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West Street AME Zion Church fundraisers, 
Carlisle, Pa., 2020-22 
 
History of the West Street AME Zion Church is a bit limited. AME church took over 
the building at 136 South West Street in 1882 from a Presbyterian congregation. 
The AME congregation had been expanding, according to a 2004 news article.1 
 
The congregation routinely holds fund raising dinners offering soul food menus. 
The church posts advertising leaflets in store fronts and on utility poles. 
 
“The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church is not to be mistaken with the AME 
Church as they are two different denominations but share the same Methodist 
doctrines and roots. Historically, the AME Zion Church was formed because of 
racial discrimination in the 1800s. It grew and developed into many AME Zion 
Churches in the United States….” 2 
  

 
1 Sentinel, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Feb. 9, 2004, pp 1 
2 https://www.churchfinder.com/denominations/african-methodist-episcopal-zion (accessed Nov. 12, 2022) 
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Pig feet and wing dinners, March, 2020 
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Soup sale, January, 2022 
 

 



 4 

Pigs feet and fish dinners, November, 2022 
 

 


