
E-NEWS AND E-NOTES FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 22nd 2025 

  GROOVIN’ IN GREENVILLE 

DARKE COUNTY FAIR 

GREENVILLE (OCRA) 
FRIDAY AUGUST 15th 
 

4-IN-A-ROW FOR LIL MISS SURESHOT 

JEFF NISONGER & CAM McCOWN TRIPLE 
 
 R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 
R01 2FP LIL MISS SURESHOT p1:59.4 (JNisonger) Ste Livington 

R02 SGT MY PAL SPARKY 1:57.2 (Cam McCown)Jess McCown 

R03 3CP NO CONTEST 

R04 2CT JUDGE LETT 2:06.1 (Justin Hall D/T 

R05 2FP SHE'SSO FAST p2:00.3 (Hank Le Van D/T 

R06 INV SHER'S SPEEDYSHARK 1:58.2 (Nisonger) StLivington 

R07 3FT ANNIE L 2:00.1 (Hank Le Van D/T 

R08 CND ROSE RUN WYLIE p1:58.1 (Pat Melloy Jr D/T 

R09 3CP CLEVELANDTOPROOKIE p1:58 (McCown) PhilGroves 

R10 2CT TONY PAKO 2:03.1 (Jeff Nisonger) Rob Werner 
R11 3FT STRAWBERRY HILL 2:00.2 (Cam McCown) Bret Ater 
R12 2FP ITS NACHO TURN p1:59.4 (Andre Nared) Todd Luther 
R13 SGT TOPVILLE MASTER 1:57.1 (ManMiller) Craig Bowman 
 

 
 

For official results visit ustrotting.com 

Race replays are at: 

https://www.harnessracingohio.com/Video 
 

SATURDAY AUGUST 16th 

HANK LE VAN TAKES THREE 
 R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 

R01 2CP THEETOWN MAILMAN p1:58 (J Beattie) CrBowman 

R02 MDN LEGENDARY NIGHT p2:01.1 (Beattie) CraBowman 

R03 3CT SNEAKPASTTHEM 2:01.2 (Koltin Noble) Jess Smith 

R04 3FP FUDDY DUDDY p2:02 (Roy Wilson) TommieJones 

R05 2FT TANGO L 2:04.4 (Hank Le Van D/T 

R06 SGP LOTSA KNOCK US p1:55.3 (Odell Cross) TreStohler 
R07 CND ODDS ON SIX PACK p1:56.2 (J Belanger) Belanger 
R08 3CT NINETY PROOF 2:02.1 (Pat Melloy Jr D/T 

