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Coral reefs are built by coral polyps. A coral polyp is a small animal that
are related to jellyfish and sea anemones. They have a soft body with
tentacles that can sting. They can live on their own or in colonies. At their
base they form a protective hard cup shape made out of calcium
carbonate. Hard corals build their skeleton on the outside of their bodies.

Coral have a symbiotic relationship with a marine algae called
zooxanthellae. These algae help the coral polyps to survive but also give
them their colour.

You could ask these questions before you begin and then again at the end.
 What is coral polyp?
« What are zooxanthellae?
 What is a symbiotic realtionship?
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These activities connect to
Principle 5. To learn more
check out this website




Get children starting with a visible thinking routine at the start of these
inquiry ideas into coral polyps. Get them to draw/write down all they think
they know about coral polyps. Then at the end they can add on what they
now understand. W
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Zoom in closer with these 2 fantastic videos that explain clearly what a
coral polyp is in an eye catching way!

To help kids learn more about coral polyps have them make their own
coral polyp and learn about the different parts of the polyp.
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Encounter Edu have also made a fun game to also help kids learn about
coral polyps and how they feed. Watch the video as they explain and
demonstrate the game.
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Learn about what symbiotic relationships are and the 3 main types.

Watch this Jonathan Read about the 3

Bird video to learn main ty.pe.s of
more about what a symbiotic
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A fun way | have introduced symbiotic
relationships with younger children is by
reading Sharing a shell by Julia Donaldson

Coral polyps have a symbiotic relationship with an marine algae called
zooxanthellae. Find our a bit more about this marine algae.

This is a clear coral
polyp with the

green algae Watch this great

zooxanthellae video that shares the
inside it amazing relationship
between these 2
species
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Coral polyps and zooxanthellae have a mutualistic symbiotic relationship -
how do we know this? Can you discuss and write down what each species
gets from their relationship.




Look at each picture and complete an | see, | think, | wonder visible
thinking routine. Older students can also think about what type of
symbiotic relationship it is.
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ANENOME & CLOWN FISH
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