




 
3rd Sunday  
of Advent 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

December 14, 2025 
11 AM 

 
Welcome  Today’s 
pictures are from 
Wreaths Across America,  

                                                 held yesterday. 
Advent Prayer 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert 
would blossom and waters would break forth in the 
wilderness. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of 
the Lord.  
May He give water to all who thirst, 
for He is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting      Wait for the Lord       # 262 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: Be strong, take heart!  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth,  
whose salvation is sure. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 



Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
God of might, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have turned away from our neighbors. 
We have trusted false promises. 
God in our midst, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We plead: come to us. 
Bring Your mercy to birth in us. 

 
Assurance and Forgiveness 
A righteous branch springs 
forth: it is Christ the Lord, 
our Savior, in whom we 
have forgiveness, life, and 
mercy.  By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, receive the grace 
and forgiveness of God 
through + Christ Jesus, 
whose day draws near. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn       #264 
Prepare the Royal Highway       
   
 

Prepare the royal highway;  
the King of Kings is near! 
Let every hill and valley  
a level road appear!     
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: 
 



Refrain:   Hosanna to the Lord, 
  For He fulfills God’s word!   
 

God’s people, see him coming, your own eternal King! 
Palm branches strew before him!  
Spread Garments! Shout and sing! 
God’s promise will not fail you!  
No more shall doubt assail you!   Refrain 
 

Then fling the gates wide open  
to greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet every nation its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him;  
their voices join your singing:        Refrain 
 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding.           Refrain 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, …be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.   Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy place, and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, defend us, gracious Lord. Amen 



Canticle of Praise       This Is The Feast         page 101 
 



 

Prayer of the Day                                    Today Readings      
  

God’s Word                                                    Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146                                                              

   James 5:7-10 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                        page 102 
Al-le-lu--ia,  al-le-lu-lia,  al-le-lu-ia,  al-le--lu-ia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go?   
You have the words of eternal life. 
Al-le-lu--ia,  al-le-lu-lia,  al-le-lu-ia,  al-le--lu-ia. 
 
The Gospel                                         Matthew 11:2-11 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th Chapter, 
beginning with the 2nd verse… 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

The reading of the 
Gospel 

The Gospel of the Lord.                 
Praise to you,  
O Christ. 
 
Sermon                        

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn  Comfort, Comfort Now My People   # 256 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord,  
Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and  
the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession                         

Lord, in Your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

 

Offering 
 
Offering Prayer  
Nourishing God, You 
are water in the 
wilderness and 
streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, 
satisfy our parched 

places, and through these gifts care for our community, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of Your 
kingdom come.  Amen. 



Offertory 
Create in me a clean heart O God 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and 
uphold me with Your free spirit. 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; You comforted your people 
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 
also make all things new in the day when He comes to judge 
the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
 

+  Words of Consecration  + 
 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power  and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 

 
In Christ’s presence, there is fullness of joy. 

Come, share in His presence. 
 

 
Sharing in Communion 

In the sanctuary, we will commune at the altar railing. 
Those at home are invited to commune at the 

beginning, as the Pastor invites them 
 
 
Prayer after Communion                            Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have 
fed us with the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste 
of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world and 
to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 



Blessing 
May God who comes among us, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn          The King Shall Come          # 260 
 
The King shall come when morning dawns 
and light triumphant breaks, 
when beauty gilds the eastern hills 
and life to joy awakes. 
 
Not as of old a little Child,  
to bear and fight and die, 
but crowned with glory like the sun 
that lights the morning sky. 
 
Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
when Christ, victorious, rose 
and left the lonesome place of death, 
despite the rage of foes. 
 
Oh, brighter than that glorious morn shall dawn 
upon our race 
the day when Christ in splendor comes, 
and we shall see his face. 
 
The King shall come when morning dawns  
and light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 
come quickly, King of kings. 

 

 
 



Sending                   Go in peace.  
The Lord goes before you, preparing the Way 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Wreaths Across America 
Zion Lutheran Cemetery + Saturday, December 13, 2025 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Dear members, friends and 
community surrounding Zion 
Lutheran Church 
 

December 13, 2025, proved to be 
another day the support at Zion 
Lutheran Church was 
overwhelming.  Thank you each for 
the many ways you helped make 
our second ceremony for Wreaths 
Across America a success.   

 

This program can only be done thanks to all the many people 
involved.  The financial support, donated equipment, food 
donations, set up, clean up, parking car help, making location 
signs, making signs for each of the three wreath tables, and 
making wonderful social hall reception table 
decor,  photography, kitchen and hospitality hosts, the 
program readers, bell ringing, attendance counters, table 
helpers, floating folks who helped solve problems, and 
wreath laying volunteers, each one is a vital part.  This 
undertaking cannot be done alone, and I appreciate all the 
help from everyone! 
 

We had approximately 75 people attend the ceremony, with 
assistance from 6 or 7 youth organizations, and 23 people 
attended the reception afterward. 
 

We will rest briefly and enjoy the holiday, but please join us 
next year for a review meeting and finding ways that you 
may be interested in helping. 
 

Please share the word that the save the date for 2026, is 
December 19!  I provided the wrong date previously. 
 

Thank you again!!!  Robin 
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