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Thank you for joining us today! 

¡Gracias por acompañarnos! 
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1311 Robinson Drive • Haines City, FL 33844 

Phone: (863) 422-4370 • Fax: (863) 421-2522 • www.stannhc.com 



PARISH  SACRIFICIAL  GIVING 

MASS  INTENTIONS 

Saturday, March 16, 2024 
  4:00 PM   Victoria Briner 
  6:00 PM (Sp.)  Pedro & Ana Bautista 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 
  8:00 AM  John Alexander Rivera 
10:00 AM  Judith Ference 
12:00 PM (Sp.)  Birthday of Clara & Oscar Rios  
  6:00 PM (Sp.)  Rosa Maria Calderon 
Monday, March 18, 2024 
  9:00 AM  Mary Ference  
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 
  9:00 AM  Birthday of Roniel & Yediel 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
  9:00 AM  Memorial Mass Association 
Thursday, March 21, 2024 
  9:00 AM   Chester Lutostanski 
Friday, March 22, 2024 
  9:00 AM  Esther Casas 
Saturday, March 23, 2024 
  4:00 PM  Bob Visnus 
  6:00 PM (Sp.)  Ana Fernandez 
Sunday, March 24, 2024 
  8:00 AM  Michelle Wieber 
10:00 AM  Jason Beardslee 
12:00 PM (Sp.)  Rosa Maria Calderon  
  6:00 PM (Sp.)  Benita Ferral 

FOLLOW  US 

  Follow us on Instagram: 
Stannhainescity 

YouTube Channel:  

St. Ann Catholic Church Haines City 

Like us on Facebook 

St Ann Catholic Church Haines City 

March 9 & 10, 2024 
 
  Regular Offertory:  $16,873.50 
  Buildings & Grounds Collection:  $2,230 
  50/50:  Winner has been notified - $179 
  Faith Direct February 15-29: $5,934.65 
  Miscellaneous:  $3,675.33 
 
OCA 2024 Update:  
 
Please consider supporting Our Catholic 
Appeal.   
 
  Goal:  $193,030.13 
  Pledged to Date:  $130,805.48 
  Paid to Date:  $62,785.43 
  Amount Due in Pledges:  $62,224.65 
 

While we have reached our goal in promises,  
please be faithful to your commitments. 

 

Thank you for helping to spread the  
good news of salvation! 

 

Parishioners are invited to come 
celebrate with us the real presence of 

Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. 
 
 
      Monday-Friday     9:00 AM - Eng. 
        
      Saturday, Vigil Mass for Sunday   4:00 PM - Eng.  
      Saturday, Vigil Mass for Sunday   6:00 PM - Sp.  
      Sunday       8:00 AM - Eng.   10:00 AM - Eng. 
                        12:00 PM - Sp.     6:00 PM - Sp. 

 
Confessions:   

 

   Saturdays 2:00-3:30 PM, English & Spanish 
    or by appointment. 

 

Call the Parish Office at (863) 422-4370.   
Thank you! 

MASS  SCHEDULE 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

will take place all day on Fridays in the church  

from 9:30 AM-6:30 PM. 
 

*Every first Friday of the month, the reposition will 

be at 5:30 PM, followed by Mass in Spanish. 

Grupo devoción a San Jose se reunirá el mes de Enero en 
el hogar de la familia de:  

 

Sra. Maria Angelica 

28 Bennett St., Haines City, FL 33844 

If you haven’t already, please consider enrolling.  

You may visit faith.direct/FL1031 or through 

our website www.stannhc.com to enroll for 

regular Offertory and our Buildings & Grounds 

fund securely on-line.  Also, “text to give” is 

available at (863) 400-1077.  You can text to enroll and text any 

dollar amount.  
 

We pray for your continued good health and safety in this time of 

change, and always know you are in our prayers.  God Bless You! 
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In the Gospel this Sunday, Jesus used the grain of wheat as an example to explain the mystery of death and 

resurrection to a group of people who were familiar with agriculture.  A grain not buried cannot bring life 

to a new plant or produce more fruits or seeds.  Jesus uses this comparison to demonstrate that death is 

not the end but the starting point of a new life.  
 

