Betsy Ross Chocolate Shoppe
25 Public Square, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
November, 1943

My mother, Helen Kelchner (1925-2014) collected menus from the
lunch counters and restaurants she encountered in her travels in 1943.

She had graduated from High School in Berwick, Pa., the previous year
and lived in Philadelphia in the summer and fall of 1943 while she took
a short course to be certified as a mortuary technician. Old letters
suggest that she obtained the certification in order to take a job at her
future father-in-law’s Kelchner Funeral Home, in her home town 30
miles down-river from Wilkes-Barre.

Wilkes-Barre was the closest city to Berwick, that offered big-city
shopping. It wasn’t uncommon for Berwick residents to travel there
several times every year, especially to buy fashionable clothing.

The menu from the Betsy Ross consists of two sides of a card-stock
menu and an additional typewritten sheet with the restaurant’s
offerings. It contains the standard 1943 statement of compliance with
Office of Price Administration regulations which enforced wartime price
controls. It also has the date Nov. 27.

We found newspaper advertising in the Wilkes-Barre Times Leader for
the Betsy Ross from August 1, 1922, through the 1960s. Apparently it
didn’t survive the devastating flooding of Wilkes-Barre by Tropical
Storm Agnus in 1972.



A 1975 letter in the Wilkes-Barre Times Leader from former resident,
Grace M. Ball of Endicott, N.Y., recalled the Betsy Ross among stores
that had been on the Public Square in Wilkes-Barre before the flood.?

! Wilkes-Barre Times Leader, March 1, 1975 pp 14



BETSY ROSS LEADS n\

SOUTHERN WAFFLES \

Waffles, Sliced Chicken..

Waffles, W,

CLUB SPECIAL ... .08 0udily .65
Breast of Chicken, Bacon, Tom-
ato, Lettuce, Mayonnaise

BETSY ROSS SPECIAL......... .55
Breast of Chicken, Bacon, Hard
Boiled Eggs

COUNTRY CLUB... ..... stids .50

Chicken Salad, Bacon, Tomato,
Lettuce, Mayonnaise

HAWAIIAN SPECIAL........... .40
Baked Ham, Sliced Pineapple,
Tomato, Lettuce, Mayonnaise

TOASTED SANDWICH SPECIALS

PENNSYLVANIA SPECIAL...... .30
Bacon, Tomato, Head Lettu|.e,
Mayonnaise i‘

MANHATTAN BEACH. ......... | 40

Baked Sugar Cured Ham, Swi g
Cheese, Lettuce, Mayonnaise
COLLRGE SPECIAL........5:.. |

Chopped Ham, Hard Boiled Eg ;,
Tomato, Mayonnaise

.30

GRILLED SANDWICHES o
Hot Flam . ... .. iiveissniaiavots Jowieets 30 Toasted Cheese; . ... v,
Bacon and Cheese.................. 30 Ham and Cheese......c.iaecasee
SANDWICHES
Junior Chith. . ;. .- Jics taitath )tk .50 Philadelphia Cream Cheese.. . ... .
Oliveand NUt ... s cas sbben it s avdia .25 With Walnut Meats..........
Chicken. . .o o ain e s dg bt ss e ot s 40 With Crushed Pineapple.....
VirginiaHam..............cco00venn 30 Pimento Cheese...............c...
Boiled Ham.. ... .o sis o ivhatinectint oo 25 Puna Fiah | o g o LN IR
Hard Boiled Egg..........coonvetns .15 Red Saloaon: . v s is s s udvaend
Lettuce and Tomato................ 20 SArdInes. . ik avs abonn iRy
Deviled Ham. . . <8 s s ieeonasnsia 20 FAVETTUESE .. oo oo oa s oo Raiaiaters
Deviled BgE. ... s oo v onniin sy o .15 _Crab-Méat-Satmd Semmlwicles. . .. . .
Spiced Ham..........cccqucveoeensd re 0 Shrimp Salad Sandwich...........
Chicken Salad Sandwich.,.......... .30 Ham Salad Sandwich..............
Pickle and Pimento Meatw ...... 15 Fried FIatn. . . .o uvesosn sastoncrms
Fried BEg. ... .. c:ouis sy éouyomanisnsen 20 Egg and Celery Salad..............
WesternEgg.......ccouuunt \ ......... 2630 AmericanCheese.............cco.tt
Hamand Cheese...........foeeseenes .30 Swiss Cheese..........ckeeueencnns
SALADS--(Individual)

Chicken Salad............coofeeeese 50 Shrimp Salad. ............0eeenns
Large Fruit Salad............\..... 35 Stuffed Tomatoe with Egg S:lhd
Small Fruit T MR AR i e T 15 Tuna Fish Salad. ..............% \. d

................... .45 Salmon Salad.......ccceoaeseranssees
St Tomato, Chicken Salad .55 Egg Salad, Mayonnaise..............

Potato B and i o v i s o N e v R s
DESSERTS
French Pastries.................. - 10 PicealaMode........coneueeensnsenss
i e SO SRR 50 Beriall Culits, AMGIRE . Li i iites
) * . TEA, COFFEE, ETC.

