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Putting the ‘M’ in STEM  

A Week of Inspirational Math 

EVERYONE’S A MATHEMATICIAN!  

We decided to do some myth busting to start off the camp today! You may have heard some-

one being called a “math person,” or maybe you were told that you just didn’t have the 

“right brain” for math. Well, math is like any other skill in life! The more you practice and 

push yourself, the better you become. To show that, we did an activity: make every number 

between 1 and 2o by using any mathematical operation (addition, subtraction, multiplica-

tion, etc.) with four number 4’s. For example, we can make the number 16 by taking 

4+4+4+4=16. It gets tricky as you need to use all of the 4’s, but a hint is that for some num-

bers, parenthesis must be used.  

You will be surprised by how many numbers you can create! And while you may get stuck at 

some of the harder numbers, with enough persistence and creativity, you can find many of 

them. Also, another challenge is to see how many different ways you can make a specific 

number by using the Four 4’s. 

Campers learn how to use math creatively and cooperatively with this brain teaser. Campers 

helped each other by teaching how to use some of the harder basic mathematical operations 

like multiplication and division. Others learned how to use more complicated and obscure 

operations like powers, factorials, and square roots. 

JUMP ROPES AND MATH  

We watched a video of an extremely fast jump roper. We used various observational skills 

like sight and hearing to estimate the amount she could do during the video. We found out 

she could do 38 jumps in seven seconds! Then comes the challenge the campers tackled: 

how many could she do in 30 seconds? 60 seconds? 

The campers came up with various different ways to estimate the number she could do in 30 

seconds. The most accurate method is to take the number of jumps she did and divide it by 

the time it took for her to do it. That comes out to be 5.43 jumps per second! Then to find 

the number she would do in 30 seconds, we simply multiply 5.43 by 30 giving us 162 jumps. 

Using this method, we were able to perfectly predict the number of jumps she did in the full 

30 second period. 

This activity teaches campers how to apply fundamental concepts of math to real world 

examples. This connection between abstract math concepts, such as division and multiplica-

tion, and real life events, the jumps, is one of the easiest and best ways to teach math to 

young kids.  

CONTACT US 

Christine Marsden, 

cmarsden@crsd.org  

CONNECTION QUESTIONS 

 What did you discover today 

that you didn’t know before?  

 What was a challenge you 

faced today? How did you 

overcome it?  

 Which activities did you 

enjoy the most?  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 If you would like a STEM 

Stars Academic scarf, send in 

a check or cash of $20 and 

$4 per patch. Click here and 

the form will launch.  We will 

be in the Newtown Holiday 

Parade on December 2, 2018. 

https://goo.gl/forms/e5Rqa1dLDSe8Fptf1
https://goo.gl/forms/e5Rqa1dLDSe8Fptf1


Day 1 Memories 


