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DIAMOND

Uplifting Voices
THROUGH SONG
AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Empowering Communities & Partners

Harnessing the full potential of a car isn't always an easy task. Converging a vehicle's
power, beauty and harmony takes careful attention, dedication to one’s craft, and imagi-
nation. The same formula is needed to harness the power of song, and the potential of a
community.

That's why we're proud to once again support the Canton Gospel Music Association’s
Annual Scholarship Awards & Gospel Music Celebration.

Much like the craftsmanship on display at our Canton facility, Nissan is proud to support
the dedication, commitment, and collaboration on display at this celebration. We appreci-
ate the work you've done and the investments you've made in the future of Canton, and
are proud to help uplift many more voices to come.

Find out more at nissanmanufacturing.com
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August 27,2023

Welcome Christian Friends:

Once again, it is a blessing and a joy to greetyou in

the name of our Lord & Savior JesusChrist. On behalf of the membersof
the Canton Gospel Music Association, we are grateful that you took the
time to come and share this evening with us. | am so excited that we can
gather in person after two years of meeting on ZOOM to celebrate our
Annual Scholarship Awards & Gospel Music Celebration.

We welcome you this evening as we 0 S a | Madison Co u n t Byedsst ¢
through music. Congratulations to CynthigAllen,PercyBennettMinistel.amar
CampbellAshfordSandersMinisterJonathamAndersonMinisterSteverHarper,Pat
Kessed;regRichardsTonyRichardaindLouisWrighit o n i ddnordes

A special thanks to each member of the Canton Gospel Music Association
(CGMA), our sponsors, our guests and all of you who have supported us
eachyear.

One of the highlights of the eveningis the awarding of music scholarships
to pay for music lessons for up and coming musicians. To date, we have
awarded $30,800.00 to 179 students. To God Be The Glory!!!

May God Bless each of you tonight and if we can be of assistance to you,
please do not hesitate to call upon us. We look forward to our 20th year
anniversary of the founding of the Canton Gospel Music Association in
2024 if i t @osd Wilks.
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Cynthia Goodloe Palmer
Founder/President
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Congratulationgo Ms. Cynthia GoodloePalmerand the CantonGospelMusic Associationon your
20" Annual CantonGospelMusic Celebrationand ScholarshipAwards As an active supporterof
gospelmusic, your organizationstrivesto increasecommunityaccesdo rich cultural resourceghat
fostercreativity, promotesel-expressiongcelebratediversity and strengtherthe environmentY o u 6 r
influential in the preservationof gospelmusic not only in Canton,but acrossnationallines Under
your leadership,patrons, artists, and the entire community are able to discover new avenuesof
intercultural communicationthrough the art of music and dancewhile providing scholarshipsto
childrenwho might not otherwisehavethis opportunity Over the last eighteenyears,your program
hasgrown into one of the top community eventsin our city, and we are forever grateful for your
contribution

As Mayor of the City of Canton,l saluteandcommendyou on your profoundaccomplishmentsMs.
Palmer,| thankyou for spearheadinthis magnificenteventandchoosingCantonasrecipientsof your
hospitality Godblessyou andthe CantonGospelMusic Association

Sincerely,

AN N W

William Truly, Jr.,M.D.
Mayor of the City of Canton

P.O. Box 1605 * 226 East Peace Street « Canton, MS 39046
601/859-4331 + Fax: 601/859-4379
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The Mayor's Award Recipient
~ JohnWesley Henry ~

Mr. JohnWesleyHenry, affectionatelyknownin his communityby manyasfi J o
g2 theB a p t waslom on SeptembeB0, 1919in MadisonCountyto Mr. DeweyS
Henry and Mrs. Hattie Brown Henry. Ever sincehe wasa youngboy, JohnHenry
% loved music and even more than music, he loved to sing It was at Mt. Olive
n s MissionaryBaptist Church,in Canton, Mississippi,wherehe would havehis first
opportunityto try outhisvoice Aftera groupof menat the churchrealizedthathe
couldsing,theyputhimin the Mt. Olive ChurchChoir. Notyeta teenagerMr. Henrywassigningwith the
Adult Male Choir. He wasthe only child in the choir surroundedyafi b u rofold meno

Mr.H e n rlgvéfa@ signingcontinuedto widenasthe four other menstarteda singinggroupknownasi T h |
Traveling Stars0 The membersincluded Doc Fleming, Percy Anderson,Joe Thomas,and himself They
traveledto various churchesand venuesacrossthe city and the county signing about the goodnessf the
Lord. OneSundayafternoon theyhadthe chanceto singat the 4-H Club. A lady by the nameof Ms. Crooney
wasso impressedvith their singing,sheconvincedthemto changetheir namefrom The Traveling Starsto
i T M dubileesd

After many years of singing together, The 4 Jubileesstarted facing turbulent times Over the years, the
original four membergpassedWhile the groupwasableto quickly find replacementsit wasstill hard on the
original group to keepthe commitmenthat was startedby The 4 Jubilees Finally, the last of 3 of The 4
Jubileespassedawayleavingonly oneoriginal memberMr. JohnWesleyHenry. Not having The 4 Jubilees
by his side to carry on the love of music, he did not allow that to stop his dream He continuedto press
forward with histalent

Mr. Henry enlistedin the United StatesArmy in Decemberl942 at Camp Shelby He receivedhis basic
training in SpartanburgSouthCarolina. It wastherethat hetrainedto drive trucks After receivinghis basic
training, his nextstopswereNew Y ork, NY and thenEurope Oneof his keyduty assignmentsgluring the war
includeddriving trucksdeliveringand picking up suppliesfor thetroops SoldierHenry left the serviceat the
endof 1945 after servingthreeyearsand six months He receivedan Honorable Dischargedthrough Camp
Shelbyin 1945

In April 1947, Mr. Henrymarried Ms. CatherineGriffin andto thisunion, 12 childrenwereborn. He worked
variousjobsin the MadisonCountyareato providefor his family.

Mr. Henry continued his musical dream by joining The Canton Southernairs,which was founded and

organizedin 1950by thelate Mr. AnthonyJ. Jeffery Thegroup uponbeingorganizedthefoundingmembers
were the late Bro. ClaudeNichols,Bro. ClemBoyd,the late Bro. RobertBrown, Bro. AlphonzaHarris, and

Bro. Hubert Thomas Other memberssoonjoined including Rev Eugenefi T hMassissippiMi d g Rivers,

Mr. Willie B. Lee,andRev Anderson

As a memberof The CantonSouthernairsMr. Henry and the group havesungat manychurchesin Canton
and surroundingareas They have participated on building fund programs,goodwill programsand many
other musicalprogramssinging G o d rasses Theyhavealso participatedon programsthat were givenin
their honor. TheCantonSouthernairsvereknownandare knownfor havingsuchgreatharmonyamongtheir

voicesthat thevcould singwithoutmusic
CANTON GOSPEL MuUsiC CELEBRATION AND SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS




The Mayor's Award Recipient
~JOHN WESLEYHENRY ~

Mr. Roy Davis, Mr. ChristopherCole, Mr. Jerry Simpson,Mr. Randy Abron, Mr. RudolphLindsey, Mr.
Murrell RobinsonMr. RobertRivers,Mr. GregoryRichards,and Mr. TonyRichards Alongwith Mr. Henry,
current membersare: Mr. Percy Bennett,Mrs. Erma J. Cole, Mr. NathanielCole, Mr. DeweyHenry, Mr.
DexterOlive andMr. DexterJohnson

DuringMr. H e n rygaésaf singingG o d prasseswith the CantonSouthernairestheytraveledto various
statessuchasAlabama Arkansas]llinois, Kansas] ouisiana,Missouri,SouthCarolina, Oklahomaand
Wisconsin.Locally, thegrouphasperformedon TheMississippiGulf Coast,TheMississippiDeltaand many
moreoutstandingownsthroughoutthe stateof Mississippi.TheCantonSouthernairesre oneof the First
GospelGroupsto eversingat the MississippiDelta BluesFest.

In 1975,thegrouprecordedandreleasedheir first recordasa 45 whichfeaturedi 1Tt6 wheG Il o and o
AHe 6 s Myn260dan&?006,The CantorSouthernairesvere nominate@ndhonoredasthefi Qu a r
of the Y e agpansoredy the CantonGospelMusic AssociationIn 2006,theywerethe honoredand were
therecipientsofthed L i f &luisicAckievemenf w a rpesentedythe CantonGospelMusic Association
at their annualCantonGospelMusic Celebration.Thatdaytheysharedthe stagewith the award-winning
Minister EvelynTurrntineAgee In addition, TheCantonSouthernairesverealsotherecipientsof i T hViest
OutstandingTraditional GospelSingingG r o uhathaveappearedandsungin concertin Mobile, Alabama
Finally in 201Q the Southernairgseleasedheir first CD titled i D o Whroughthe Yearso

Mr. Henry is a memberof the Mount Olive MissionaryBaptist Churchin Canton,MS, where he faithfully
servedas a Deacon.He is a great outdoorsmarand enjoysspendingtime outdoorsperfectinghis craft of
hunting,fishing,andwatchingthe gameof baseball At theageof 103years,he hasbeenblessedo withess4
generationf offspring,which includes12 children, 95 grandchildren,67 great grandchildrenand roughly
50 greatgreatgrandchildrenwholovingly calls him Daddyand Granddaddy.

CANTON GOSPEL MuUsiC CELEBRATION AND SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS




Music Achievement Award Honoree
~ Cynthia D. Allen ~

8 Cynthia D. Allen is the daughterof the late Mr. TommieLee Horn and Mrs.

g Mary F. Horn. Shegrew up in the Sharon,Mississippicommunityand cultivatedher

ove for musicthere Sheis a memberof the SharonChapel AME Zion Churchin

haron,MS Her Mother, Mary F. Horn is an extraordinary,gospelsingerand she

- ‘taught her daughterhow to developher talentsfor God Upon completinghigh

school, she attendedTougaloo College where her singing beganto blossomas an active memberof the

TougalooCollegeGospelChoir underthe late, TimothyHaynes Shebeganfeel an overwhelmingdesireto
ministerin song

It was during theseyearsthat her faith in God was testedby divorce, sicknessand financial despair She
noticedthat God usedher activenesst her local churchto speakto her Spirit. Andit wasLOUD! God gave
her musicin her sleep Initially, He senther melodiesin her spirit and then, the lyrics would follow. That
gavebirth to herfirst CD projectentitled,ii S 0 me Bédiweerlds . ollowingthatproject,shewas
affordedan opportunityto tour overseasvith the Deloris RawlinsTour Groupwhereshesangin Italy, Sicily
andsomepartsof Spain

Continuing her work at our local church producedher secondCD entitled,i On B ¢ | i pradecédby
Minister SteverHarper. It boastssongsasfi T h ésme@F a i | andfete MelLift Hi mdbhetitle track
N OnB gl i isavdedicationto thefinishedwork of thecross It is this work that movego group our faith
by OnB ¢/ | i eGa dvigsdis true.