Tertullian, one of the Fathers of the Church, wrote: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of Christians.”  

In the early years of Christianity, when Christians were being persecuted, there were thousands of 

martyrs.  The Roman Empire believed that killing Christians would end Christianity, but it actually did the opposite.  As more 

Christians were martyred, the greater was the growth and strength of Christianity.   
 

During Spring, I like to observe the metamorphosis of butterflies.  During this time, we collect many caterpillars and place them in a 

cage in our Parish Office.  We observe how they become fat after eating the milkwood leaves and make their own cocoon, which 

will serve as their home for approximately two weeks.  It initially looks like a dead worm before a beautiful butterfly emerges.  A 

couple of hours after birth and after consuming some water mixed with honey, the butterfly is ready to begin its flight.  These 

animals can live for 24 days or, like the monarch butterfly, for nine months.   
 

I like butterflies.  For me, they symbolize the resurrection or transformation of life.  When we die, we are transformed into a 

glorious body like Christ’s.  That is why we should never fear dying when convinced of the truth about eternal life.  
 

Fr. Alfonso Cely 

Pastor 

READY  TO  FLY 

OFFICE  OF  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 

 

CONTINUING FORMATION PROGRAM (CURRENT & NEW STUDENTS) 
 

CURRENT STUDENTS in Grades 2, 3, 4, & 5, and NEW STUDENTS currently in Grades 2, 3, 4, & 5 who have already received their 

First Holy Communion or will have received the Sacrament prior to the start of classes in Sept. 2024  
 

Classes will be available once a week on Saturdays at 10:00 AM (No Home Study) or once a month (which will include Home Study) 

on the 1st Sunday of each month at 11:15 AM. 
 

SPECIAL NOTE to parents of children currently in Grade 5:  Enrolling your child in our Special two-year Confirmation Prep 

program for those entering Grade 6 is strongly recommended.  Participation in a two-year program leading to the Sacrament of 

Confirmation is the most appropriate way to prepare for the Sacrament. 
 

Currrent Students Only - Remaining Registration Dates before Easter are:  

March 19 & March 21- 10:30 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00-4:00 PM 

March 22 - 10:30 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00-2:00 PM 

March 23 - 9:15 AM-12:00 PM 
 

Registration for CURRENT STUDENTS will resume on Tuesday, April 9, 2024 - Days & times will be exactly the same as for new 

students.   

REGISTRATION CONTINUES for CURRENT KINDERGARTEN, 1ST GRADE, & 6TH GRADE STUDENTS.  
 

SPECIAL NOTE to parents of CURRENT 1st Grade Students:  2nd Grade is the most appropriate grade for your child to receive 

their First Holy Communion. 
 

Remaining Registration Dates before Easter are: March 19 & March 21 - 10:30 AM-12:00 PM & 1:00-4:00 PM 

 March 22 - 10:30 AM-12:00 PM & 1:00-2:00 PM 

 March 23 - 9:15 AM-12:00 PM 
 

Registration for CURRENT STUDENTS will resume on Tuesday, April 9, 2024 - Days & times will be exactly the same as for new 

students. 

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION: BEGINS ON TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2024 
 Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday only: 10:30 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00-4:00 PM  

NEEDED: Catechists (Bilingual SP/Eng or Eng only) - Assistant Catechists (Bilingual SP/Eng or Eng only) -  

 Program Assistants (Bilingual SP/Eng, Eng only, or Sp only)  
 

If interested, please call the Religious Education Office at  (863) 438-2700.  

IMPORTANT MANDATORY MEETING 

FOR PARENTS OF STUDENTS RECEIVING FIRST HOLY COMMUNION ON MAY 18 

Wednesday, April 3, 2024 - 7:00 PM in church 

PAGE 3             MARCH 17, 2024 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



STATIONS OF THE 

CROSS

Every Friday in Lent 

Repose of the 

Holy Sacrament 

4:45 PM

5:15 PM - English

6:15 PM - Spanish

The Way of the Cross, or the 

Stations of the Cross, is a Christian 

devotion that commemorates the 

events of Good Friday, from Jesus 

being condemned to death to the 

moment He is laid in the tomb.

