EYE

I

started in the industry when I was 18 and
had just left high school, so that’s been 36
and a bit years.
I started out on Wombat as a camera
assistant learning off some really great people.
Wombat was all about bringing interesting
things from around the world to Australian
children, so it was a great job.
One day we were sitting around a waterhole
in Africa and there was this stand off between a
herd of elephants and a crocodile.
The crocodile wanted to bask where the
elephants were drinking, but they kept sucking
up water and squirting it at him until he
eventually moved on.
I moved along the ranks at Wombat until the
show died. I suppose nothing can last forever.
They wanted me to do news and current
affairs for Channel 7, but that wasn’t the
direction I wanted to go.
So I went freelance and had to work my way
up again from an assistant to the director of
photography.
There have been so many career highlights
but among them has to be working with my
director of photography idols Don McAlpine on
Peter Pan and Darius Khondji on The Ruins.
During the first part of my career I did put
my family first, so I often chose to work close to
home if I could. I’d go to Melbourne to shoot
The Saddle Club instead of going overseas.
My daughter Shayler is 24 now and my son
Sam is 20.
Their mum Rachel was really understanding
and helpful with the juggle and my current wife
Fiona is the same.
It was really hard, but fortunately my
children loved coming on set with me and
hanging out with dad.
I found I was a dad in these intense bursts of
time. I’d be working long hours, leaving before
they got up and back after they went to bed, but
then there’d be a few months between projects
where I was home all the time.
It was great when the Gold Coast started
attracting international attention and
Hollywood started coming to us rather than me
going to them.

PEOPLE

Big productions I’ve worked on recently
include Pirates of the Caribbean and The
Shallows. At first the set for my current job on
Bureau of Magical Things was going to be moved
to Brisbane and I was dreading the M1, so it’s
fantastic it's filming in Arundel where I live.
Bureau of Magical Things is very similar to
working on any of the other Johnathan M. Shiff
productions I’ve worked on like Mako and H20:
Just Add Water.
He gets the same good people working
around him and it’s like coming home to family.
This time instead of mermaids it has more of
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a city feel and is less about water as it’s focused
on fairies and elves, so I’m trying to give it a
slightly different undertone.
The Gold Coast is the perfect place for any
production to shoot in. Just look at the weather
– we haven’t had one bad day.
The Gold Coast City Council is also really
happy to help out filmmakers – I’ve found them
quite easy to work with.
We have such a diverse range of locations
from the beach to the mountains in such a
contained area, so it’s not like you need to be
sending crews out everywhere.
My biggest advice to aspiring camera
operators is don’t try to go too big too early.
Take the time to learn from people who have
been in the industry a long time.
It’s not just about getting the right shots, it’s
about being able to do so time after time under
extreme pressure and during long hours.
There’ll be times when you’ll be working
harder than you could imagine and times when
there’s no work around. That’s the time a lot of
people choose to leave. It’s why you’ve got to
have passion for the industry.

Shutters & Blinds

“Design & Manufacture of quality
custom shutters & blinds”
AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Manufacturing timber shutters from our own purpose-built factory since 1989. Being
a fully owned and operated Australian company we are proud of our long standing,
highly respected reputation within the industry and this experience guarantees our total
commitment to our valued clients and the products we supply.
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