God is suchefficient God that He reachesinto us and births talentsthat were dormant Shecontinuesthe
work for God in speakingengagementdVo me Midistries and volunteerismHer living mantrais Mark
9:23NKJV- Jesussaidto him, A lyéucanbelieve all thingsare possibleto himwhobelieves
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Lifetime Music Achievement Award Honoree
~ Percy Bennett ~

€ Percy Bennett was born on October 23, 19430 the late Mattilena
% Bennett and John Phillip. Mr. Bennettis a veteran of the US Army and a
2 graduateof Hinds CommunityCollege,with a degreein AutomotiveMechanicsHe
& startedsinging at a youngage alongsidehis brother, Willie Bennett,where they

_& would often sing the song T Can SeeSo Much" They later joined The Canton
- Southernairesindtherestis history.

Mr. Bennettis a memberof King David Lodge where he holds the title of Wishmasterand Grand
Treasurer He is the loving husbandto Mrs. Betty Bennett,who he lovesdearly for 43 years He is also a
devotedfather of 4 children (one is deceased)grandfather,and great grandfather He is the oldestof 8, 6
brothers (3 have passedaway) and 1 sister Percy never missesan opportunity to remind everyone
that he comesinto contactwith, aboutthe goodnes®f the Lord and howhe cando all thingsthrough Christ
who strengthensim.

The Canton Southernairs,which was foundedand organizedin 1950 by the late Mr. AnthonyJ. Jeffery

The group upon being organized, the founding memberswere the late Bro. Claude Nichols, Bro.

Clem Boyd, the late Bro. RobertBrown, Bro. AlphonzaHarris, and Bro. Hubert Thomas Other members
soon joined including Rev Eugeneii T hMississippi Mi d g Rivecs, Mr. Willie B. Lee, and Rev

Anderson In 1974 after years of joining and becominga memberof the group, Mr. Percy Bennettwas
appointedas the g r o unpabagerand is still currently serving as the manager During his tenure as
managerMr. Bennetthasseenthe group go throughsomegoodtimesaswell as hard struggles put theykept
thefaith.

As a memberof The CantonSouthernairsMr. Bennettand the group havesungat manychurchesn Canton
and surroundingareas They have participated on building fund programs,goodwill programsand many
other musicalprogramssingingG o d frasses Theyhavealso participatedon programsthat were givenin
their honor. TheCantonSouthernairsvereknownandare knownfor havingsuchgreatharmonyamongtheir
voicesthattheycouldsingwithoutmusic

Mr. Roy Davis, Mr. ChristopherCole, Mr. Jerry Simpson,Mr. RandyAbron, Mr. RudolphLindsey, Mr.
Murrell Robinson,Mr. Robert Rivers, Mr. Gregory Richards,and Mr. Tony Richards Along with Mr.
Bennett, currentmembersare: Mrs. ErmaJ. Cole,Mr. NathanielCole, Mr. DeweyHenry, Mr. DexterOlive,
Mr. JohnHenryandMr. DexterJohnson

DuringMr. B e n n gersobsmgingG o dprasseswith the CantonSouthernairestheytraveledto various
statessuchasAlabama Arkansas]llinois, Kansas] ouisiana,Missouri,SouthCarolina, Oklahomaand
Wisconsin.Locally, thegrouphasperformedon TheMississippiGulf Coast,TheMississippiDeltaandmany
moreoutstandingownsthroughoutthe stateof Mississippi.TheCantonSouthernairesre oneof the First
GospelGroupsto eversingat the MississippiDelta BluesFest.

In 1975,thegrouprecordedandreleasedheir first recordasa 45 whichfeaturedii 1Tt6 wheG Il o and 0
AHe 6 s Myn280dan&2006,The CantorSouthernairesvere nominate@ndhonoredasthei Qu a r
of the Y e agpansoredy the CantonGospelMusic AssociationIn 2006, theywerethe honoredand were
therecipientsofthed L i f &luisicAckievemenA w a rpesentedythe CantonGospelMusic Association
at their annualCantonGospelMusic Celebration.Thatdaytheysharedthe stagewith the award-winning
Minister EvelynTurrntine-Agee In addition, The CantonSouthernairesverealsotherecipientsof i T hHvViest
OutstandingTraditional GospelSingingG r o uhathaveappearedandsungin concertin Mobile, Alabama
Finally in 201Q the Southernairseleasedheir first CD titted A D o Whroughthe Yearso
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Lifetime Music Achievement Award Honoree
~ Minister Lamar Campbell ~

4 Minister Lamar Campbell the Founderof Lamar Campbell& Spirit of Praise,
& foundedin 1995 hasrecordedsix Stellar nominatedCDs and has seentheir name
& valuerise via collaborationswith CeCeWinans,soul musicicon Aaron Neville and
& evensoutherngospelegendBill Gaither.

Born andraisedin Indianapolis,Indiana, Lamarwasactivein the churchand musicallygiftedfrom an early
age At age eight, he beganplaying the piano in his homechurch By age fifteen, he acceptedhis first
position as musical director for another church After graduating high school, Lamar felt a call to
musicministryandstudiedmusicat the JordanMusic Collegeat Butler Universityin Indianapolis

Shortly thereafter,during the late @0s, he foundedhis first group simply known as Lamar Campbell &
Praise That ensemblereleaseda major-label album It performedmoderatelywell, nationally, yielding
aradio singletitled, i T hDelstof Lovel O w e and madethe act a significantnamein Indianapolisand
the surroundingareas Lamar was later led to form Lamar Campbell& Spirit of Praise and becamethe
first artist signedto EMI Gospel(nowknownasMotownGospel)

Lamar hasreleasedthe following C D 6osa the EMI label titled, i L a mGampbell& Spiritof Pr a i i lg]|c
NeedYourS p i riiiWhod, fhink AboutY o uConf edfaWmommshi pPplePeaiseCol | ec

A Fr oheH e a rit Noe,Song,New Soundi L i vamadi O p ¢he Skyo Theseprojectsproducedchart
topping songssuchas i H &/o0 n léet YouD o w nfiol, tAlb AbouttheL o v & € ] o saedifi dVi,0o Mh&an
Anyt htonameafew

Lamaris committedto delivering musicthat helpsput peoplein relationshipwith JesusChrist. During the
coronaviruspandemicand time of protestfor police violence,LC&SOPfelt a strongurge to remind people
through song that our God is greater than any circumstance we can face This project,
i H eMose ThanT h ais atcollectionof songsfromL a maplaglist to encourageandinspire during these
uncertaintimes

Recently,Lamar Ca mp b sohd,ibMo imhan A n y t hwasngmedby ROOT MAGAZINE as one of
thetop 100gospelsongsof all times Lamar simplysays,To GodBe The Glory!!!

sﬁm Efm
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Music Achievement Award Honoree

ASHFORD
SANDERS

GOSPEL ARTIST

"STRAIGHT OUTTA HEAVEN"

The macrocosm of Gospel is being hit by a celestial tornado, a fresh sound
as Ashford sings with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This melodic breeze
picks up and invites gospel aficionados and newcomers to join his tidal
wave. From church arenas, TV screens to concert hall, Ashford Sanders has
CONTACT been seizing the public by the ear with his unique vocal imprint. More than
Faith Management a gospel singer, The Mississippi native vows to be a vessel spreading the

beauty of fellowship through music.

e Phone

910-644-1824 . .
919-924-2313 MAKING THAT BRAND

Born in the whirl of music, his musical pilgrimage started before school
e E-mail benches; as he recalls, his family would hear melodies before his first
VERYLS20@AOL.COM onomatopoeias. When he was given his first keyboard at the age of 5,
playing music became natural, a sign of a God given gift, which he
promptly gave back by playing for his Baptist church when he turned 10
years. As he learned the grasp of music, he wrapped his craft around The
Canton Spirituals, known pioneers in traditional gospel. His career took a
https://youtu.be/Cb0Ginb-Rgg. significant turn when he met Doug Williams from the well-known Williams
Remake of Winans "Million Did g, others. They both a cornerstone) with the release on "The Blackberry
Not Make It’ record presents wedding songs"” also 'Songs Mama Use to Sing”. The year
2012 underlines Ashford's global shift when he joined the hit TV show BET
https://youtu.be/D3HQA7bORyY Sunday Best, and gracefully reaching the top 5. Kim Burrell was amazed by
Raw Footage of Millions his genuine delivery, calling him "anointed"” while Kirk Franklin cajoled the
audience into " Doing the Ashford”, creating a dance phenomenon. In 2015,
https://youtu.be/ZzyoigS6jQo Ashford eventually convulsed the web with a footage showcasing his
ability to galvanize an expected audience with his candid falsettos. This
https://voutu.be/q76CtvGli3E musical moment amassed 10 millions views on Facebook, and opened
many doors.

You Tube Clips Ashford Sanders

"THE ULTIMATE PATH TO GOSPEL" With a huge following up his sleeves and
a brand new album in sight, Ashford Sanders intends to become an
atemporal brand and a timeless experience. With the Holy Ghost and
music engraved on his soul, he's ready to tantalize inquiring souls while
revamping Gospel music his way. He is ready to take on his calling not only
as a singer but writer, producer, TV Host and more. He is also very
passionate about his work in taking care of the needy. With great hope,
Ashford aims to fulfill his purpose in life by winning as many souls over to
Christ as he can through his gifts.