In commemorating the Feast 

of St. Joseph (our patron 

saint of the church), we 

invite you to join us in 

celebrating Mass on:

March 19

9:00 AM - Eng.

6:00 PM - Sp.

Immediately following Mass, 

we will have coffee and 

donuts in the Social Hall. 

Please join us!

Join us at the celebration
of the Chrism Mass at the 

Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary
Queen of the Universe

8300 Apopka Vineland Ave.
Orlando

Monday, March 25 at 11:00 AM

or via live stream on the diocesan 
Facebook page.

During the Chrism Mass, Bishop Noonan will consecrate the 
holy oils for Catechumens, used in Sacraments, 

and to anoint the Sick. 

The Chrism Mass is also an opportunity for all priests to 
renew their priestly vows.

We are asking for bags of candy, 

baskets, and plastic egg 

donations for our:

“Easter Egg Hunt”

Sunday, March 31

2:00 PM

There will be a box in the 

Narthex where you can drop off your 

donations.

Thank you in advance for participating!

It Starts with a SPARK

We believe God wants to do 

something NEW in the Church.  By 

the power of Jesus in the Eucharist, 

we believe we stand on the precipice 

of revival.

But revival is not something that WE do.  It is a sovereign act 

of God in response to the prevailing prayers of his people.

Beginning on March 20, join us in praying for revival with the 

Spark Series—nine short daily reflections inviting you to open 

your heart to the renewal God desires. 

Download your copy today at:

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1aAVPb3rMK_rBnH5F8XWiwPB5VL-ZBm77/view?

usp=drive_link  

Or pick up a copy from the wall pockets in the Narthex.
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Join us for our Spring event this weekend!

Saturday, March 16 & 

Sunday, March 17
(After Masses) 

We have fresh squeezed Orange Juice straight from 

St.  Ann’s Orange Grove, Hot Dogs, Popcorn, 

Cotton Candy, Coffee, & Donuts.

You will also have the opportunity to buy your 

spring plants at reasonable prices.

Veils over sacred images keep our minds on the promise of Easter: It seems strange that during the most sacred 

time of year, Catholics cover everything beautiful in their churches, even the crucifix.  Shouldn’t we be looking at the 

painful scene at Calvary while we listen to the Passion narrative on Palm Sunday? 

Veiling of statues and images: While it may appear counterintuitive to veil statues and images during the final weeks 

of Lent, the Catholic Church recommends this practice to heighten our senses and build a longing for Easter Sunday.  It is 

a tradition that should not only be carried out in our local parish but can also be a fruitful activity for the “domestic church” to practice. 

The rubrics can guide us.  In the Roman Missal, we find the instruction, “In the Dioceses of the United States, the practice of covering 

crosses and images throughout the church from Sunday may be observed.  Crosses remain covered until the end of the Celebration of 

the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.” 

This is the Church’s current practice, but veiling from the Fifth Sunday of Lent onward is minuscule compared to what was once 

practiced.  For example, in Germany, there was a tradition to veil the altar from view throughout Lent. 

Families are encouraged to imitate this practice and veil prominent religious images in their homes.  It helps us participate in the liturgical 

season, especially if we are prevented from attending Mass during the week.  Otherwise, we only see the veiled images in church once or 

twice before Easter, which has a minor effect on us.  It is also a beautiful tradition to pass down to our children, who will be intrigued by 

it, and it will make this time of year truly special for them.  We go to great lengths to decorate our homes for Easter, so why not prepare 

for the great feast using veils?

Why cover up something beautiful?  But why go to such lengths to cover up images designed to raise our hearts and minds toward 

heaven?

First, we use veils to alert us of the special time we are in.  When we walk into church and notice everything is covered, we immediately 

know something is different.  These last two weeks of Lent are meant to be a time of immediate preparation for the Sacred Triduum, and 

these veils are a forceful reminder to get ready. 

