESCO listing. 

Chang Ju-ho, president of TAFISA

On behalf of the Association For International Sport for All, he thanked the 

Union for its invitation and said he was proud that an international martial arts 

event was held in South Korea as a person born in the city. Finally, he wished 



for the success of the World Martial Arts Union's event, which shares the same 

values as TAFISA through martial arts.

Mayor of Chungju-si (Read by Woo Seon-Taek, Director of Culture and Welfare Bureau) 

He commended the fact that the largest number of members ever attended the 

WoMAU AGM and the largest number of members joined the Union as a result 

of the Union, and introduced that the city of Chungju built infrastructure 
such as the World Martial Arts Park as well as festivals and martial arts 
mastership competitions based on Taekkyeon, and has pursued harmony in 
the global community through the globalization of martial arts,"  Moreover, 
saying that once the building of the International Center of Martial Arts for 
Youth Development and Engagement completes in 2020, it is expected that 
the martial arts activities become more active and it will become a foothold 
for pioneering international martial arts, he asked participants to play an 
active role that Chungju becomes the center point of martial arts. Finally, 
he expressed his hope that the martial arts activities can be further 
developed through the WoMAU’s AGM.

※ recommended to refer the material about the other congratulatory messages 

from political officials 

Memorial service

Ms. Bong, the host offered a one-minute silence in memory of the late Latvian 

International Colo Association president, Onpchenko Oleg, who passed away in 

July 2019 and made an announcement that there would be the ceremony of 

achievement award for him with two deceased members (Oyongkarmayua of 

Indonesia and Popovich of Ukraine) as founding members of the Union at the 

end of the event. 



Donation Ceremony 

Along with the music, representative of Bulkempo performed traditional dances 

with their team members and donated a model of the torch symbolizing 

Bulkempo.

Culture performance

Singapore culture dance performed by Singapore Silat Federation

Plenary Session

Declaration on the opening of Plenary session 

The chairman George Lepine of Canada announced the opening of the general meeting, 

saying the quorum was met with the presence of 36 representatives out of the 52 

organizations in 42 countries.

Outcomes by agenda Items

<Item 1> Adoption of items : Revised agenda and changed order of agenda adopted  
         without objection 

Before adopting the agenda for the 18th annual meeting, George Lepine the chair of 

the AGM announced that he would finish his four-year term as chairman, saying that he 

wants to focus his WoMAU activities specifically on Okichitaw to ensure that he is 

properly representing his community as well as the martial art of Okichitaw. For the 



agenda of the 18th Annual General Meeting that incorporated results from the steering 

committee meeting held the day before, Chairperson Geroge J. Lepine tabled a motion 

to advance the Item 6 of the Agenda (Election of WoMAU chairperson and vice-chair 

persons) to the Item 2 of the Agenda so that the newly elected chairperson may 

preside over the 18th AGM, and the motion was moved by the representative of Ghana 

Traditional Wrestling Association(Nobert Amefu) and seconded by the representative of 

the Philippines Arnis(Richardson Gialogo). 

<Item 2> Election of WoMAU chairman and vice-chairmen : Chung, Wha-Tae, president 

of WoMAU was elected as chairman and vice chairmen were re-elected as 

representatives from India and the Philippines, respectively.

Election of WoMAU chairman - In the chairman election hosted by  Richardson Gialogo, 

senior vice-chair as a temporary chairman, Chung, Wha-Tae, WoMAU's president was 

elected without a vote by the sole recommendation, recommending representative of 

Ghana and the second motion by the representative of Kalarippayat India.

Chairman Chung Hwa-Tae, who was elected as the new chairman of the AGM, presided 

over the election of vice-chairmen. Chung, Wha-Tae, chairman of the AGM, explained 

the terms of vice-chairmen of India's Kalarippayat and Uzbek Jang Sanati have expired 

and the two vice-chairmen who will fill the post will be elected by multiple 

recommendations.