R09 3FP DANCIN IN MY SLEEP p1:58 (RTharps) SFerguson 

R10 2FT CSNIFFYGIRL 2:06.4 (Kevin Snyder) Kim Dailey 

R11 SGP UNDETERRED p1:56 (Hank Le Van D/T 

R12 2CP FIRED UP HENRY L p1:59.1 (Hank Le Van D/T 

R13 MDN I AM THE BEST p2:04.4 (Clay Scagnoli D/T 

DARKE COUNTY FAIR 

GREENVILLE (OCRA) 
THURSDAY AUGUST 21st 

SEVEN WIN SUPER NIGHT FOR LUTHER 
AUSTIN HANNERS HAS MANNERS ON 4 

R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 
R01 PAR FIRE THE DEMS p1:58.3 (A Hanners) Todd Luther 
R02 PAR READY FOR SUNSHINE 2:02.2 (Ron Gillespie D/T 
R03 AMT UNRESOLVED DEBT 2:04.2 (L Harper) B Hayes 
R04 PAR LOVIN' ON THE SIDE p1:57.1 (J Beattie) R Miller 
R05 HLT BIG BAD WHAMO p2:01.3 (Ranger Steck) Brooks 
R06 CND MONEYLIKEITIS p1:58.4 (Christopher Hope D/T 
R07 AMT BURNOUT 1:57.2 (Greg Luther) Todd Luther 
R08 PAR ROSE RUN ART 1:58.4 (AHanners) Todd Luther 
R09 PAR VOLSTARITA 1:58.1 (L Ebersole) Cass Lecourt 
R10 PAR WOODROW BLUE CHIP p1:56.2 (Beattie) Luther  
R11 PAR OHOHOH IM ON FIRE p1:56.1 (Hanners) Luther 
R12 ROB SWAGGY CAL p1:54.3 (AHanners) Todd Luther 
R13 PAR DON'T TELL ANYONE 2:02.1 (Detweiler)Schwartz 
R14 CN WESTERN READY p1:57.2 (CNewberry) SFerguson 
R15 AMT MACADOODLEDOO p1:58.4 (GrLuther) T Luther 
 



LORAIN COUNTY FAIR 

WELLINGTON (HTCS) 
SUNDAY AUGUST 17th 

DREW NEILL NOTCHES FOUR 

A TRIPLE FOR JASON THOMPSON 

4 STRAIGHT FOR JASMINES DIAMOND 
R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 

R01 2FT NO APPROVAL NEEDED 2:02 (Ryan Stahl D/T 
R02 2FP ROSE RUN BOUNTY p1:59 (Drew Neill) Cory Deyermand 
R03 2FT MONI OUT THEWINDOW 2:09 (Elliot Deaton) GarMartin 
R04 2FP I'LL BE HOME FIRST p2:00.1 (Justine Irvine) Don Irvine Jr 
R05 2FT GOOD MISS GRACIOUS 2:05 (Man Miller) Miles Woolam 
R06 2FP LAUGHING TWO p2:00 (Jason Thompson) Jim Graham 
R07 2FT JASMINES DIAMOND 2:06 (Elliot Deaton) Garry Martin 
R08 3FT SUDSNRITZ 2:03.4 (Drew Neill) Herman Hagerman 
R09 3FP CROSWINDS SWEETPE p2:02 (Drew Neill) Ryan Deaton 
R10 3FT PROMISE AT DAWN 2:01.2 (JThompson) Kerry Merriman 
R11 3FP ANGEL IN PARADISE p1:59 (Jason Thompson) DIrvine Jr 
R12 3FT SUPER ALEXANDA 2:02 (Ammon Hershberger D/T 
R13 SGP VEL MR STEVE p1:56.2 (Drew Neill) Larry Clabaugh 

 

MONDAY AUGUST 18th 

 

BRAIDEN & BETTY TEAM UP FOR FOUR 
DREW NEILL MATCHES ‘EM WITH FOUR 

 R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 
R01 2CP PUMKIN SKIN p1:58 (Br Rhodes) Betty Clegg 

R02 2CT LONG HILL 2:03.4 (Ty Angus) Levi Hershberger 
R03 2CT PUMP AVTION 2:04.2 (Drew Neill) Rosy Weaver 
R04 2CP ULTIMATE CATCH p2:00 (JaThompson) S Cox 

R05 2CT ECKERT HILL BRADY 2:03.4 (DNeill) RWeaver 
R06 2CP I AM THE SEA p2:00 (Braiden Rhodes) B Clegg 

R07 3CT LETSGOTOPARIS 2:01.2 (Edward Miller D/T 

R08 3CP THE ONYX DRAGON p1:58.3 (J Irvine) GMartin 

R09 3CT TINY TOM 2:00 (Justin Irvine) Eli Miller 
R10 3CP RODEO JET p1:56.2 (Drew Neill) Jessica Miller 
R11 3CP DOWNBYTHEPARADE p2:01 (BRhodes)BClegg 

R12 3CT SPEND THE PRIZE 2:01.2 (D Neill) Rosy Weaver 
R13 3CP WIDGER BOYS p1:59 (B Rhodes) Betty Clegg 

R14 SGT SWEET SOUL DAVID 2:01 (M Miller) Hagerman 

 

