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Community fights
back to keep
county free of litter
Clarion call goes out to support litter pick
while one Cumbrian shop worker lobbies for a
disposable barbecue ban in the National Park

A

Lakes-based shop
worker is calling upon
Co-op to lead by
example and halt the
sale of disposable barbecues within
the Lake District National Park.
Hannah Mitchell, who works at
the Co-op food store in Grasmere,
is lobbying upper management
within the business to support her
campaign.
She said Tim Farron MP had
responded to her plea by writing to
Co-op in support, and the head of
the British Mountaineering
Council’s No Moor BBQs campaign
has added her signature to
Hannah’s letter to the CEO of
Co-op.
“Last year, the damage caused
by fires to open grassland and
moors in the UK as COVID-19 rules
were relaxed was catastrophic, and
it’s only a matter of time before
something happens here in our
home county,” said Hannah.
She added: “Co-op will
undoubtedly take a financial hit by
removing these items from sale, but
it’s a company rooted in
community and they should pay
back these local communities by
taking a stand and helping to
protect their surroundings, homes
and livelihoods.”
With the support of store
manager Thomas Barnes, Hannah
wrote to Co-op management urging
them to act swiftly to prevent
further damage to the National
Park.
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Thomas, who is from Grasmere,
said: “As a company, Co-op
actively encourages its staff to act
upon the issues that matter to
them. I totally support this
movement, and we have independently tried to minimise potential
littering and damage by displaying
the Countryside Code in store and
raising awareness in an attempt to
protect our local environment and
livelihoods.”
Co-op has responded to
Hannah’s call for action by
implementing more obvious safety
instructions on its barbecue
packaging and launched a ‘Put Me
Out’ campaign on instore radio
channels.
Hannah welcomed it as a
positive step but fears it will not be
enough to prevent irreparable
damage being done as visitors flock
to the Lakes this summer.
She believes that the sale of
disposable barbecues in Lake
District stores is contradictory to
the Countryside Code.
She said: “The code clearly
states: ‘Don’t have fires or
barbecues’. The sale of these items
in rural areas is totally at odds with
this. Co-op has always been an
industry leader in advocating
positive change and their stores
serve a huge number of tourist
hotspots in the Lakes. By restricting
the sale of these items this summer
in these areas, the impact will
certainly be lessened and hopefully
other chains will follow suit.”
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Call out for countywide litter pick

L

itter picking volunteers
are being called to action
as Cumbria steels itself
for a huge influx of
post-pandemic tourists.
Friends of the Lake District
has co-ordinated the 2021 Great
Cumbrian Litter Pick on Friday
and Saturday May 21 and 22.
The conservation charity is
hoping the county-wide litter
pick will not only clear up the
environment but spread a
powerful keep tidy message
ahead of the busy tourist season.
Forty litter picks took place
across the county as part of the
Great Cumbrian Litter Pick last
year and with the same number
registered already the event
looks set to be bigger than ever.
Friends organiser Ruth Kirk
said: “We need people who visit
and live in the Lake District and
Cumbria to know that in the
majority of countryside locations
no-one is paid to pick up the
litter that people carelessly
discard.
“There is an army of selfless
volunteers among our communities who tidy up after others day
in, day out from the goodness of
their hearts. But they shouldn’t
have to. Many of them are
joining forces for The Great

Cumbrian Litter Pick and we
want to say a huge thank you to
them and highlight their efforts,
while asking people to stop
littering these spectacular, fragile
landscapes.”
Friends of the Lake District
has also commissioned a
research study from Keep Britain
Tidy.
Policy officer for Friends Kate
Willshaw said: “Simply clearing
up after people is not a long term
or sustainable solution to
anti-social littering behaviour. We
can all make assumptions about
why people litter, but actually
asking people questions, via
focus groups and online surveys,
enables us to recommend and
develop messages and interventions we can put in place to
change behaviours to protect the
beautiful landscapes of the Lake
District.”
Anyone can take part in The
Great Cumbrian Litter Pick by
registering their own community
or individual litter pick, or by
joining one of the many
organised picks around the Lake
District.
For more information and to
register see visit friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/litter-cumbria and
thegreatcumbrianlitterpick.org.uk
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