Ÿ Sheik Aluddin(representative of Internation Pencaksilat Federation) : Recommended 

by Ghana, seconded by India Kalarippayat, 15 poll

Ÿ Mohan Peters (president of India Kalarippayat) : Recommended by Kenya, 

seconded and thirded by Ghana and Indonesia, 31 poll

Ÿ Plat Usmanov(president Uzbek Jang Sanati Federation) : Recommended by 

Philippines, seconded by Moldova, 18 poll

Election of WoMAU vice-chairmen - President of the Kalarippayat, Mohan Peters 

Edachery and the president of the Uzbek Jang Sanati Federation, Pulat Usmanov, were 

re-elected as vice-chairmen.

President Chung Wha-Tae has declared the election of the representatives of India and 

Uzbek 



<Item 3> Summary record of the 17th Annual General Meeting approved : adoption

Secretary-General Yoon Jeong-hoon recalled the minutes of the 17th Annual General 

Meeting of the World Martial Arts Union had been circulated throughout the members 

after the 17th AGM and suggested reading them for three minutes to remind them.

Chung Hwa-Tae, the new chairman of the AGM, declared his adoption after confirming 

that there was no objection in the minutes of the 17th AGM.

<Item 4> Annual report  : Secretary-General of WoMAU, Yoon, Jeong-Hoon reported 

the businesses WoMAU did for the past year. 

The representative of Ghana confirmed about if the report was adopted and pointing to 

what was mentioned in the report P 25, he asked what was wrong between the TAFISA 

and the Union. Chairman Chung Wha-Tae explained that WoMAU proposed changing the 

name of TAFISA's martial arts event to other words, for example International or TAFISA 

because it is the same name as the World Martial Arts Festival in Chungju.

<Item 5> Amendment of the WoMAU Statute : approval of deletion on Article 9 (the 

consent of the existing full member for membership) and Article 12 (chairman and 

vice-chairmen of the GM on WoMAU’s board member) 

Secretary-General Yoon Jeong-Hoon explained that on the Article 9, ‘an applicant from a 

country that already has one or more full member(s) of the Union should attach the 

written consent of the existing full member(s) from that country for the additional 

membership application’, but there was discussion that the consent for membership is no 

longer necessary since the membership screening committee can review the applications 

as it was decided to form a membership screening committee at the 17th Annual 

General Meeting in 2018.



In addition, Article 12 (the election of executives) allows the chairman and vice-chairmen 

of the general meeting to be appointed as board members, but it is not possible to 

attend the board meeting, that is, to meet quorum because most of them live overseas. 

Even if they do, there are other problems with communication. Hence, changing to 

exclude the chairman and vice-chairmen of the general meeting from the board 

members was discussed. 

The representative of India's Kalarippayat pointed out that representativeness of the 

country is important, therefore the deletion of the consent is a sensitive issue, and if 

the consent is removed from the WoMAU's statute, it would be able to destroy 

relations between martial arts organizations of the same sport in the country. However 

he did not raise the objection on the adoption of the agenda, hence it was adopted. In 

the case of Article 12, the reason for the change was adopted without objection when 

it was explained that it was to make it feasible in Korea.

<Item 6> Deliberation and approval of applications for new membership of WoMAU : 

Four full members, one associate member, two pending.

As a result of deliberation on seven organizations, including the Association of Upper 

Egypt for Education and Development(AUEED), International  Zurkhaneh Sports & Koshti 

Pahlavani Federation(IZSF), Turkey Wrestling Federation(TWF), Georgia National Wrestling 

Federation, the International Silambam Committee(ISC), World Silambam Federation(WSF) 

and National Martial Arts Academy(NMAA), 4 organizations were approved as a full 

member, one as an associate member and two pending in 2019.

At the request of the chairman of the general meeting, Secretary-General Yoon 

Jeong-hoon explained the review recommendations of the Membership Screening 

Committee, including the committee members, criteria for screening, and reviews. 

Among the applicants that submitted the membership application, Secretariat of WoMAU 

notified that Malaysia SeniSilat Pusaka Hanafi is not qualified to be a member of 

WoMAU because it is affiliated with the WoMAU member and explained that 

Tahtip-related community is found difficult to continue its activities, so the AUEED 

group, a more comprehensive group that included the community, applied for the 



membership, and International Council of Sqay was excluded on the membership 

deliberation due to being absent from the meeting by the internal circumstances.