For Bookings: Contact Faith Management 910-644-1824
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CGMA MUSICIAN AWARD HONOREE

~ Dr. Jonathan Anderson ~

Dr. JonathanAndersonis a native of MadisonCounty,Mississippi He is one of
, three siblings and the only son of Dr. Johnnyand EvangelistJannifer Anderson

From the tenderage of five, Jonathanbegantaking a valuedinterestin workingin

% the musicdepartmentof his f a t hckurch, Mew JerusalemCOGIC, Canton The

& musicministry hasaffordedhim an opportunityto playwith C a n t greatesmusi

cians and someof Gospelmu s i nogirenownedartist including Darius Brooks,

- = Paul Porter, Bishop RanceAllen, Maurette Brown-Clark, and EvangelistBeverly
Crawford Dr. AndersonservedMadisonCountyfor nearly twentyyearsbeforerelocating his family to the

MississippiGulf Coastin 2017 Dr. Andersons alsothefounderof thegroup,i T HEePsalmable

Ministry would not continueto be his solepassionin the Church In May of 2008 Jonathanacceptechis
call into thegospelministry. From that momenforward, Pastormadethe commitmento exemplifytheright-
eousnesshe father requireswhile encouragingthe sinner and believerto becomethe true worshipperthe
fatherseeksPs 1:1-6, John4:23-24.

Pastor Andersonis a churchplanter,and in 2018following a three day, water only fast, God gavehim
TheDesiredNation,a movement h adesperatdor His representationmanifestationand demonstration
Godhasshownhimselfkind to DesiredNationChurch

ProfessionallyDr. Andersonservesn thefield of education Currently, he servesas Director of Student

Servicedor Biloxi Public SchoolDistrict supportingteachersadministrators studentsandparents
Jonathanis married to the former RenadaCorella Brown, and they are the proud parentsof Darion,
ThaddeusRaelyn,andNathaniel

w = (GMA MUSICIAN AWARD HONOREE

~ Minister StevenHarper ~

:: SteverHarper hasbeenaroundmusicall of his life. With his mother,Barbara
N Harper, being a part of the premier choirs of Jackson,Jerry Smith and the
/ Children of Israel and later the MississippiMassChoir. Steverwasrearedby the
® bestin Mississippi He watchedthe greats,only to eventuallyhavethe desireto
develophis gift andsharewhatGodhadplacedin him.
Stevenstarted playing piano at church when he was 16 yearsold after only
=% playing seriouslyfor 1 year. Eventually,he would attendAlcorn StateUniversity
andbecomeheMusical Director for theInterfaith GospelChoir.

After graduating,SteverbecameMinister of Musicat NewMt. Calvary Christian Center Thiswould also
be his connectionto the Cantoncommunity Throughthe growing friendshipof fellow musicians Greg Rich
ards, TonyRichardsand Gerald Nichols, Steverthenhadthe opportunityto play for CynthiaGoodloePalm
er, PastorJohnWoodardandthe RembertWashingtoriMlemorial Choir, and wasthe musicaldirector for the
soloprojectof CynthiaAllen, titled i O n Beljeved Steverconsidershimselfblessedo beableto play onthe
platform with and for variousartist at the CantonGospelMusic AssociationAnnual Awardsand eventsand
servicesn the Cantoncommunity Stevernis justglad to beableto serve

Stevenis married to the beautiful, Mrs. Tina Harper and the father of the Clark Sisters,Tianna Faith,
Talia Graceand Tiara Joy. Heis thesonof i t v @ i Barlara Harper and the BishopRexHouston He
currently servesat the New Hope Baptist Churchin JacksonMS underthe leadershipof Dr. Jerry Young,
PastorandPresidentof the National BaptistConventionUSA  Inc.
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CGMA MUSICIAN AWARD HONOREE

~ Pat Kessee~

g PatKesseavasborn andraisedin Dallas, Texas For aslong as he canremember,
“ he has alwaysbeeninvolvedin church musicministry. His exposurebeganas a child
from what he learned through his mo t h serving as the Director of Christian
% Educationandfrom her beingoneof threemusicdirectorsfor over 30 yearsat the First

¢ BaptistChurchof Hamilton Park in Dallas (TX). He is alsothe sonof a pastor,the Rev

% Dr. LeeKesseegf LosAngeleqCA).

2 Upon arriving in Mississippiin 1988 Pat beganhis collegiate studiesunder the

#| tutelage of world-renownedteacher, scholar, musician, and composer,Dr. Robert
Morris, at THEE JacksonStateUniversity. In his third year of study,he transferredto

TougalooCollegeand completechisb a ¢ h edegreewitls emphases Piano, Music Theory,and VVoiceunder

thetraining of esteemedonductor, director, teacherandmusician,Larry RobinsonHarlemB o yChadir).

Over his musical career, he has provided accompanimenfor many recording artists, including Shirley
Murdock, Eartha Kitt, The Winans,Maurette Brown Clark, TremaineHawkins,and Derrick Brinkleyé this list
goeson, and on. An avid practitioner and musicenthusiasthe is featuredas a soloistfor i S ahgWo r drond
the GospelMusic Workshopof Americaii L i iv At | anmedordidg He hashad the privilege of recording with
gospellegendssuchas Jame<Cleveland Daryl Coley,RobertFryson(knownfor the gospelballad i G ol ds Kurt
Carr, Lillian Lilly, Rodenareston.andhis goodfriend, MargaretDoroux

He currently servesas the Minister of Worship at Cade Chapelin Jackson,MS.. Over his manyyearsin
ministry, he hasservedas Minister of Music at AndersonSouth(JacksonMS), St Paul CME (Canton,MS), and
Ark of Safety(Canton,MS), hewasalsothe LeadMusicianandBandLeaderat AndersolJMC (JacksonMS)

Pat is happily married to Marquise Loving Kesseeand he is a proud and loving father and Grandpato 6
daughtersandonegrandson Patis a faithful anddedicatednusicianof over42 years
P a tfavarite scripture is Romans8:28, he wholeheartedlybelievesthat ALL things work togetherfor good for
thosewhoare calledaccordingto G o dpurpose

CGMA MUSICIAN AWARD HONOREE

~ GregRichards ~

= GregRichardswasborn on February15, 1975to Mr. Emealand Mrs. AnnieRichards
He attendedthe Canton Public School District Schools He has beenmarried to Mary
. Richardsfor 26 yearsandtheyhavetwo children, Tylerand Kathryn
g4 Greghasbeenplaying basssincethe tenderage of 5 and has beenholding the founda
on of the groovedowneverysince He beganplaying piano at the ageof 17, but of course
laying bassis his first love He hasplayedfor variouschurchesn the Tri-Countyarea He
as had the honor to travel with many,suchas LeonardWilliams, Vergia Dishmon,and
DwayneWatkinsand the Original Canton Spiritualsto namea few. He was a part of the
22 foundingmusiciansof the RembertWashingtonMemorial Chorale, The Madison County
Male Choir, and recording musiciansfor Velma JacksonHigh School Choir under the
directionof Ms. DaisyEllis.

RecentlyGreg playedfor the MS BaptistConventionAdult Choir in July. He wasa part of the bandwho previously
wonfi B a aftheY e apresentedy the CantonGospelMusic Association He washonoredto accompanyProphetess
JuanitaBynumandProphetes¥vonneCapehart

In his career, he has accompaniedhe following artists/organizations PleasantGreen Church of Christ Holiness
USA, CynthiaGoodloePalmer,CantonGospelMusic AssociationLamar Campbell,BishopRanceAllen, Evangelist
BeverlyCrawford, Paul Porter, The Late Paul and Jan Crouchof TBN, MauretteBrown Clark, Darius Brooks,Kathy
Taylor, Lannie SpannMcBride, Lillian Waldo Lilly, Harvey Watkins,Jr., The Late Harvey Watkins,Sr., The Canton
SouthernairesThe Canton GospelSoul Children, Debra Robinson,Rev Marvin Sapp,MommaMosie Burks, Evelyn
Turrentine Agee, The Sister TheaBowmanMemorial Choir, Ashford Sanders Cynthia Allen, SteveHarper and the
Praise Ministry, Minister Vorneal Lipsey,MommalLilly Crossand The CantonGospelChorus,Rev Clyde Tate, Rev
EugeneRivers,Gloria i G G Gollier Warren, The AnointedBrothersin Christ, EvangelistMargelet Clemons,Terrell
Brinson& Grateful,Gerald ThompsonkEvangelisDorothyNorwood,andothers

His first tour waswith Genevalonesn eighthgrade He is currentlya membeiof NewMt. Calvary ChristianCenter
in JacksonMS,whereApostleJohnWilliamsservesas SeniorPastor.
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~ Tony Richards ~

CGMA MUSICIAN AWAg{D HONOREE

¥ EricA T o nRycldardswasbornon May 27, 1976to Mr. Emealandthelate Mrs.
~ Annie Richards He attendedthe Canton Public SchoolDistrict Schools He has
beenmarriedto Laletricefi G e Ridhardsfor 25 yearsandhavetwo children, Lyric
& & Eric. Eric hasbeenplayingdrumssincethetenderageof 4 andhasbeenii i tine
® p 0 c k evergsince He hasplayedfor variouschurchesn the Tri-Countyarea He
hashadthe honorto travel with manysuchas LeonardWilliams, Vergia Dishmon,
DwayneWatkinsand the Original CantonSpirituals He wasa part of the founding
: B — musicianof theRembertWashingtorMemorial Chorale, TheMadisonCountyMale
Choir & recordingmusiciansfor VelmaJacksonHigh SchoolChoir underthe direction of Ms. Daisy Ellis.
He wasa part of the bandwho previouslywon i B a oftheY e a presentedy the CantonGospelMusic
Association He was honoredto play at the Sisterkeeper'sConferencan Birmingham,Alabamawherehe
accompaniedProphetesgduanitaBynumandProphetesy vonneCapehart _

In his career,he hasaccompaniedhe following artists/organizationsPleasantGreenChurchof Christ
HolinessUSA,CynthiaGoodloePalmer,CantonGospelMusic AssociationL.amar Campbell,BishopRance
Allen, Tramaine Hawkins, EvangelistBeverly Crawford, Paul Porter, The Late Paul and Jan Crouch of
TBN, Maurette Brown Clark,,Darius Brooks, Kathy Taylor, Lannie SpannMcBride, Lillian Waldo Lilly,
Harvey Watkins,Jr., The Late Harvey Watkins,Sr., The Canton SouthernairesThe Canton GospelSoul
Children, Debra Robinson,Willis Pittman and the Burden Lifters, The Violinaires, Rev Marvin Sapp,
MommaMosie Burks, EvelynTurrentineAgee, The SisterTheaBowmanMemorial Choir, AshfordSanders,
CynthiaAllen, SteveHarper and the Praise Ministry, Minister VornealLipsey,MommalLilly Crossand The
Canton Gospel Chorus, Rev Clyde Tate, Rev EugeneRivers, The Anointed Brothersin Christ, Terrell
Brinson & Grateful, EvangelistDorothy Norwood,Gerald Thompsorand many,manymore His first tour
waswith Genevalonesn eighthgrade

