Crown of thorns s l

Did you know.....

Crown of thorns starfish are the second largest starfish and can grow
up to 80cm —that's big! i can also have up to 20 arms which are
covered in long poisonous spikes. They are nocturnal so usually come
out to feed at night.

Starfish are more appropriately named sea stars as they are in fact
invertebrates and not fish. There are over 2000 species of sea stars. They
can regenerate their arms if one is lost to a predator. They have no brains
and no blood!

The crown of thorns starfish is a member of the sea star family. Whilst it is
a natural predator on the reef, when there is an outbreak of them they can
do some serious damage to coral reefs.

You could ask these questions before you begin and then again at the end.
e What is a sea star?
e What are crown of thorns starfish?
e What can be done about the crown of thorns outbreaks?
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Before we delve into finding out more about thé crown of thorns starfish
first lets identify what a starfish is and why they should be called sea stars!

Jonathan Bird's
Blue World - all
about sea stars
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Check out these resources to find out more about the crown of thorns

starfish.
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reefs

Watch Behind the news
to find out more about
the dif ferent threats to
coral reefs including the
crown of thorns
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bout the crown of thorns?

There are many people who are trying to help reduce the outbreaks of
crown thorns starfish.

Watch the ABC news E Check out this video
to see how they are - about a robot
trying to reduce " scientist have built to
numbers on the locate and kill crown
great barrier reef | - of thons starfish

Find out more about this ocean super hero who is trying their best to defend
the reef against the crown of thorns starfish - and they are NOT HUMAN!

Introducing
our super

Check out this David
Attenborough
harrated video
about our hero