 
MONROE COUNTY FAIR 

WOODSFIELD (SVCC) 
TUESDAY AUGUST 18th 

A DOUBLEUP FOR CONRAD/CARTER 
R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 

R01 2FT TRIUMPHANT TIMES 2:04.1 (Daren Harvey D/T 

R02 3CP LOUS BOY p1:59.4 (Jimmy Smith D/T 

R03 3CT POWER HILL 2:02.4 (Alex Hawk) Mike Sowerss 

R04 2FP WAR CRY p2:09.1 (Carson Conrad) Steve Carter 

R05 3CT MISTER SQUEEZE 2:01.4 (Carson Conrad) S Carter 
 

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 20th 

BRADY CLEMENS ENTWINES FIVE 

MADDIE'S DELITE HAS WIN #9 
R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 

R01 2CT WHISTLE ONTHE WIN 2:04.2 (Alex Hawk) EOwings 

R02 2CP I'M A DANCIN MAN p1:57.3 (Clemens) Nesselroad 

R03 3FT DOODLE BUG 2:02.4 (Chris Meyers) Barney Dillon 

R04 3FP MADDIE'S DELITE p1:58.1 (CarConrad) Steve Carter 

R05 SGT MJ'SLIBERTYVALANCE 2:01.4 (BClemens) D Bross 

R06 2CP TSUNAMI KING 2:00.1 (BClemens) Eric Nesselroad 

R07 2CT MILE RANGE 2:04.1 (Carson Conrad) Steve Carter 

R08 SGP CHOOSE CAREFULLY p1:59.4 (Clemens) Hochstetler 

R09 3FT I BEE CREAM 2:01.3 (Brady Clemens) Jeff Kirkbride 

R10 3FP TIP p1:59.3 (Christian Meyers) Ed Rider 
 

 

 

 



ALLEN COUNTY FAIR 

LIMA (OCRA) 
MONDAY AUGUST 18th 
 

RONNIE GILLESPIE GRABS FOUR 

CLEVELANDTOPROOKIE SAFE ON 14/20 

ANNIE L HAS A 1-2 PUNCH 
  
R  CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 

R01 2FP SKIMMING THE SAND p2:02 (Gillespie) RyMiller 
R02 2CT DUBLINS SIDNEY 2:07.4 (Ronnie Gillespie D/T 

R03 3CP JB MAGIC p1:57.1 (Jeff Nisonger) Tyler Bates 

R04 3FT BANK IT 2:02.1 (Manny Miller) Rory Moore 

R05 HLT BIG BAD WHAMO p1:59.1 (RangerSteck) Brooks 

R06 2FP BURNING SPRINT p2:07.1 (D Fagan)Schwartz 

R07 2CT WINDING PATH 2:07.2 (Ed Greeno Jr D/T 

R08 SGP MERRY JERRY p1:56.1 (RGillespie) Ken Hurst 
R09 3FT ANNIE L 2:04 (Hank Le Van D/T 

R10 2FP SHES SO FAST p2:01.1 (Hank Le Van D/T 

R11 3CP CLEVELANDTOPROOKIE p2:00.2 (HawkGroves 

R12 3FT STRIKE A POSE 2:02.3 (ManMiller) Rory Moore 

R13 3CP FEAR THE PANDA p1:59.2 (RGillespie) RSmith 

 

TUESDAY AUGUST 19th 
 

ZUMMA WORLD ZOOMS TO WIN #8 

JEFF NISONGER NAVIGATES FOUR 

KAYNE KAUFFMAN TRIPLES 
 
 R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 

R01 3FP MANDYS ROTTENAPPLE p1:57.2 (Kauffman) MPohamus 

R02 2CP CHATTAHOOCHIE 2:00 (Drew Neill) Ryan Miller 

R03 2FT CREATINE DOLL 2:08 (Jeff Nisonger) Mark Winters 

R04 2CP ZUMMA WORLD p1:58 (Jeff Nisonger D/T 

R05 LDY SMILE TODAY p2:00 (Bobbie Jo Brewer) Randy Smith 

R06 3CT AMAZING TOM 2:02.1 (Hank Le Van) Dan Krebehenna 

R07 3FP MAA HONEY p2:00.1 (Jeff Nisonger) Tyler Bates  
R08 SGT MR STELE 2:00 (Charles Bolen) Roger Hughes Jr 