CGMA MUSICIAN AWARD HONOREE

~ Louis Wright ~

Louis is a product of the JacksonPublic SchoolDistrict where he graduated
from Provine High 5School He then went on to attend THEE JacksonState
g University finishing with a Bachelors of BusinessAdministration degree in
Marketing He is the proud father of 2 beautiful princessdaughters Danielle (28)
andJaidynNia (15).
=5 Louisfirst discoverechis love for gospelmusicwhile attendinghis greatgrand
f at rcleurclyRavis TempleCOGIC. He beganplayingseriouslyat the ageof 15.
H e (layedfor CollegeHill MB Church,BlacksChapelMB Church,GreaterTreeof Life MB Church,New
Lake COCHUSANewDimensiondMinistries, Murray ChapelCOGIC (Decatur,MS), StrongerHope Baptist
Church,AndersonUMC, Ark of SafetyMinistries (Canton,MS), CrossroadsviB Churchand Liberal Trinity
COGIC beforerelocatingto TX wherehe now playsfor The Church Without Walls under the pastorshipof
RalphDouglasWest
Louis also had the distinct privilege of playing for severalnational artists including EvangelistBeatrice
Gardiner, Ashford Sanders,RhondaChambersDavis, Karen Clark Sheard,Bishop Marvin Sapp, Bishop
Rance Allen, Evangelist Beverly Crawford, Maurette Brown Clark, Rhonda McLemore (wife of Shawn
McLemore)andEarnestPugh
He lives his imperfectlife on the scripture found at Romans8:28, And we know that all things work
togetherfor goodto themwholove God,to themwhoare the calledaccordingto His purpose
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~ SPECIAL GUEST ~

Congressman Bennie G. Thompson

t CongressmanBennie G. Thompson is an electedmemberof the United StatesHouseof Represent
o ativesfrom Mi s s i s8¢ iICangrésgiomaDistrict. CongressmarThompsorclaimed his seatin the
Houseon April 20, 1993 He is a native of Bolton, Mississippi,and considersit an honor to walk the
path Mississippi civil rights icons paved decadesaga CongressmanThompsonunderstandsthe
challengesmany families in Mississippi face each and every day. Serving his 15th term in the
United StatesHouseof Representativegongressmailhompsorhas spenthis entire careerfighting to
- improvethelivesof all people He is thelongestservingAfrican Americanelectedofficial in the Stateof
Mississippiandthelone Democratin the MississippiCongressionaDelegation

He beganhis grassrootspolitical activismbeinga civil rights championthrough the StudentNonviolentCoordinating
Committee (SNCC) while a student at Tougaloo College He organized voter registration drives for African
Americansthroughout the Mississippi Delta on behalf of the organization before graduating and following in the
footstepsof his mother by becominga schoolteacher CongressmarBennie G. Thompsonearneda Bachelor of Arts
degreefrom TougalooCollegein Political Scienceand a Master of Sciencedegreein Educational Administrationfrom
JacksonStateUniversity. From 1969to 1972 Thompsorservedas aldermanin his hometownpeforeservingasthec i t
mayor from 1973 to 1980 Thompsonwas a founding memberof the MississippiAssociationof Black Mayors and was
electedasa Hinds Countysupervisorfrom 1980until 1993

Most recently, CongressmarThompsornreceivedthe Ch a i r rhwand@wsring the 2023 NAACP Image Award The
honorrecognizesThompson'sadvocacyfor civil rights. CongressmaMhompsorns a membernf KappaAlpha Psi fraternity
(GammaRhoi TougalooCollege)and a lifetime memberf the AsburyUnited MethodistChurchin Bolton, Mississippi He
hasbeenmarriedto his collegesweetheartl. ondonJohnsornof MoundBayou,Mississippifor 54 years Thecouplehasone
daughter,one granddaughterand one grandson Thompsoris an avid outdoorsmarand enjoysgardening,reading, and
listeningto theblues

~ CO-HOST ~

Harry Watson

Harry L. Watsonis a Professorof Music at Hinds CommunityCollege,Utica Campus Mr. Watson
is a native of Learned,Mississippiand currently residesin Madison He completedhis undergraduate
studiesat Utica Junior Collegewherehe participatedin the collegeconcertchoir underthe leadership
of Dr. Bobby G. Cooper He then transferredto TougalooCollege, where he receivedthe Bachelor

- ) of Artsin Vocal Music PerformanceAt Tougaloo,Mr. Watson participatedin the ConcertChoir under
thedirectionof Dr. Ariel LovelaceHe alsoorganizedhis ownchoral groupcalled TheMajestics This
group receivedmanyaccoladeghroughoutthe state,and becauseof their musicaltalent, theywere askedto sing at the
Celebrationof Life serviceggivenfor FannieLou Hamer Mr. Watsonreceivedhis Masterof Arts in Music Educationfrom
JacksonStateUniversity. Mr. Watsonbeganhis teachingcareeras a seniormusicmajor, teachingmusicpart-time in the
privateschoolsectorwith the CatholicSchoolsSystenin Jacksorand Canton Mississippi

While teachingat Holy Child JesusCatholic School,Mr. Watsonfoundedthe TheaBowman MemorialC h i | dCheirn j§
namedafter Sr. TheaBowman,a renownedCatholic Nunfrom Canton Thechoir hasdoneseveralrecordingsand toured
the North and Easternstates Mr. Watsonjoined the Canton Public SchoolsDistrict as a General Music Teacherand
Choral Director. During his tenurethere, he createda musicalalliance with NewY o r Ka&negieHall, the Mississippi
SymphonyOrchestraand all the 4th and 5th gradersof CantonPublic Schools This programincludeda musicalcurricu-
lum for elementarystudentswhich includedinstruments, along with an annual participatory concertwith the orchestra
Mr. Watsonalso servedas the Choral Director for CantonHigh School In addition to his musical responsibilities,Mr.
WatsoralsoservedasAssistanStateTestCoordinatorfor the Canton Public SchoolDistrict.

Currently, Mr. Watsonis servingas the Director of Choral Programs He is also a 5-Star Advisorfor the Alpha Beta Xi
Chapter of Phi ThetaKappa Honor Society Mr. Watsonservesas Minister of Music for his membershipchurch, New
HeightsSeventiDay AdventistChurchof Jackson MS, PriestleyChapelBaptistChurchand the PleasantGreenChurch of
Christ HolinessUSA, both of Canton MS. Servingas the Director of Choral Programsfor Hinds CommunityCollege,Mr.
Wa t s wigiod fer the future is to continuethe rich Legacycreatedby the legendaryDr. Cooper Thisvision includesa
continuanceof the revivedJubileeSingers,and ConcertChoir as they performthroughoutthe countryand abroad Also to
create new musical opportunitiesand experiencedo help studentsdevelopinto productive and respectablecitizensin

t o d aociétys
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~ MUSICAL GUESTS~

Minister Gloria y ( ( Warren is a native of Canton,MS Shewasborn on Septembes,
1991 to Pastor Simonand Co-Pastor Cheryl Collier (Living Water Ministry). As a young
child, shehad a natural gift of writing, singing,and arranging songs Shealwaysdreamedof
onedayrecordingherownmusic

Gloria attendedthe CantonPublic Schoolsystenmfrom grade schoolall the way to gradua

tion. Thebirth of her musiccareerbeganat CantonPublic High Schoolwhenshebecamea

memberof the Drama Club - underthe supervisionof Mrs. Mary Wells Shewasrecognized
for her singing ability and shortly thereafterbecamepart of the castfor acting and singing
rolls in CantonHigh S ¢ h o playsdShealso sangfor special programsduring the school
year.

Gloria graduatedfrom Canton Public High Schoolin the Spring of 2009 with Honors and was awardeda $500
i R e mMWaghihgtorMusicS ¢ h o | afrore the CandonGospelMusic Associatiorwhichwasa full circle moment
of honor for Gloria becauseMrs. RembertWashingtonwas her late maternal GreatGrandmother Shortly after
graduation,in the Fall of 2009 Gloria studiedSociologyat JacksonStateUniversity. During that time, shehad begun
recording music for her debutalbum entitled, i My i fwhidh was producedby Mr. Gerald Nichols of Calvary
RecordsIn betweerclassesGloria would drive to the studiowhich waslocatedonly 10 minutesfrom J S Udamapus
to recordhervocalsessions

Theveryfirst songGloria recordedin the studiowasfi H eid Real0 a songinspiredby Gloria to be a pathwayfor her
generationto understandhe importanceof salvationand to havea glimpseof eternitywithoutJesusfi Hei$ R e a |
wasreleasedn the Summeinf 2009 and was playedon WMGO 1370AM locatedherein the City of Lights, Canton,
MSandon 95.5 HallelujahFM HomegrowrSundayprogramto highlight JacksonM S @osal recordingartists

In the Summerof 201Q Gloria releasedher debutalbumwith A My i faedd S h i nbeimgbed additional singles
that also receiveda lot of air-play through WMGO and 95.5 Hallelujah FM. In 2011, Gloria switchedmajors and
beganstudyingCosmetologyat Magnolia College of Cosmetologywhere shereceivedher Cosmetologycredentials
andbecamea licensedCosmetologisin the Stateof OH.

In Februaryof 2012 Gloria marriedthe love of her life, Elder BrysonWarren Theyhavebeenmarried for 11 years
Theyare the proud parentsof four children,threeboys (Amari, Malachi, Nathan),and onedaughterEva Theyreside
in the city of SanduskyQH. Gloria is alsoan Elder at GraceUnitedChurchin Port Clinton, OH.

In 202Q Gloria becamecertified as a Christian RelationshipCoachand shortly thereafter,shefoundedand launched
a Ministry knownas The EloquentWife®, an online ministry that has crossedbarriers in over 50+ countries The
missionGod has given Gloria is to servewivesand womenalike to help themfind the beautywithin their marriage
againby overcomingmnanyof theissuesandpitfalls that candestroymarriages

Beingmusicalat the core, Glgria hasbeenable to incorporatemusicinto The EloguentWife® and hasreleased?
singlesentitied,n N e \EwerGiveU p andi S w eMe A w a gngouragingnarried

couplego fight for andto keeptheir sacredunionstrongthroughlovesongsnspired
by Scripturesn theWord of God.