Coffee, per Cup .10--with Meal. .. ... 05 Iced Tea or Coffee. ..........ooux:
Tea. i .. .10--with Meal ..... 05 Hot Chocolate with Cream.......
Milk, per Bottle .10--with Meal..... io&.n Hot Malted Milk.........cooeeeee

. i



“ZLuality and Seriice’"

Vanilla, Strawberry, Chocolate, Lemon, Orange, Pineapple,

-y
R

e

re Fresh Flavors Used in Our Ice Cream Sodas

ancy Ice Cream and Water Ices
We Have Your Favorite Flavor

15¢c Per Portion

We Have Your Favorite Flavor

Raspberry, Cherry, Peach,

Coffee, Sarsparilla and Root Beer

.................................................................... e W
LD oo,
% =
T e B
SUNDAES
Betsy Roes Speciali. ..o, i 40 Nxed NSt i g sl s oms i 30
Pineapple.... ... ikt nt s e 25 Maraschino Cherry................... .25
Fresh Strawberry....o v oo ... 25 Biack Walnut oo 7o ka0 b 25
Fresh-Raspbetyy. <o, id it b 25 Shancoldtec ioi R o Gy e 20
Fresh Peach: i lew v @iy o0 25 BUEEer Seatobt s wu. o 20
Chocolate Pudge.. /&l . s o 20 S0 R R R e T e e 20
Nabisco . ., shidass hiiaies st 25 Cararael it ol 20
Baniana Split. 5 Ja i o .30 Marahimatlow. om0l oi 20
Maple Walnut:. .., (5.0 anl8a . . .25 Chocolate Marshmallow.............. 20
Caramel Nut ... ..l site ST el R e N 25
Cashew Nut.. .. ..... 5 G sede oo .25 FrultSalad . U ey, Sy R .25
Basian Royal . ...oovBaga i 35 ChocolatePeaniits. .. 0. .6 iv. i 2 .20
PLAIN AND FANCY DRINKS

Orange Juicei .. v 15-.25 Frozen Root Beer.... .20  Fresh Limeade ........ 15
Frozen Lemon.......... 20  Frozen Orange....... .20 Cherry Smash.......... .10
Grape Lemonade. ...... 20  Grape Orangeade..... .20  Cherry Phosphate...... 10
Grape Hi-Ball.......... 20, “ Grape Juice:......... $00 iCingeo Ala.: . .. iia il .10
Frosted Coffee. ......... 20  Fresh Lemonade..... 15 Fresh Orangeade ...... 15
Fruited Orangeade. ... ... 20 Coca=Cola wcasnsss. .10 Lemon Phosphate...... .10
“Lemonade...... 20 Orange Phosphate... .10 RootBeer.............. .10
VoY HaYOr. . i i .10 BB ChoonlBEe: (i, i voa bis i o s avis 20
Uenyfiavor:............ .20 BaDrosted. .. 0 i SIS e 25
ldvar i .20 B Nalted MIES:. (i iR e s 25
T e L R 20 Egg Phosphate.............. S Nk iate s .20

) FRUITS AND SALADS
................... 15 Half Cantalope. .y, .o nuiihanssssigs . A0
....................... 15 One-half Grapefruit.................. 15






"All pricos are our 60111:13 prices, or below. By 0.P.A.
regulations our coilings are based on our highost prices
from Zpril 4 to 10, 1943 .%

BETAY ROSS CHOCOLATE SHOPPZ. Nov. 27.
| APFETIZERS '
Chillod Tomato, Prune or Grape Fruit Juice 10¢

Grapo Juice 1B¢ Chillod Fruit Cup 15¢
SQUR
FRESH VEGET/BLE F/RMIERE 15¢

ALL  CARTE B
(Includes Rolls,3uttor & Vogotable)

BAKED TENDER-R=-MILD HLM, PINZ.PPLE 5 LUCE,Mashed Fot.

ROAST STUFFED YOUNG MARYLAND TURKEY ,CRANBERRY SAUCE,
- lashod iotatoos 70g

CHICKEN CR2QUETTZES,CREAMED CARRATS & PEAS ,Meashed Pot. 40¢g

BREADED VBAL CUTLET,TOMATO SAUCE, Mashed Potatoos 50g

RC4ST STUFFED YOUNG CHICKEN,APFLE 5.UCE,Meshod Potatoes6Sg

BAKED P'URZ PORK SLUSAGE,LFPLE SAUCE,Mrshed Potatoos 45¢

ROAST LOIN °F iORK,ArPLE SAUCE, Mashod Potatoocs 50¢g
ROAST SIRLOIN NF BZIEF, PAN GRAVY, Mashod Potetocs 50¢
CCLD TRESSED HAM, Potato Salad 45¢
SIRDINES ON TO.ST,Potato Salcd ,Sl.Cnion & Tomatoss 50¢
FRIZD HAM OR BACON, Meshod Potatoes 50¢

COLE.ZGG,SLICED TYMATAES,SWEITZER CHEESE,Potato Salad 45¢

VEGETABLES 15¢g~-10¢ With Spndwiches :
Buttored String Beams Buttered Groen Peas, Potate Saled,
Pickle Chips,Mashod Potatoos,Cole Slaw,Pickle Chips.

{ SPECILL SANDWICHES

“. EGG S.LiD ON T7.iST, Colo “law, Potato Seled 35¢
. CREAM CHZZSE & JELLY "N TN.ST,Potato Salcd, Sliced
"\ Tomatoos 40g
\HOT ROAST BEGF, Meshod Potatoos, String Beans 45¢
'VICKLEZ & i IMINTIED MEAT INLF ON TUAST, Cole Slaw 20g
“TWWURST ON TOLST, Pototo Seled 25¢
DESSERTS

IES FIR CUY-~10g=ALALMCDE 20g¢g=-ipple,Raisin,Pumpkin,
roech,C.Croam, Lemon lioringe,Grahom Crahkmr,Boston Cream.
} FRESH FROZEN CHERRY CRE/M PIZ 15¢ ICZ CREAM 15¢

COFFEE 10g-With Mocls 05¢ MILK 10g-liith Meals 08¢

\w-ﬁw_- RIERRRISIE. et SEsse s B o ‘“““‘M



