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Introduction to the service: 
Today’s lessons are the 
normal ones for the 6th 
Sunday after Pentecost. 
They offer insight into our 
callings as both a citizen 
in God’s kingdom and our 
earthly country.  The 
prophet Zechariah 
describes an everlasting 
kingdom that differs from 
earthly nations, a 
kingdom marked by 
peace, humility, and 
freedom. St Paul 

describes how we struggle with selfish desires, and we 
seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. In our Gospel, Jesus 
says the mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from 
the wise and intelligent, as He associates with those 
excluded from the religious community.  In response we 
hear Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are 
weary.” Here, in God’s presence, in worshipping our 
Lord, we find rest for our souls and hope for life in His 
beloved community. 
 
Welcome   
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 
Your people, turning us from our sin to live for You 
alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive Your forgiveness, and 
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grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior, and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 
 

Assurance and Forgiveness 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for His sake, God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called, ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by His authority, I, therefore, declare to You the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Processional Hymn    All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 

All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget 
the wormwood and the gall, 
go spread your trophies at His feet 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
Go spread your trophies at His feet 
and crown Him Lord of all. 



Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe 
on this terrestrial ball 
to Him all majesty ascribe 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
we at his feet may fall! 
We'll join the everlasting song 
and crown him Lord of all. 
We'll join the everlasting song 
and crown him Lord of all. 

 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

 
Ring the bell of 
freedom, ring! 

 
St. Jacob’s bell on 

July 4, 2026  
 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise   #756   Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
    

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
who bade the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 



O Savior, whose almighty word 
the winds and waves submissive heard, 
who walked upon the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the chaos dark and rude, 
and bid its angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
O Trinity of love and pow'r, 
all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 

 
Prayer of the Day                            
Lord of all the world, guide this nation by Your Spirit to 
go forward in justice and freedom. Give to all living in 
these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, 
but above all things give us faith in You, that our nation 
may bring glory to Your name and blessings to all 
peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
God’s Word                                               Zechariah 9:9-12 

Psalm 145                                                  
   Romans 7:15-25a 

 

 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation                                       Page 205 

 
 

The Gospel                              Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter, 
beginning with the 16th verse… Glory to you, O Lord.  

The reading of the Gospel 
The Gospel of the Lord.            Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon    
 

This surprising picture 
was taken in the “upper 
room” at Zion, with the 
bell rope and flag in the 

foreground.  
At the center top is a 

reflection of the Luther 
window we rarely see 

and the little blue dot in 
the center background is 
our sanctuary window of 

Jesus in Gethsemane. 
Christ before us…Christ behind us…Christ with us. 



 
 
Sermon Hymn    # 888   O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
for amber waves of grain, 
for purple mountain majesties  
above the fruited plain: 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea. 
 
O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved, 
and mercy more than life: 
America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
till all success be nobleness, and ev'ry gain divine. 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
thine alabaster cities gleam, 
undimmed by human tears: 
America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 

 
Nicene Creed -  We speak together the words of our faith 
 

We believe in one God,   
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and  
the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of Prayer         #887-v.3          This Is My Song 
This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s kingdoms, 
Your kingdom come; on earth Your will, be done. 
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve You, 
And hearts united learn to live as one. 
So, hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 
myself we give You; let Your will be done. 

 
Offering Prayer                                                        
Blessed are You, O God,  
for waves of grain and harvesters, 
fruitful vines and winepresses, 
for our labor and our rest, 
for the gifts of Your hand in this land. 
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of 
Your compassion, serving Your love without limits 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Offertory Hymn    # 891   God Bless Our Native Land 
 
God bless our native land; firm may it ever stand 
Through storm and night. When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do thou our country save by thy great might. 
 
So shall our prayer arise to God above the skies, 
On whom we wait.  Though who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, to thee aloud we cry: 
God save the state! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.                               (Page 144) 
 

+   Words of Consecration   + 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power  and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

Ring the bell of freedom, ring! 
 

Zion’s bell on 
July 4, 2026  

 
 
 
 



Invitation to Communion 
Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: 
Taste and know that God is good to all. 

 

 
 

Partaking of Communion 
In the sanctuary, we will commune at the altar railing. 

Those at home are invited to commune at the 
beginning, as the Pastor invites them. 

 
Prayer after Communion                            Let us pray. 
We thank You, God of heaven and earth, that you fill 
our deepest need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, 
broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken 
world. Channel our common life toward the common 
good, following the way our Savior leads us now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Blessing                                              Numbers 6:24-26 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 

The Lord look upon you with favor, 
 + and give you peace.  Amen 

 

 
Sending Hymn  # 890  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;  
He is trampling out the vintage  
where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He has loosed the fateful lightening  
of His terrible swift sword: His truth is marching on. 



Refrain: 
     Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
     Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on! 
 

He has sounded forth the trumpet  
that shall never call retreat;  
He is sifting out the hearts of men  
before His judgment seat.   
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him;  
be jubilant my feet!  While God is marching on. Refrain 
 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me.   
As He died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,  
while God is marching on.  Refrain 

 

Sending                                       
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Thanks to our bell ringers who went to church yesterday 
afternoon, to let freedom ring out in our community! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

     Robin Heishman 
             and 
        John Lutz 







 
It will be here before we know it! 

Zion looks forward to participating 
for the third year this coming December, 
and you are welcome & invited to help! 

Saturday, December 19 
The opening program that day will take place at 10 AM 
at First Baptist and we hope to have the same time as 
the last two years for Zion’s ceremony, which was 
11:30 AM. 
On Saturday, October 19, we will have a meeting to 
review items from previous years as well as put plans in 
place for this year.  All are welcome. 
Please contact Robin Heishman (540-481-3765) if 
you’d like to be involved or have questions. 
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