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PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
As we worship this morning, O God, we pray that Your 
Spirit will be our strength, Your Word will be our guide, 
Your love will be our comfort, and Your promises will be 
our hope. For our help is in the name of the living God 
who has made heaven and earth. 
  

Come then, let us bow down, let us quiet ourselves 
in the presence of God, our Creator and Redeemer.  
Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                              based on Psalm 46 
Be still! 
We come to quiet ourselves by all that is holy. 
Be still and know . . . 
we come to understand the Word which sets us free. 
Be still and know that God is 
our Hope, our Help, our Refuge, and our Redeemer.  



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross given in your baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of 
your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God,  we confess that 
we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

A moment for reflection. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN                                  A Mighty Fortress 
     

A mighty fortress is our God,  
a sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod  
and wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe,  
has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might, He arms himself to fight. 
On earth He has no equal. 
 

No strength of ours can match His might!  
We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight,  
whom God Himself elected.   
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is He! 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 
 

Though hordes of devils fill the land  
all threat’ning to devour us. 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand;  
They cannot overpower us. 
Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgement must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 
 

God’s Word forever shall abide,  
no thanks to foes who fear it 
For God Himself fights by our side  
with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our home, goods, honor, child, or spouse,  
though life be wrenched away,  
They cannot win the day.   
The kingdom’s ours forever! 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY                                        Let us pray 
Gracious Father, we pray for Your holy church. Fill it with all 
truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in 
error, direct it; where anything is amiss, reform it; where it is 
right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it 
is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   ELW 855  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

Crown Him with many crowns,  
the Lamb upon His throne; 
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee, 
and hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail!   For Thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 
 

FIRST READING                              Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

PSALM 46  
  

SECOND READING                             Romans 3:19-28 

 



THE HOLY GOSPEL                                 John 8:31-36 
 

The Holy Gospel according to the 8th chapter of John….    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. +  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
   
HYMN OF THE DAY  # 517  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your word; 
curb those who by deceit or sword 
would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
and bring to naught all He has done. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known, 
for You are Lord of lords alone; 
defend your holy church, that we 
may sing Your praise eternally. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 
send peace and unity on earth; 
support us in our final strife 
and lead us out of death to life. 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, You abide with us; 
You provide for all our 
 needs and guide us in Your 
ways. Out of gratitude for Your 
care, we bring our gifts before 
You. Use them for Your work, 
that all may come to know Your 
love, have faith in Jesus, be 
filled with holy hope and walk 
without fear. Amen. 
 

THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
      
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died,  
and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day He rose again;  
 He ascended into heaven, 
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Lord in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 

 

Fellowship meal that 
followed! 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray… 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING                                           Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His 
countenance  

upon you, And give you peace.  Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN             The Church’s One Foundation 
 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation by water and the Word. 
From heav'n He came and sought her 
to be His holy bride; 
with His own blood He bought her,  
and for her life He died. 
 

Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses with ev'ry grace endued. 
 



Though with a scornful wonder 
this world sees her oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping;  
their cry goes up: “How long?” 
and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 

Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious  
shall be the church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth hath union  
with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion  
with those whose rest is won. 
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!  
Lord, save us by Your grace, 
that we, like saints before us,  
may see You face to face. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, Christ is with you!        Thanks be to God!   

 
Bishop Milton preaching 

Pat & Janet with Jeff Marble 
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