Gloria is excitedto berecordingnewmusicin thenearfuture.
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~ MUSICAL GUESTS

Evangelist Marva Smith - Born in the Nations Capital of Washington,D.C. and
raisedin the southerncharmof Mississippi,EvangelistMarva hasalwaysbeenhumble
yet passionateaboutwhat shedoesand also patientas shewaitedon the Lord to show
her the assignmenhe hadfor her life. Theresultwasi G oiglKeepingM e avith the
MississippiMassChoir. As primary lead singerand songwriter for her family quartet
group The Expression®f Faith, shecontinuesto travel the world singingthe praises
Of our Mighty God Armedwith a Prayer Warriors spirit aswell asan ontimeword in
her soul, sheservesn the office of Minister at the Light of the World BaptistChurch,
undertheleadershipof PastorDr. LenellMcGee,Jr. Althoughhavinga busyschedule
which includesbeing a daughter,sister, mother,and a new grandmotheras well as
evangelizingworking and beingtotally active in her homechurch, shestill takesthe time to listen to the
voice of the Lord which hasonly strengthenedher resolveto be openand availablefor whateverHe hasin
storefor her. Shetruly believegshat if you are faithful to God overa fewthings,He will definitelymakeyou
ruler overmany!

The Canton Southernaires

Current members are:
Mr. PercyBennettMrs. ErmaJ. Cole, Mr. NathanielCole, Mr. DeweyHenry
Mr. JohnHenry,Mr. DexterOlive, Mr. DexterJohnson
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~PAST MUSICAL GUESTS~
- 2004t 2022 ‘

2004 Mosie Burks,CantonSouthernairesGregPatterson,HarryWatson,CynthiaAllen, Ashford Sanders,
PriestlyChapelAdult Choir,CantonGospelChorus CantonPraiseDancers CGMAMassChoir

2005 DariusBrooks,SherryTate,RembertWashingtonMemorial Choir,Rev.ClydeTate, YoungMen of
Faith,MakariosAnointed PraiseDancersMadison CountyMale Choir,TheWatsonFamily&
Friends,CGMAMassChoir

2006 EvelynTurrentine Agee,TheBrothersin Christ,Daughtersof Miriam PraiseDancers,
Claudgeandoberts,CantonUnited Male Chorus

2007 DavidCurry& TheCurryFamily,New JerusalenCOGI@hoir,Mt. ZionJohnson/JubileeChoir,
NolaJoeStarlingRatliff, Kermit Johnson Anointed PraiseDancers Anointed Brothersin Christ

2008 PaulPorter, TheSensationaVoicesof EffectualPraise UNITY Ark Angels,DavidCurry& Friends,
Hattie Peyton, CGMAMassChoir

2009 JerrySmith& TheChildrenof Israel,Chandrawise,DeloresBrown, RashadHughes EarlTyler,
GloriaCollier, EarlTyler, LeeChapelMale Chorus PilgrimRestMime Ministry, SharonChapel
AMEZionInspirational Choir,Chandrawiseand New JerusaleniMassChoir

2010 Maurette Brown Clark,StanJones EdHightower, Anointed Voicelessraisers,Jemarcudarker,
15! StokesChapelMale Chorus,PastorLelarBrooks

2011 EvangelisBeverlyCrawford,LeeChapel K A f FCNdS YelniaJacksorHighSchoolChoir,
TheAngelsof Destiny, TheCantonGospelMusic AssociationMassChoir

2012 BishopRanceAllen, PaulPorter, TheBobTones,TheSonsof Judah,Genesis
2013 TramaineHawkins,PaulPorter, TheJacksorFamily,KellyOlive, GregoryWilliams
2014 TheMississippiMassChoir,TheSonsof JudahMime Ministry

2015 LamarCampbell, TheExpressionsf Faith, CGMAMassChoir,NissanGospelChoir

2016 DougWilliams,MakariosWorshipCenterPraiseTeam,ChandlerGreenwood,G.I.LF.T.S6 D2 RQ &
InspiredFaithful TrueServants)

2017 DathanThigpen,TheBrothersin Christ,CantonCommunityFellowshipChoir,Rev.ClydeTate,
RembertWashingtonMemaorial Chorale

2018 LannieSpannMcBride,DavidCurry& TheGreater FourWashington,WeldonBoddie,Jackson
Chapterof the GospelMusic Workshopof AmericaMassChoir, TheOtto Sisters EddHightower

2019 EvangelisBeverlyCrawford,SheridaBanks,ShelbyGreer,JustinJacksonPhionaMcDonald,
TylerRichardsGabriellaSteele WendalynTowner

2020 AshfordSandersGloriad D D\Marren (VIRTUAL
2021 Minister ChrisLewis,(VIRTUAL)

2022 DaisyEllis& TheGBSingersPoxamuzigJessicd&osten,Dr. JessieX YuricPrimer, ElizabethBrister
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~ PAST HONOREES -~
2004t 2022
—
2004 MommaLilly CrossBro.JohnWoodard, Sr.,ProfessorSamueMhisenton
2005 ChristineLee,RandolphwWatson,JamesHarris

2006 CalvinApril, TheCantonSouthernaires,Theod t ‘ArBbmpson,HoraceRobinson

2007 TheNorthsideCommunityChoir,TheMadisonCountyBaptistAssociationY outh Choir,ClimertineMorgan,
TheHoly ChildJesusSingers,

2008 SongWriters:CynthiaAllen, Alvin April, Othad WI- & 8rdvwiRi&émma Lilly CrossMargelit Fields, Dewey
Henry,Sr., TonyDavis,Rev.CloraHandy, JamedHarris,DesireeHart, BJHunter, Rev.Kermit JohnsonRenee
JohnsonKellyJonesRev.VornealLipsey Sr., Clauded . dzo Nidhdals,Sr.,CynthiaGoodloePalmer,Greg
RichardsRev.EugeneRivers,Claudgeandoberts AshfordSanders, Theod t ATBoénpson,EarlTyler, Dwayne
Watkins,HarveyWatkins,Jr.,HarveyWatkins,Sr.,HarryWatson,Randolphwatson,PastorJohnWoodard, Jr.

2009 Pastand PresenMusicians:RandyAbron, Minister JonathanAnderson, BerthaArchie,VedaArchie,Regina
Blackmon MarcusBrooks,JimmieBrown, AngieGowdyClay,ErmaCole,HenryDoyle,EdwardDunnigan,
DaisyEllis,Delores Goodloe ,RooseveliGreenwood ElaineHarden,JamedHarris,SarahHughesKennedy,
Rev.DavidJacksonBarbaralones Essielones,JJohnJones ChristineLee,JamaalLuckett,JoeyMcCoy Keith
McMillian, ClimentineLewisMorgan, DorisMyers, ClaudeNichols,GeraldNichols,Quentin RansburgGreg
RichardsTonyRichardsRev.EugeneRivers Mable RossHoraceRobinsonh y R @it DorisNicholsSmith,
DwayneWatkins,ElsieWatkins,HarryWatson,RandolphWatson,ReginaldWhite, GregWilliams, PastorJohn
Woodard,Jr.,FlonzieGoodloeWright

2010 Pastorsvho havebeenpastoring30yearsor more: Rev.EddieBrown, Rev.Willie Brown, Rev.FloydChambers,
ElderWillie ClemonsElderJamed-leming,Rev.CarlFleming,Rev.CalvinGarner,Rev.J.C Hicks ElderRoosevelt
Greenwood,Sr.,Rev.W.LJohnsonSr.,Rev.BennieLuckett,Rev.BenjaminSmall,Rev.J.C Smith,Rev.Marcus
Stewart,Rev.Willie Travis,Rev.J.P Walker,Rev.IsaiahAllen

2011 HighSchooChoirDirectors:ElaineJohnsonCantorHigh),GretaBasq CantonAcademy)Max Lyall(Madison

Central) Shannonwatt (MadisonRidgeland)lisaClark(RidgelandHigh),LibbyWalden (St.Andrews)Lisal.ee
(St.Joseph)DebbieLewis(TriCountyAcademy)NancyBateman(TheVeritasSchool)PaisyEllis(Velmalackson)
TheSongbird®f the South (BennieAllen, Jr., Rev.Dr.W. L.Johnson Sr.,Rev.VornealLipsey Sr.,Minister
VornealLipsey,]r.,LeeFondJohnson,Sr.,LeeFIo\%/dJohnson,Jr.,Rev.BiIIyJoeSmith,JohnnyJohnsonRev.

KermitJohnsonJohnJones Jr.,HarveyWatkins, Jr.,PatrickChambersMichaelRoper,Elton Anderson

2012 ElsieM. ConwayWatkins, YoungAdultMusicians:Khiry Bell, FernandeAarris,JustinJacksonJentyriaJackson,
Calvindohnson]ll, LeandrewJohnsonDylanRivers

2013 ErmaCole,Billy JoeWells,BerthaArchie
2014 HarryWatson,VedaArchie,PastorJohnWoodard, Jr.
2015 DaisyEllis,JamesHarris,Mable Ross SisterTheaBowman

2016 Rev.DavidJacksonRoderickNash,GregRichardsTonyRichards

2017 TheBrothersin Christ,CantonCommunity FellowshigChoir,RembertWashingtonMemorial Chorale,
Rev.ClydeTate

2018 WeldonBoddie,EdHightower, Myrtle and BernadetteOtto

2019 CantonGospelMusicAssociationMembers

2020 HumbleJerusalenBanctuaryChoir, CHOSENg S 2 tyD'é@thanBurenRobinsonKennethd w SAnderson,
Mary GroveMB ChurchMale Chorus JeremyMiddleton, YoungBrothersin ChristMime Ministry, Mt. Zion

Band,ZionChapelAMEZionBuds& Youth Choir,Rev.Michaelh Q. NIBrSaonzoWilliams, Dr. Roosevelt
Greenwood

2021 HarveyWatkins, Jr.,Merlin Lucious and DwayneWatkins of TheCantonSpirituals
2022 EvelynJonesGeraldNichols,Rev.Jessi€Primer, Jr.
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God Blessed Us with
the Gift of Music
to Share with the World.