Second, the veils focus our attention on the words being said at Mass.  When we listen to the Passion narrative, our senses can focus on 

the striking words from the Gospel and truly enter into the scene. 

Third, the church uses veils to create heightened anticipation for Easter Sunday.  This is further actualized when you attend daily Mass and 

see the veils each day.  You don’t want them to be there because they hide some beautiful images. 

And therein lies the whole point: the veils are not meant to be there forever. The images need to be unveiled; it is unnatural for them to 

be covered. 

The unveiling before the Easter Vigil is a great reminder of our own life on earth.  We live in a “veiled” world, exiled from our true home.  

Only through our own death is the veil lifted, and we can finally see the beauty of everything in our lives.
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En el Evangelio de este domingo, Jesús tomó como ejemplo el grano de trigo para explicar el misterio 

de la muerte y la resurrección a un grupo de personas familiarizadas con la agricultura. Un grano no 
enterrado no puede dar vida a una nueva planta ni producir más frutos o semillas. Jesús usa esta 

comparación para demostrar que la muerte no es el final sino el punto de partida de una nueva vida. 
 

Tertuliano, uno de los Padres de la Iglesia, escribió: “La sangre de los mártires es la semilla de los 

cristianos”. En los primeros años del cristianismo, cuando los cristianos eran perseguidos, hubo miles 

de mártires. El Imperio Romano creía que matar cristianos acabaría con el cristianismo, pero en 

realidad hizo todo lo contrario. Cuanto más cristianos eran martirizados, mayor era el crecimiento y la 

fuerza del cristianismo. 
 

Durante la primavera me gusta observar la metamorfosis de las mariposas. Durante este tiempo, recolectamos muchas orugas y las 

colocamos en una jaula en nuestra Oficina Parroquial. Observamos cómo engordan después de comer las hojas del palo de leche y 

elaboran su propio capullo, que les servirá de hogar durante aproximadamente dos semanas. Inicialmente parece un gusano muerto antes 

de que surja una hermosa mariposa. Un par de horas después de nacer y después de consumir un poco de agua mezclada con miel, la 

mariposa está lista para iniciar su vuelo. Estos animales pueden vivir 24 días o, como la mariposa monarca, nueve meses. 
 

Me gustan las mariposas. Para mí simbolizan la resurrección o transformación de la vida. Cuando morimos, somos transformados en un 

cuerpo glorioso como el de Cristo. Por eso nunca debemos temer morir cuando estamos convencidos de la verdad sobre la vida eterna. 
 

P. Alfonso Cely 

Pastor 

 

PROGRAMA DE FORMACIÓN CONTINUA (ESTUDIANTES ACTUALES Y NUEVOS) 
  

ESTUDIANTES ACTUALES en los grados 2, 3, 4 y 5, y NUEVOS ESTUDIANTES actualmente en los grados 2, 3, 4 y 5 que ya han 

recibido su Primera Comunión o habrán recibido el Sacramento antes del inicio de clases en septiembre de 2024.  
  

Las clases estarán disponibles una vez a la semana los sábados a las 10:00 AM (sin estudio en el hogar) o una vez al mes (que incluirá 

estudio en el hogar) el primer domingo de cada mes a las 11:15 AM. 
  

NOTA ESPECIAL para los padres de niños que actualmente están en el Grado 5:  Se recomienda encarecidamente inscribir a su 

hijo en nuestro programa especial de preparación para la confirmación de dos años para aquellos que ingresan al Grado 6.  La 

participación en un programa de dos años que conduce al Sacramento de la Confirmación es la forma más apropiada de prepararse para 

el Sacramento. 
  

Solo para estudiantes actuales - Las fechas de inscripción restantes antes de Semana Santa son:  

19 y 21 de marzo: 10:30 AM-12:00 PM y 1:00-4:00 PM 

22 de marzo - 10:30 AM-12:00 PM y 1:00-2:00 PM 

23 de marzo - 9:15 AM– 12:00 PM 
  

La inscripción para los ESTUDIANTES ACTUALES se reanudará el martes 9 de abril de 2024 - Los días y horarios serán exactamente los 

mismos que para los nuevos estudiantes.   

