Rainbow Restaurant
2156 North Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa.,
1943

My mother, Helen Kelchner (1925-2014) collected menus from the
lunch counters and restaurants where she ate while she lived in
Philadelphia in the summer and fall of 1943.

She had graduated from High School the previous year and lived in
Philadelphia while she took a short course to be certified as a mortuary
technician at Eckels School of Embalming at Diamond and 17th streets.
A letter from the period indicates that she lived at 2013 N. 15th St.,
about three blocks from the school.

Old letters also suggest that she studied at Eckels in order to take a job
at her future father-in-law’s Kelchner Funeral Home, in Berwick, Pa.

Her menu collection included two different versions of the menu from
the Rainbow Restaurant on Broad Street, about two blocks from the
Eckels school.

Help-wanted ads in the Philadelphia Inquirer suggest the Rainbow was
in operation from 1940 to 1955 at 2156 N. Broad St., then, from 1956
to 1959 at 1133 South Broad St.

Today there is a Temple Rainbow Restaurant is at 2156 N. Broad.
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’?f COLD PLATTERS
| Cold Roast Pork ... 50c. Chicken Salad ...
‘ Cold Roast Besf ................ 50c. Shrimp Salad
f Cold Sliced Tongue ............ 50c. Crab Meat Salad ...
‘ Cold Baked Ham ... 60c. Tung Fish Salad ...
Cold Sliced Chicken ........... 75¢. Hard Boiled Egg Salad ... ...
{ Cold Sliced Turkey ... 75c. Combination Salad ...
Combination Cold Cuts ........ 55¢. Lettuce and Tomato ...
1 DESSERTS
: dee Puddine: .. .. G 10c. Frolt Copbe s w00
Tapioca Pudding ... 10c. Ple,per Ol .7 .
Bread Pudding ... 10c. fco Cream @i, = ... e —
BRecola Pudding 1000 .. 10c. Prult JolO . sS ot it od. ..
* FRUIT IN SEASON
L Gren it | O R L RO S 10c. Stewed Prunes ... ..
Pineapple Juice ... 10c. Contaldpe . 0 edlone a0
amato Julce ... L n 10c. poney Dew Sl
@renge Julce .5 10c. Weatermelon - v
i iced Orange ... 00 ... 15¢/ Sliced Bdnénas ..
Sliced Peaches .. ......... 15¢. Steawberrles: ... oo
CEREALS TOAST AND CAKES
T R N A G TR 10c. VRIk "Toant . aiiioy Ba b
! Cream of Wheat ... 10c. Freticlt TOMmY ... it
5 C T e e R e 10c. Hot Coakes . ... i s
) 2 slices Dry or Buttered Toast 5c Hot Cakes and Sausage ........
g Cinhamwon Toast .................... /0c. Hot Cakes and Ham ...
SINGLE DECKER SANDWICHES |
(Sandwichés on, Toast, Included Letjace’“ el
% Bacon Sandwich ... . 2\c. Lettuce dnd Tomato
< gham TR R R 15“\(:- Toqsied Cheese _______
W U RS e e S d¢
SR Bog isd, - ! whgecsis SUgS
o REswarat - e st 15¢ TORL THEE St
Blon o Lot 20c. :Rodst Beef _......5 ..
W
% Hard Boiled Egg ... . 15c¢. Ovatap. . bkl Egd
» W LR 20¢c Western Egg ... i ..
S Sliced Chicken -................... 35-. Cream Cheese ...
T SRS R TR 15¢ Swiss Cheese ............
Bacon and Egg ... ... . 25c¢. Sardine Sandwich ...
Ham and Egg Sandwich ... 25c. Ham and Cheese Sandwich
Bty Righ ¢ o (el v 20c. Single Decker ....................
4 DOUBLE DECKER
$ (Sandwiches on Toast Include Lettuce .
Cream Cheese, Stuffed Olives 25¢ Bacon and Cheese ...
Ham and Cheese .. . . . 30c. L°““°;'.T°m°t°' Green
8T A BEDBE L
 Salmon and Hard Boiled Egg 25c. s e

35¢.
25¢.

