




6th Sunday of Easter 
St. Jacob’s Lutheran Church 

May 5, 2024 
Welcome-  
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
In the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 
Your people, turning us from our sin to live for You 
alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive Your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior, and 
Lord. Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Assurance and Forgiveness 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for His sake, God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called, ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by His authority, I, therefore, declare to You the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 



Gathering Hymn  ELW #408  Come, Thou Almighty King 
 

Come, thou almighty King, 
help us thy name to sing; help us to praise; 
Father, all-glorious, o'er all victorious, 
come and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 
 
Come, thou incarnate Word, 
merciful, mighty Lord; our prayer attend. 
Come and thy people bless, 
and give thy word success, 
and let thy righteousness on us descend. 
 
3Come, holy Comforter, 
thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour! 
Thou who almighty art, rule now in ev'ry heart, 
never from us depart, Spirit of pow'r. 
 
4 To thee, great One in Three, 
eternal praises be hence evermore! 
Thy sov'reign majesty may we in glory see, 
and to eternity love and adore. 

 
Apostolic Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Canticle of Praise                                            Page 140            

 

Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. (Refrain) 
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are His.   (Refrain) 
 



Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  (Refrain) 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia.  (Refrain) 
 

Prayer of the Day                          Today’s Readings Insert 
  
God’s Word                                                    Acts 10:44-48 

Psalm 98 
 1 John 5:1-6                                         

    
Gospel Acclamation                                       Page 142 
Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

The Gospel                                              John 15:9-17 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th Chapter, 
beginning with the 9th verse… 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

The reading of the Gospel 
The Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon   

                                  
 



Hymn of the Day       ELW  # 595        Jesus Loves Me 
 

Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain: 
Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me! he who died 
heaven's gates to open wide; 
he will wash away my sin, 
let his little child come in. Refrain 
 
Jesus loves me! he will stay 
close beside me all the way; 
when at last I come to die, 
he will take me home on high. Refrain 

 
Nicene Creed -  We speak together the words of our faith 
 

We believe in one God,   
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation He 
came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and  



the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again  
in accordance with the scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession         
     At the end of each petition, please respond:                     
 

  God of Grace…Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering Prayer                                                        
Holy God, gracious and merciful, You bring forth food 
from the earth and nourish Your whole creation. Turn our 
hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 
know Your care; and prepare us now to feast on the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Offertory                                                                   # 188                    

Create in me a clean heart O God  
and renew a right spirit within me.   

Cast me not away from Your presence,  
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation and  
uphold me with Your free spirit. 



+  Service of Holy Communion  + 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave Himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.                              (Page 108) 
 

+   Words of Consecration   + 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power  and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 



Invitation to Communion 
Christ invites you….Come, taste, and see. 

 

 
 

Partaking of Communion 
In the sanctuary, we will commune at the altar railing. 

Those at home are invited to commune at the 
beginning, as the Pastor invites them. 

 
Prayer after Communion                            Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal 
You have drawn us to Your 
heart, and nourished us at 
Your table with food and drink, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Now send us forth to be Your people in the world, and 
to proclaim Your truth this day and evermore, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing                                              Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you;  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 

 + and give you peace.  Amen 
 

 



Sending Hymn   # 742   What A Friend We Have in Jesus 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry ev'rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
oh, what needless pain we bear -- 
all because we do not carry  
ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged –  
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness -- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge -- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He'll take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there. 

 
Sending       

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
 





We, too -the many – are different parts that form one body in the
Anointed One [Christ]. Each one of us is joined with one another,

and we become together what we could not be alone. – The
Voice Translation (Romans 12:5).

Over 300 Lutherans around the Virginia Synod gathered via
Zoom on April 27 for the 2024 Virginia Synod Assembly. The
Synod welcomed The Rev. Tim Brown, Director of
Congregational Stewardship of the ELCA, as our Churchwide
Representative. The Assembly theme was Strong Connections. 

Elections
The Assembly elected the following leaders to serve on the
Synod Council: Ali Armentrout (St. Mark’s, Roanoke); Pat
Carriker (Good Shepherd, Galax); Cam Haggett (College,
Salem); and Rev. Kayla Keilholtz (Ebenezer, Marion). The
following lay leaders were elected to serve on the Consultation
Committee: Richard Fraenkel (Grace, Chesapeake) and
Kristee Trumbo (Muhlenberg, Harrisonburg). The following
leaders were elected to serve as voting members at the 2025
Churchwide Assembly: Rev. Luke Swanson (Trinity, Roanoke);
Deacon Emily Edmonds (Grace, Rural Retreat Parish); Rev.
Viktoria Parvin (St. Mark, Charlottesville); Tom Bartkiewicz
(Our Saviour, Warrenton); Judy Casteele (Good Shepherd,
Lexington); Sylvia Miles (Good Shepherd, Galax); Cam Haggett
(College, Salem); Dr. Yolanda Shea (First, Norfolk). The lay
leader elected to serve on ELCA Church Council is Jillian
Stierwalt (St. Andrew, Portsmouth). The final election for the
ELCA Church Council position will take place during the 2025
Churchwide Assembly.  A complete list of those elected is
available on the Synod website: vasynod.org/2024-virginia-
synod-assembly/.
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Worship
The Assembly opened with a Land Acknowledgment and
worship service. Pastor Dave Fox (Gloria Dei, Hampton)
preached during worship and focused on the Assembly theme,
‘Strong Connections.’ 

Assembly Business
The Assembly approved the 2025 Investment in Ministry Plan
and the Compensation Guidelines for 2025. Bishop Milton and
the Synod Officers shared their reports. The Assembly approved
a resolution submitted to encourage care for creation. The
resolution submitted on privileged associate membership was
withdrawn by the author of the resolution.

Suzanna Carr (First English, Richmond) presented a report from
Asher Porter (Our Savior, Christiansburg), president of the
Lutheran Youth Organization. The report shared the impact of
the youth ministry of the Virginia Synod, providing updates on
Synod events. The Youth Assembly will be held on May 25 at
four different locations: Christ the King, Richmond, College,
Salem, Muhlenberg, Harrisonburg, and Trinity, Newport News.

The Virginia Synod Office of the Bishop gives thanks to those
who shared their time and gifts to lead and participate in the
2024 Virginia Synod Assembly.
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