In addition, he explained that deliberations on two Indian organizations submitted 

applications involved in 'Silambam' have suspended because it is confusing that which 

organization is one representing Silambam. In addition, WoMAU secretariat 

recommended National Martial Arts Academy as an associate member, as it is not a 

Mallyuddha professional organization but a kind of comprehensive center.

Chairman Chung Wha-Tae explained the types and eligibility of members stated in 

Article 7 of WoMAU's statute, saying that the membership be decided based on the 

results of the deliberation and the contents of the presentation.

Starting with Egypt, the new applicants, which gave presentations for deliberation on 

membership, explained the background of the organization's establishment, history, and 

the skills and activities of martial arts. 

After the deliberation, Egypt and Iran were approved as full members, and the morning 

session ended after a presentation by India's World Silambam Federation.

Luncheon (move to Paradise wedding hall)

<Item 6> : to be continued  

After the presentation of World Silambam Federation in India, the chairman Chung, 

Wha-Tae suggested that the decision on 2 organizations of Silambam, a martial arts 

using sticks in India, be postponed to the following year because Membership Screening 

committee suspended the deliberations till it is confirmed by Indian authority which 

organization represents Silambam in India. 

In addition, Turkey Westling Federation, which represents Oil Wrestling, replaces the 

organization's presentation with the video screening. The chairman stated Oil Wrestling 

was already validated when it was inscribed on UNESCO ICH list. Thus, the deliberation 



on Turkey Wrestling Federation was passed as a full member without objection.

After its presentation, Georgia National Wrestling Federation was approved as a full 

member, which the Chairperson recommended that it be referred to page 31 of the 

material as it was already validated when it was inscribed on UNESCO ICH list like 

Turky.

Finally, India's National Academy of Martial Arts which applied for membership on 

behalf of Mallayudha, one of Indian traditional martial arts presented an overview of the 

organization and was approved as an associate member. 

The representative of World Thang-Ta Federation in India, Premkumar Singh, said that 

this organization is a mixed martial arts organization such as Taekwondo, Karate, and 

Judo. Hence, saying that it is not suitable for being a member, he suggested that 

WoMAU join an organization representing Mallayudha.

In response, Chairman Chung Hwa-tae replied, "There is no problem in joining the 

associate membership.

As a result, four full members and one associate member are added to WoMAU 

members, making it a total of 67 organizations in 46 countries.

WoMAU Flag Award Ceremony : new member organizations

Representatives of the approved organizations including IZSF in Iran, expressed their 

gratitude and expectations on obtaining membership of WoMAU. 

<Item 7> Presentation by WoMAU members on their activities : Skip

Singapore Silat Federation of International Pencak Silat Federation and The East Asia 

Taekwondo Union were supposed to introduce their activities, but due to the problems 



on presentation material and absence of a speaker, these presentations were not able 

to proceed. 

<Item 8> Approval to attract a member to the 19th Annual Meeting 

Before asking to approve the agenda on hosting the 19th Annual General Meeting of 

the World Martial Arts Union in Singapore, asking Mr. Yacob Marican Sheik Alauddin, 

head of the Singapore Silat Federation (affiliated to the International Pencaksilat 

Federation), for a introduction on the agenda, the chairman asked Mr. Sheik Alauddin to 

present for it. He stated that the president of WoMAU Secretariat had visited Singapore 

to discuss the bid for the AGM and the event is to be held between November 18 and 

22 in 2020. Saying that the first Global Martial Arts Championship and Convention 

(GMAC 2020) would also be held with the AGM of WoMAU, he appealed it would be a 

great opportunity to promote martial arts if AGM is held in Singapore.

In response, the chairman expressed an appreciation for Singapore's bid to host the 

AGM and ordered to decide on this agenda, and it was unanimously approved. 

