




In-Person + Drive-In + Call-In 
December 27, 2020 + 11 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, we come into your 
presence seeking to be among the prophets Simeon and 
Anna – those who recognized the truth of Jesus’ true 
identity. We come in hopes of getting closer to this child that 
was born of humility and honor. Prepare us to receive the 
revelation of what a life in Christ means for us and for those 
around us. Make ready our hearts to recognize the true 
power of love among us. Amen. 
 
Confession & Forgiveness 
 

O God, you search us out and know us, and all that we are 
is open to you. We confess that we have sinned. 
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

Silence is kept for reflection 



Holy One, Savior and Healer of the world, we admit to you 
the frustration we feel for our part in the evil that infests 
humanity. 
  

We are called to truth 
 but we prefer darkness to light because in the  
 dark we can hide from all our failings. 
We are called to hope 
     but we slide into negative thoughts, fill our minds 
 with doubts, and often feel lost. 
We are called to grace, 
     but we are at times mean-spirited and selfish. 
We are called to mercy, 
      but we harbor grudges, we question other’s 
 integrity and we take Your place in judging the 
 sincerity of other’s need.. 
We are called to faith, 
      but we live as if everything depended on us. 
We are called to love, 
            but it rarely goes beyond loving those who love 
           us in return. 

— Silence is kept for reflection — 
God of abundant loving, please forgive Your church for our 
failure to uphold and express the generosity of Your ways. 
Forgive us for those sins of which we are ashamed, and 
for the sly sins which as yet we have not recognized and 
brought out into your light. Please be to us, not the God 
we deserve but the Savior who heaps grace upon grace. In 
you alone we place our trust through Christ Jesus our 
Redeemer. 

Assurance of Forgiveness! 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.May you be 
strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Thanks be to God! 
 



Gathering Hymn                                O Come All Ye Faithful 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]  
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest: [Refrain] 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: [Refrain] 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day                                         Celebrate Insert        
  

God’s Word                                              Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3 
    Psalm 148                                 

    Galatians 4:4-7 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
Holy Spirit, fire and wisdom of God, enlighten our minds and 
kindle our hearts, that we may hear your words of comfort 
and challenge in the reading and proclamation of the 
scriptures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

  



The Gospel                                                        Luke 2:22-40 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter…. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The reading of the Gospel 
The Gospel of the Lord.               
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon    
 
Hymn of the Day                                       
What Child Is This                  
                                         
What child is this, who, laid to 
rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with 
anthems sweet while 
shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 
hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

Rembrandt's "Simeon and Anna" 



Offertory                                                                 (Spoken) 
Create in me a clean heart O God  
and renew a right spirit within me.   

Cast me not away from your presence,  
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation and  
uphold me with your free spirit. 

 
Offertory Prayer 
As the parents of Jesus brought sacrifices to honor you,  
O God, so may our working honor you, 
our giving be to your glory, 
and our living reflect your will for the world: 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Apostle’s Creed 
 

I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's 
only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession            Back of the Celebrate Insert                    
 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power  and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
  

 

Sending Hymn                            Go Tell It On The Mountain                 
Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior‘s birth. [Refrain] 
 

Down in a lonely manger 
the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 
 
 



Commission and Blessing 
 

Depart now in peace, for your eyes have seen the salvation 
which God has prepared for all people. 

Grow in strength and wisdom 
and bring forth a harvest of righteousness and praise. 

 
And may God the Father make you strong and wise; 

May Christ Jesus share his inheritance with you freely; 
And may the Holy Spirit daily open your eyes to the 

presence of Jesus, the Messiah. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to serve the newborn King! 

Thanks be to God. 
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