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Confession & Forgiveness 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 
Your people, turning us from our sin to live for You 
alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive Your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior, and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Assurance and Forgiveness 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for His sake, God forgives us all our sins. 
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As a called, ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by His authority, I, therefore, declare to You the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Gathering Hymn   ELW 275  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
once you sang creation's story, 
now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 

Refrain:  Come and worship, come and worship, 
                worship Christ, the new-born king. 

 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant light. Refrain 

 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations, 
you have seen his natal star.      Refrain 
 

All creation, join in praising 
God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising 
to the eternal Three in One.        
Refrain 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. Branson & Faith Estep 



Canticle of Praise                                            Page 140            
 

Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. (Refrain) 
 

 
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are His.           (Refrain) 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.          (Refrain) 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia.  (Refrain) 
 
Prayer of the Day                          Today’s Readings Insert 
  
God’s Word                                               Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Psalm 147:12-20 
 Ephesians 1:3-14                                   
    

Gospel Acclamation                                       Page 142 
Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

The Gospel                                                   John 1:1-18 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st Chapter 
beginning with the 1st verse…Glory to you, O Lord.  

The Reading 
The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you,  
O Christ. 

 
Sermon   



Hymn of the Day       ELW 487        What Feast of Love 
 

What feast of love is offered here, 
What banquet come from heaven? 
What food of everlasting life, 
What gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the King,  
the bread come down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing!  
How sweet the manna given! 
 

What light of truth is offered here,  
What covenant from heaven? 
What hope of everlasting life, 
What wondrous word is given? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
The sun come down from heaven. 
Oh, see and hear and sing! 
The Word of God is given! 
 

What wine of love is offered here, 
What crimson drink from heaven? 
What stream of everlasting life, 
What precious blood is given? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
The sweetest wine of heaven. 
Oh, taste and se and sing! 
The Son of God is given! 

 

Nicene Creed -  We speak together the words of our faith 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord,  
Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 



eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and  
the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession                 
 

Lord, in Your mercy,  
           hear our prayer. 
 
Offering Prayer                                                        
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food 
from the earth and nourish Your whole creation. Turn 
our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know Your care; and prepare us now to feast on 
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



Offertory Hymn 
Create in me a clean heart O God  
and renew a right spirit within me.   

Cast me not away from Your presence,  
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation and  
uphold me with Your free spirit. 

 

+  Service of Holy Communion  + 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to You, 
almighty and merciful God. through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
You have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of Your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.                              (Page 108) 
 

 

 
 
 
+   Words of Consecration   + 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
Christ invites you….Come, taste, and see. 

 

 
Partaking of Communion 

In the sanctuary, we will commune at 
the altar railing. Those at home are 

invited to commune at the beginning, 
as the Pastor invites them. 

 
Prayer after Communion                            Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal You have drawn us to Your 
heart, and nourished us at Your table with food and 
drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth 
to be Your people in the world, and to proclaim Your 
truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing                                              Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you;  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 

 + and give you peace.  Amen 
 



Sending Hymn           ELW 300                The First Noel 
 

The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain:   Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
       Born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 
 

And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, 
full rev'rently upon the knee, 
and offered there in his presence 
their gold and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain 

 
 
Sending       

Go in peace with the joy of  
Christ in your heart!  
Thanks be to God. 
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