
CACSE Minutes 
Monday, March 10, 2025 @ 6:30 pm – 7:31 pm  

St. Mary’s County Public Schools 
 

1.​ Attendance & Introductions: Keri Johnston – Margaret Brent Middle School rep; Heidi 
Pucheu - Chopticon High School rep; Brandy Powell - CACSE Chair and Chesapeake 
Charter School rep; Ashley Moorhouse – Vice Chair and Special Projects, Spring Ridge 
Middle School rep; Crystal Di Domenico -membership chair & Mechanicsville Elementary 
School rep; Mary Ann Tomasic – VA career advisor; Robyn Roberts – Partners for Success; 
Arnika Eskeland - Decoding Dyslexia; LaShonda Scott; Amanda Michie – Hollywood 
Elementary School rep; Leslie Popliarcheck – Turner Syndrome Society; Jodi Gardner – 
Maryland Coalition of Families; Jonathan Igwebueze; Anna Mudd Morris – SMCP SE 
department supervisor; and Audrey Ellis - Director of Special Education, SMCPS. 
 

2.​ Review & Approve Minutes 
a.​ 02/10/25 minutes reviewed and approved 

 
3.​ Director of Special Education Report 

a.​ This is the last week for bowling corollary sports. 
b.​ MSDE held SDI class which specializes in guidance instruction training. 
c.​ Grant meeting with state, there will be changes coming. 
d.​ Table tents and tubs have arrived.  

i.​ Need to arrange having CACSE stickers put on them and distribute them to schools.​  
 

4.​ Announcements 
a.​ Peer to Peer Parent Support Group – 8 parents at this month’s session 
b.​ Partners for Success – remaining classes for 2024 – 2025 school year: 

i.​ 3/13 Pathfinders Autism 101 
ii.​ 4/29 SSI class; focuses on young adults turning 18; held virtually 6-8pm 
iii.​ 5/15 All About Me class; co-host with CACSE 

 
5.​ Action Items 

a.​ Committee Updates: 
b.​ Current Priorities and Goals 2024-2025  

i.​ Rise Up Awards committee: 
1.​ 47 nominations received 
2.​ Winners will be chosen by Friday March 14th 
3.​ All 47 nominees will be contacted by email and receive a certificate with their 

nomination. 
4.​ Awards will be presented at May 6th Staff Recognition Night. 

ii.​ CACSE website committee: 
1.​ No update at this time. 
2.​ The website is currently down, the board is working on fixing it. 

  

6.​ Next Steps 
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a.​ CACSE sign-up genius will be updated to reflect events. 

i.​ Volunteers are needed for the May 15 class. 
b.​ RAC card update: 

i.​ 1000 RAC cards cost approximately $263 
ii.​ Use more vague wording about meeting time and place 

c.​ Membership update: 
i.​ 6 elementary schools and 1 middle school do not currently have a CACSE rep. 

d.​ We have been continuously increasing social media footprint. 
e.​ Stickers for table tent bins will be printed by Tech Center students for approximately $30. 

i.​ The containers to hold each school’s set of table tents will be $32. 
f.​ After table tent project and Rise Up Awards, approximately $448 will be leftover from 

CACSE budget. 
i.​ Ideas to spend budget: 

1.​ Pamphlet holders for RAC cards (unless we can locate the ones bought before). 
2.​ Manuals for students taking SPED teacher exams 

a.​ Praxis books cost $40 each 
3.​ Need stickers for poster boards to re-cover meeting information, reach out to Tech 

Center again. 
g.​ 2025-2025 Executive Board nominations need to be in by April per by-laws. 
h.​ Next committee meeting and Peer Support meeting will be held 04/7/25 verse 4/14/25 due 

to Spring Break.  
 

7.​Open Discussion 
a.​Ann Mudd Morris, SMCP SE department supervisor: 

i.​ Doing a project to make Big Transitions (elementary to middle school and middle 
school to high school) easier on students and parents.  
1.​Plan to give the final product out at IEP transition meetings. 

 
8.​ Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 7:31pm 


