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I. Topics must be understood in terms of variables that effect the experience of youth.

A. The age of the youth involved, both currently and at outset.

1. Pre-puberty, (Children under age 11)

2. Pari-Puberty, (Children age 11 to 15)

3. Post-Puberty, (Adolescents age 15 to 19)

B. The Gender of the youth involved

1. Boy

2. Girl

3. Trans-girl

4. Other (seldom seen)

C. The situation the youth are in

1. Under the control of a manipulative and/or abusive adult facilator (pimp/trafficker)

2. On their own as runaways

3. On their own, but still with family

4. Working with other teens who may facilitate and also sell sex without coercion

D. The client base buying sex varies, although is generally male

1. Adults seeking children under age 11 are pedophiles.

2. Adults seeking children who are pari-puberty are hebephiles.

3. Adults seeking post pubescent adolescents are ephebophiles.

4. Teenagers purchasing sex from other teens

5. Adults purchasing sex from older teens assuming they are adults

II. Obstacles to assisting minors in the sex trades

A. They don’t want to be helped.

1. They may have formed a bond and identification with an adult facilitator.

2. They may have experienced negative results with social service and government

agencies.

B. Their identified needs

1. Age of majority limits many to illegal activities

a. Statements such as “I will stop doing this when I turn 18, and can do other

work”

b. Suppressing prostitution among this group may not solve the problems they

have identified, and will likely lead them to other illegal activities.

2. Services set up by adults without proper input

a. Service resistant youth need to be asked to help design programs.

b. Youth need to be able to have their requested needs addressed first.

c. Access to services should be low threshold and delivered with a minimum of

delays and paperwork.



3. Overemphasis on prostitution as their problem.

a. This tends to create programs and laws that  focus on a problem not seen by the

youth, while ignoring their stated reasons for accessing services.

b. Focus on arresting sex purchasers is harmful to many of the youth involved who

are older and more likely to turn to other crimes.

c. Dealing with traffickers, particularly those who are providing children to

pedophiles and hebephiles should be the law enforcement priority.

d. Mixing adolescents with children, or self-working youth, with those being

controlled is not helpful in developing comprehensive strategies.

e. Adult men who are attracted to older teens, or who hire them without knowing

they may be 17 (rather than 20) should not be put into the same punitive legal

status as those who seek out and purchase children.

III. Building a framework of better policies

A. Understand that people may see this through the lens of perspective.

1. Law enforcement will develop theories based on youth who have been involved with

the criminal justice system.

2. Rescue agencies will develop theories based on the youth who they provide services

to.

3. Outreach workers will develop theories based on what they see in the community.

4. Persons who have worked or who are working as minors in the sex trades, will hold

views colored by their specific storyline.

5. None of these points of view can be considered as complete truth. So cooperation is

essential.

B. Persons from differing backgrounds must get along

1. People with a reputation for creating or circulating junk science may be problematic.

2. People who engage in name calling and abuse in person or online may be a problem.

3. People working on this project should be civil and honest.

4. People working on this project should take a dispassionate approach to data, despite

its emotional impact.

5. Facilators should be sources of unity and purpose and not of division and

controversy.