Chicken Salad and Bacon ...
Cream Cheese and Jelly

Tuna Fish Salad and Bacon 35c

Rainbow Special

25¢c.






STEAKS AND’ 'C’Hops

Chopt, POIEEN ... ... Dicdis b L i g e iobn Ry 60c.
Broiled Jumbo Lamb Chops on Toast, Potutoes A e AN ST 60c
Beef Tenderloin, Potatoes, .............tleliv it eidie ooy ditag ue/ ,"’""’
Broiled Prime Sirloin Steak, French Fried Potatoes, ................................... Y ey r
ENTREE S : }4
Broaded Pork: ChOBER POIGIOBE . ......c.ic.ix: i cheiftssessioss athaghench s osiboeinssassnhh 40c. A
Hamburger Steak, Potatoes ...............l... ol /0w 1 |
Breaded Veal Chop, Potatoes, Sweet Peas, Cole Slaw ... 40c’ ;
Minced Ham and Scrambled Eggs, Potatoes ... 40c.
Chicken Croquette, Mashed Potatoes, Cole Slaw ... 30c. 1
Creamed Chipped Beef on Toast, Mashed Potatoes, Cole Slaw ... 3 30c. ]
Broiled Pork Tenderloin, Cole Slaw Potatoes ... ... B80c {
Breaded Veal Cutlets, Cole Slaw and Potatoes ... i 50c.
Creamed Chicken on Toast, Cole Slaw und Pawdoes ... v b S ... 40e.
EGETABLES AND ' POTATOES S *
Green Peas ... ... c. “Mashed: i asrie o e 500 Wi
gtr_ing }I!Becxns --------------------------- }gg French Fried ..........:.. 10c.
pinach oL e B RS Y : ¥yt
Stowed Tithiaadi . St i 10¢. Ho'me_ Pried . lag B e 10c.
o Beamts ot 10c. Iuyenng ....... s (TN 15¢.
Balted BeGns, ... . 10c. Lyonnaise .. ... S 10c. &
Creamed Mushrooms I'BSh Brown it Sei 10c. by
on Toant: )l s Lok . 40c. Spaghettl *— = s e 10c.
EGGS AND OMELETTES : g
Fawd EgaWt . i oihin i 25¢. Plain Omelette ... 30c. ¢
Boiled Eggs .~ 2R L 25¢. Ham Omelette ... 40c.
Poached Eggs ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 25¢c. . Ché¢se Omelette ... 40c.
Scramble Eggs ... 25¢. Spg)ush Omelette ... ......... 40c." *
Ham or Bacon and Eggs ... 45¢c. . ~ Oni'n Omelette . ..v..........0L 40c.. :
Order Fried /' Ham ... 50c. Tcmato Omerette- 777 40c.
Order Fried Bacon ... 50c. Western Omelétte ... st 40c.
SEA FOOD IN SEASON ’
Fried Deviled Crab, Potatoes., Cole Slaw ... .......i......ooo. 45c; , , tendd
Three Fried Oysters, Potatoes, Cole Slaw ... 408
Fried Steak Fish, Potatoes, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw ... a35¢. .
Fried Filet of Sole, Tartar Sauce, Potatoes ..o 35¢. !
Fried Scallope, Tartan Sauce and Potatoes ..o 45c.' e
Deviled Crab (to take out) ... 15c. Small Oyster Slow i Uy - 1
Small Clam Stew ... .. 35¢c. Large Oyster Stew ... 45c.
Large Clennt Stews. ... 45c. Half Dozen Fried Oysters ..... 60c. i
Clam Cocktadl o it v . 25¢: One Dozen (to take out) ... 65c.
One Dozen Steamed Clcrms, b A
Drawn Butter ... . S B 25¢; (With Crackers only) e -
HOT SANDWICHES , ;
Hot Turkey - i aiaiiihs 50c. Heot Chicken . ;. i .0 sxiaskes, 45c. i
Hot Boast Pork ....oos s 35c¢c. Hot Roast Beef ... .. 35¢.
Hot Hamburg ... g 30c. Hot Roast Lamb ... 35c. \
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