


POINT MACKENZIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-001
Supporting Responsible Industrial and Data Center Development with Measurable Community and Agricultural Benefits
A RESOLUTION of the Point MacKenzie Community Council expressing support for responsible development at Port MacKenzie and requesting coordinated planning and enforceable commitments to protect neighboring properties, strengthen local infrastructure, and expand agricultural opportunities.
WHEREAS, the Point MacKenzie area includes industrial development opportunities near Port MacKenzie and substantial lands intended for agricultural use; and
WHEREAS, a large data center or associated industrial campus may generate construction and permanent employment, new tax revenue, utility and transportation investment, and demand for local services; and
WHEREAS, such a development could require substantial continuous electrical power and therefore warrants careful planning for energy supply, reliability, environmental performance, and costs to existing utility customers; and
WHEREAS, modern data centers may employ closed-loop dry cooling systems that substantially limit consumptive water use, while appropriate design, enclosure, and acoustic controls can reduce off-site noise; and
WHEREAS, waste heat from data-center operations may provide an opportunity to support nearby greenhouses, livestock buildings, nurseries, food processing, and other agricultural enterprises, subject to engineering and commercial feasibility; and
WHEREAS, the community seeks early, transparent coordination among developers, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, the University of Alaska, affected utilities, neighboring property owners, and agricultural stakeholders;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Point MacKenzie Community Council: 
1. SUPPORTS responsible industrial and data center development at Port MacKenzie when it is planned and operated to protect neighboring residents, agricultural lands, and existing community infrastructure.
2. REQUESTS that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the University of Alaska engage the Council and other local stakeholders early in project and land-use planning, including access, utility corridors, buffering, and compatibility with agriculture.
3. ENCOURAGES project-specific, independently verifiable commitments addressing electricity supply and ratepayer protections; cooling-water consumption and discharge; noise at the nearest occupied residences; on-site backup generation and emissions; hazardous-material containment; stormwater management; and construction and traffic impacts.
4. REQUESTS that developers evaluate agricultural waste-heat recovery during initial engineering, including technical feasibility, cost, potential customers, land and easement needs, and provision for future heat-exchanger and distribution connections where practicable.
5. ENCOURAGES consideration of a phased agricultural heat-reuse demonstration, subject to willing agricultural partners, affordable heat-delivery arrangements, operational reliability, and demonstrated economics; no commitment to build or subsidize agricultural facilities is presumed.
6. SEEKS transparent reporting of projected and actual employment, opportunities for local procurement and workforce training, infrastructure improvements, and anticipated public revenues and costs.
7. REQUESTS a written community-benefits framework with assigned responsibilities, milestones, public reporting, and appropriate accountability mechanisms; any binding land-use, utility, or environmental requirements should be implemented by entities holding the relevant legal authority.
8. DIRECTS that an adopted copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Mayor and Assembly and to the University of Alaska officials responsible for the relevant land and development discussions, with an invitation to meet with the Council.
ADOPTED by the Point MacKenzie Community Council on __________________, 2026, at a duly noticed meeting.
Vote: In favor ______     Opposed ______     Abstained ______
_______________________________________        _______________________________________
Council President / Chair                                     Secretary / Attesting Officer
Date: _______________________________
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