
Rainbow Restaurant 
2156 North Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
1943 
 
My mother, Helen Kelchner (1925-2014) collected menus from the 
lunch counters and restaurants where she ate while she lived in 
Philadelphia in the summer and fall of 1943. 
 
She had graduated from High School the previous year and lived in 
Philadelphia while she took a short course to be certified as a mortuary 
technician at Eckels School of Embalming at Diamond and 17th streets. 
A letter from the period indicates that she lived at 2013 N. 15th St., 
about three blocks from the school.  
 
Old letters also suggest that she studied at Eckels in order to take a job 
at her future father-in-law’s Kelchner Funeral Home, in Berwick, Pa.  
 
Her menu collection included two different versions of the menu from 
the Rainbow Restaurant on Broad Street, about two blocks from the 
Eckels school. 
 
Help-wanted ads in the Philadelphia Inquirer suggest the Rainbow was 
in operation from 1940 to 1955 at 2156 N. Broad St., then, from 1956 
to 1959 at 1133 South Broad St. 
 
Today there is a Temple Rainbow Restaurant is at 2156 N. Broad. 
 









 


