




December 29, 
2024 
11 AM 

 

Welcome – 
Welcome to our 5th Sunday Parish service.  Today’s 
pictures are from our Christmas Eve services.   
 

Dedications - This morning we are blessed to dedicate 
a set of new white chancel paraments for Zion, a white 
pall for cremated remains.  We also rededicate Bibles 
and a lectern from St. Mark’s Lutheran which closed on 
November 24th. The Processional Cross from St. Mark’s 
is being dedicated for the use of our Central Valley 
Conference.  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 
Your people, turning us from our sin to live for You 
alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive Your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We 



have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways, 
to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

A moment for reflection. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore declare to You the entire 
forgiveness of all Your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn         ELW 296      What Child Is This?         
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 
hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 



So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise   ELW 270  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

Refrain:  Hark! The herald angels sing, 
              “Glory to the new-born king!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the ever-lasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, the incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel!       Refrain 



Prayer of the Day                                      Today’s Readings       
  

God’s Word                                          1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
    Psalm 148                               

    Colossians 3:12-17 
 
Gospel Acclamation   

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!   
Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings,    
Ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by.   
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth,   
Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

The Gospel                                                Luke 2:41-52 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd 
Chapter….   Glory to you, O Lord. 

The reading of the Gospel 
The Gospel of the Lord.          Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon     WRE Executive Director Kathy Rivers & Pastor Katie 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day   ELW 416  In His Temple Now Behold Him 
                                            

 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession                 
Lord, in Your mercy,  
            hear our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 



Offering Prayer                                                        
Holy God, gracious and merciful, You bring forth food 
from the earth and nourish Your whole creation. Turn 
our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know Your care; and prepare us now to feast on 
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offertory                                           Based on Psalm 51   
Create in me a clean heart O God  
and renew a right spirit within me.   

Cast me not away from your presence,  
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation and  
uphold me with your free spirit. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and joy that we should at all 
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O 
Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh You have opened the 
eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of Your glory; that, 
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love 
the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

(Tune:  Angels We Have Heard On High) 
Gloria! Gloria!  
In excelsis deo! Gloria! Gloria!  
In excelsis deo! 
 

Words of Consecration 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power  and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Partaking of Communion 
In the sanctuary, we will commune at the altar railing. 

Those at home are invited to commune at the 
beginning, as the Pastor invites them. 

 

Prayer after Communion                            Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your 
salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your 
grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 
your holy people, revealing your glory made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Go In Peace        Tune:  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
Lord, let Your servant go in peace.   
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My eyes have seen the saving work  
Which for the world You willed: 
The glory of Your chosen race;  
As light for all revealed, 
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,  
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy! 



Blessing 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  

and + give you peace. Amen.  
 
Sending Hymn    ELW 290     Go, Tell It On The Mountain  
Refrain   Go tell it on the mountain, 
  over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
  go tell it on the mountain 
  that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching  
o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 

Sending       
Go in peace with the joy of Christ in your heart!  

Thanks be to God. 
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