Chung Hwa-Tae, chairman of the AGM, said, "We will prepare well for the festival and 

the 19th general assembly to be held in Chungju in two years.“, asking for participants 

understanding that there were difficulties in accepting them all in 2019.  

In addition, the chairman asked that membership due be paid in time. And he said 

“new organizations have to pay dues from the year they joined, and the secretariat will 

try to find a way for members that have difficulty in paying membership due.”

<Item 9> Other Business

Requests from Secretariat

⦁Guide to the procedure for members from abroad to host the Annual General 

Meeting in 2022

The bid is usually required to announce its intention to bid two years before the 

meeting. At least a decision should be made at the General Meeting next year so that 

the venue of the meeting can be announced. The head of the organization who are 

interested in hosting the AGM was advised to submit an application form (provided 

from WoMAU Secretariat) with information on venue and festival programs by the end 



of May next year along with a letter of intent.

※ Indonesia has expressed its intent to host the 2020 General Meeting, but the 

application period has passed, while Singapore submitted an application within the time 

limit. Thus, it is recommended that the application to host the 2022 General Meeting 

be submitted by the end of May 2020.

⦁ Request the cooperation regarding the participants of the festival.

As the secretariat invites participants in consideration of budget and location 
conditions, the participating organizations are asked to comply with the appropriate 
number of athletes presented by the secretariat.

⦁ Policy for loss of offered air ticket for the representatives of the organizations 

The Chairperson has advised that the participants will fully reimburse for any losses 

caused by the participants' fault and may also be disadvantaged in the following year's 

invitation terms, as there have been repeated occasions in which some representatives 

of the General Meeting had not to take responsibility for the loss of air ticket by 

no-show, change of heart, or mistakes that invalidate the ticket or cause a penalty.

⦁Attention to cooperation in attending the General Meeting and the Festival 

As the number of participants is closely related to the budget, there are difficulties of 

changing it by sudden demands. 

⦁ “Master Plaque Exhibition“ for the founding masters of the World Martial Arts Union 

During the 2012 AGM, in the wake of the demise of Mr. Popovych from Ukraine and 

Mr. Oyong Karmayuda from Indonesia, who were the founding members, the "Master 

Plaque Exhibition" project was agreed to push for, but it has not been implemented 

since. After the death of Mr. Oleg, Colo master from Latvia, in July 2019, Lepine 

ex-Chairman of the General Meeting, proposed this as an agenda item this year again. 

Though belated, the Secretariat will draw up detailed plans for the project so that its 

members can see the results at the next GM. 

⦁Information for the Meeting of the UNESCO listed Martial Arts Promotion Committee 

& the UNESCO listed Martial Arts Joint Performance

   - Meeting (following the GM: 16:00~18:00)

   - UNESCO listed Martial Arts Joint Performance (Opening celebratory performance of Chungju 



World Martial Arts Festival : 31(Sat.), 18:00~19:30), 

    Main Stage of the World Martial Arts Park

   - Ssireum Demonstration & Experience (30(Fri.)15:00~17:00, 31(Sat.) 18:21:00),

     World Martial Arts Exchange Zone

Chairman Chung Wha-Tae asked the representatives who were willing to speak in the 

final order of the other business 

⦁ Ms. Yayuk, the representative of Indonesia Pencak Silat Perisai Putih

She said that there is an intent to host the General Meeting in 2020 as a Mayor in 

Indonesia made an official announcement, and her organization joined under the name 

of Indonesia Pencak Silat Perisai Putih in 2002 when WoMAU established, but the 

Secretariat is often confused with International Pencak Silat Federation as written on the 

material, and requested a correction on it. 

In response, Chung Hwa-Tae, chairman of the General Meeting, said that since the 

Singapore Silat Federation submitted the application within the end of May 2019, the 

deadline for the application, asking Indonesia to submit the application before the 

deadline to host the general meeting in 2022, and Secretariat will change the name of 

organization correctly on the material.

