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WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 
Your people, turning us from our sin to live for You 
alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive Your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Assurance of forgiveness. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN      #392               Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 

 
 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
Refrain: 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church,  
for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord ..Refrain 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the 
hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord ..Refrain 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes,  
for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord …Refrain 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the 
water and the 
Word; 
that you nourish 
our souls with 
your body and 
blood, 
let us pray to 
the Lord,  
let us pray to 
the Lord… 
Refrain 

Reception of the 1798 German Bible 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
Refrain: This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.          
Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                       Today’s Readings 

You may be seated. 
 

GOD’S WORD                                 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
                                        Psalm 1 
                                                                             1 John 5:9-13 

                               
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th 
Chapter, beginning with the 15th verse… 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

The reading of the Gospel 
The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you,  
O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 

 
I am trusting Thee Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee 
Trusting Thee for full salvation, great and free. 
 
I am trusting Thee for pardon; At Thy feet I bow, 
For Thy grace and tender mercy, trusting now. 
 
I am trusting Thee for cleansing in the crimson flood; 
Trusting Thee to make me holy by Thy Word. 
 
I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead, 
Ev-‘ry day and hour supplying all my need. 
 
I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail. 
Words with Thou myself shalt give me must prevail. 
 
I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall. 
I am trusting Thee forever and for all. 



PROFESSION OF FAITH 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYERS                                   
Please respond…                     
                 God of Grace…… Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Risen One, 
You call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here be signs of Your abiding 
love.  Form us to be Your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
 

 + Sacrament of Holy Communion  + 
 
 
The Lord be with you.                                    
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to You,  
almighty and merciful God. 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave Himself to take away 
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 



and with angels and archangels,  
cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, full of Your 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the high-est. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the high--est. 
 
Blessed are You, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and Your faithfulness endures 
from age to age. 
 
 

+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION + 
Take note of the Pastor 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  

and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                   
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 

 
 
PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 

In the sanctuary, we will commune at the altar railing. 
Those at home are invited to commune at the 

beginning, as the Pastor invites them. 
 
COMMUNAL BLESSING 
Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you until life everlasting. May 
you know His peace now and always. Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, in this meal You have drawn us to Your 
heart, and nourished us at Your table with food and 
drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth 
to be Your people in the world, and to proclaim Your 
truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine upon you, 
And be gracious to you;  

The Lord lift up His countenance  
upon you, + and give you peace.  Amen 

 
 

Spring Forward 
2023-2024 

came to a close 
April 30th with  
Doo Dah Day! 

 
The children were 

sent home with their 
own Bibles! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN   # 534   Savior, Again to Your Dear Name 

 
 

SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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DIAPERS AND WIPES INFANT PANTRY 
 

Goal:  Help parents provide basic necessities for their babies.  A Small Hand is an infant 
pantry for parents enrolled in the Women, Infants & Children (WIC) government 
program and provides a month’s supply of diapers and wipes.  Other items, such as 
formula, baby wash, lotion, and other baby essentials, may be provided as available.   

Needs: Baby item donations | Monetary donations, including gift cards | Volunteers 
(Spanish-speaking helpful) 

Volunteer Opportunities: Collect baby items | Unpack bulk diaper deliveries | Transport 
diapers from storage facility to the pantry | Pack diapers and wipes into distribution 
bags | Distribute bags (first two Thursdays of every month from 9am-11am and 5pm-
7pm at Edinburg Christian Church) 

 
 

 WEEKEND FOOD FOR STUDENTS 
 

Goal:  No child in Shenandoah County goes hungry over the weekend.  Luke’s 
Backpack provides food for children who have no or limited access to a food source 
during school weekends.  School personnel identify students, who then receive a bag of 
meal items to help sustain their nutritional needs throughout the weekend.   

Needs: Food donations (refer to list on website) | Monetary donations, including 
food/gas gift cards | Volunteers 

Volunteer Opportunities: Distribute bulk food items to packing locations (requires truck or 
vehicle with large cargo capacity) | Pack items into weekend bags | Deliver weekend 
bags to schools 

 
 

HELPING SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

Goal:  Help alleviate the financial strain seniors face between purchasing basic needs 
items versus paying for living and medical expenses. The Good Shepherd partners with 
the Department of Social Services, Seniors First, nursing homes, home health providers, 
and parish nurses to provide care packages for seniors.  Care packages may include 
personal hygiene items, cleaning supplies, toilet paper, and paper towels.  

Needs: Donations of care package items (refer to list on website) | Monetary 
donations, including gift cards | Volunteers 

Volunteer Opportunities:  Volunteer Coordinator | Collect care package items | Pack 
items into care packages | Deliver care packages to DSS, Seniors First, and nursing 
homes 

www.svlm.org 
nancy@svlm.com 
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Update on St. Joseph Kindergarten in Tanzania 
 
The first 7 students arrived on Monday, January 22.  In talking with the 
community as to why others didn't show up, we learned that the families 
weren't sure when the school would open, and as it was the planting season, 
they had spent their money on seeds and did not have funds for tuition or 
uniforms.  Appreciating that and understanding that we weren't sure either 
exactly when we would be able to open, the school made available a 
contract so students could attend immediately, with families committing to 
pay tuition and uniform fees in March.  With that option, there were over 60 
children enrolled!  As the school began to collect fees in March and April, 
many students had to disenroll as their families did not have the fees.  We are 
currently around 35 students, which is what we initially anticipated. 
 
The teachers have been 
living in temporary 
housing, but their house 
is nearly finished!  The 
windows, doors, and 
ceilings were completed 
these past two weeks.  
All that is left is plumbing 
and electrical.   
 
One of the teachers left 
after her 3-month trial period.  
With the housing delay and remoteness (she is from a city), she decided this 
was not a good fit for her.  We are fine for now with one teacher and a 
teacher’s aid who is from nearby Songea.  She has a strong interest in pursuing 
teaching as a career, so we will consider sending her for Montessori teacher 
training in the future. 
 
We also found a used vehicle that we plan to use as school transportation for 
the children. 
 
So, we are moving along!  Our next goals are to complete the plumbing and 
electrical for the teachers’ house, build a pavilion for the children to be able 
to eat outside (and not make a mess in the classroom!), find scholarship 
donations so more children can attend, and find support to supplement the 
school bus driver and expenses. 
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