LA INSCRIPCIÓN CONTINÚA PARA LOS ESTUDIANTES ACTUALES DE KÍNDER, 1ER GRADO Y 6º GRADO.  
  

NOTA ESPECIAL para los padres de  los estudiantes ACTUALES de 1er grado: - El 2do grado es el grado más apropiado para 

que su hijo reciba su Primera Comunión. 
  

Las fechas de inscripción restantes antes de Pascua son:  19 y 21 de marzo - 10:30 AM-12:00 PM y 1:00-4:00 PM 

 22 de marzo - 10:30 AM-12:00 PM y 1:00-4:00 PM 

 23 de marzo - 9:15 AM-12:00 PM 
  

La inscripción para los ESTUDIANTES ACTUALES se reanudará el martes 9 de abril de 2024 - Los días y horarios serán exactamente los 

mismos que para los nuevos estudiantes. 

INSCRIPCIÓN DE NUEVOS ESTUDIANTES: comienza el martes 9 DE ABRIL DE 2024 

 Martes, jueves y viernes solamente: 10:30 AM-12:00 PM y 1:00-4:00 PM 

NECESARIOS: Catequistas (Bilingües SP/Eng o Eng solamente) - Catequistas Asistentes (Bilingües SP/Eng o Eng solamente) - 

Asistentes de programa (Bilingües SP/Eng, Eng solamente, o SP solamente) 

  

Si está interesado, llame a la Oficina de Educación Religiosa al (863) 438-2700.  

¿ESTÁS LISTO PARA 
 

REGISTRO? 

REUNIÓN OBLIGATORIA IMPORTANTE 

PARA LOS PADRES DE LOS ESTUDIANTES QUE RECIBIRÁN LA PRIMERA COMUNIÓN EL 18 DE MAYO 

Miércoles, Abril 3, 2024 - 7:00 PM en iglesia 

PÁGINA 6              17 DE MARZO DE 2024 

LISTO  PARA  VOLAR 

OFICINA  DE  EDUCACION  RELIGIOSA 
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Todos los Viernes de 

Cuaresma

Reposición del 

Santisimo Sacramento

4:45 PM

Estaciones de la Cruz

5:15 PM (Ing.)

6:15 PM (Esp.)

El Camino de la Cruz, o
Las Estaciones de la Cruz, es una 

devoción cristiana que 
conmemora los eventos del 

Viernes Santo, desde que Jesús es 
condenado a muerte hasta el 

momento en que es puesto en la 
tumba.

Por favor, considere ayudarnos a hacer que nuestra celebracións 

de SEMANA SANTA y PASCUA realmente glorifique al Señor 
apoyando nuestro FONDO DE FLORES.  Estamos agradecidos 

por cualquier cantidad, pero sugerimos una donación 

mínima de $25.

Este próximo 19 de Marzo 

día de San José, en 

conmemoración al Santo 

Patrono de la iglesia, 

tendremos una Misa que se 

celebrará a las

9:00 AM - (Ing.)

6:00 PM - (Esp.)

Inmediatamente después 

de la Misa se estará 

ofreciendo un compartir a 

la feligresía.

Acompáñenos!

Estamos requeriendo donaciones 

de bolsas de dulces, canastas y 

huevos de plástico para nuestra

"Búsqueda de huevos de Pascua"

domingo, 31 de marzo

2:00 PM

Habrá una caja en el

Narthex donde puedes dejar tus 

donaciones.

Acompáñanos en la celebración

de la Misa Crismal en la 
Basílica del Santuario Nacional de 

María
Reina del Universo

8300 Apopka Vineland Ave.
Orlando

Lunes 25 de marzo a las 11:00 AM

o a través de una transmisión en vivo 
en la página diocesana de Facebook.

Durante la Misa Crismal, el Obispo Noonan consagrará los 
santos óleos para los catecúmenos, utilizados en los 

sacramentos, y ungir a los enfermos. 

La Misa Crismal es también una oportunidad para que todos 
los sacerdotes renueven sus votos sacerdotales.
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