R09 2FT NEIGH BRR LADY 2:07.2 (Jeff Nisonger D/T 

R10 SGT ULTRA UNCLE 2:01.2 (Kayne Kauffman) Rory Moore 

R11 2CP YANKEE'S MO p2:02.3 (Shawn Barker II) Logan Rowe 

R12 3CT ILLEGALLY FUNDED 2:02.2 (KKauffman) Mike Polhamus 

DEFIANCE COUNTY FAIR 

HICKSVILLE (OFRC) 
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 20th 

5 IN-A-ROW FOR LYNN RANGE 

AND SUPREME DANCE 

FOUR FOR MANNY MILLER 

DREW NEILL TRIPLES 
R    CND    HORSE    TIME     (DRIVER)     TRAINER 

R01 2FT TOMS QUEEN 2:04 (Drew Neill) Rosy Weaver 

R02 3CP BELIEVE IN TOM p2:01.4 (MSt Louis Jr) Steve Novak 

R03 2CT WHAT SAY YOU 2:07 (Dan Venier) Tyler Bates 

R04 3FP SECTIONLINE FLAME p2:01.2 (MMiller) HHagerman 

R05 2FT LYNN RANGE 2:04.4 (Manny Miller) HHagerman 

R06 3FP CINDER BELLA p2:04.3 (Pierce Henry) ChWilliamson 

        DH  CALLMEOVRDAHILL p2:04.3 (RAlums Jr) JWeller 

R07 2CT BUCKEYE BARON 2:09 (Tyler Rush) Tim Grubb 

R08 2FT SUPREME DANCE 2:06.4 (Drew Neill) Rosy Weaver 

R09 3CP MAMA SAID ZIP IT p1:59.4 (MMiller) MikeSweeney 

R10 LDY BLACK TILLY p2:04.4 (Christina Johnson) Ed Konrad 

R11 SGT STONEY RIDGETOP 2:04 John Konesky III D/T 

R12 CND HELP ME IM RED 2:05.2 ( St Louis Jr) MSchmucker 

R13 SGT RANKIN 2:05 (Drew Neill) Judy Roegner 

R14 CND NOLA CHRISTIAN 2:06 (ManMiller) Thomas Casey 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 A night at the races 
   And it was just one of many but it was the 

only one during a spell 36 years ago this 

month. We had been assembled by 

Ohio's Dave Dolezal, editor/publisher/CEO 

of Hub Rail, Harness Horse and The 

Buckeye magazines as well as being a past 

officer of OHHA to put out his new creation 

titled TIMES: in harness.  

   Ron, Linda, Frank, Gene, the two Sharons, 

myself and a few others came together to 

work that August of 1989. 

   And work we did. 

   Any startup is tough and we all were from 

a diverse set of backgrounds who shared a 

harness horse common theme. 

   As the gals had to paginate the new-style 

publication Frank handled ads while Ron 

and I would edit an overload of type and 

commentary. We had such renown 

columnists as the Squire of Walnut 

Hall Alan Leavitt, the curator of the Hall of 

Fame Phil Pines, breeding expert Curt 

Greene, the "notorious gadfly" Marv Bachrad, president of USHWA in 1992-1993, and numerous 

contributors as well as the legendary Stan Bergstein, the executive vice president of the Harness 

Tracks of America from 1961 to 2011. He was also the first person to be inducted into both the 

United States Harness Racing Hall of Fame and its Communicator's Hall of Fame. 

   Admittedly we had to do some choppin' to get it to fit in but David sternly corrected us to "leave 

Bergstein's column "as is" ...fresh off the fax. (remember those?) 

