
Marcy Drug Stores and Luncheonettes 
Philadelphia, Pa., Oct 11, 1943 
 
My mother, Helen (Leitzel) Kelchner (1925-2014) of Berwick, Pa., 
collected menus from the lunch counters and restaurants where she 
ate while she lived in Philadelphia in the summer and fall of 1943. 
 
She had graduated from Berwick High School the previous year and 
lived in Philadelphia while she took a short course to be certified as a 
mortuary technician at Eckels School of Embalming at Diamond and 
17th streets. A letter from the period indicates that she lived at 2013 N. 
15th St., about three blocks from the school. She was receiving the 
training in order to take a job at the Kelchner Funeral Home in Berwick, 
which was owned by her future father-in-law Willard F. Kelchner. 
 
The menu from the Marcy Drug Store and Luncheonette at 16th and 
Market streets in Philadelphia is the one menu in her collection that 
contains a date. The list of specials inside the main menu was dated 
“Monday, October 11, 1943.” 
 
It appears that the Marcy drug and luncheonette chain lasted about 30 
years. A search of the Philadelphia Inquirer shows that the business 
name was registered in August of 1936. The back cover of the menu 
lists three locations: 1614 Chestnut Street; 15th and Locust streets and 
16th and Market streets. 
 
Help wanted ads appeared in the paper, largely during World War Two, 
then again in the 1960s.  
 
The last mention of Marcy Drug in the Inquirer is an August 1967 ad for 
the sale of interior furnishings of the store at 1420 South Penn Square.  
 



 







 



 


