
Rea & Derick Inc. World War 2 Era Menu  
 
I’m reasonably sure this menu came from the Rea & Derick drug store 
in Berwick sometime during World War two.  
 
The Rea & Derick drug store chain was founded in Sunbury, Pa., July 2, 
1920, by Scott C. Rea, and George C. Derick. 
 
Other stores were opened in the 1920s in Northumberland, Shamokin, 
Selinsgrove, Lewiston, Bloomsburg, State College, and Tyrone. By the 
end of the 30's, twenty-three were in operation. One was opened in 
Hazleton in 1941 and there was one in Berwick by 1942. A photograph 
of it, taken by Fred Longenberger of Berwick, was reproduced in the 
book Captured Moments in Time 1942 published by my mother Helen 
Kelchner in 1997. 
 

Berwick Rea & Derick in 1942 



Detail of above photo 



 
The menu is dated to the war years by the line at the bottom “For 
Victory. Ask for your change in U.S. war saving stamps.” 
 
I remember going to the soda fountain in Rea & Derick for chocolate 
fountain cokes when I was in high school (1960-1964). At that time, I 
was interested in anything related to science (such as chemistry) and 
experimented making small amounts of gunpowder. My mother, in that 
far-off and innocent age, actually wrote me notes telling the druggist at 
Rea & Derick that I was allowed to buy saltpeter for my explosive 
education. 
 
The Rea & Derick chain was acquired by Peoples Drug in 1985. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 









 