   The first few weeks before publication were 

intense but really not that bad as we did have 

some downtime before we hit the presses. One 

Saturday night Ron, Frank and I decided to check 

out the simulcast theatre about 10 miles from us.  

   Ron Reed was a great guy and a true professional 

as he had been editor of The Harness Horse, as well 

as a major morning newspaper, and had owned a 

few horses. He loved Lebanon Raceway where he 

and a few of his cronies from Hamilton County 

could enjoy the races together. 



   "It was nothing fancy, we didn't bet that much, but what a good time we had." Some of his 

mannerisms would attest to his being a college roommate at Bowling Green U with Tim Conway who 

would portray a bumbling character on both McHales Navy and The Carol Burnett Show. Ironically 

Ron would say Conway "was the smartest man I ever met." 

   Frank Cotolo was a quick wit and exceptionally gifted musician 

from New York who had plied his trade in California where he 

befriended a driver whose star was rising by the name of Ron 

Pierce. Aside for writing jokes for Bob Hope, Jerry Lewis and others 

he was the head writer for radio superstar Wolfman Jack - I'm 

diggin' you like you're diggin' me - for a few years when they 

appeared on over 2,000 radio stations in 53 countries. They both 

had that "Brooklyn" type of humor. When I commented that he 

was spewing out Yogi Berra-isms Frank just shrugged and said 

"everyone talks like that in Brooklyn... we ask what time is it? You 

answer "now?" 

   The only thing I could throw into the pot was that I had over 20 

years of tales of no dough and woe and - as I tell my constituents - 

I was "down in the trenches" doing a hands-on battle at the races 

throughout the U.S. and Canada with "the Show." And I survived to write about it. 

 

   So the one night we're sitting at a small table in the 

cavernous amphitheater where I felt like I was at a 

cafeteria with no food. Frank - who also was an author 

on several books on handicapping - was looking for an 

"overlay" in hopes of getting a double-digit payoff. Ron 

studied the program and admitted that "nothing stood 

out" when something caught my eye. 

   "This #3 horse that's coming in from Dover Downs in 

Delaware,” I offered, “...his trainer was just a kid years 

ago in New England whose father was a pretty good 

horseman and Stevie became a decent driver. He 

doesn't look like much on paper but I don't think 

they're making the trip up here to sightsee.”  

   Both of them checked the horse out and shook their 

heads. "Not good." 

   "Well," I shrugged, "I'll just take a $10 flyer and use 

him in a couple of trifectas." 

   "Thom," cautioned Ron, "don't waste your money. 

We work too hard for it." 

   "He might be fourth in here but I wouldn't use him," added Frank. "Save your cash." 

    Naturally I had to run up and bet him. Just on a hunch. 



   He wove through traffic like a determined Xmas shopper and won by a length. 

   Now I wasn't as enthusiastic as a third-string hockey player who had just scored the winning goal in 

double overtime as I showed some restraint but I did give it a fist pump and a "yeah!" 

   I turned towards Ron and Frank who were both looking at the screen with the grimace to their jaws 

and I half-apologized: "I was lucky" as the horse paid $35 to win with a $140 trifecta. 

   Ironically it was the only ticket any of us cashed on the night.  

   The magazine took precedence and our schedules 

of going to press and our travels took all of our 

"downtime" away and any trip to the simulcast 

became a thing of the past. The production team 

would put in 30 plus hours straight to get it out. A 

sense of humor was definitely needed as in 

“somebody tell a joke.” 

   Weeks later as we were immersed in paperwork 

and our heads were glued to the computer screens 

Frank was checking entries and results. 

   "Your buddy is racing at the Meadows again," he 

told me. 

   Ron and I lifted our heads up from the stacks of stories to be edited that sat in front of us. 

   "Now?" we both asked in unison. 

   Then back to work we went. 

   And work we did. 
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Thom Pye 


