
Program Notes

Nina Fabunmi’s work “In the Shallows” is an inspiring painting that communicates multiple layers
of meaning. Upon first glance one might interpret an element of cold from the expressive
impasto textures of blue and white, but there is a juxtaposition between this and the raven’s eye,
beak, and posture. “Raven’s Dance” focuses on the bird itself and seeks to resonate with the
imagined life of the Raven. The composition captures the accumulations of the many responses
experienced by the Raven; we hear the raven call and click, the startled flight, annoyance and
delight. Raven has lived a steady and deliberate existence that has endured the elements of nature
for years. The life force within Raven is resolved to continue. Raven’s true secret is its complete
and whole connection to nature.


Performance Instructions

This composition welcomes elements of improvisation for the violinist. The raven’s call can be
liberally improvised, and so can the qualities of the glissandi at every point in the composition.
Tempo can be rubato. Each individual performer is urged to create a “character” of this bird
dance within the parameters of the composition and create a musical essence that is expressive.