CONGRATULATIONS
Canton Gospel Music

Association
and tonight's honorees.

| will Continue to EncourageStudent Musicians
Through Your Scholarships.

Doris Lucille Nichols Smith
Retired/lusiclTeacher

Rogers Elementary School
Cantor1S

DuSable High School
Chicago Public Schools
Chicagd,
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The men and women of the UAW proudly
support the Canton Gospel Music Association’s
Annual Scholarship Awards & Gospel Celebration.

Let’s continue together in the fight for

EQUALITY FOR ALL

Tim Smith George Palmer

Director Assistant Director
UAW Region 8 UAW Region 8

UAW.org [f] % uawregions.org
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ThankYou,
ThankYou,

/| / ThankYou!
i J\ TOIC}JEI

\_ Cynthia
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CANTON GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION

aduring your

20TH ANNUAL CANTON GOSPEL MUSIC
CELEBRATION AND SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

From

CONGRESSMAN BENNIE G. THOMPSON
MISSISSIPPI SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

P.O. Box 100
Bolton, MS 39041
Phone: (601) 866 -9100

Fax: (601) 866 -4200
E-Mail Address: bennie thompson@bellsouth.net

Website:  www.benniethompson.com

Paid for by Friends of BennieThompson
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Hamily
Memorial

Congratulations to the
Canton GospelMusic Association &
Toall of the Honorees & Scholarship Recipients

FamilyMemoriaFuneraServices

RevMicheleGoodloePresidenfuneraDirector
Mr.MichaelGreenFuneraDirectorin Charge

(6018591507

(800)B980865

(601)B591506Fax @

(601)8598397Home JD—
FAMILY MEMORIAL

326WestNorthStreet
CantonMS 39046 FUN: ERAL %VICES

A O &amilyServingYourF a mi | y o
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Silver Sponsor

Commitment to community is one of our core values.
BankPlus is committed to building strong communities
throughout Mississippi by improving quality of life and
making a positive difference where we live and work.

BankPus

BankPlus.net
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.
CongratulaGyngia.

Music;
The Universal Language!

| am so proud of you for your dedication
to the Canton Gospel Music Association
for 19 years .

WitiMuch ove,

Brother Edward Jr. (deceased),
Mom Flonzie and Brother Darrell!

Mom — e —
Dr. Flonzie Brown o >
Wright

FBW &Associates In allthywaysacknowledbienand
JacksohS heshalt%‘rgcthypathsProvert&G
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CongratulationsgCynthial

Onasuccessful

ScholarshipAwards
&

GospeMusicCelebration

KeepUpTheGreatWork!

Wayne & Dava
McKnight

WE LOVE YOU CYNTHIA!
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The Ark of Safety Ministry

305RicksDr.
Canton,MS 39046
(601)859-7180

o AhuchRidloesFldGo d 6

Pastor John & First Lady LaJesca Woodard

The Ark of Safely
salutes
CGMA on the Annual
Scholarship Awards
&
Gospel Music Celebration.

Sunday School -9:00am
Sunday Worship Service -10:30am,
First Sundays  9:00am
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Cynthia wasborn in Los Angeles,California and is the daughterof Flonzie Brown GoodloeWright and the late
Edward Goodloe,Sr. Shewasraisedin Canton, MS and attendedHoly Child JesusSchooland Canton High
Schoolfor 1 year. After her family relocatedto Jackson,sheattendedBrinkley Jr. High Schooland Callaway
High School, where she excelledin all areas Cynthia waschosenasfi Mi Gaflaway High S ¢ h o thé fitst
blackfemalefi St u BoelyPtr e s i ahétarmiendberof the Hall of Fameand waslistedin i Wh oWwhe among
High SchoolSt u d eambrg any other honors. She attendedTougaloo College and majoredin Business
Communications

Music has beena passionof Cy n t Hronaavery early age Sheis a memberof The Voicesof Faith, Choir,
Inc., former memberof the Johnson Jubilee Singers, a founding memberof both the Northside Community
Choir and the Canton Community Fellowship Choir (The Ship) and the New Heights Sanctuary Choir.
Throughout her career, Cynthia has receivedwide acclaim while participating in various local, state,national
and international events Cynthia hastoured in 35 of the 50 United Statesand in such placesas Anchorageé&
Fairbanks Alaska, Toronto and Canada,Bermuda, Trinidad & TobagoWestIndies, London, England, Germany,
France, San Palo and Brazil and AmsterdamHolland. In 1997& 2002 Cynthiatraveledto CapeTown, Umtata,
JohannesburgPretoriaand SOUTH AFRICA, conductingworkshopsand singingfor over10,000persons

Cynthia toured in London, England, where she performedat the famous Royal Albert Hall and at the Lincoln
Centerin New York along side Grammy award winner, Kirk Whalum. In 2003 Cynthia was featured on the

i B o blbngsGospelShow"on The Word Network as one of 25 new artists Sheis a 3-time awardwinner at the
MississippiGospelMusic Awards as a 2003and 2004 winner of the "Album of the Year by a Local Artist" and

fi S o of the Yearbya Local Artist" in 2003for her CD, i J uEndugh Faith To T r yarmdin 2004for i A | bofi m
theY e a il Bl ¢ a ks th@Placeto Be.0 Shewashonoredby the Womanto WomanMagazinefor her work with
Veteransof the MississippiCivil Rights Movementand once again by the MississippiGospelMusic Awardsin
2019honoring Womenlin Gospel

Cynthia has patrticipatedon concertsfeaturing such artists as Mary Mary, Byron Cage,Pastor Shirley Caesar,
Richard Smallwood,Bishop Paul Morton, Bishop RanceAllen, Bishop Marvin Sapp,The Canton Spirituals, Lee
Williams & The Spiritual Q C 6asd The Williams Brothers,justto namea few.

She has recordedand Self Produced5 C D & iacjuding fi J uBEnough Faith To Tr yfMA n o i Psalmesdf
PraiASodfulChr i s tirmlaesdsdhePlaceToB e andfi T hBestof Cynthia GoodloePalmer.o She
also producedthe highly successfulCD entitled i G 0 s RraasesVolume | dor MESSAGE MAGAZINE, the
oldestblack religious magazinein the country. In 2005 she servedas Executive Producerfor i T hGospelat
Co | o mpempresentedythe MississippiOpera,wheretheyhada selloutcrowd
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Minister JearleanJoneswasbornin CookCounty,lllinois to Pearl Lee Baconandto the late LeeErvin
Bacon Sr., and wasraisedin Sharon,MS, whereshecurrently resides At the ageof 4 her mother Pearl
noticed the joy and excitementwhen Jearlean listened to gospel music and how she expressed
herself by singing and clapping her hands This promptedher motherto make her first choir robe and
placeherin The Christ EverlastingChurch C h i | dCheirmnéChicago,IL. Her motherPearl decided
to movebackto Sharon,MS.

Jearleanis a 1991 graduateof the VelmaJacksonHigh Schoolin CamdenMS. and a 2011 graduateof
Virginia Collegein Jackson,MS, whereshereceivedan A s s o c degreem dlsalthcare Reimburse

ment

At the ageof 15, J e a r | cowsin, thelate EarnestineCollins, took her by the hand and taught her
how to direct the choir. God openedher earsto discernvocal partsin song By the ageof 18 shebecame
the choir director for PleasantGreenM.B. Church in SharonMS.

Sheis a memberof New SeasonChristian Fellowship Church in Canton, MS. Her heart burns with

love, passion,and adorationfor God Sherepresentslesuseverywhereshegoes,and sheis not ashamed
of the gospelof JesusChrist. Shealsoservedaithfully in manyareasof the ministry, alwaysstriving for

excellenceo help build G o d kingdom Godhasanointedher to sing, preachandto serve S h eafways
willing to help others when called upon. She also servesas a volunteer with the Better Tomorrow
Foundation.

Jearleanis the wife of Edward Jones,mother of Alexis (Clemon)Banks and JeremyJones Sheis the

grandmotherof Clemon Lee Banks, Jr. She joined the Canton GospelMusic Associationin 2005 and
hasservedaithfully . Jearleancurrently servesasthe Vice President

Her favoritetextis i Will blessthe Lord at all times;his praiseshall continually bein my mouth.
Psalms34:1.
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Erma Jean Olive Coled | will blessthe Lord at all time, and his praise shall continually be in my
mouth. Erma is the daughterof late Rev. Jamesé& Lillie M. Olive, born and raisedin Camden,MS.
Brothers and sisters Robert Sutherland (deceased)David Lee Randall (deceased)Andy, Roger
(deceased)JamesJr., DexterOlive, Mary Johnson,Verdell Turner and Diane Olive Johnson Ermaiis
married to Nathaniel Cole, and they have two children: Kimberly and Christopher Cole, grandchil-
dren, AllysonJ. and Tanner Coleand AshantiNichols.

Erma singing careerbeginwhenasa child underher f a t hleadetslsip,they werethe Olive Family

Church Singers In 1979 shetook musiclessonsand beginto play the piano under Mrs. Ann Nichols
in Canton, MS. She has servedas a musician at Zion ChapelA. M. E. Zion Church, St John M. B.
Church, Mt. Pilgrim M. B. Church, Middleton GroveA.M.E. Zion Church, St Luke M. B. Church and
is currently the musician of Mt. Olive M. B. Church and St Paul M. B Church on StumpbridgeRoad
Shethanks God for her mother and father for their neverending love They always demandedthat
their children put Godfirst andto lovethe Lord with all their heart, mind, and soul.

Erma thanks God for a specialsoul mate,her Husband, Mr. Nathaniel Cole,w h o liesnby her side
and hassupportedher through the yearsand evennow.

Erma is a graduate of Velma JacksonHigh Schoolfi C| @&fs19820 Erma is employedwith the
CantonPublic SchoolDistrict.

