Excell Restaurant, Philadelphia,
1762-64 N. Broad St.
1943

My mother, Helen Kelchner (1925-2014) collected menus from the
lunch counters and restaurants where she ate while she lived in
Philadelphia in the summer and fall of 1943.

She had graduated from High School the previous year and lived in
Philadelphia while she took a short course to be certified as a mortuary
technician at Eckels School of Embalming at Diamond and 17th streets.
A letter from the period indicates that she lived at 2013 N. 15th St.,
about three blocks from the school.

Old letters also suggest that she studied at Eckels in order to take a job
at her future father-in-law’s Kelchner Funeral Home, in Berwick, Pa.

The Excell restaurant, at 1762-64 N. Broad St, now the site of the
Liacouras Center, was about three quarters of a mile south of where
Helen lived. She must have eaten there frequently. Her collection
includes one menu printed on stiff card stock and four type-written
fragments on brittle paper. We can tell the fragments are from the
restaurant for several reasons, chiefly because the typewriter they
were typed on had a defective “B” key.

Two fragments (first and fourth below) list “Deviled crab ala Excell”
(seventh line from bottom on the first fragment).

The second fragment — listing “Special Sunday Dinners” -- was created
in the same format on the same typewriter.



The third fragment, in the same format, contains the same non-
standard abbreviations “veget” and “vegeta” for “vegetable” as the
second.

The fourth fragment is typed by the same typewriter in a different
format, but lists “deviled crab ala Excell.”

We can document that the Excell was in existence from 1942 to 1956.
There are classified ads in the Philadelphia Inquirer advertising jobs at
the Excell at 1762 N. Broad St., between 1942 and 1944. Apparently, it
moved because ads between 1953 and 1956 place the restaurant at
7140 Frankford Ave.

The restaurant advertised Richman’s Ice Cream on the menu.
Richman’s opened in a general store in South New Jersey 1894,
producing his first ice cream in his general store and soon was selling its
product throughout the Delaware Velley. The company, with
headquarters in Brigantine, NJ., still exists:
https://www.richmansicecream.com/






FRUITS
In Season :
Stewed Prunes 5 Sliced Cantaloupe ... 10
Sliced Peaches () Baked Apple 10
Half Grapefruit 0 Fresh FrwitSalad oo o« 10 ¢
» OYSTERS :
3 Fried Oysters with 2 Vegetables a 35 i |
6 Fried Oysters with French Fried Potatoes 50 ‘ {
Deviled Crab Platter with 2 Fresh Vegetables 40 B |
Oyster Stew (small) .....iw..... 30 Minced Clam Stew ... 35 2.1
Oyster Stew (large) ... 40 Combination Sea IMood Platter, 50 : ""‘ﬁ'«'
- = EGGS and OMELETTES
- Including Potatoes g
2 Eggs . 25 Plain Omelette ... . Lol 30 . 5 g
Ham and BEggs & =0 i o 40 Cheese Omelette ... N
Bacon and Bges ... - . % 40 Ham Omelette ... *3
Sausages and 2 Eggs S0 Onion Omelette .. 3
Grilled Crisp Bacon ............................. 35 Western Omelette . !
Fried Ham 35 Spanish Omelette ..
Fried Scrapple'and 2 Eggs ... 35 Oyster Omelette . i
Country Sausages .& .. Mushroom Omelett:
Minced Ham, Scrambled Eggs, 35 Chicken Omelette’ o= - - -
. s 6 Cou‘try }
Richman’s “34™ Ice Cream cnt
SALADS ,, :
Lettuce and Tomato with Dressing ... 25 Y 3 3
Combination Salad 30 5,2 . |
Egg Salad, Potato Salad and Cole Slaw 35 9
Tuna Fish Salad, Potato Salad and Cole Slaw ___ : oy L :
Salmon Salad with Potato Salad and Cole Slaw ¥ SR Y . s
Sardine Platter with Potato Salad and Cole Slaw 85 - oo o
Shrimp Salad with Potatq Salad and Cole Slaw 35 i o
Chicken Salad with Potato Salad and Cole Slaw 40 4
Crab Meat Salad with Potato Salad and Cole Slaw 40 :
Lo‘ ster Salad with Petato Salad and Cole Slaw 45 ¥
> STEAKS and CHOPS ;
* (Including Two Vegetables) : 4
Small Grilled Sirloin Steak ... @J$fFried Liver and Bacon . 35
~ Large Grilled Sirloin Steak ....... 00 Broiled Veal Chops ... 5§ 4
£ @ s e s [ ) Broiled Lamb Chops ... 58 g
. Breaded Veal Cutlet ... 40 Broiled Pork CHopg o .. .~ 58 3
- Hamburger Steak, Onions ... 35 Frizzled Beef on Toast ... 30 £
. Fried Liver and Onions ... 35 Creamed Chicken on Toast ........ 40
¢ (F ned Onions with Order, 5¢ Extra; with Mushrooms, 10¢ Extra)
! DESSERTS
Fruit Gelatines . o R, S fg Apple Sauce
. Chocolate or Tapioca pui’!ﬁ el Pies (per cut
. Rice Pudding 10 Pie a la Mod

Ice Crenm ) 10c anﬂ
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FRIED FILAT OF SOLSI, TaiT:ix SAY
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SPECTAL SUNDAY DINNERS
CHOTCE OF THTOXTH SOUP QR TONAT, JUTEX
OR GRATEFRUIT JUICE OR APPLE JUICE
TWO VEGET. COFFEE % DESSERT
CHHGE‘KR(_’}‘*S?*C!!‘.’KEN**H""Vﬂ‘k*****?ﬁti*'4"F*-“**1‘#*
CHCICE RCAST CHIJKSY PILLING........ - §5¢
ROAS? T\JF:—-" 'Ji\J"B O3 392900 e00000e0dee o - a3
ROAST }‘f:‘!ﬂs\l{ I'I..- Q0292009000000 00e s ¢ lﬁq
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VIRGINIA Hml OI';ELET."l..I......"‘."?6,);*
GRILED VEAL CHOP F, EG@ PLANT,,..,,¥¢6RP30¢
3 o ok o il e e o0 O ol e oK O oK B R
SPECIAL PLATTERS W, TWO VEGET, D.&.3.
GRILED FRANKF. POTAT. SALwlOO....Q..OOQ.35¢
BAKED SAUSAG’ES..Q.o.u...Q.-ooooo.ooooon0935¢
CHICKEN QROQIETTES.'OQOQOQOQOOD..O..uool'.)35¢
FRIED EGG PLANT DACOReqeccssonnsnsennsan o356
WESTERN OLTELET......--...............'....43¢
3READED pORK GHOPoooooooooo-.qeoooooooooe40¢
BWED VEAL CUTLET -..o-o...o...‘--.-....sgqb
LIVER ONIONSQOOOOOO.O....QD..Q..QOQQD.-On43¢
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GRILE‘) mgH LAV@P\EL...................35¢ N
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mﬁ ORM) lIIAT 'SALAD'OQQ'.......O0000'0045¢

LR TR

POT ROAGT m' ..\ ..........OO'.....OO..soé
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-~ BCLAMILED EGGS
v-aauy FLATTER
--OILED EGG PLATTER
H CaKZS, TO0:aTO SAUCE
'ILLZLD FRANKFUARTERS
HED COURTRY SAUSAGE

60¢
2x04N DEEF STEW
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