⦁ Nanson Irwin Cartland (representative of Sarawakdayak martial arts in Malyasia)

Recalling based on the article of WoMAU statute in the material indicating that if 

member are absent from a meeting or if membership fee is unpaid, there is restriction 

of rights that the representatives of World Seni Silat Lincha Malaysia Federation and 

Hapkikwan International in Serbia were absent for fourth consecutive year, and Malaysia 

organization paid the membership fee only once, and his organization was absent only 

once in 2018, he asked what disadvantages will be given on organizations that had 

been absent consecutively

Chairman Chung Hwa-Tae said, if a member does not attend the General Meeting or 

pay membership fees for three consecutive years, it will lose the right to become an 

executive, and if it participates again for two consecutive years, the right will be 

restored.



⦁ Achievement award presentation ceremony

The host announced that there would be an achievement award presentation ceremony 

that was pushed back for the donation ceremony.

Recalling those who passed away contributed a lot to the development of WoMAU, the 

chairman conferred meritorious awards. Saying that he was happy to have the 

opportunity to express his gratitude, albeit belated, he awarded achievement awards the 

representatives of Indonesia Pencak Silat Perisai Putih and Latvia International Kolo 

Organization on behalf of the dead.

⦁ John Clement (representative of ARMA in Poland)

He said that he pointed out this problem to WoMAU six years ago, but it still hasn't 

been changed. Regarding the items displayed in the Martial arts museum, he criticized 

that establishing the World Martial Arts Museum is a good way to promote and 

safeguard martial arts, but the weapons displayed in the Museum are only a crude 

ornament, not heritages, and a complete fiction that had never existed in history. He 

emphasized that the Museum should display a sample of historical items or record 

authentic martial arts history, but there are fictional and non-functional ornaments in it 

even some items already widely known are crude enough or manufactured in the wrong 

way...... Although the museum is a great means of education that displays representative 

items of the martial art, such as historical existence or execution, incorrect information 

and incorrect samples are giving the public false information, rather humiliating the 

museum. Therefore, he pointed out that the displayed items need to be evaluated  

through qualified weapons experts, and in particular, it is the essential thing to obtain 

the advice from International Council of Museums(ICOM) for exhibition items. He said 

he is willing to connect the network he knows about, including the World Weapons 

Curator. 

Chairman Chung Hwa-tae agreed that the museum needs to adjust the whole thing, 

including incorrect information and explained that there has not been an expert such as 

a martial arts historian in charge of the pointed things.  In particular, He humbly 

accepted the  criticism,  acknowledging that Asian exhibits on the second floor and  

martial arts and programs in other countries such as Europe, North America and Africa, 

are generally insufficient and expressed gratitude for his valuable advice. Futhermore, he  



said "when International Center of Martial Arts building is built, WoMAU will move, so 

the museum needs renovation, and then we will try to make sure the museum exhibits 

are better refurbished." 

⦁ George Lepin(representative of Okichitaw in Canada)

Mr. George Lepine also added a few comments on the matter. He said that although 

there are indigenous items that have been donated in the museum, they are more of a 

personal nature than that being from a Plains Indigenous Society that Okichitaw is truly 

reflected by. There are items within the museum that have been donated from various 

indigenous communities, however, we need to be careful about providing actual 

historical war weapons and other related indigenous items which may be considered 

traditional, sacred and spiritual in nature. In fact, items that have been donated by the 

Indigenous community from Canada here within the Chungju museum, are thought to 

have been provided as more of an exhibition than that of an actual museum. Okichitaw 

Indigenous Combat Arts has donated a number of representative martial arts weapons 

which are used to train our indigenous combat concept within this modern era. Mr. 

Lepine added, "I fully agree with the representative of the Association of Renaissance 

Martial Arts (Mr. John Clement) that weapons, artifacts and historical materials need to 

be supervised by experts."

The chairman said that the advice of George Lepine is acceptable. 

⦁ Richardson Gialogo (Representative of Philippines Arnis) 

He also agreed with his mentions, saying that he donated many Arnis items, but he has 

not seen these in the Museum. 

The chairman said he would ask for the advice of experts, saying the museum has not 

been properly overhauled because there have been no experts. Finally, he declared the 

closure of the General Meeting, saying thanks to the interpreters and participants.  