Erma is a memberof the Canton Southernairsof Canton,MS., and enjoyssinging praisesto God Her
constantprayer is and favorite scripture is Psalms51:10; Createin me a Clean heart oh God and
renewa right spirit within me

Ermajoinedthe CantonGospelMusic Associationin 2004andis a founding member

A T knowlove,openyour heartto Jesus.
To showlove,openyouhearttoot her s . 0
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Patricia Wilson Parker is the wife of Mr. JamesL. Parker, Jr, and they have beenmarried for 46
yearsstrong!! Togetherthey havethree handsomesons,JamesRoderick, Jeffery and Jamarcus She
Is the proud grandmaof 13 and enjoysspendingtime with themall. Shehas 2 additionsto her family,
her greatgrand boys

In her local church, which is Lee ChapelAME Zion Church, Patricia servesasa choir member,Sun-
day School teacher, and the Quarterly Conferencesecretary On a district level, she servesas the
District Director of Life Memberson the JacksorrPanolaDistrict, under the leadershipof Pastorand
PresidingElder, Rev. Dr. MosesE. Thompson

One of her greatestaccomplishmentsvas receivinga B a ¢ h e DegneginsBusinessManagement
from BelhavenUniversity in 2012 where she graduatedwith high honors This goesto show,if you
are led by God, Patricia believesf shecan do it, you can do it too!! Shealwaysencouragesothersto
stayfocusedand keepGodfirst, goodthingswill cometo you.

Her mottofor life is NeverGive Up on your Dreams God nevergivesup on us. What brings Patricia
joy is meetingand greetingpeople,no matter what age Shelikes to make otherssmile as often as she
can. Patricia has beena memberof the Canton GospelMusic Associationsince its beginning and
sincerely hope this organization continues to enrich the lives of young people all over Madison
County.

Godblessyou all!!!
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Claude Nichols wasborn and raisedin Canton,MS to the late Claudefi B u b Niehols, Sr. and the late
Katie Levy Nichols. He graduatedfrom Canton High Schoolin 1977 and graduatedfrom Tougaloo
Collegein 1981, wherehe majoredin Vocal Music.

Claudeis a memberof the New Heights S. D. A. Church where Elder Ennis V. Johnson, Sr,, is the
SeniorPastor He servesasthe drummerfor the SanctuaryChoir, Pathfinder Staff Member,memberof
the AdventistCommunity Service Disaster Responseleam, memberof the Pathfinder Field Training
(PFT) and is the Media Ministry Director. Claudeis a founding memberof the Canton GospelMusic
Association

Claudeis a former memberof the Madison County Baptist AssociationYouth Choir, the Voices Of
Faith, Inc., the Canton Community Fellowship Choir (The Ship), and played drums for the Canton
GospelSoul Children and the TheaBowmanMemorial C h i | dCheirmHe salso playeddrumsfor the
Greater Mt. Levi Young Adult Choir and First Baptist Church in Kosciusko,MS. Claude worked for
Target in the ReverelLogistics and ReplenishmentSpecialistin the Logistics Department,where he
retired in 2019 Claude returned to Target in 2021 in the Dry Grocery and Reverselogistics
Department He lovesto campand hike everychancehe gets

Cl a u thwritestextis Psalm23:4, Yea, though| walk through the valley of the shadowof death,! will
fear no evil: for thou art with me thy rod and thy staff theycomfort me"
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LaJesca Woodard is thewife of PastorJohn M. Woodard,Jr. and the daughterof Mr. and Mrs.
Josephingram, Jr. andthelate Jessd.oving. LaJescaand PastorJohn havethreebeautiful children,
John Milton, Il (akaT r eAbigail Leatrice (aka Abbi) andJamesAndrew(Andy).

LaJescais a 2001 graduateof St JosephHigh Schoolin Madisonand a 2005 cum laude graduateof
Tougaloo College, where she receivedher Bachelor of Sciencedegreein chemistry LaJescawas
formerly employedwith Madison County School District for sevenyear. She servedas the 6" grade
math, 7" grade math and advancedpre-algebrateacherat NortheastMadison Middle Schoolfor five
yearsandtwo yearsasoneof the Algebral instructorsat RosaScottSchoolin Madison

Sheis now selfemployedasa realtor with Keller Williams Realtylocatedin Flowood, MS.
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Nathaniel Coleisthe sonof the late Mr. Elijah & ReeAlma Cole. He wasrearedwith five brothers
andfour sisters:Henry & Elijah, Jr. (deceased)arnest,George William, Velma(deceased)}:velyn,
Lou Ella and Patricia.

Nathanielis a 1970graduateof VelmaJacksonHigh Schooland attendedHolmesJr. College He is a
memberof Mt. Olive M. B. Church wherehe servesas a deacon,a memberof the Adult Choir and is
Presidentof the Male Chorus He hasbeena memberof the Canton Soul Stirrers, WashingtorrPierce
Community Choir and is an associatememberof the CypressGrove M. B. Church Male Chorus in
Pickens,MS. He has beena memberof the Canton Southernairsfor over 30 years He joined the
CantonGospelMusic Associationin 2006

Nat h a rheobbkidsdresgardening, fishing and hunting. He has worked for the IDI Corporation,
Utico, Madison County School District and Yatesa Nissan supplier. Nathaniel loves spendingtime
with his family andlovesto travel. His favorite scriptureis Psalms100

Nathaniel is married to Mrs. Erma Jean Olive-Cole They have two children: Kimberly Shina and
ChristopherColeand grandchildrenthe loveof their life, AllysonJ. and Tanner Cole
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Rev. James Sims, the tenth child of the late DeaconJ.B. and Juanita Sims,is married to the former
Jeraline Flowers Theyare the parentsof eight childreni Surena,JamesJr., Antoine, Jeremy,Theresa,
Maurice, Emmitt and Tamara He acceptedChrist as his personalSavior at the age of 14 and in 1976
acceptedhe calling of the Ministry andwasordainedin 1978 He is a memberof Mount Zion Cobbsuville

M.B. Church where he taught the Me n 6Ssinday School Class and organized the Youth
Choir. Jamesorganizedthe GreaterLove M e n Bligistry, working with them a year and a half to help
themunify andlearn moreaboutGod He recentlyfoundedGreaterTabernacleMinistriesin 2013

Jamesis a graduateof RogersHigh Schooland continuedhis educationat NationwideBusinessCollege,
CareerAcademyand BelhavenCollege He wasthe Chairman of the Madison County DemocraticParty
for 16 years,and after his tenure as chairman, he held the position of Treasurer. He retired from Delphi
PackardElectric after 30 yearsof service

Jameswasthe Youth Coordinator for the city of Canton and pastPresidentof True Blue BoosterClub
for CantonHigh School a communityorganizerwith UAW, Program Director for the 100 Black Men of
Canton, the Coordinator for the Pittsburg SteelersFan Club Canton Chapter As a memberof the
CantonGospelMusic Association heis the backstage’roducerand ScholarshipChairman.

Of Rev Sims many accomplishmentsand titles, his proudestis being a Child of God, a husband,a
father and a pastor. of the GreaterTabernacleMinistries for (9) nine years
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Pastor John Woodard, Jr. - Over the past 30 years,Pastor John Woodard Jr., affectionatelyknown as
i J o-b o h has pbeena Canton area musician dedicatedto serving God and His peoplethrough the
ministry of music. PastorJohn is the fourth of sevenchildren of John M. Woodard,Sr. i B r o tlohre
Wo o dandElect Lady Gloria L. Woodard, both deceased He was baptizedat the young age of 5 at
SabbathDay Pentecostalvherehefirst learnedaboutthe meaningof holiness

Soonatfter, in 1982 his mombeganpastoringthe UnitedB e | i elgaehingCenter,whereJohn actively
startedlearning about musicianship At the age of 8, and with the assistanceof his grandmotherwho
helpedhim keeptempo,John beganplaying drums. Overtime, he continued developinghis interestsfor
other instrumentsand eventuallyassumedhe role of Minister of Music at the Ark of SafetyMinistry, in
which capacityhe serveduntil Godpromotedhim into the pastorate

Pastor John has always known that his primary purposeand passionis to serve God, and under the
tutelageand encouragemenbf his parentsand grandparentshe also learnedhow to be of serviceto his
community In 1993 John wasinspired by the Holy Spirit to form a community choir namedafter his
grandmother,RembertWashingtonandin 2000theyreleasedan album entitledfi ICanSeeSoMu ¢ h 0

Evenwith his demandingrole as pastor,he has continuedto dedicatehis serviceand gifts to the Lord by
helping whomevere could, lift up the Nameof the Lord in song PastorJohn hascontinuedthe legacyof
his mother and grandmotherby servingas Pastorof the Ark of SafetyMinistry, Founder and Director of
the RembertWashington Memorial Chorale, and giving of his time to numerous churches of varying
denominations,groups,soloistsand choirs. In addition to the church he now pastors,he is very proud to
havehad the opportunity to serveas either a musician, clinician, or singerfor: St JamesM.B.C., Greater
St Matthew M.B.C, St Paul AMEZ Church, GreaterSImsAMEZ Church, Zion Chapel AMEZ, St Paul
M.B.C. Greater Faith Calvary PentecostalChurch. South Liberty M.B.C.. Mt. Able M.B.C.. Priestl
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Randy Abron wasborn in Canton, MS and attendedCanton Public Schoolswhere he graduated
from CantonHigh School He attendedAmerican Collegewherehe studiedas a Nursing Assistant
and attendedJacksonStateUniversitywherehe studiedComputerProgramming

Randy has always been interestedin music. Some of his favorite singers/musicianswho has
influenced Randy are David Curry, Lannie Spann McBride, John P. Kee, Paul Porter and most
notably EvangelistShirley Caesar In fact, when EvangelistCaesarcameto Cantonin 2003 Randy
was one of the soloist from the audiencethat cameon stageto sing i J e sl wave Calling Your
Nameo

Randy plays the following instruments Keyboard,piano, organ, drums and trombone, which he
playedasa memberof the CantonHigh SchoolBand.

Randy has played for the following choirs, groups and churchesto name a few. Greater Faith
Calvary PentecostalChurch, New Bethel, Cedar Grove, Southern Hill, Greater Mt. Levi, Sharps
burg, Liberty Hill AME Zion, Free Union AME Zion, St PeterMB Church, the GospelAll Starsof
Kansas City, MO, the True Tones of KansasCity, MO, JB Mance and the Soul Consolatorsof
Jackson,MS, and the Mighty Soul Travelersof Durant, MS, just to namea few. Randyhas also
playedfor Rev Willie Morganfield and Genevalones

Randyhasonedaughter,L, a Sha. 6 Br e
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Calvin April is a SongWriter and Lead Singer for the gospelgroup, The Pilgrim Wondersof Toledo,
Oh i isthe only child born to Mrs. Annie Nichols April of Chicago,IL. Calvin wasbornin Canton,
MS and educatedn the public schoolsof MadisonCounty,MS and the ChicagoPublic Schools

Calvin startedout singing asa little boy at his homechurch, Mt. PisgahM.B. Church. His profession
al careerbeganwhen he was a teenagerwith the Canton Spirituals. While living in Chicago, IL,
Calvin becameone of the foundersand singersfor the gospelgroup i T hCaefsof Calvary.0 In 1962
the group signed a contract with TRU-Sound Recordsof Englewood,NJ and recording two (2)
albumswhichyielded2 hit singles,i S armed e s ansl® St a nod Calvagy.o

A versatileperson,Calvin hasrecordedthirteen (13) alboumsto date He hasalsobeenveryinstrumen
tal in encouragingand inspiring young artists to developtheir talentsin the field of gospelmusic
Calvin hasservedn variouspositionsin the gospelmusicworkshopsandtalent searchconventions

A T hreneis N o watbum, written and producedby Calvin stayedon the Billboard Top Ten Chartsfor
16 monthsand has becomea gospelclassic It is still sellingtoday. Calvin and the Pilgrim Wonders
were votedone of the five (5) Traditional Quartet Groups of the year of 1985by the GospelMusic
Workshopof America C a | v GDrerdtitedit Wa KA me r i wasamothergreathit.

Calvin is a founding memberof the Canton Gospel Music Associationand was honored with a
Lifetime AchievementAward in 2006 by the organization Calvin is a memberof Canton United
MethodistChurch in Canton,MS., wherehe is a memberof the Board of Trustees Finance Commit
tee,United Men, and the Male Chorus

Calvin is happily married to his wonderful wife of 45 years,Mrs. Lonnie Hamlin-April, and they are
the proud the proud parents of 3 wonderful children; Carmen, Candace and Calvin!
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Mrs. Bertha Archie wasmarried to the late Mr. Hurley RaymondArchie of 51 years,until God called
him home, April 2010 Sheis the mother of sevenchildren, Patricia Ann Douglas (deceased),Larry
Dale Douglas (deceased)Darlene Archie, Robert Archie, Hurley Archie, Alvin Archie, and Brenda
Archie-Johnson,Shehas 15 grandchildrenand 6 greatgrandchildren

Mrs. Archie graduatedfrom Cameron StreetHigh Schoolin 1951 where she was a majorettein the
marching band Shecontinuedthat tradition for over43¢ yearsservingasa chaperoneand band boost
er club memberfor the Canton Public High SchoolBand wherein the pastshecould be seenmarching
with the bandin paradesand football games Sheis one of the founding membersof the Canton High
School Band boosterclub and has been very instrumental in raising funds for the band uniforms
throughoutthe years Mrs. A r ¢ h passiorss singing and playing the piano and her love for musicex-
tendedthroughout her family. Most of her children playedan instrumentin the Canton High School
bandand mostof her grandchildrenare musiciansalso. Mrs. Archieis a:

TCurrent Delta SigmaTheta, Inc. (Madison County Chapter) Mother of the Year (2013)

TCurrent member/Ambassadorof the Canton Chambers of Commercei 16years

TCurrent Founding Member of the Canton GospelMusic Associationi 10years

TCurrent Member of the South Liberty Willing Workers Societyi Servedassecretaryfor 30years

TFounder/Pianist of the South Liberty M.B. Church B e g i n @Gheir iG38years

TCurrent member of SouthLiberty M.B. Church i 81yearsi longestmembershipin the church

TCurrent Deacones®f South Liberty M.B. Church i 44years

TCurrent SundaySchoolTeacherat SouthLiberty M.B. Church 7 37 years

TFounder/Pianist of the Royal AmbassadorsBoysChoirs @ SouthLiberty M.B. Church i 21years

fServedaschurch Custodianfor South Liberty M.B. Church i 9years

fCurrent Volunteer/Foster Grandparent at the Community Pride Head start under the administration of President
Barack Obamai 3years

YEmployed asan Upholster for Madison Furniture Industries i 28years, Retired

YEmployedat MYL Clinic i 14years,Retired
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Veda Grochelle Greene Archie, a native Cantonian, is the daughterof Mr. Wallace Eugeneand Mrs.
Gracie(Slaughter)Greene both of whomare deceasedVedais the motherof six beautiful children.

Her musical journey beganin the summerof 1972 To this day, she remembersthe sweetsmell of

i ¢ kcah ain which her parents were canning on the day that We r | edelineéedher piano. Mrs.

Frances(Hutchins) Whiteurstagreedto teachVedato play the pianoto giveherafi j u mp dot vehent
she would study later in August when school beganwith Sister Vera Marie, the nun and principal of

Holy Child Elementary Shewaswell-preparedi somuch soi that shemovedquite swiftly through the

John W. SchaumPre-A piano coursebook and Sisterwasquite amazedat her sightreadingability. Lat-

er, Vedawould be inspired and taught by Ms. Elaine (McKenzie)Harden and Ms. Carolyn Evans They
werevery efficient, understandingand patientinstructorswho motivatedher to beall that shecould be

As a studentat Holy Child JesusCatholic School,participating in extracurricular activitieswaslimited.
But Vedatook an interestin and enjoyedthe activities offered by the school Theywould include: tak-
Ing pianolessonssingingin the high schoolchoir, and participatingin the forensicspeechcompetition

Having grown up in Mount Able Missionary Baptist Church, Vedapromisedher grandfather, the late
DeaconAsa Slaughter, Sr. T who wasthen the superintendentof the Sundayschooli that when she
learnedto play that shewould play for the Sundayschool Shekepther promiseand becamethe musk
cian for the Sundayschool,the junior choir, co-organizedand playedfor the young adult choir which
waslater transformedasthefi V o i o€Reagseo

Vedais eternally grateful to her homechurch for allowing her the opportunityto developand utilize her

talent In addition to Mount Able, she has servedas musician for the following churches Pleasant
Green Church of Christ Holiness, U.S.A.; Holy Child JesusCatholic Church, (specialservices) Zion

Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; Liberty Missionary Baptist Church; Mount Zion

Missionary Baptist Church, and Mary MagdaleneMissionary Baptist Church. Currently, Vedaserves
asthe musicianat the CedarGroveMissionary Baptist Church. Moreover,sheis the former pianist for
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Daisy Ellis is the daughterof the late Rev Dr. A. L. Jackson,Sr. and Lucille GeorgeJacksonof Canton, MS. At
the ageof 12, Mrs. E | | musidicareer beganat the churchespastoredby her father as church pianist with her
mother as organist She graduatedfrom Canton Public High Schoolin 1971and receiveda music scholarshipto
Alcorn StateUniversity wheresheearnedher B a ¢ h e df Arts Gegreein Music Education At Alcorn, shewasa
memberof the ASU Band of Distinction, the ASU ConcertChoir and wasdirector and musicianfor the ASU Gospel
Choir.

Her professionalcareerbeganin 1976 as AssistantMusic Therapistat HudspethRetardationCenterin Pearl, Ms.
In 19801990 she becameBand Director of Nichols Middle Schoolin Canton, Ms. In 1990 she startedat Velma
JacksonHigh Schoolin Camden,MS. as AssistantBand and Choir Director. In 2001 NortheastMadison Middle
Schoolwas establishedand Mrs. Ellis becameBand and Choir Director. Due to the brief illness and death of her
father, sheretiredin 2005

In 2006 Mrs. Ellis was the Choir Director at Canton High School and returned to Velma Jackson High and
NortheastMadison Middle School as choir director in 2008 Mrs. Ellis retired at the end of the 201516 school
term. In 2011, Mrs. Ellis startedVJHS Alumni Choir with 119activememberdrom acrossthe USA

During her career Mrs. Ellis has receivedvarious honors and awards Most Talentedin High School Student
Conductor (Band and Choir); Best All Around in High School Proclamation from the State of Mississippifor

Outstanding Achievements Wh o &&ko in A me r i High &shool Teachers Trustmark Bank for Outstanding
Achievementsii C h director of the Y e a lifétime Acheivement A w a r 201 Musician of the Year 2009 and

20116 by the Canton GospelMusic Associationand Outstandingand invaluable serviceAward from Congressman
BennieThompsonin 2019

Mrs. Ellis has servedas musicianfor the following churches New Friendship M. B. Church - Walnut Grove,MS,
Galilee M. B. Church i Carthage,MS, Christian Triumph M. B. Church-Morton, MS, Mt. Zion CobbsvilleM. B.
Church-Canton, MS, Priestly Chapel M. B. Church, Canton, MS. She presentlyservesas Minister of Music at
EmmanuelM. B. Church and the Middleton Grove AME Zion Church in Canton, MS, Music Consultant and
mentor at GreenwoodChapel UM Church in Carthage, MS, Lynch Chapel UM Church in Forest, MS and
GallmanChapelAME Zion Churchin CrystalSprings,MS.
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Jeffery Luckett wasbornin Canton,MS to Mr. Roosevel& Ruth Luckett. He is a 1978graduateof
Holy Child JesusSchooland he alsoattendedHolmesCommunityCollegeand TheeJacksonState
Universitywherehe majoredin MassCommunication.

He is a faithful memberof Makarios Worship Centerlocatedin Canton, MS under the leadershipof
Rev Dr. Leon Collier and First Lady Yolanda Collier since 2009 At Makarios, Jeffery servesin
different capacitiessuch as trustee,sound & media operator, and a part of the Ministry of David
praiseteam

Jeffery is a memberand presidentof the RembertWashington Memorial Chorale which has been
togetherfor 26 years under the leadership of founder & director, Pastor John M. Woodard, Jr.
Jeffery currently works as a radio announcerat WMGO-1370AM in Canton, MS and has beenthere
for the past 21 plus years Jeffery is also employedwith the Madison County ChanceryClerk as a
deputyclerk and asa passporfprogrammanagerfor the past21 years

Jeffery has beenmarried to Mary, hisi h i sghools we e t hf@ 83 yeatsand counting! To this
union, they have been blessedwith 2 children, Jamaal & Monica. They are also blessedwith 4
wonderfulgrandchildrert Jaden,Kaleb,Jason& Jacey

The main thing Jeffery wantsyouto knowis 6 6 w&otd,ALL thingsareP OS S| B LTO&OD BE
THE GLORY!!
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